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PREFACE. 



In submitting the folio wiog pages to the 
Public^ some explanation seems due respect- 
ing the time which has elapsed since they were 
written, and the date at which they are 
published ; and this will, perhaps, best be 
done, by stating briefly the circumstances 
relative to them. 

On the return of Captain Symes from his 
mission to the Court of Ava, the Governor- 
General in council resolved, agreeably to the 
request of the Burmhan Government, to de- 
pute one of the Honourable Company's ser^ 
van ts, to. Rangoon, to fill the situation of 
Resident at that port. Captain Hiram Cox 
was selected for that purpose, and also to 
arrange several commercial points prepara- 
tory to his ^ assuming . the fiinctions of his 
office. How he fulfilled the expectations of 
bis employers, will be evinced by the pe« 
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rusal of the following pages; and an im- 
partial Public can best decide how far his 
conduct throughout the undertaking justified 
the choice. 

When Captain Cox returned from Ran- 
goon, he found that Sir John Shore, under 
whose auspices he went, had sailed for 
Europe, an4 been succeeded as Governor- 
General by the Earl of Mornington, who 
expressed himself perfectly satisfied with his 
conduct during his negotiation with th^ 
Burmhan Government, and signified his in. 
tention of again employing him in the! public 
service, whenever an opportunity should 
oifer, in which his talents abd zeal might 
be instrumental in promoting the public 
interest, • 

Such an opportunity so<)n occurred. The 
tyranny oi^ the Burmbflti Government in 
the province of Arracan, drove a very con- 
siderable body of itA unfbrtuhate inhabitants 
to the dir6 resolution of abandoiiiiig their 
homes ^lid nativie country, to seek a pre- 
carious existence in the woods atid forests^ 
which form ithe boufldary of ourterritoiies 
on .the Cbiit^gong frontien To give imme* 



assigtaqce to tl^ese unfortunate' beJQgs^ 
was an act consistent with the spirit of the 
whole of bis Lordship^s government ^ and 
accordingly Captain Cox was commissioned 
to proceed to Chittagong, for the purpose 
of arranging the most effectual means of rei 
lieving their necessities, by giving them a 
permanent settlement on the waste lands of 
that ext^nsi ve district. 

In an active pejcformaqce of the arduous 
duties of this situation, and in a climate pecu^ 
liarly noxious to .an European constitution. 
Captain Cox persevered till his own life be* 
corner a sacri^ce tp his zeal and sense of 
p\iblic duty. . liis premftture death at the 
age pf thirty-njne^jQars,, in. the midst of 
pub)ic : employ iqc^ti />f;£(. nature that de^ 
omqdpd the wholQ ^f jl^s time and attention, 
preivented tns majtitig many valuable addi-* 
tiops tp his ^ourQal frbmt his piivbt6 memor; 
caii^dumd,. (which it wasr his intention to have 
done, ha4 his 'Hfe been spared.;) or even. oC 
arranging the matter it contained for the 
press* • ^ 

FiUal respect to the memory of a revered 
parent, and a^ desite to cottimtiaiCa^ to the 
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wm*ld that which appears interesting to me, 
of a nation so little known to Europeans, 
have led me to igidertake the task of selecting 
from my father^s journal those parts which 
I thought would be most likely to afford 
agreeable and useful information. Nothing 
is added, and the omissions which have been 
made are only of those minuter and ordi-* 
nary matters, which necessarily enter into all 
journals kept for the private gratification of 
the writer. 

My youth, when I quitted England for 
India, and an absence of thirteen years, pre-^ 
vented my having an earlier opportunity of 
putting it into such a form as might lead to 
its publication. With the kind assistance of 
a friend I have now effected that object; 
and without the remotest view to pecuniary 
profit submit it with diffidence to the judg^ 
ment of the world, in the hope that my 
motives may atone for the errors of my in- 
experience, and mitigate the severity of 
criticism. 

HENRY C. M. COX. 

Wclbeck-slrect, 4fth January ^ 1821. 
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Rangoon River. — October 8, 1796. 

jflS .the journal of a voyage is usually banren 
of events, which can aflford either interest or 
amusement, and is generally a repetition of re- 
marks on the wind and weather, I shall com^- 
mence my detail with. die arrival of Ae Swallow 
l^acket in the Rangoon river, where I was 'met 
by a boat ocmtaining the king's linguist, : who 
brought me a present of fruit from the Shabunder* 
of Rangoon^ and infonned me, that the Nakbaa 
and a Sereedoghee were in waiting^ at the en- 
tiaace of the river, to compliment me on my 
airivaL 

. October 9. To*day, two war canoes eame 
along-side, each rowing about ten oars, with 

* Shabnnder, in the ports to the eastward of Calcutta, is a 
titoation similar to that of master-attenidant in our harbours* 

B 
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music playing, which consisted of two pipes, 
sounding like the bagpipe, and called in the 
Burmhan language, Nhqe, a tomtom*, and^a pair 
of cymbals. The seat in these boats for passengera 
is placed oq th^ bow> with ^ uaised platform and 
canopy, the stem being eleyated above the water 
about six feet or more ; the rowers sit two on a 
bench, using short oars like paddles ; the steering 
oar is also like a lai^e peddle, fixed obliquely, and 
worked with a pin or arm on its side, by way 
of tiller. The stem is omamented with bushy 
tails, something like small chowriesf , hung all 
ffonad, and a long pole projects over it. In 
these boats were a Nakhan, or reporter, and a 
Sereedogfaee, or writer, sent by the Rangoon 
goireminent to compliment me on my arrivdl. I 
received t&em in the cabin, and gave them 
diaifs to sit on ; tbey were well-dressed, hand- 
fiome mien, above the middle stature, with fine 
open countenances, and an olive-^brown com* 
idexion; dley had small, thin beards fima the 
tip of their chins; their hair giudiered up and 
tied in a knot on the crown of the head, and 
their teeth quite black. Their dress was a small 
fillet or handkerchief round the head, an open 



* Tomtom, a species of drum, common all over the East. 
t Chowries are made of horse-hair, or the tail of the Tartary 
cow ; thej are used for whisking away flies. 
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pFttlnma* of fine white cloth, and a Lungeef of 

t w 

tiilk, plaid pattern, pf flie country manufacture ; 
the texture, apparently, very good, and the 
0olouis, green, red, or blue, were yivid, and 
well felled; the lobes of tfieir ears also were 
perforated, with spiral gold rings in them ; they 
J^ eaeh of them their separate attendants, with 
red lacquered boxes containing their betel and 
jAeroQts (or segars), and an earthen gQbliet of 
water; the attendants, however, ren^tined on 
deifk. The crews in the boats were in general 
lebust men, in gait, manners, and appearance, 
similar to their superiors, some small allowiuice 
Joeing made for the hardihood of rusticity ; they 
were jbJso much darker-skinned, the natural eifect 
«f constMit exposure in their laborious vocation: 
A Ghekoy ftlsa came on board much about the 
saow tinie, in a common boat: he is in the war 
department, and is superior to the other two. 
He w^ Pk eoirpiilettt middle-age4 man, rather 
shabbily dressed; but it ap[^ars he was des- 
pstehfed in a hurry to our assistance, in conse- 
ifmwe of our hairing grounded on entering 0ie 
river, whereas the others had been waiting for 
me two days. Hie Chekoy had the same ap- 

* Jamma is a kind of loose jacket, generally made of n^uslin^ 

and tied or buttoned on one side of the breast. 

t T^e hingee goes round the loins, two or three times, and is 

thenbroughtbetween the legs, with one end hanging down in front. 

B s 
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paratus as the others for his betel, cheroots, ^.^ 
with the addition of a silver pheekdawn^. After 
chatting, njearly an hour in the cabin, during 
which they chewed betel, smoked cheroots, and 
drank water, we adjourned to the deck ; and in 
half an hour more they desired leave to retire to 
their boats and putoff. Their questions were trivial, 
and their observations mostly complimentary; 
but they asked in particular after Captain Symes, 
and the gentlemen of th^ late embassy. 

October \0. The land is in general low from 
the river's mouth to Rangoon, and is overflowed, 
I understand, in most places during the spring ; 
there are several cleared spots on either bank, 
wh^re paddy is grown, but mostly on the eastern 
3hore, and three or four straggling villages, -the 
houses of which are built of bamboos and cadjan f , 
und raised oh piles, in the manner of the Malays. 
At two of the villages chokeys 'I 'are established, 
called the king's and queen's chokeys^ where duties 
are collected on imports, to what amount I am yetto 
learn. Before a vessel is quite land-locked, Dagon 
Pl^oda, with its gilt spire and talapoin (or urn- 



•fc 



* 

* Pheekdawn, a vase Daade of brass or silver, for spitting 
into. 

t Cadjan is the leaf of the palm-tree, and is found very 
useful for thatching houses with. 

. I Chokeys, a general term applied to police or revenue 
stations. 
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bfella)> 19 seen towering above the tree&t and m 
little after, Syriam Pagoda, in shape like the 
fbimer, but not so lofty, and of smaller di- 
Biensions* Syriam lies up a branch of the river 
that goes to the N.N.E., and is! properly called 
Pegu River — the Rangoon branch goes to the 
N.W. to join the Erawuddy, and the town of 
Rangoon is situated about one mile and a half 
above the ocmfluence of the riveis» Off the en-; 
trance of Pegu River lies a sand, which is avoided 
by keeping the western shore on board till you 
approach the southern point of Rangoon Reach i 
you then steer over to the north-eastern shore oii 
which the town stand?, and immediately off which 
the shipping moon - / ^ 

This river, so far, is one of the finest for ship^ 
ping I have ever seen. It is about six hundred 
yards wide at Rangoon, the water in geheial deep 
from shore to shore, the bottom good, and cuirent 
moderate ; how much the tide rises I have not yet 
learnt, but it must be very high, as ships of 
eight hundred or nine hundred tons can dock. * 

The town has a rude appearance from the river^ 
being composed of straggling huts of cadjah and 
bambob» raised on piles close to the water's edge^ 
slips for building ships, and mud docks. Some 
few tiled houses are seen among the trees within 
&e stoclcade, and the roof of the custom-house i^ 
raised two stories in the Chinese style ; part of the 
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tiiiUier atod£ade» which eiueloses what is otdted tfad 
foft, is seen tdwards the riyer ; and bear the flag- 
staff IB a very, good wooden pier» with a enutf 
and. steps foi* landing goods^ ^. Here also is 
j>laC6d ihe siAuting battery, on which is mounted 
siitteen old iron guns, four or six pounders^ which 
iMre ruBb out through port-holes^ in a Wooden 
breast- work, like a ship's side. Many small pa* 
godasi sdme of them if ilh gilt spires^ ale seen 
amongst the trees on both sid^s of the river. 
The builfitings along shore, on the town side^ 
extend about otie mile and a hiedf, and on the <^ 
posite obe^ about a quarter of a mile. 

When wti approached the town I sent Mn Bilr^ 
net j my private assistant, and Mr. Rowlandi mf 
int€irpreter» on shore, to acquaint the goyemmclnt 
of my ahival, and to inform them that thd Ho* 
nourabla Company's diip would sfedute the town 
with thirteen guns, if an equal number were 
to be returned, otherwise die ship could not 
Halute^ 

The Shabunder retumcSd for answer, that an 
equal number of guns should be returned for the 
ithips' iiahitei and, at the same time, intimated, 
that he had prepared the king's godown^ our., the 
eustom-house for my rece^on when I landed; 
buit as that is the place where commandeis of 
eountiy vessels are carried to be searched, I 
sent Mr. Buniet back 16 infi^rm him» that I could 



IN TUB JWBMiUH BMPIRK. 7 

by DO m?aii8 «iiboiit to buoIi a nteplipiki that I 
should be liappy to dee him on bowl, or a^ the 
house prepai'ed jEbr me ; or if he would erect a 
tempojwy house, as had been dope irheu Ci^ti^ 
Symes arrived, I would meet him and the officers 
of government there. 

He appeared to mike lig;ht of my plgeetioiii ; 
aaid that oio disrespect was intended ; that it iMp 
a mere form, and a custoo) which every one who 
ftequented the port acquiesced in, . ^f. 4^. •* wHh 
.this evasive answer Mr. Burnet returned. ][' iid- 
juediately sent back Mr. Rowland to inf<Hnp him 
IXMsitively, that I neither would, or Qould» deviiite 
irommy firat resolution ; and. that> if he persisted, 
I muBt remain on board the ship till I heard from 
Amanqpoorah. Upctti which he ipamediately called 
a council, in which the < contested ppjvt was de- 
liated,^ and at length yielded in my ftivour On 
appioadiiag the anchorage, the country ship, 
Henrietta, commanded by Captain gomerville, 
Baluted us with thirteen guqs, which we retumed 
with wi equal number; I had intended at first to 
have saluted with eleven guns only, but. the ship 
having saluted us with thirteen, we saluted the 
iert with the ssme number, whidi were imme- 
diately returned. 

; In the evening I sent word to the ^habuni^r, 
^t I meant to land the carriage for his majesty 
the next morning, under a ^ute of twenty*one 
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guns, And desired he would send proper boMsb^ 
conv^jr it on shore, and also boats^ for my ba^* 
gage, all which he readily promised^ and« as 
Mr. Burnet informed me, shewed great readiness 
to do every thing in his power to oblige me. 
He went with him to the house that had been 
prepared forme, and told him he would do any 
thing I might require to make it commodious and 
suitable to my wishes. 

October IL In the tnorning two war boats, piw- 
ing forty oars each, with two of the goVemm^t 
servants, music, ^c, came alongside to escort his 
majesty's coach on shore ; it was embarked on a 
platform laid over two long boats ; the war boats 
took thenl in tow and proceeded to the shore. I 
sent Mr. Burnet with a Naidc* and six sepoys in 
charge of the carriage, to see it safely landed and 
lodged. As soon as the boats put off a royal 
salute was fired by the Swallow, and when the 
royal equipage was landed, another royal salute 
was fired on shore, and all the government 
efflcers^ with an immense concourse of people, 
escorted it to the Godown. In the evening, I 
sent some of my baggage on shore, and intimated 
to Ihe officers of government, that I meant to land 
at twelve o'clock the next day. . 

October 12. At the time I had fixed, I quitted 

m . I ■ ■ . I, iifci I. I ■ I 

^ Naick, a native corpdtaL 
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Ike Swallow wiAt Captain Siinpedn ia his citttir ; 
the flhip aalated me on quitting her^ and Captain 
Somenrille^s ship followed the example on my 
landing ; the town batteiy saluted me with fifteen 
guns. Mr. Jhansey* the Shahunder» and BalMu 
akeeu the ei>llector of the revenues of the prd^ 
nnce» the two superior meitobeis of goremment 
here, received me at the pier*head« From thenee 
I proceeded through an avenue fomied by the 
inhabitants seated on the ground, (preceded by 
the officers of the police to preserve order), to* 
wards the house provided for my residence. On 
passing the custom-house, a band of musicians, 
with dancers, exhibited for my entertainment; 
and, at tke head of the principal street, another 
band of Siamese danceis were stationed. I 
stopped for a few minutes to observe them ; some 
were gaudily dressed, as females, in velvet faro? 
cade vrith gold ornaments, according to the 
foshion of the country ; the dancing ccmsiated of 
various attitudes, and beating timie to a slaw 
measure with their feet On reaching my allotted 
dwelling, I found it a capacious lower-roomed 
brick house, the only one in the town, as I was 
infinmed. Immediately after I reached the house, 
I was visited by the remaining principal members 
4>f the government in their robes of 8tate» who 
i»ngratulated me on my safe arrival. 



mipv 



* He is a descendant of a Portuguese family. 



10 JOURKAL tir A USIOBNCH 

October IS. '- To^da^ Mr. Jhansey atid Babk 
Sheen lidnt theit compliments, and requested to 
know if it would be agreeable to me to leceiv^ 
a visit {W>m them, to which I replied in the ikffir^ 
mative. About ten A«M., they came with a 
Sercedoghee, and, after some eongratulatory com-* 
Idiments, we talked of business ; I explained to 
tbem Ibe nature of my appointment, and the 
line of conduct I meant to observe, wtm of 
writing to the diief Whoongee*, and keepitig 
m)rs4lf recluse until I should receive his mi^esty's 
iiidtructions and pemission to assume the ptiblic 
funetions of my office ; all which they approved^ 
und promised to despatch my letter whenever it 
was ready. I hlso informed them generally of 
what I bad brougfat» with which they Were much 
gratified, and tendered, with much apparent frank* 
aess, their services and advice on all occasions. 
'As soon therefore as the translatiotis of fny. letters 
were ready, I sent them to the Rangoon govern-^ 
meut to be forwarded to Amampodrafa* 

October S3. For the fiiist time» I to^y rode 
into the country, and found it agreeably divenl* 
^ed, with gentle rismgs and dopes ; and from the 

■ 

aite of an old pagoda, I had a commanding view 
4if the country for many miles round ; the Mar- 
4abim mountains forming a boundary to the N.B.^ 
the valleys in general being cleared fdr paddy)- 



* Wfaoongtd, m coimseUor of Sute. 
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groundg ; to the aouthwArd*. and WdstwArd of the 
riTer (the meanderiiigs of which am aefin foi wmuf 
miles) is ail axteiwYe plain of })iiddy«gimuid8 
bounded by deep.fprestSi The soil of the valleya 
is a sandy, loam^ eo^ered with fine Ituuuiant pas^ 
tura of glass highly natritiTe^ ad .is evinced by the 
i^ipeanuaoe of the cattle» which are as large. aad 
in as good condition as I have ever seen in any 
part of India* The soil of the kholls» or little 
hills, appeared to be a red loam mixed with sandt 
on a basis of ced rock, that seems to have under- 
gone, the action of volcanic fire^ It. is fiiaUe, 
and broken on the aurfiice into gravely and seems 
to contain a large portion of iron. The roada at 
present are very indiflkrent, but might very easily 
be rendered good and fit for eaiiriageslii . la the 
Xicinity of the town are several orchaids.of fimitr 
trees, and many pleasant situations for building. 
The air is pure. and elastic, and as yet I havejoot 
found the heat oppressive. The genenl salubrity 
of the air is best evinced by its elects; the inha^ 
bitants, male and fibmale, are a hale robust mce ; 
^id stiangeiB in general preserve their health, or 
lecover soon if they arrive sick* There were 
tweWe or fimrteen in the sick list to board ihe 
Swallow when we arrived, and now then ace only 
two^ attd-lbese have been l<mg ill with rioledt 
dyseAteries ; among* my.own suite there is pot coe 
sick» - . 
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' November II, 17^. I received a visit Uhday 
fmm the Shabunder, Mn Jhan^ey^ who informed 
me he should leave Rangoon for Amarapoorah 
to-morrow morning. In the evening I was amused 
-with an exhibition of Bumihan dancing; the 
tlancer was a girl about ten years of age, who 
kept excellent time to the music, with various in- 
noxious of her body, and graceful movements of 
her arms and hands', and occasionally with her 
ieets To my taste this was the best dancing I 
had ever seen among the natives of India^ being 
Jt>oth graceful and decorous ; and the music, al- 
though some of the instruments were rather harsh 
* to an European . ear, yet on the whole produced a 
pleasing efiect 

November 14. I rode oiit to the great pagoda 
to see a procession of the natives. Fortunately 
my poyzah (or sircar) has a l\ouse close to the 
stairs leading from the great avenue to the pagoda. 
There I had carpets spread, and chairs placed 
for myself and Mr Bumet, and commanded a 
perfect view of the men and. women going aad 
returning. . The - crowd of both sexes was very 
great from sun-rise till ten o'clock, every one car* 
rying, or rather offering, according to their abi* 
lities or zeal. Some of them bore pageants in 
the form of trees, the branches loaded with 
clothes, betel, and other necessaries for the 
priests: others, elegantly constructed pyramids 
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of various forms on the backs, of pajper-^le- 
frfiants, crocodiles, or giants. These pyramid^ 
were very neatly made of coloured paper and 
,wax, formed info fret-work containing fire-works~> 
others fire-wori(s, <doth, m* fruit. The officeis of 
government, and those who could afibrd the ex* 
|iense, were preceded by the country musicians ; 
all were dressed in their gala-suits, and in th^ 
silks manufoctured in the country ; which for tex« 
tare and vivid colours would be esteemed even iii 
polished circles. The manners of the whole re- 
flected credit upon them as a nation : no jostling, 
or ill-humour was seen, all were gay and de«^ 
corous. The dress of the women impresses 
strangers with an idea of their being immodest; 
but, in my opinion, they are quite the reverse: 
fiank, but innocent ; affectionate wives, and tender 
motbeis. In the evening I again resumed my 
^tuation at the poy zah's house, but observed very 
litde that varied from the morning procession, 
except that the crowds were greater, and every 
one carried a few wax-candles to offer. A few 
sky-rockets were the only part of the fire-works 
:diat I saw^ as I did not think proper ^ to go up! to 
the pagoda, lest I might give or meet with of* 
ience. By the orders of government no person Js 
allowed to go up to the pagoda with their shoes 
ott, but I saw many Europeans and native Chiis^ 
tians breaking. through the order wilftt impunity. . 
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Nwember 17. This day the folbwing trial by 
ordeal took place to aseeitaia the truth of an acdjb- 
sation of adultery agaibst a natiTe. The defeli^ 
da&t denying the charge* the principals, witnesses, 
and court, adjourned to a small pagoda without 
the walU of the town, when air the parties were 
^oleDlnly sworn aeeording to the rites of the Bunur 
han £iith, the depositions 9( the witnesses taken 
down, and the deity invoked by the priest to 
judge betwieen the peities. A certain quantity of 
wax was t^eighed in two equal portions, and 
fonned into two iDaiotdles, which were lighted at the 
same instant. One #as held by the plaintiff, the 
other by <2ie defieadant ; and the faolderof thecandle 
which first burnt oat, was^ adjudged to have sworn 
falsely » and of course lost die cause, and would 
be aenteoeed to pay the costs of the suit, amounts- 
ing to four hundred deals, and damages three 
hundred ticals. In tikis case the defe&dantfs 
candle bum^ out first, when the people gare a 
shout, and the plaintiff's friends^ having previously 
prepared. a band of music and daneers, they ex^ 
hibited befofc the people. This much only I have 
been able to authenticate ; whether die woman is 
liable to be repudiated, or whether there are any 
variations in the fines, I have not as yet ascertained 

NavmAar 16. Ilearnt this morning that the boat 
that was sent from hence to Amarapoorah widi mj 
letters had returned, with orders finem the king to 
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thegaTerament here to supply me witli IjiofttB to 
fNToceed to the presence without deUty. 

No9ember 19. In the evening two Sefeedogheet 
waited on me to giT^ me formal notice of the or- 
ders firom Ara, and that they would immediately 
prepare the boats for my acconmiodation, 

Naeember 20. I receired a visit to-day from the 
Sercedoghee, who requested to know what num*> 
)>er of boats I should require for my trip to Ama* 
npoorah, I fixed the number at six, mr., one for 
my sleeping in« one for my dinner boat, one for 
Mr. Burnet, one for servants, one for my interr 
preter, imd one for a oook boat 

November 26. Having been infonned by the 
membeis of goveiiun^it, that none but iBowered 
pr pure silver WMild be allowed to pass current 
la future, I had some of the silver, called 25 per 
eeat, assayed before me, and found that when 
refined down to flowered silver, standard, k lost 
81 per cent, and still had an alloy of near 5 per 
eent., which mirices what is called 25 per cent 36 
per ceat In foct, 3 per cent of this is actually 
lost in fitsion, including laboiur, the remainder is 
a profit whidi the shro^ of this country, called 
poyzaiis*, make by assaying; tibe loss fidls on 
the merchants, and is a shameful abuse, injurious 
to goveiBment as well as to the public at Iwge. 

* 

* Shroffs are the native bankers or money-changers. 
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These poyzahs fee the officers of government, a*^ 
I am informed, to wink at the abuse. Flowered 
isilver is so named from stars being impressed. on 
it by th6 lambent flame that plays on the sur&oe 
when approadiing purity^ and b^ing .suddenly 
cooled by a wet rag thrown over it. 

I to-day visited a mineral spring in . ihe neigh- 
bourhood, and, as it may be proper in the first 
place to notice the country in which it is situated^ 
I ought to observe, that the province of Pegu has 
generally been represented as flat and swampy, 
particularly that piut which is in the vicinity of 
Rangoon ; and those who have attempted to de^ 
scribe it to me have in general fallen into an error 
common among the seafSuring people, who f^e* 
quent this port, stating that the inequalities of 
the soil are artificial. Nothing is, however, more 
distant from the truth. The country, especially 
on the northern bank of the river, is undulated, 
and, immediately to the northward of the town, a 
gentle ridge commences, which when viewed in 
profile, is like whatis called by seamen, a tongue^ 
or gunner's quoin, extending from the river two 
miles and a half in length, north and south ; and 
at its northern or highest point two hundred feet 
at least above the level of the river at neap tides. 
.The superior contour of this ridge is not. quite 
regular, but nearly so ; in its breadth, from east 
to west, it is also irregulajr, varying from fifty to 
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four hundred yards ; shelving away gradually to 
the westward, and sending off bluff spurs, or head- 
lands, to the eastward. The soil of this ridge is, 
1st, a thin stratum of vegetable mould miiced with 
siliceous earth, which latter predominates. This 
fiist stratum is of various depths, from twelve 
feet to a few inches, and where the declivity 
is great, is entirely washed away. 2nd. Red femi* 
ginous porous rock ; this is found in large irregu- 
lar masses, or in decomposed fragments, on all the 
prominent parts of the ridge, from whence the first 
stratum has been washed away by" the rains, and 
in laiger masses when more deeply seated, with 
its stratum vertical or perpendicular to the ho- 

r 

rizontal sbrata of the other classes. 3rd. De- 
composed red ferruginous rock mixed with silice- 
ous earth, with a large proportion of iron ore, red, 
yellow, and blue. . 4th. Argillaceous earth, white 
clay. 5th. Blue siliceous earth, with a large pro- 
portion of iron ore, and vitriolic acid : and, 6th. 
immediately below it is a dark blue ponderous 
granular stone, emitting fire in collision with steel, 
containing a large proportion of iron ore and vi- 
triolic acid. On the apex or northern edge of this 
ridge stands the stupendous pagoda of Dagon, and 
to the north of it, in a hollow formed by the rains, 
is a pool of water, limpid, but austere and acid to 
the taste. In this pool the water is also retained by 
a dam thrown across it by the natives, who wash 

c 



IS JOURNAL OF A RESIDENCE 

their cattle in it, supposing it strengdiening* But 
they, as well as the Europeans, wlfo frequently 
bathe in it, are unconscious of its real medical 
qualities ; and till this day I had no opportunity 
myself of examining this pool ; for the general belief 
of all whom I have questioned on the subject, 
both here and at Calcutta, is, that it contains 
merely a solution of alum; a very natural con- 
clusion for those who have only been guided by 
their taste. This current opinion, added to 
the tale of the Pagoda Hill having been raised 
by art, is a strdng proof of the facility of popular 
belief: a trait in the human character which tra- 
vellers should ever guard against 

Although what I call a Quoin ends at the pa- 
goda, yet the high land by no means terminates' 
there, but branches out in other ridges extending 
fiu* beyond the limits of my excursions, in various 
directions. In a fork between two of these ridges, 
the water during the rains forces a passage, and 
forms a cascade of about H feet perpendicular ; 
here we have a natural section of the soil, where 
the various strata are laid bare, and may be ex- 
amined with accuracy. The fall has also scooped 
a deep basin, where the water, from evaporation 
in the dry season, becomes highly astringent : 
Wherever the blue ponderous stone (which forms, 
the sixth stratum) has been laid bare by the mon- 
soon torrents, and is exposed to the rays of the 
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suit, a native copperas is formed. All the rocks 
on the surface near the large pool have the ap^ 
peamnce of sand-stone, in many places skinned 
over with a thin crust of red dephlo^sticated iron* 
ore ; but when exposed to the action of the air, 
they &11 into a yellowish white impalpable pow- 
der. On the suiiieu^ of the mud deposited in 
those pools which have been dried up by solar 
evaporation, a yellow scum appears ; and among 
these rocks and hollows, the presence of sulphur 
is strongly impressed on the external sense ; but 
I was unable to discover its actual {presence by 
my imperfect mode of analysis. 

It may appear presumptuous in me to have at- 
tempted ail analysis of the water in this pool, ig- 
norant as I was of chemistry ; but as my efforts 
might prove successful, and as every analysis of 
the kind is best made on the spot, I shall candidly 
state the process and results. I had no galH 
sirup of violets, Prussic acid, solution of silver, 
vitriolic or nitric acid, stills, or evaporating appa- 
ratus ; but instead of galls I had French brandy, 
highly tinctured with the astringent resin of oak, 
by being kept in an oaken cask ; and a still better 
test, in a strong infusion of green tea in water ; 
I had the animal, mineral, and vegetable alkalies, 
and aquarfortis, with which I made a solution of 
silver, first purifying the silver by fusion, in the 
usual way. I had iron, and I could easily make 

c2 
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lime-water. With these tests I obtaioed the fol- 
lowing results: — Ist. Tinctured with bmndy it 
became a deep bladi, and deposited black faeculs 
in considerable quantities, like fieces of ink ; the 
discoloured liquid tasted like ink diluted with 
water, allowing for the vinous taste of the brandy. 
2nd. Tinctured with the watery infusion of green 
tea, it gave the same result, but much more perfect 
in every respect. 3rd. The animal and vegetable 
alkalies fonned.a blue precipitate, leaving a red 
ferruginous scum on the sur&ce of the remaining 
liquid ; when filtered and evaporated in the sun, 
die precipitate regained of a reddish colour, 
bkit without taste or flavour. • 4th. A piece of 
bright iron immersed, formed a red ferruginous 
precipitate, but without discovering the. smallest 
particle of copper to the taste or smell. 5th. So- 
lution of silver formed a scarcely -perceptible milky 
doud, which soon turned to a reddish brown. 
6th. Aqua-fortis occasioned no effervescence or 
precipitate, but formed a slight brownish cloud; 
7th. Powdered sal-ammoniac produced no sensible 
change. 8th. Lime-water formed a red precipi- 
tate in large quantities. 9th. Milk curdled slowly 
in a slight degree with about one*sixth part its 
quantify of the mineral water, but the milk was not 
pure. 10th. A red rose immersed preserved its 
vivid colour. Uth. Evaporated by fire. with. a 
piece of bright silver in it, the silver shewed no 
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appearance of sulphur, nor were the fumes -in: ena- 
poratibn sulphiureous ; the remaming liquid; after 
standing forty-eight hours, gave, out crystds.of 
a pure white, and an acid taste, with an earthy 
ferruginous precipitate. From the results of the 
whole of the experiments I was led to conclude, 
that this mineral water was a. pure chalybeate^ con- 
taining iron held in solution by the add of sul- 
phur or vitriolic acid, with a very small proportion 
of magnesia and muriatic salt. 

November 26. The preparation of my boats went 
on so very slowly, that I saw many^days would 
elapse before I could set off: the members of 
government made a great parade of despatch, but 
it ' was mere parade, they seemed to have their 
views in procrastination. 

December 5, 1796. At five a. m. we left Ran- 
goon with the flood-tide ; the general course of the 
river was to the north-west, but with frequent and 
deep windings, where the reaches on the river 
are about 250 yards broad ; winding sometimes 
less than 100 yiards, but with depth sufficient, I 
was told, for ships. The banks, are low, but 
highest on the north-eastern side, and appear well « 
cultivated, and interspersed with stra^ling houses. 
I had, however, no opportunity of seeing whether 
the country is more highly cultivclted or more 
populous inland. The same contrivance forbearing 
the birds from the paddy fields* whidi is used 
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by the Malays in the eeatem islands, is oom* 
men herie. This is a high stage erected in th^ 
centre of the fields, with lines extending to elastic 
poles in every direction, with little brandies af- 
fixed to the lines, so that the least motion at Ae 
centre agitates the whole. The spontaneous growtb 
of the banks of the river are cane-reeds from £ix 
to ten feet high ; the tops of these canes are excel- 
lent provender for cattle : there were also varie- 
ties of trees unknown to me, but none of them 
apparently valuable as timber, and the soil firom 
the edge of the river is an unvaried stratum of 
rich sandy loam. In the evening we came to Pau- 
layn, where the river sends off two branches ; one 
goes to the south-south-west, and falls into the 
sea at China Buckeer, as I am informed ; the other 
to the north-north-east, and on each of the points 
formed by these rivers, are villages. 

December 7. To-day we entered that part of 
the river, called by the natives the Great River, 
or Erawuddie ; and on the eastern shore passed 
a town, called Yaughoon. The Erawuddie is 
about 700 yards at this junction, and goes <^ with 
neariy the same breadth to the south-west, and 
empties itself into die sea at Bargue Point. Ber- 
gue or Broghee river is the great outlet of the 
Erawuddie. 

December 13. In our progress to-day, saw part 
of the process of making indigo, the plant steep^ 
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11^ in a small canoe half-full of water, but afloat. 
I am told they use it in a state of solution, never 
consolidating it by inspissation and pressing; 
tiierefore, what I saw I fancy amounts to nearly 
tiie whole of the labour bestowed on it 

December 14. We were cmisiderably detained 
to-day by the boat, containing the king's carriage, 
and by the merchant-boats in company with us. 
The boatmen, althougji stronger and more actiytt 
when they choose to exert themselves, are not to 
be compared with the Bengal dandies*, they have 
no idea of tracking, their principal forte lying in 
poling with bamboos, fourteen feet long. All the 
boats of burden have outriggers, and a plaftform of 
bamboos fore and aft clear of the body of the 
boat, for the crew to walk along in poling. The 
main banks for the most part are a mile distant 
fiom each other, with houses scattered along them. 
Culture does not seem to be carried on upon an 
extensive plan, but in spots and patches according 
to the exigencies of the natives. Wherever I have 
landed, they have appeared to me as well lodged, 
clothed, and fed, as the peasantry of any other 
part of India I have seen. Every family plant 
their own indigo, cotton, and paddy; and the 
women spin, manufacture, and dye, all the cloth 
necess$u:y for their own consumption, while the 
men attend the labours of the field ; and consi- 



Boatmen. 
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dering there is no encouragement for exporting 
the surplus produce, I am at a loss at present 
to account for the 'appearance of any opulence 
amongst them. That they have some commerce 
is however certain, from the number of excellent 
boats of burden that are seen lying at every con* 
siderable town, or passinjg and repassing. Hitherto 
I have been prevented from obtaining any infor- 
mation on these and many other subjects, from 
the inveterate propensity of my informants to 
lying, or indulging in the marvellous; but I 
hope to learn as I get on ; at present, however, I 
am obliged to shut my ears, that I may*not have 
to unlearn. 

December 19. About noon, as we approached 
the tnountains on the western shore, a beautiful 
view opened to us. To the west was a margin of 
bright sand, backed by a green bank and woody 
hill ; to the northward high and distant mountains, 
covered with forest-trees to their summits ; to the 
eastward a high bank, with large trees and huts 
scattered below them, ending in an abrupt point, 
which closes the reach, so as to give the river 
here the appearance of a fine lake chequered with 
the boats of our fleet. As we advanced the scene 
varied ; many sandy islands divided the stream, 
some of them barren sand, others high and co- 
vered with • lofty trees, and cultivated grounds. 
We advanced by the western channel, where a 
precipitous hill, about 150 feet high, covered with 



IN THE BURMHAN EMPIRE. 25 

trees and hmifaes, comes down abruptly to the 
river, and forms its western boui^dary. The basis 
of this hill is a crumbling rpck of yellow coarse 
grit sand, the super-stratum an immense bed of 
rich sandy loam. The stream here is about a 
quarter of a mile wide, and pretty rapid. When 
we had passed these cli& we came to a beautiful 
valley, in which is situated the town of Pohem- 
ghee» where we made fiast for the night. These 
hills and mountains . afford abundance of teak, 
which is brought down by the little mountain- 
streams during the rains. A ship was built here, 
and many large boats are now on the stocks. 
The hills here make a bend to the westward, and 
there send down another branch of the river, 
forming a beautiful gorge or valley, variegated 
with gentle risings ; with all the flat grounds 
under preparation for the cultivation of paddy. 

Discember23. This morning we reached the 
southern suburbs of the city of Prone. Here 
the hills on the eastern side of the river recede 
to. the E.N.E., and we stopped for near an hour, 
for a pass to .clear us of the custom-house chokey. 
A ship of 800 tons burthen was building at the 
time for the Prince of Prone, the second legiti- 
mate son of the reigning emperor of the Burm- 
hans. We passed the city, and brought to 
about a quarter of a mile above it, on the eastern 
side of the river, near a small mountain-stream. 
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Which comes fipom the eastward ; and by which 
teak-planks, &c., are brought down from the 
hills during (be rains. 

December 24. I received a visit during the day 
from a niece-in4aw of the emperor's second wife^ 
who is the mother of the heir-apparent, and die 
Prince of Prone. Her father governs Prone 
during the absence of the Prince. She is at present 
Unmarried, and was attended by the wives of 6ome 
of the other members of government. Her dress 
Was a silk lungee, and a sash over the shoulder, 
widi an open Bimyan or Bajoo ^ of coarse flowered 
muslin ; pn her wrists and ancles were bangles of 
pure gold, and several ruby rings on her fingers ; 
and on her feet she wore sandals, covered with 
red cloth ; her hair was combed back, and 
gathered in a knot at the back of her head. She 
was introduced by the chekoy, or military officer^ 
who is my escort from Rangoon. At first she 
declined coming on board my boat, and sat on 
the bank near it; but when the chekoy went 
away, she asked permission to come on board, 
and then seated herself and retinue at the door of 
my cabin, on the poling platform next the shore. 
She was about the middle stature, and plump in 
figure ; of a light olive complexion, with a pleas- 
ing countenance, and features more raised than 
those of the Malays. She apologized for not 

* Bajoo, a kind of open shift, with long sleeves. 
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haying brought me any present, and expressed a 
desire to know if I wanted any thing which she 
could command. The attendants in general spoke 
for her, but she often spoke herself, and was 
frank and affable, and repeatedly requested I 
would excuse her freedom, when the latitude of 
female curiosity prompted her to ask particular 
questions. I entertained her with a few tunes on 
the hand-organ, some spices, rose-water, and 
sweetmeats. After staying on board the boat 
about an hour, she desired leave to retire, and 
when she returned to town, induced her father to 
send down dancers and music for my entertain- 
ment ; however, as he had neglected visiting me, 
I declined accepting of it. She also sent a present 
of plantains, cocoa-nuts, and sugar-cane, which, 
as coming from her, I accepted. The city of 
Prone, or as it is called by the natives Pyeh, is 
situated on the south side of a pleasant valley, 
on the eastern bank of the Erawuddie, on an 
elevated point projecting a little into the river. 
At present it is about forty feet above the 
level of the river, which rises in the rains about 
twenty or twenty-five feet, its area, north and 
south, is about one mile and a half, and breadth 
about three-fourths of a mile. It was for- 
merly surrounded by a wall of masonry, of 
which parts of two or three bastions on the river 
face still remain. They are in the old style of 
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fortification, with battlements intended for mus- 
quetry only, the ramparts not having sufficient 
breadth to admit of cannon ; which, if mounted, 
must have been fired en barbet. The intermediate 
spaces where the old wall has fidlen to ruins, is 
defended by a stockade of teak piles, about one 
foot square, and twenty feet high. In this stoc- 
kade are many gates and steps of wood on the 
river, for the accommodation of the inhabitants. 
Within the stockade are several Pyahs or Burm- 
han pagodas, some of them gilt ; the rest of 
the buildings are mean. Some few are of wood, 
but the greatest part of bamboos and cadjan. 
There is only one regular street which leads 
through the centre of the town north and south, 
the other quarters being divided only by crooked 
lanes and alleys ; a large proportion of the inha- 
bitants I was told were Mahometans. Prone, from 
its situation, its old fortification, and the remains of 
religious buildings in its vicinity, must have been 
a place of some opulence, which it would soon 
recover if under a settled and equitable adminis- 
tration. It is a commanding-post on the river^ 
centrical to the best parts of the Burmhan domi- 
nions ; and the hills with which it is surrounded 
are rich in metals, and abound with teak. Lead 
and iron in small quantities are at present got 
from them, but gold also has been and may be 
obtained. The iron is said to be softer and more 
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malleable than any imported ; and is therefore 
preferred by the natives, who manufisM^ture it into 
many articles for their own consumption. Teak 
timber seems to be the chief article of trade here 
at present, to which may be added cotton, grain, 
mpe, and paper manufactured into umbrellas, 
books, Sfc. They had then a ship of 900 tons on 
the stocks, but ship-building I should imagine 
can never be carried on here with advantage, 
from the difficulty of getting the vessels down in 
safety to Rangoon, as the current must be very 
rapid in the rains ; it serves, however, as a proof 
of their enterprise, and shews what they are 
capable of doing if encouraged. Exclusive of the 
enclosed town, there is a suburb at both ends : 
the southern one half a mile long, and the northern 
something less. The river here flows in a bold 
straight channel, from one mile to half a mile in 
breadth. To the westward the hills, for several 
miles above and below the town, form the bank of 
the river ; these hills, from the stunted growth of 
the trees and shrubs, and general arid appearance, 
evidently contain minerals. The valley to the 
N.E. of the city is very beautiful, and where cul- 
tivated yields abundant crops, from fifty to one 
hundred fold. Inland from Prone, about five 
miles, I was informed, are the ruins of the ancient 
city of .Therai Kittra ; it was of a circular form, 
and its walls of masonry, traces of which may yet 
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be seen. Its diameter is said to be threie miles; 
and within its area aste two or three villages, and 
their paddy fields. I purpose visiting these ruins 
on my return from Amarapoorah, should a conve- 
nient opportunity present itself. 

By an observation I made, the latitude of Prone 
is 18° 50' N., which is fifteen miles to the south- 
ward of its place in Major Rerinell's chart. I also 
suspect it is laid down too much to the eastward ; 
I have not, however, yet had an opportunity of 
ascertaining the longitude, but expect to get an 
observation to-morrow. 

December 25« Left our station near Prone, and 
in the course of the day I was so fortunate as to 
observe an eclipse, the first Satellite of Jupiter, 
which made our longitude 95^ 58' 15'^ east ; which 
is a degree to the westward of what Major 
Rennell's chart gives. 

December 26. At noon we were opposite to 
the town of Comma, situated on the west bank 
of the Erawuddie, famous for its timber. The 
numerous religious buildings in the town indi- 
cate its opulence. The fort lies three miles inland 
from the Erawuddie, on a rivulet that empties itself 
into that river, and is navigable in the rains, I 
was informed, for large boats, almost all the way 
to Armkan. I suppose the province of Armkan 
is meant, and not the capital of that name. Here 
also is the high road by wjiich the merchants 
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who trade to Dacca bring their goods, #-c., on> 
bullocks, and in covered carts, which are well 
made, and much in use throughout the country. 
Every step I advance, I meet with proofs of a 

better police and more thriving people than I had. 

• 

formed any conception of. All along the banks 
wherever I have landed, I have met with security 
and abundance ; the houses and farm-yards of the 
peasantry, put me much in mind of the habita- 
tions of our little fiurmers in England. The popu- 
lation much exceeds what I had been taught to 
believe ; and» on inquiring of the villagers, they 
mention in every place, that there are larger 
towns inland. Grame is scarce, and shy, and tigers 
unthought of; a proof not only of considerable 
population^ but also of cultivation. On the whole, 
the circumstances of the people seemed improved 
since we entered the hilly districts. 

December 27. We stopped for a little time at 
the town of Patro ; it is populous, and the land 
round it well cultivated. Here for the first time 
I met with teak-trees on the hills near the bank ; 
but they grow in abundance on all these hills 
inland. It is commonly supposed in India that 
the Pegu teak is produced on low grounds, and 
hence a general prejudice against it ; this may hold 
good as to some small part of the duggers or mast- 
pieces, but all the plank, and a great proportion of 
the other kinds, come from these hills. In the 



SB JOURNAL OF A RESIDENCE 

rains, innumemble mountain-streams facilitate the 
transportation/ and what has been cut too late to 
be brought dowti by water the whole way, is 
dragged overland on truck-carriages by buffitloes. 
A little beyond Patoo, on the west bank, a lofty 
hill with a pagoda on it forms an abrupt point. 
In India, this would be fortified as a commanding- 
post on the river ; but fortification does not seem 
to be iii estimation among the Burmhans. 

January 2, .1797. In the morning we came to 
the lower town of Mhegeounya, Several boats 
were lying at it, and at noon, when we arrived at 
the upper town, we found a great many large mer- 
chant-boats loading, and the place not only very 
populous, but also evidently one of great trade. 

January 5. To-day I had a proof of the in- 
dependence of the common labourers in this 
country ; the crew of my boat went ashore with 
their little ' bundles, refusing to proceed fiirther, 
unless the Laidaigh^e (the cockswain or owner- of 
the boat) paid them the balance of their contract- 
hire for the trip to Amarapoorah. They had re- 
ceived fifteen ticals in advance at Rangoon, and 
now wanted the remaining ten ticals: twenty-five 
ticals and provisions is the hire of a boatmaii 
from Rangoon to Amarapoorah, and the passage 
rarely exceeds two months. The Laidaighee 
pleaded that he had no security for their perform- 
ing the trip, whereas they were sure of obtaining 
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redress against him, if he refused to pay. The 
oflScers of goTemment with me, never interfered to 
compel them ;.but at length compromised the busi- 
ness by becoming security for the owner of ihe 
boat. During the passage also, on several ocdsi- 
sions, the boats' crews have been threatened with 
punishment for neglect of attention ; the rattan 
has been brandished, and even the culprit bound, 
but I never saw a blow inflicted. 

January 7. At noon we came to the upper town 
of Raynangoong, or, as it is pronounced by the 
natives, Tananghoong : I stopped here on purpose 
to pay a visit to the wells of Naphtha, or earth-oil. 
Hie town has but. a mean appearance, and many 
of its pagodas (of which there are a great number) 
were &lling to ruins; the inhabitants, however, 
were well-dressed, and many of them had gold 
spiral ear-ornaments, and were undoubtedly rich 
from the great trade they carry on in the earth- 
oil. At this time thirty-three large boats, besides 
numerous small ones, were lying here ; and thirty- 
three laige merchant-boats , at two villages depen- 
dant on this place a little higher up the river. At 
two p. M. I set off from my boat, accompanied by 
the Mewthaghee or Zemindar of the town and 
several of the merchants, to view the wells. Our 
road lay to the east-north7ea6t through dry beds 
ef loose sand in the water-courses, and over rug- 
ged arid, downs and hillocks, on which wene scat- 

D 
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ter^d plants of euphorbium, the cassia tree, whick 
yields the cuteh or terra jkponica, used through- 
out India, to add to the astringency: of the betel 
when foimed into pawn: it also yields a very 
durable timber for lining the oil-wells, and, lastly, 
the hardy biar, or wild plum of India. The sky 
was cloudless, so that the sun shone upon us with 
undiminished force, and, as I had been unwell 
for some days, I walked rather slowly ; but at the 
expiration of an hour we reached the wells. I 
compute the distance therefore to be three miles 
from the river. The wells we saw are scattered 
irregularly about the downs at no great distance 
from each , other ; some, perhaps, not moce than 
thirty or forty yards. At this particular place we 
were informed, that there are 180 wells; and four 
or five miles to the north-east there are 34A more. 
In making a well, the hill is cut down, so i^ to 
form a square table of 14 or 20 feet for the crown of 
the well, and from this table a road is formed by 
scraping away an inclined plane for the drawers to 
descend, in raising the excavated earth from the 
well, and subsequently the oil. The shaft is sunk 
of a square form, and lined as the miner proce^eds 
with squares of cassia wood staves ; these staves 
are about six feet long, six indies broad, and two 
thick, and are rudely jointed and pinned at right 
angles to each other, forming a square firame about 
four and a half feet in the clear for the uppermost 
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fHies, but more contracted below. When & miueft 
has pierced six or more feet of the shafi» a series 
of these square fifames are piled osx each otheiv 
and regularly added to at top ; the whole gmdi4r> 
ally sinking as he deepens the shaft, and aecuring 
him against the felling in of the sides. The soil 
or strata to be pierced is, first, a light sandy loan^ 
intermixed with fragments of quartz, silex, ^c^ 
Secondly, a friable sand-stone easily wrought, willl 
diin horizontal strata of a concrete of martial ore^ 
talc*, and indurated argil, at from ten or fifteen 
feet from the sur&ce» and also from each other, 
as there are sereral of these veins in the ff^eai^ 
body of freerstone. Thirdly, at twenty cubits, 
more or less, from the surface, and immediately 
below the free-stone, a pale blue argillaceous 
earth (schista) appears, impregnated with the pe-: 
tioleum, and smelling strongly of it This, they 
say, is very difficult to work, and grows harder a^ 
they get deeper, ending in schist and slate, such 
as is found covering veins of coal .in Europe* 
Below this schist, at the depth of 130 cubitjs, 
is coal.. I procured some (intermixed with sul- 
phur and pyrites), which had been taken from a 
well deepened a few days before my arrival ; but 

r 

* The talc has this singalarity ; it is denticnlated^ its lamint 
being perpesdicttlar to the horizontal lamina of the argil on 
which it i$ seated. 
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deemed amongst them a rarity, as they are seldom 
obliged to proceed to such a depth. ' They were 
piercing a new well when I was there ; had got 
to the depth of eighty cubits, and expected oil at 
ten or twenty cubits more. 

The machinery used in drawing up the rubbish, 
and afterwards the oil from the well, is an. axle 
crossing the centre of the well resting on two rude 
forked staunchions, with a revolving barrel on its 
centre, like the nave of a wheel, in which is a 
score for receiving the draw-rope ; the bucket is 
of wicker work covered with dammer ; and the la- 
bour of the drawers, consisting in general of three 
men, is facilitated by the descent of the inclined 
plane, as water is drawn from deep wells in Hin- 
dost&n. To receive the oil, one man is stationed 
at the brink of the well, who empties the bucket 
into a channel made on the surface of the earth 
leading to a sunken jar, from whence it is laded 
into smaller ones, and immediately carried down 
to the river, either by coolies or on hackeries^. 
When a well grows dry, they deepen it. They 
say, none are abandoned for barrenness. Even 
the death of a miner from mephitic air does not 
deter others from persisting in deepening them 
when dry. Two days before my arrival, a man was 
suffocated in one of the wells ; yet they afterwards 



* Hackeries, the term for the common carts in India. 
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renewed their attempts without further accident. 
I recommended trying the air with a candle, |rc.» 
with seemingly little effect 

The oil is drawn pure from the wells in the 
liquid state, as used without variation ; but in the 
cold season it congeals in the open air, and, al- 
ways loses something of its fluidity ; the traipera- 
ture of the wells presenring it in a liquid state fit 
to be drawn. A man, who was lowered into a 
well 110 cubits, in my presence, and immediately 
drawn up, perspired copiously at every pore : un- 
fortunately I had no other means of trying the 
temperature. The oil is of a dingy green, and 
odorous : it is used for lamps, and, boiled with a 
little dammer (a resin of the country) for paying 
the timbers of houses, and the bottoms of boats 
|*c., which it preserves from decay and vermin. 
Its medicinal properties known to the natives, 
cause it to be employed as a lotion in cutaneous 
eruptions, and as an embrocation in bruises and 
rheumatic affections. The miners positively as- 
sured me, that no water ever percolates through the 
earth into the wells, as has been supposed. The 
rains in this part of the country are seldom heavy, 
and during the season a roof of thatch is thrown 
over the wells. The water that falls soon runs 
off to the river, and what penetrates into the earth 
is effectually prevented from descending to any 
great depth, by the increasing hardness of the 
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oleaginous argil of schist. This will readily be 
admitted, when it is known, that the coal-mines 
at Whitby are worked below the harbour, and the 
roof of the galleries not more than fifty feet from 
the bed of the sea. The deficiency of rairi.in this 
tract may be owing to the high mnge of moun- 
tains to the Eastward, which run parallel to the 
river, and arrest the clouds in their passage ; as is 
the case on the eastern side of the peninsula of 
India. Solicitous to obtain accurate information 
on a subject so interesting as this natural source 
of wealth, I had all the principal proprietors as- 
sembled on board my boat, and collected from 
them the following particulars: the foregoing I 
learnt at the wells, from the miners and others. 
I endeavoured to guard against exaggeration, as 
well as to obviate the caution and reserve, which 
mercantile men in all countries think it necessary 
to observe when minutely questioned on subjects 
affecting their interests; and I have reason to 
hope my information is not very far distant from 
the truth. 

The property of these wells is in the owners of the 
soil, natives of the country, and descends to the heir* 
general as a kind of entailed hereditament, with 
which it is said government never interferes, atid 
which no distress will induce them to alienate. One 
family perhaps possesses four or five wells. I 
heard of none who had more, the generality of 
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them have hssa, they w^ sUnk by, and wrought 
for» the proprietors. The cost of sinkirig a Bew well 
ifl 2,000 ticals, flowered silver of the . teuiitry , or 
2^500 sicca rupees, and the annual aveiage net 
profit 1,000 ticals, or 1,250 sicca rupees. The 
contract price with the miners fpr sinking a well 
is as follows : for the first forty cubits they hav^ 
fi>rty ticals, for the next forty cubits 300 ticals, 
and beyond these eighty cubits to the oil, they 
have from thirty to fifty ticals per cubit, according 
to the depth (the Birmah cubit is nineteen inches 
English,) taking the mean rpte at forty ticals per 
Gid>it, and 100 cpbits as the general depth at 
which they come to oil; the remaining twenty 
cubits will cost 800 ticals, or the whole of the 
miners' wages for sinking the shaft 1,140 ticals. 
A well of 100 cubits will require 950 cassia staves, 
which at five ticals per 100, will cost forty-seven 
ticals and a half. Portage and workmanship, in 
fitting them, may amount to 100 ticals more^ The 
levelling the hill for the crown of the well, and 
making the draw-road, ^c, according to the 
common rate of labour in the country, will cost 
about 200 ticals; ropes, S;c., and provisions for the 
workmen, which are supplied by the proprietor. 
When making a new well, expenses of propitiatory 
sacrifices, and perhaps a seigniorage fine to govern- 
ment for pennission to isink it, cQnsume the remain* 
ing 512| ticals. In deepeoing an old well, they 
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itttdie -thd'lfest'batgaiti iwtlmr powenntitb die 
milie¥s, ^o rate their dMiand per caUt aifootdii^ 
W its depA, or daii|^er fitom the heat or mefAitie 

* The lumottnt, produce, and vrsg^ of the kt- 
botirers 'H^ho'dmw the oil, as stated to me, I sm^ 
peet \ras exaggerated, or erroneous from misiater^ 
pretatioti on both sides. The average prodiice 
<lf eiieh well per diem, they said was 500 viss, or 
1 ,8^1b3: awirdupois, and that the laboureis earned 
upwafds of eight ticals each per month ; but I 
ttpprehend this was not meant, as the average pi^ 
duce or wages for every day or month throughout 
the year, bb must appear from a further examina- 
tion of the subject. Where &cts are dubbus, we 
tnx^i endeavour to obtain truth from internal evi- 
detioe. Each well is worked by four men, and 
their wages is regulated by the average produce of 
six days' labour, of which they have one-sixth, or 
its value, at the rate of one and a quarter ticals 
per hundred viss, the price of the oil at the welis. 
The proprietor has an option of paying their sixth 
in oil ; but I understand he pays the value in 
tnemey, and if so, I think this is as fair a way of 
regulating the wages of labour as is any where 
practised ; for, in proportion as the labourer works 
he benefits, and gains only as he benefits hiis em- 
ployer. He can only do injury by overworking 
hiniself, which is not likely to hi^ipen to an Indian. 
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Nb proviaioBS^ are allowed ta the oil drawters, but 
the ptoprietois supply the ropes, ^., and lastly, 
the king's duty is a tenth of the produce. Now, 
supposing a well to yield 500 viss per diem 
Aroi^out the year, deducting onensixth for the 
Ubourers, and one-tenth for liie king, there will 
lemain for the proprietor, rejecting fractions, 
186,876 Tiss, which at 1|- tical, the value at 
the wells is equal to 1,710 ticals per annum. 
Fwm this sum there is to be deducted only a 
trifle for drawing, ropes, ^c.^ for I could not learn 
Ant there was any^ further duties or expense to 
be charged on the produce ; but the merchants 
say diey gam only a neat 1,000 ticals per annum 
fw each well ; and, as ^we advance we shall have 
reason to think they have given the maximum 
niAer than the minimum of their profits ; hence 
we may infer, that the gross amount of produce 
per annum is not 183,500 viss. Further, the four 
labouiers' share, or (me-sixth, deducting the king's 
tithe, wiU be 3,250 viss per month of thirty days, 
or in money at the above price, twenty-eight ticals, 
fifty avas, or seven ticals, twelve avas each man 
per month ; but the wages of a common labourer 
in this part of the country, as the same persons 
informed me, is only five ticals per month when 
hired from day to day : they also- admitted that 
the* labour of the oil-drawers was not harder than 
Hxut of common labeurors, and the employment no 
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way otmoxtous to health. On being more i 
rectly questioned, (for on this part of the subject, 
perhaps owing to the minuteness of my inquiries, 
they were most reserved,) they allowed that their 
gain was not much greater than the common 
labourecs of the country, nor is it reasonable it 
should ; for, as there is no mystery in drawing of 
oil; no particular hardships endured, or risk of 
health ; no compulsion or prevention pretended ; 
and, as it is the interest of the proprietors to get 
their work done at the cheapest rate, of course 
the numbers that would flock to so regular and 
profitable an employment would soon lower the 
pite of hire, nearly at least to the common wages 
of the country. Besides, I observed no appear- 
ance of affluence amongst the labourers; they 
were meanly lodged and clad, and fed coarsely ; 
not on rice which in the upper province is an 
article of luxury, but on dry grains, and indigenous 
roots of the nature of cassada, collected in their 
wastes by their women and children. Further, it 
is not reasonable to suppose that these labouieis 
woffked constantly : Nature always requires a re- 
spite, and will be obeyed, however much the desire 
of gain may stimulate ; and, this cause must more 
particularly operate in warm climates, to produce 
what we often improperly call indolence. Even 
fthe rigid Cato emphatically says, that '' the man 
'Who has not time to be idle is a slave," A due 
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oansideiatiaii of thi$ physical and moral necesaity 
ought, perhaps, toviadicatereligiousljdgt^latorefroni 
the reproaches too liberally bestowed on them, for 
sanctioning relaxation. Be that as it may, I think 
it ia sufficiently apparent that the artide of wages 
is also exa^erated, and that 500 viss must only 
be considered as the amount produce of workings 
days, and not an average for every d^y in the 
year. The labour of the miners, as I have ob- 
served above, is altogether distinct from the. oil- 
drawers, and their pay proportioned to their hard- 
ships, and the risks they endure. Assuming 
therefore as data, the acknowledged profit of 1,000 
ticals per annum for each welU whidi we caA 
hardly suppose exaggerated, as it would expose 
the proprietors to an additional tax, and the 
common wages of precarious employment in the 
country, that is one month with another, including 
holidays, the year round, four and a quarter ticals 
per month as the pay of the oil-drawers, which 
includes the two extremes of the question, it will 
make the average produce of each well per diem, 
dOO viss, or 109,500 viss per annum, equal to 
395,6751bs. avoirdupois, or 178 tons 9551bs.. ; or 
in liquid measure 793 hogsheads of sixty-three 
gallons eadi ; and, as there are 520 wells regis- 
tered by government, the gross amount produce 
of the whole per annum, will be 56,940 viss, or 
92,781 tons, l,5601bs., or 412,360 hogsheads; 
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worth at the wells, at one and a quarter ticals per 
hundred viss, 711,750 ticals, or 889,687i sicca 
rupees. 

From the wells the oil is carried in sniall jars, 
by coolies or on carts, to the river ; where it is 
delivered to the merchant exporter, at two ticals 
per hundred viss; the value being enhanced 
three-eighths by the expense and risk of portage ; 
therefore the gross value or profit to the country 
of the whole, deducting five per cent for wastage, 
may be stated at 1,081,860 ticals, or 1,362,325 sicca 
rupees per annum, yielding a direct revenue to the 
king of 136,2^ sicca rupees per annum, and per- 
haps thrice as much more before it reaches the 
consumer ; besides the benefit the whole country 
must derive from the productive industry called 
into action, by the constant employment of so 
large a capital on so grufi^an article. There were 
between seventy and eighty boats, average bur- 
then sixty tons each, loading oil at the several 
wharfs, and others constantly coming and going 
while I was there. A number of boats and men 
also find constant employment in providing the 
pots, ^c, for the oil; and the extent of this 
single branch of internal commerce, (for almost the 
whole is consumed in the country,) will serve to 
give some insight into the internal commerce and 
resources of the country. At the wells the price 
of the oil is seven anas seven pice, per 1121bs. 
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avoirdupois ; at the port of Ranghoag it is sold at 
the rate of three sicca rupees, three anas, and six 
pice, per 112 lbs. » or per hogshead of sixty-three 
gallons, (weighing 504*lbs.) fourteen rupees, seven 
anas, nine pice, exclusive of the cask ; or per 
Bengal baziar maund, two rupees, five anas, 
eight pice ; whereas the mustard-seed and other 
vegetable oils sell, at Ranghong, at eleven rupees 
per bazar maund. 

To conclude, this oil is a genuine petroleum, 
possessing all the properties of coal-tar, being in 
&ct the self-same thing; the only diiibrence is, 
that Nature elaborates in the bowels of the earth, 
that for the Burmhans, for which European nations 
are obliged to the ingenuity of Lord Dundonald. 

January 14, 1797. Passed the modem city of 
Gneayan, its N.W. &ce towards the river extends 
about one mile apd a half. At this station the former 
deputation was met by two woondocks from Ava, 
attended by a gilt and several other war-boats, and 
conducted ta a house prepared on shore, and 
entertained with music, dancing, and sweetmeats^ 
according to the fashion of the country. As 
my appointment took place at his majesty's re- 
quest, I of course expected the same attention, 
but in this I was completely disappointed ; and, 
from the neglect with which I have been treated 
during the whole of my journey, have just reason 
to apprehend that the enemies of Great Britain 
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hate been busy at court to inflame the pnde of thk 
haughty nation, and to induce them to treat me 
as the agent of a subordinate or Supplicant state, 
in the hope of preventing an intercourse which 
they imagine may be fatal to their interests: 
Aware, however, of the combination that has been 
formed against me, and knowing also most of the 
despicable conspirators, I firmly trust, if my health 
does not fail me, I shall prove more than a match 
for them ; at least I am prepared for the worst, 
which, if it does not secure victory, may alleviate 
defeat. 

January 19. We came to-day to the conflux 
of the river Kheoundoun, with the Erawuddie 
At the conflux the former appears the laigest 
river, but the point of land being only an island, 
some part of the waters of the Erawuddie are 
discharged by that channel also. The Kheoun- 
doun is however, I am informed, a considerable 
river, and flows from Cossay through a very fertile 
country. The country on both banks is populous 
and well cultivated, and a great deal of cotton, I 
understand, is imported from hence up the Era- 
wuddie to China. From the conflux of the two 
rivers, the Erawuddie has the appearance of a 
beautiful canal, the island to the westward, as 
well as the eastern bank being well inhabited. 
One of their chief rahans or priests having lately 
died, a great many well-dressed people of both 
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sexes were passing and repassing along the banks, 
to pay their devoirs at his obsequies. 

Jammty 20. The banks on both sides were 
about thirty feet above the present level of 
the river» and from them spreads an extensive 
cultivated plain, level to a nuige of mountains 
seven or eight miles inland on the east side, and 
to the westward and northward as fiu: as the visi« 
ble horizon. The soil at the surface is in general 
a sandy loam, and in some places clayey. Num^ 
beiless villages and hamlets with farm-yards sup 
rounded with stacks of paddy, buffidoes, horses, 
and black cattle, recalled to our minds scenes of 
European husbandry, and evince the industry and 
plenty of the country. We stopped to breakfast 
at the town of Cheynacoun, for several leagues 
round which salt-petre is extracted from the soil 
in the usual manner. 

January 24. We came opposite the centre of 
the city of old Ava. Several pagodas still re* 
mmn, but apparently few houses or inhabitants. 
Since the seat of government has been removed^ 
it is said to have been deserted ; still the scattered 
religious buildings that remain, extend about two 
miles along the banks of the river, which are of a 
moderate height and rocky. On the opposite or 
northern shore stands the ancient city kA Chegain> 
whose scattered houses extend for three or four 
miles along the bank ; it is very, populous, and 
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serins to haye a large share of tradel Here are 
the remains of a fort of brick masonry, the wall of 
which appears to be sixteen feet high, and about 
seren feet thick at the base, sloping up to the 
parapet or battlements, which are in the ancient 
style, but now are falling to ruins. It seems to 
haye been quadrangular, with the river face three- 
fourths of a mile in length, with square bastions 
at the angles and at the gates ; but it is despi- 
cable both as to strength and situation, the adja- 
cent hills conunanding it. At its N.E. extremity 
a range of rugged barren hills extend down to the 
river, forming a bold point, and from thence trend 
away to the N.E. six or seven miles. On the 
summits of these hills near the city, are a great 
number of pagodas and religious buildings of 
various forms and style of architecture, some 
finished with domes, some pyramidal, some cones, 
with a profusion of gilding expended on them ; 
they had been recently white-washed, and all of 
them seemed in good repair : those on the hills 
have traverse flights of steps, bounded by low 
parapet walls leading to them, which must have 
cost much labour and expense. Near the river 
are several new ones erecting, the devotion of his 
present mi^esty having occasioned jei rage for 
building temples and monasteries. 

In the course of the forenoon we reached the 
city of Amarapoonh, which, including the mhr 
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nrb9, ei^tends four miles along the south-eastern 
bank of the river, and teems with religious build- 
ings of various shapes. The palace, as seen from 
the river, appears a confused assemblage of build- 
ings, glittering with a blaze of gilding. One 
part of it has a square building finished with bat- 
tlements, and a flat Eoof with Tuscan Pilasters i4 
the angles, something in the theatrical style, and 
evidently the essay of some smatterer in Euro- 
pean architecture: it is painted white with gilt 
mouldings, but is so surrounded with trees, and 
the mean habitations of the natives, that it is but 
imperfectly seen from the river. It is situated 
about ^ree-fourths of a mile N.E. by N. from the 
extremity of the western suburbs. The fort, I tm 
infonn^, is about one mile further to the N.E. 
by N. The houses of the citizens in general 
have but a mean appearance viewed from the 
river ; they are raised on piles with pitched roo&i 
many of them tiled and built of wood ; but many 
also are covered with shingles or thatch, and built 
with mats and bamboos. It seems, however, to 
be very populous, and ha3 a multitude of small 
craft lying along the strand, and plying to and 
fro on the river. To the eastward and northward 
are a high range of rugged barren mountains^ 
distant four or five miles, which we saw rather 

m 

imperfiectly from a thick haze which prevailed; 
to the westward were the rugged chain of hills 
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which extend along the we^m bitok of the river 
from Chegain. The main breadth of the river 
opposite the city of Amarapoorah U about two 
miles ; the intermediate space, however, at this 
^sewon is mostly filled with high sandy isUmds 
xlivided from eadi other by various channels : at 
present they are under cultivation, but iu the raina 
are all overflown, and are annually changing their 
form and situation. 

My guides conducted me to the north*westera 
end of one of them, nearly opposite the centre of 
the city, where they told me I musyt remain for 
&rther orders from the viceroy; the ehri«tiaii 
interpreter who attended me upon the part of 
Government, and who had been despatched two 
days a-head of us to announce my fi{^i9ach« 
having returned with an order fdr my escort to 
stop at Chegain^ or wherever else he might meet 
me. The king' with all his court are at Mheghoon, 
where he has erected a magnificent pa^da, and 
will remain until the next full moop, which falU 
on the 11th of next month, to conclude the cere- 
monies of consecration ; and is so devoutly intent 
on these pious c^ces, that it is impo^^iible for hw 
to yield a thought' to sul)luna,ry ma|;ters. From 
this man I learnt that the letter? { sent to the 
whoongees and viceroy frooo^ Rangoon in October 
last, have not yet beeti opened,. as they wait for 
the Ei^lish translator Mr. Moncowtuse^ whom 
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we* hai^e imfiiitiiiifttely left in tbe rear wilii the 
merchant-boats ; fi>r which the chekoy and mew- 
jenyhave recetT^d a severe reprimand, with strict 
injunctions to bring him up without delay : they 
aooordingly- haire despatched a small boat for him. 
Tlie excuse for my detention at this inhospitable 
spot, is, that it is necessary first for the viceroy 
to present a petition to his m^esty, to Minounce 
my arrival, and request peimission for my landings 
and that it is uncertain when a fi^voiiraUte oppor^ 
tnmty may occur, under the present circumstances 
efliis devout abstraction, to present this petition. 
I have furAer learnt, however, that no house has 
■9 yet been fttepared for me : the sfad[)under 
Jlmnsey gave this as a private reilson to Pedro, 
the interpreter. The truth is, that this is altogether 
an' intended slight, meant to impress the grosser 
^idtitude with ideas of the superiority of their 
own government over all others ; and makes part 
of a premeditated plan of insult, which will re* 
quire all my address and patience to baffle or 
Qveroonie: however arduous the task,, I trust I 
sfaaH yet awaken them from their dream, and ani 
fidly prepared for the contest. I sent bad: the 
interpreter immediately to acquaint the viceroy of 
my situation, and my wish tb selid the Governor* 
General's letters to hitai ', and also to inform him, 
that he' would IKnd a Burmhan translation enclosed 
in the letter I forwarded from Rangoon. I wanted 

e2 
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to send my own interpreter with him» but this waa 
denied me by my escorts I took no pains to dis- 
guise my sense of the neglect I had experienced 
from him. 

January 25. ' No answer is returned as yet 
from the ' viceroy, or the smallest public no- 
tice taken of us from any quarter; and the re- 
moteness of our situation places us out of the 
reach of the gaze of the multitude, except the 
market people passing and repassing in their ca- 
noes ; the women here row and manage the boats 
as well as the men. I had some thoughts of de- 
spatching Mr. Burnett, with my interpreter, to 
court, with the Governor-General's letters to the 
viceroy and whoongees, but defer doing it till I 
he^r from the viceroy. 

January 26. Late last night a Burinhan, who 
dime liirith me from Calcutta, returned from Mheg- 
h6on ; he was one of those Burmhans sent about 
three years since to inquire into the religion and 
manners of the natives of Ceylon. The head of 
this deputation died on their voyage to Calcutta. 
He informed me, that happening to be known to 
one of the sherydoghees at court, he intioduf^ 
himL to the newly promoted rayhoon of Rangoon, 
who appears to be in great &vour with his ma- 
jesty at present : he desired him to follow him to 
court, where he was going ; when there, the ray- 
hdon itold the chief whbonghee, that this Burm- 
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ban had just arrived with the English Deputy.; 
the whoonghee iiQmediately conveyed this intelli- 
gence to his majesty, who said he had already 
heard of my arrival from the viceroy, and desired 
that the man might be brought to him. When 
near to him, he entered into very fieaniliar dis- 
course, inquired very particularly as to my per- 
son, age, manners, and rank. He inquired whe- 
ther the commerce of Bengal was great : the man 
replied, the masts of the ships were like fojrests of 
trees on the river. He then asked, if he had seen 
the coach intended for him : to which he replied 
in the affirmative. He then desired to know, if 
it had been rode in by any one : the man said, it 
never had, as it had been built expressly for him. 
At hi^ majesty's desire he then described the 
coach, and made a sketch of it, which he gave the 
king, who said it was not so handsome as the 
one he already had: the man in his simplicity, 
contradicted him; at which the king laughed 
heartily, and said, ** You are partial to the English, 
you have not seen my coach — let him be shewn 
my coach !" One of the officei^ of the court im- 
mediately conducted him to where his majesty's 
coadi was kept. On his return the king said, 
" Well, now you have seen my coach, what is 
your opinion?" He replied, he still thought the 
new coach much handsomer ; at which the king 
laughed heartily! The courtiers behind pulled 
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him by his clothes, and Vfihispered, he must noi 
talk in that-manner to the'king. The poor man, 
iii the simpliciiy of his Keact, confessed, that he 
trembled from head to Yoot, not knowiaj^ how to 
reply ; and tlmt when the king spoke to him, the 
whoonghee behind checking him, lie remained 
mute with his mouth open ; but the king encou^ 
raging him by his a&bility, he proceeded, saying, 
*♦ Your majesty is great and powerful, and whiat you 
say must be right ; but ' it is proper that I should 
speak' the truth, and I still think, that when you 
see the n^w coach, you will say it is the hand- 
somest.'^ The king laughed,^ and said lie was right : 
besides, said he, *^ the new coach is coyexed with 
lamps.'' *'What," said hismajesty, ''has it lamps? 
hrtre' candles been as yet piit in them ?" The 
mto said, ^ No ;" at which the king seemed much 
pleased. The king then said, '' You haye been 
at Ceylon ; ^hat is the age pf the king?" He re* 
plied, "Fifty years.*' « Ah, that is near my age.'' 
*' He is yery Mack," said the Burmhan : at whidi 
the king laughed. The man then told his mar 
jesty, that the English had conquered Ceylon from 
the Dutch, and that no flag was to be seen flying 
dii the shores of India, but the English; at 
which the king expressed great sajtis&ction^ say* 
ing, ^* My people can iiof haye free intercourse 
with Ceylpri.'* He theii desired him to retire, and 
return again with his books and drawings. The 
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honour thus conferred on him, he says, made 
the envy of the whole court The viceroy of 
Pegu took him to his own house, and questioned 
him respecting me, and the whoongees ordered 
him to come to them next day. They asked him 
why he went to court so shabbily dressed, he 
said^ he was a poor man, and had no better clothes: 
niey told him he should have better clothes given 
him next time. The chekoy and mewjerry of Ran* 
goon happened to be in my tent when he began his 
^relation : they hoth seemed to feel the pai^ of 
envy^ but promised him a silk dress for bringing such 
good news. When the mewjerry went out of my 
tent, my interpreter heard him say to the chekoy, I 
have served his majesty nine years, and have never 
yet seen hb fiice, and here this poor cooly has 
been honoured with a familiar conversation. 
. I have Iwen thus particular in detailing this 
conversation, as I had no reason to doubt of its 
anthenticity, and as it will tend more to the elu- 
cidation of the character of the sovereign and his 
people, than volume^ of well-dressed Reclamation. 
This passed on the 2dth, and while the man was 
with the viceroy, the king sent orders that I 
should be immediately forwarded to Mheghoon, 
and lodged near the viceroy^s palace ; I am, there- 
lore, indebted to the viceroy for my detention at 
tfaii place. At night Mr. Moncourtuse, the inter- 
preter,, arrived. 1 propose, sending my assistant 
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wivft'him to Mfaegfaoon in tiie mornings with tlie 
GoTernoT'General'a letters to the viceroy and 
whoongee9. ' 

Jakuary S7. In the morning I prepared a 
letter of instructions for Mr. Burnett ; but when 
I I'eqtaested a boat to convey him, and Mr . Mon- 
eourtdse, fihom the chekoy, he first endeavoured 
to 'isAiuffle off the business, ahd at length when 
pressed to determine peremptorily, refused to let 
Mr. Burnett go. Under these circumstances of 
ft^tratnt, confined td a barren sand-bank,, denied 
ril communication with the court, or even with the 
city,' to procure provisions, it became unavoidably 
necessary to state my grievances, and demand re- 
dress : to have hesitated longer, would have been 
a tacit confession of timidity and imbecility ; and 
so far from forwarding the interests of my mis- 
sion, could only tend to provoke further insult. 
I therefore determined to write a spirited but re- 
spectful letter to the viceroy, to state my griev- 
ances; demand redress, or permission to return to 
Bengal; and to intrust it to the care of Mr. 
Moncourtuse, who promised to go with it pri- 
vately to Mheghoon. In trusting this man, it 
may be thought I risked too much, but I had no 
choice of measures short of submission ; besides, 
1 had a double tie of interest and personal safety 
on him: I had been liberal to him, and endea- 
voured to attach him by promise of fiirther reward. 
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and his health* periiaps his life* was in my haiudi9» 
as he was much afflicted by the gmvel, ami oould 
obtain no relief but from me. But it is unaecesr 
aaiy to detail my reasons at full for this deter- 
mination at present, as I hope I shall not be lei 
dueed to the necessity of a vindication ; or if I 
am, hereafter will be time enough ; what is locked 
up in my own breast^ is safer there than any where 
else at present 

In the eyening the chekoy came to my t^it, 
with a view to soften me. The poor old man is 
really much distressed, afraid of giving offence 
either way. Considering him merely as the in- 
strument of despotism, I pitied him, and endea* 
vouied to abate his fears, by assuring him I was 
not angry with him; that I considered him m 
merely acting aeoording to his orders, as I acted 
according to mine. He informed me that ,the 
king had lately given the exblusive privilege, or 
monopoly* of the trade of Rangoon to a native 
Mahomedan, who had left court five or six days 
before my arrival; and that his migesty was 
somewhat embarrassed by my coming on that 
account. I had heard of the intrigues of this 
Mahomedan before I left Rangoon ; this was one 
violation of the promised freedom of trade ; the 
levying the duties at the chokeys on the river as 
beffire, was another ; but it is a fiuce to talk of 
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toeAties with this peofAe, im the present state of 
their ibftNOMittdn, for t)ieir igftiomiioe of their real 
iiitefests is only to be equaHed by their pride 
atui preMmpttoti ; and, unless I can open their 
eyes to tiieir own interests in the first instance, 
and impiess them with a respectful awe of the 
English power In tiie sec6tid» my remaining here 
wiU only expose the British character to degra- 
dation» and subject my employers to unnecessary 
expense. 

/4MMiy 38. In the morning Pedro, the chris- 
twa inteipretor, returned from Mheghoon ; and 
shortly alter the ehekoy and mewjerry came to my 
tent with a menial senrant of the mayhoon*s, who 
brought ML order written on a Cadjan leaf, for my 
pffoeeeding to Mhegfaoon. This they wanted to 
read to me, but I told them it was unnecessary, 
as I suppose it was addressed to them, and thei^ 
repeating the contents was quite sufficient ; that 
I had already written to the yioeroy to eoinplain 
of the treatment I had met with from them, and 
should not leave my present station until I had 
received satisfiEU^tion. They employed all their 
ifaetoric to move or intimidate me, saying, it was 
his majesty's order, and that their heads would 
be answeifetble for any demur in obeying it, but I 
remained inflexible : I, however, assured the old 
i^ekoy that I had.no quarrel with him, that I 
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€Qpposed4ie imi only4wrtod In tonfortiMy to hhi 
enters, <irhich fcowemr offemkre to me, did mt 
implicate bim. 

About BOOB, Mr. Mancmirtttse rettimed from 
Mhegbbofl in a war-boat, and with him « 
nakan and i|iewjerry, who bfought or^kfs to 
the chekoy, #>c., to reMgn all liirtlier inteifereaee 
with me, and deliyered the following liesaagie 
from the may boon : That he had received my letter, 
and was exceedingly isorry to find I had had so 
great cause to complain ; laid all the blame on the 
cheiLoy, ^., whom he amured me he would 
punish on my arrival at Mheghoon in any manner 
I pleased ; that he had sent the nakan and mew- 
jenry of Jilhegfaoon on the apur of the mcmimit to 
relieve them ; end that he would meet me himaelf 
half way, when I should piroceed to Mheghoon, 
and be^ed of me in Hie meantime to excuse 
what had passed. He also desirod me to consider 
myself at liberty to go myself, or send my ser- 
?ants wherever I pleased ; and, dmt his war-boat 
was at my service to convey me to the city, oar 
any where else. All this was very civil, but 
still short of what I had demanded, or had a right 
to expect ; however, as I was unwilling to push 
matteis too fiur, and hoped this check might tend 
to make them more cautious in fiiture, and deter- 
mining to keep the viceroy to his.prooHse of 
meeting ma, I resolved to proceed halfrway the 
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nest '4atf ajfler 4[)reak&st. AH petrties who had 
4ften before behaved unpertinently, now were 
mtneh humbled, and sought to conciliate me. As 
far as propriety would admit, I listened to their 
i^ioiogies; luid ga^e them distinctly to understand 
I would intercede for them in proper time. So 
ftr Mr. Moneourtuse has acted to my isatisfactton, 
and with management and cautidn I hope may be 
made useful. 

Jmmry 29. We set off about nine a. m. for 
Mh^;hoon, and a little after noon stopped at a 
Tillage oh the west bank of the palace of Amara- 
poovah, bearing S.E. by S., distant four or fire 
miles. At three ri m. we proceeded again idong 
the west bank, and at five o'clock stopped at a 
deserted village. Mheghoon was said to' be about 
one mile and a half distant from thb, but hid from 
the view behind a projecting point of the western 
shore. In the evening, the nakan and mewjerry 
•of Mheghoon desiried leave to go to Mheghoon to 
inform the Viceroy that I had advanced thus fiur, 
and recommended my proceeding in the morning. 
I desired them to present my compliments to the 
mayhoon, and inform him I should remain where 
I Was until I had the pleasure of seeing him, 
according to his promise ; on which they informed 
me that the ensuing was a court-day, when his 
presence could not be dispensed with at court, so 
that it was probable it would not be in his power 
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to meet me. I desired them to say I shouM ivaift 
his leisure at my present station. The drift of all 
this I easily saw, was a design if possiMe to atade 
meeting me. 

January 30. In the morning the mewjerry and 
Pedro returned from Mheghooo with a cadjart 
leaf, containing what they called an oidef for my 
proceeding. I desired my assistant Mr. Burnett^ 
to receive them, and hear what they had to say.. 
They repeated, thftt th^y had broi^ght an older 
from the viceroy for my proceeding to Mhe£^K>ofi. 
I desired they might- be informed that I received 
no orders, but that if they had a letter or message 
from the viceroy to me, I should be happy to 
receive it. They had no letter^ but said that tha 
subject of the cadjan writing which they now 
softened into a memomndum, was an apology fov 
not being able to wut on me« and a request that I 
would proceed to Mheghoon, where we might 
daily see and converse with each other. I de-t 
sired them to return with my respectful com- 
pliments to the viceroy, and say I would da 
myself the honour of waiting his leisui^e where 1 

was. 

Januaty 31. Early in the morning, Pedro the 
interpreter came from Mheghoon, and delivered 
the following message : " The viceroy desired 
his compliments to me, and said he was exceed* 
ingly sorry that an engagement to go up the river 
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tA pnfjT at sotne partieiikr 'p^^oda "wit^ the Eng» 
Tekaing 'or h^ir-aiq[iarent» would deprive hiih of 
the pleasure of being with me this day, buf that 
he would certainly do himself the pleasure of 
deeing me to«morrow.'* The 6habuader JhuiSey 
also sent his compliments^ with a present of some 
firuii andr butter* I desired Pedro to return with' 
my^ coimpliments to the viceroy, and say I should 
be happy to see him» also to thank Mr. Shansey 
tot his present. It knay be ploper to rema^ 
here, that yesterday themewjerlfy on bein^ques** 
lioned by my own interpreter, denied that did 
rioeroy had erer promised to meet me half-way : 
so ready are this people to lie or deny, as it may 
answer their purpose. 

February 1 . About half past nine a. m. two 
warlMmts cam» down firom Mheghoon with the 
newly-tqppointed rayhoon of Rangoon, aceom** 
panied by a natiye Hindoo, who had fbnnerly 
beeii shabundeir of Rangoon. Thfe rayhoon in* 
formed me that due mayhoon had prepared to 
eome down to me, but at the instant he was 
setting off, his majesty had sent for him. He 
had therefore deputed the rayhoon on his behalf; 
and hoped I would exeuse him, and {m>ceed to 
Mheghoon, and that he would undoubtedly receive 
me on my arrival there. I plainly saw this was 
only another evasion of hi§ promise ; but weighing 
in iny owi^ mind that it would be better to contest 



Aesepiwite cm tliei spots tlma through tlie< vk^^ 
dium of mepaoiif^ri^ whi^ could ooly pasa up and 
down onoe ia a day, and whhing at the aamo 
timid to pay a compliqienjt to tho new rayhoon^ 
i^.giye thi^m.a proofof my ivcUnation to. comity 
with their wisheg ai^ fiur as waa consistent with 
propriety, I took, the layhooo iuto my' private 
i^^rtm^nt, aiMi told him that, to oblifs hi^ii, I 
would wave- my intention gf waijtiug till the yicoi 
fpy came to laei^t me, and would proceed with 
him to Mh^ghoon, but that he migjit rest assured 
I woi^ld not quit my boat until the viceroy was 
ther^' tf^ receive me. I hi^ prepared breakfast 
for tl^ .mcghoon, which now served tp> regfde his 
seQond, and after breakfast we proceeded- north 
alKMit^^l^e n|il^9 to. a sand-bai^ in the middle of 
the rivftr, whejpe huts were, erected for my resi- 
dence, The plaiqe dignified. with the name of the 
eity. of Mheghoon is an assemblage of bamboo 
hutSs with a few wooden houses, straggliiig along 
the wcsteni bauk of the river, for about two miles» 
unjjkx ^ ^^Wg!^ of l^igh barren hills. , At present 
th^y appear to be only temporary habitations for 
the.,c^ur(AerSt and their followers. About tib^ 
centre of what is called the city^ is a wooden 
palace of his naajesty's, externally of a mean 
appe^uwKce ; and along the bank near . it were 
ranged about ten large accommodation^boats for 
the royal fomily « They have houses ejected on 
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them with gilt mouldings and oniaments, also 
two large ones with high pagodas on them for 
his majesty's and the queen*s particular use ; but 
I defer giving a more minute description of them 
until some future opportunity ofibrs of closer in- 
spection. A little beyond his majesty's palace is the 
site of the intended pagoda ; at present they are adr 
Tanced but little abore the foundation ; and, as 
the dimensions are very great, it will require some 
years to finish it. His majesty holds his court at 
present in a large one-poled tent on a sand-bank 
in the riyer opposite, but nearly three-fourths of a 
mile east of the pagoda, where he remains while 
dispensing charity to the priesthood. Besides his 
tent, he has a temporary bamboo palace, and the 
bank is covered with the huts of his particular 
attendants. Just as we came abreast of his tent, 
the magazine of his majesty's fireworks collected 
for the ensuing festival, exploded. On our way 
notice was sent to the viceroy of my approach, 
but when I arrived, about five o'clock, opposite 
the huts, no viceroy appeared ; notice was again 
sent, but the excuse was, that he was still at the 
palace. The rayhoon went on shore to examine 
if the bungalows were ready ; he was very solicit- 
ous to get me on shore : but, at length, finding I 
was fixed in my resolution, he desired leave to 
retire for the night. Between seven and eight at 
night, I was informed that the mayhoon of Hun- 
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zawaddy was new my bonty at a pomtof 4Mnm1, 
and desiited'lo aee me. I relumed (m answeir, 
I sliotild be happy to see his eseellency «jt my 
boot, as it was too late for me to go on ehoip. 
He then made his people pidl him alongside my 
boat (for \m had not quitted his own) : when umx 
enough to conyene,- he apologised for Aiot beijgg 
able to attenMl me aoeording to hisTpiomisep fuiul 
aaswed me, he woidd do himself the pleasure of 
seeing^ me in die momkig; in the meaaikivie h^ 
requested I woidd go aehwa to the houses prp- 
vided fer me by his majesty. I told him I should 
attend him with pleasure to the buQgalow'9, when- 
eTer I. had the pieamre of his company; that I 
had been so long i&rboats, that it was a matter 
of litde consequenee to me remaining on bcprd a 
few nofe nights. He was pleased to add, he 
should be a Tery troublesome risitaat in miasH^ 
and re^passing ftma his house to the palace; was 
Tery jeculaf and ftmiliar, oooasiooally laughiBg 
very heartily ; his boat* s crew and the tsunoundiotg 
people joining in his mirth. Afier staying about 
a quarter .of an hour, he wished me. a goqd 
nigfct; it' was so 'dark that I oeuld; but barely 
see him. 

Pebruary 2. About eleren AJkf ., the rnyhoon 
and the n^deoanl diabunder eame on board 
my boat, and delivered a fonnal m ess ag e from 
the Ticeioy, that be had again .beeii..oblig)ed.^ 

p 



66 JOtmNAL OF A RESIDBNCIS 

go to the palace, and requested I would suffer 
the rayhoon to conduct me to die bungalows 
provided for me : they added, very seriously, 
that his majesty would be displeased, if he knew 
I was still on board my boats. In reply, I told 
them firmly and decisively, that it was unneces- 
sary to say more on the subject ; that the viceroy 
had promised to meet me, and that I relied on 
that promise being fulfilled ; and that, as to his 
majesty's displeasure, the averting it did not rest 
with me. I then ordered tea for them, and they 
sent for the viceroy, who shortly after came 
from his house where he had returned from the 
palace. MHiien the rayhoon saw his boat coming, 
he went on shore to the bungalow, and then sent 
to desire I would come on shore to receive the 
viceroy. I desired he might be. told that he had 
made a mistake, that it was the viceroy who was 
to receive me, and requested he would come on 
board to conduct me to .the viceroy. This he 
complied with'. I then sent up to the bungalow 
a carpet with chairs, and, as soon as I saw the 
viceroy near the bungalow, I landed and went 
up to it. The chairs were ranged in two rows, 
with two chairs at the end of the room ; the 
viceroy pointed to me to sit down in the first 
chair on his left hand, or, at the head of the left- 
hand-row ; and seating himself in one of the end 
chairs, he put his betel-box and smoking-apparatus 
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on the other. The rayhoon and the subordinate 
oflScers were seated in the opposite row of chairs. 
I thought the arrangement rather awkward; but» 
considering the house as his, in this stage of the 
business I took no notice. It was evident, how- 
ever, that he was much embariassed, and seem- 
ingly doubtful how he should act 

The conversation opened with mutual inquiries 
after each other's health ; he then inquired par- 
ticularly how the Governor-General was ; and, as 
his reserve gradually wore away, he entered into 
fiimiliar conversation through the medium of a 
very able interpreter. He now expressed his 
wish that I would sleep on shore that night, 
which I said I would do with pleasure: the 
layhoon immediately said, you paid no attention 
to our entreaties last night, but comply imme- 
diately when requested by the mayhoon. I 
replied, with a smile, his excellency knew how 
to ccMumand my acquiescence at all times, which 
occasioned a hearty laugh on all sides. I then 
ordered refreshment, and drew my chair to the 
head of the room, we then talked of business 
And various subjects ; I gave him the specimens 
of the coins I had brought, informed him of the 
presents for his majesty, and delivered to him 
the Govemor-General*s letters. After sitting 
about an hour, he desired leave to retire. The 
mayhoon of Hunzawuddy is about thirty-seven 

F i . 
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years of age, has a pleasing open countenance^ 
and good person, is rather above the middle 
stature, and has a small black beard. His dress 
was a pink and white plaid pattern silk lungee, a 
short open muslin jamma, and gold embroidered 
muslin handkerchief round his head ; gold spiral 
ear-rings, a ruby ring on the fore-finger of his 
right hand, gold wrist bangles, and Burmhan 
sandals, which he wore in the house: in his 
hand he carried a small chowrie. I ordered my 
bed and the furniture on shore, and in the even- 
ing two days' provision were sent from the Looto 
for myself and suite ; and at night one of the 
Woondocks sent me a present of flowers. 

February 3. About ten a. m. the rayhocm and 
Jhansey, the shabunder, brought people to un* 
load the boats, and I got most of the things on 
shore. The viceroy passed and re-passed several 
times without calling as he had promised. Mr. 
Moncourtuse went over to his house in the 
morning, and translated the Govemor-Generars 
letters, with which he is said to have been much 
satisfied, and desired Mr. M. to inform me I 
might depend on every assistance in his power. 
By him he also sent me a present of firuit. The 
rayhoon was very inquisitive to-day as to the na- 
ture of our government and laws, and wrote 
down, before me, my answers to his queries. I 
encouraged this inquisitiveness, as he has gained 
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kid influence with his majesty by making himself 
useful in that way. He has been at Madras and 
the European settlements on the coast several 
times; and is, for a Burmhan, an intelligent 
fellow. 

February 4. In the morning I sent Mr. Mon- 
courtuse with the invoices of the coins and a 
present of tea to the mayhoon. I desired him 
to tell the viceroy that I had not mentioned the 
coining implements among the presents to the 
king» the Governor-General having sent them as 
a particular compliment through him. He ap- 
peared much pleased, and renewed the assurances 
of his best offices, and promised to call on me in 
the course of the day. I got the coinage un- 
packed and put up, and had the satisfaction to 
find it perfect and in good order. The viceroy 
passed and re-passed without calling, but in the 
evening he sent me a present of two milch cows 
and calves, some rice, ghee, plantains, and sugar- 
cane : and from the Looto I received eight days* 
provisions. The viceroy and his lady promised 
to call on me to-morrow. A brother-in-law of his, 
and some young men, called in the course of the 
day, and I entertained them with tea, ^c. 

February 5. The viceroy and his lady passed to 
the palace without calling. About eleven a. m. 
the Rayhoon, ^c, came from the palace. He 
brought with him ^ gold and silver coin, and a 
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map painted on cloth, which, he infoimedme, 
were sent hy his majesty, who requested to know 
if I had any knowledge of the country described 
on the map or the coins. They were brought 
him by the messengers from the country they call 
Vizaddee, who had arrived to supplicate his ma* 
jesty's assistance to place a person, they call the 
rightful sovereign, on the throne ; who, they say, 
had been dispossessed by his brother. In conse- 
quence of their representations, his majesty had 
assembled a large army, and had already sent off 
90,000 men in advance, to clear the roads, ^c, 
and meant to follow it up by a much laiger force. 
According to their account, Vizaddee lies n. w« 
800 miles from Amarapoorah ; a large river is de* 
lineated as running through the country, and is 
represented as falling into the sea near Chitta- 
gopg, at no great distant from Vizaddee. Look- 
ing at the coins, I immediately knew them to be 
from Assam ; and could easily perceive the river 
to be the Burrampooter. . Upon examining the 
map of Hindostan, I found that Ghugong, the ca- 
pital of Assam, was situated about 360 miles 
N. w. from Amarapoorah ; and from their descrip- 
tion of the country, the manners of the people, 
and other circumstances, I was convinced that 
Vizaddee was either one of the independent petty 
rajaships to the eastward of Ghugong, or another 
name for Assam Proper itself. I recollected also 
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having heard in Caloutta, that about two years 
ago a force of six companies of sepoys,' under 
Ci^tain Welch, had been detached from Rimg- 
poie, to establish theMahRaj, SerackDeo, on 
die throne of his ancestors; that Lieutenant 
Wood, as surveyor, had accompanied hun ; and 
that I had with me a khidmutgar, who attended 
Lieutenant Wood on that expedition. I sent for 
him, and he immediately recognised the coins. 
I permitted the layhoon to question him freely, 
and was fully convinced that my conjectures were 
right. I also recollected seeing a map of the 
same kind with Mr. Speke at Calcutta. I thought 
this a good opportunity of impressing them with 
an idea of the superiority of our troops, and told 
the rayhoon, that about two years since we had 
sent about 600 men to place the rajah of Ghu- 
gong on his throne ; and that that number was 
found sufficient to conquer and defend the whole 
country. The whole of this conversation was mi- 
nuted down, and carried to his majesty ; and if I 
may judge from the impression it evidently made 
on the minds of the auditors, will put a stop to 
the Yizaddee expedition. The rayhoon then de- 
sired leave to retire, and said he should acquaint 
the viceroy and the whoonghees that the carriage 
was ready ; and that, probably, the nest day he 
might bring an order from his majesty to take 
charge of it. I told him I should be happy to 
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receive his majesty's conusiands ; but that it was 
usual with us to begin at the bottom of the bid- 
der, and that it would be neeessary, in the fifst 
instiMM^e, fiorrthe whoonghees to settle certmn jMre- 
liminaries contained in a letter I had done myself 
the honour to address to them frmi Rangoon, 
and which, as yet, remained unanswered. He 
said he would inform them of my sentiments. 

In the evening the viceroy, with several of the 
royal fiunily, in their boats of state, paraded past 
my bungalow, to look at the carriage, and be 
looked at, but none of them came on shore. In 
the course of the evening I was informed, that the 
rayhoon had made his report to the whoon- 
i^hees, who said they would make their report to 
his majesty in the morning, and let me know his 
pleasure. 

February 6. In the morning I sent Mr. Bur- 
nett, with Mr. Moncourtuse, to the mayhooo^ 
to inform him of what had been reported to me 
by the rayhoon, respecting the near approach <^ 
my audience of his majesty ; and to request that 
he would state to the whoonghees, the necessity 
of my having an answer from them respecting- 
the mode of my reception ; as otherwise it would 
be impossible for me to leave my bungalow. 
He was seated on a chair, and rose when Mr. 
Burnett entered, and received him with much 
affability, and called for a chair ; but there not 
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being another in his present habitation, Mr. Bur- 
nett waved ceremony, and seated himself on a 
mat» The place where he received Mr. Burnett 
waa a shed, at a small distance from his house, 
laiaed about ten inches from the ground, built of 
bamboos and mats, and serving as a temporary 
durbar. He made the usual inquiries after my 
health, heard the message, and said he would 
speak to the Whoonghees respecting my Ran- 
goon letters ; but said, they would not receive 
the Govemor-6eneral*s letters until I had an au- 
dience of his majesty. He then entered into fa- 
miliar chat with Mr. Burnett, and ordered tea for 
him. Mr. Burnett, after sitting some time, express- 
ing a wish to see some fireworks, which he was 
preparing for the ensuing festival, he desired the 
fonner Shabunder to shew them to him; and 
soon after came out and joined them, and told 
Mr. Burnett he should give him one of each kind 
to send to Bengal, as a specimen of their skill in 
that manufacture. I learnt that, the raiyhoon had 
been up all night with his majesty,; I suppose, 
detailing what he had learnt of me respecting 
Vizaddee, or Vizallee. He came to me in the 
evening, and infimned me that his majesty had 
given orders for my being introduced to an au- 
dience on the 8th, and requested I would pre- 
pare accordingly. I told him that I should be 
very sorry to disappoint his majesty's expecta- 
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tions, but that it was absolutdy necessary I 
should be previously acquainted with every form 
and ceremony required at my introduction, as 
some mistakes had occurred on a former occa- 
sion, which were unpleasant and improper ; and 
that, in order to avoid being subjected to any 
thing of the kind, I was determined to know what 
I was to expect before I quitted my bungalow. 
I therefore requested of him to obtain for me a 
written document, authenticated by the may- 
boon, specifying minutely the mode and manner 
in which I was to be received ; thb he promised 
to obtain for me. He said nothing on the subject 
of the Vizaddee business. 

February 7. It being evident to me that the 
Burmhan government wished to precipitate my au- 
dience, without coming to any previous explanar 
tion, I therefore deeined it expedient, in order to 
avoid further delay or evasion, to send Mr. Burnett, 
my own interpreter, Mr. Rowland, and Mr. Mon- 
courtuse, the government translator, to inform the 
mewwhoon of the substance of the rayhoon's in- 
formation last night, and my reply ; and to deliver 
the following message : — " That I earnestly re- 
quested of his excellency immediately to procure 
the settlement of the preliminaries of my recep- 
tion at court, and of my interview with the whoon- 
ghees ; for until that anived, I could not move 
from my house : that I had the firmest reliance 
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on the wisdom of his majesty's determination ; I 
was certain he would not require any concessions 
on my part unworthy the representative of a free 
and equal state ; or that he would not wish to 
see his own representatiye subjected to ; that I 
entreated of him to request of the whoongheea 
to reflect, that it was not Captain Cox who con* 
tended for an equality of mnk, but the repre- 
sentatiye of the Supreme Govemm^it of the 
British Company's possessions in India, who de- 
rived his pretensions from his office, in the same 
manner they did from theiis ; it was not the man 
but the office which claimed respect. That the 
British nation, moderate and equitable in all its 
dealings, arrogated no superiority, but subscribed 
inferiority to none ; and, therefore, that the Su« 
preme Government for the British Possessions in 
India, would never submit to treat with any na^ 
tion in India, but on terms of perfect equality ; 
an axiom it was absolutely necessary for the mi- 
nisters of the Burmhan government ever to keep 
in view, if they meant to establish or preserve 
friendship between the two states : that, in their 
negotiations with me, they must never use the 
language of degradation : that, when I had any 
thing to propose, or represent, I should, with all 
deference and respect, submit it, in the form of 
a memorial, for his majesty's consideration. 
Where I had a right to contend for, I should 
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demand attention, but never petition. Changing 
places I desired to ask him, how his majesty would 
like to have his letters to the Governor-General 
called petitions? I desired also, that he might 
be fully informed, that I would not in future pay 
any attention to any information, but what came 
immediately from himself, either verbally in per- 
son, or authenticated under his hand ; as I looked 
up to him alone, in the present stage of my busi- 
ness for instruction, attention, and support : and 
that I was not a little surprised, that any other 
channel of communication should have been used, 
as it was unusual and improper : that I begged 
of him to consider, that the object of my mission 
was no trivial matter, but of infinite importance to 
the welfare of both states ; and therefore deserving 
of the most deliberate con^deration : that I 
should expect the pleasure of seeing his excel- 
lency, with the instrument I requested, in the 
course of the day ; otherwise I should take it for 
granted, that his majesty's ministers meant to 
postpone my audience to some more convenient 
opportunity, or were not anxious for my having 
any audience at all. That I regretted very much 
being debarred the honour and happiness of a 
free personal communication with his excellency, 
which he had taught me to hope for at our first 
interview ; (I had learnt that he had been ad- 
vised to be sparing of his visits, that it might ad- 
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vance*his importance), as exclusive of the happir 
ness communicated by his presence, my reliance 
was on him for advice and instruction ; conclud- 
ing that he would find me on trial devoted to the 
interests of his sovereign and country; and as 
sincere in my attachment and respect for him, as 
I was candid and explicit in my communications. 
This message I committed to paper to prevent 
mistakes, and desired Mr. Burnett to deliver it 
verbatim^ without comment, receive the answer, 
and return. The minister was at break&st when 
he got to his house ; I had desired Mr. Burnett to 
take a chair with him, on which he was seated in 
the durbar shade until the mewwhoon joined him. 
The mewwhoon seated himself on a kind of 
couch at one end of the room, and the members 
of his rangoon council present, namely, the ray- 
hoon and shabunder Jhansey, were seated on 
mats on the floor. After the usual compliments, 
Mr. Burnett repeated the substance of the ray- 
hoon's information, ^c, and then proceeded to 
read my message. The mewwhoon inquired why 
he read the message. He was told, that it was 
our custom to commit all messages of importance 
to writing, in order to avoid mistakes. He said 
. the English were very clever, and their customs 
m that respect better than the Burmhan ; for it 
often hi^pened, when he sent a message, the 
bearer, according to iM humour, would say twice 
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as much, or not repeat half of it Mr. Moneour* 
tuse then said, *^ My lord, you must excuse me, 
if there should be any thing unpleasant in this 
message, the English always convey their real 
sentiments without disguise ; and if I do not in- 
terpret fiiithfully, the Resident has sent his own 
interpreter, who will detect me, and then the Re- 
sident will be angry with me. I am» my lord, in 
the situation of a man with a rope round his ne<^ 
and the ends held by adverse parties ; whichever 
way he may lean, he is in equal danger of being 
strangled." The mewwhoon laughed heartily, 
and said, '' Yes, I can pero^ve the Resident is 
very circumspect and clever ; go on without fear.'' 
In reply, he said, he was sorry that public busi- 
ness had prevented him being with me as often as 
he wished ; that he considered me and the English 
interests under his immediate protection, and him- 
self accountable to the Governor-General for all 
the good or ill that might happen to me ; that the 
rayhoon was his immediate deputy, and hoped I 
would consider every oommunication from him the 
same as from himself, (he bad privately desire<C 
that I would not pay too much attention to him) ; 
that he would go to the palace, and procure the 
arrangement I wished. He would promise, that 
my reception should be unexceptionable.; but 
would not undertdce to settle the mode of my 
interview with the whoonghees ; itr must rest en- 
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tirely with his majesty, who would give direc- 
tions on that head after my audience. He un- 
derstood what my desires were, and hoped he 
should be able to satisfy me. He said, he was 
sorry he could not wait on me himself, but that 
he would send the rayhoon with the paper I re- 
quired in the evening. Mr. Burnett then retired. 
About an hour afterwards, the shabunder Jhansey, 
the rayhoon, ire, came to my Bungalow, and 
informed me that the may boon himself was coming 
OTer to visit me. About half-past eleven a. m. the 
mayhoon landed, and my company left the bunga- 
low to join him. My guard was paraded to sa- 
lute him, and Mr. Burnett Wisnt out to meet him. 
He did not come immediately, but sat down to 
look at some of the coining-machinery that lay 
outside^ and then went to look at the coach, 
which stood at the front angle of the enclo- 
sure near the house. Mi:. Burnett attended him 
to shew. it It appeared to me, that he de- 
layed coming to the house, in expectation of my 
coming out to meet him ; but considering this as 
his first visit to me, and knowing it was a compli- 
ment never paid among themselves, I waited until 
he had gratified his curiosity, and received him 
at the entrance of my public room, ushered him 
to the upper end of the room, and seated him on 
my right hand on a couch placed there for that 
purpose. He appeared a little stiff at first ; but 



80 JOURNAL OF A RESIDENCE 

whether it was the embanassment of a want of 
conscious dignity , or disappointed vanity, I shall 
not pretend to determine. Tea and sweatmeats 
were already prepared and presented to him, and 
I soon contrived to restore him to his wonted ease 
and good humour. I made a point of not enter- 
ing on any part of my morning's message, or any 
topic of business ; and when he retired he was 
presented with two bottles of otta and essences. 
About nine at night, the rayhoon came to my 
bungalow, and informed me, that every thing re- 
specting the mode of my reception was settled ; 
that a suitable accommodation-boat would be sent 
over in the morning for me and my suite, and war- 
boats to tow it ; that a woondock and sandogans 
would come from the palace, and the viceroy him- 
self from the opposite side to attend me ; that horses 
would be sent down to the landing-place for my 
conveyance, ^c, as it was too short a distance to 
employ elephants ; that it would be necessary on this 
occasion for my guard to leave their arms. behind 
them ; that they might attend me to the gate of 
the palace, where they must stop with all my 
attendants but two ; that it was expected I should 
take off my shoes at the same place, and also 
leave my chatter or umbrella behind ; * and, lastly, 
that the king and all the royal family would be 
present to receive me. He added, he did not give 
me this notice officially, that the mayhoon would 
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detail particulars in the morning; and, that in 
case the woondocks arriyed before him, he re- 
quested of me to let them remain in their boats, 
until he came to introduce them. I thanked 
him for his kind attention, and requested he would 
do me the &your to give my respects to the 
mayhoon, and say I hoped to see him early in the 
morning, so that in case I should have occasion 
to object to any part of the ceremonial, there 
might be time to get it rectified, without delaying 
my audience to another day. 

February 8. At seven a. m. I was informed 
that the mayhoon had arrived, but requested I 
would excuse his leaving his boat till the weather 
was a little warmer. I immediately sent him a 
handsome shawl, which I requested he would do 
me the &vour to accept. He shortly after came 
up to the bungalow habited in his court-dress, 
war., a large bodied red velvet gown, with large 
wide sleeves trimmed with broad gold lace, and a 
red velvet cap about a foot in height, the peak 
slightly curved backwards, with a rim of gold 
plate round the bottom band, one inch and a half 
broad, and another about two inches higher up, 
with perpendicular gold leaves rising from it, 
shaped like spear-heads ; the habit altogether 
much in the Chinese style. After sitting some 
time, he requested to know if I had any questions 
to ask him respecting the form of my audiencd. 
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I toid him I waited. fiM- the information he had 
promised me ; he thea repeated to me nearly 
verbatim, what I had already heard from the ray- 
hoon, adding, that the business of my. interview 
with the whoonghees could not be settled until 
after my audience with his majesty, who neces- 
sarily deferred determining on that »ibject, until 
he had rei^d the Goyemor-General's letter ; this 
excuse was [fusible enough. He also excused 
the circumstaace of taking off my shoes at '^tha 
gate, as an insuimountable prejudice of their 
laws, which even the princes of the blood. were 
obliged to submit to. When there was a. neces- 
sity for submission, it was well to yield with a 
good grace ; by making no demand, and leaving 
the arrangement to his majesty's pleasure, I had 
left myself free of the embarrassment of retracting, 
and probably obtained as much as I should have 
gained by a more offensive line of conduct. I 
therefore told him I was very well content with 
the arrangement, but requested he would avow 
the reason why elephants were not provided as on 
tiie former occasion. He assured me there was 
no particular motive, and that I might have an 
elephant whenever I wanted to visit any part of 
the country, or in ease I should have an audience 
of his majesty at Amarapoorah. As it was my 
present business to confide in his assurances, I 
t^ld him I was satisfied with his exolanation, and 
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was ready to aitt^d him. He then left me to 
giTe directions for embarking the carriage, coins, 
4re. 4rc. About half past ten a. m. I embarked 
with my suite oh a boat such as is used by their 
men of rank. The channel we had to cross to 
the king's island, was not above 250 yards wide, but 
we were detained in the boat dear an hour while 
they were landing the carriage, S^c. I should 
have mentioned that the sandogans brought to my 
bimgaloi^ several stands or wooden waiters, about 
eighteen inches high, painted red and gilt, to carry 
the smaller presents on ; these I had covered with 
red silk, and placed the Governor-General's letters 
to the king on one ; the shanscrit books on five 
others ; my own present to his majesty, a pair of 
right-hand chank on a sixth, and the Governor* 
General's letters to the whoonghees on a se- 
venth: and when I left my house, they were 
carried down to the boat before me. The 
woondock did not come to my bungalow, but 
remained in his boat: he came, however, into 
the boat next to mine, just before I landed, and 
desired I might be informed he was there; as 
be did not cQme on board my boat, I took no 
notice of hbn. I had sent over saddles for the 
horses, but had predetermined to walk to the 
palace. 

When I landed, the procession was formed as fol* 
lows: The Govemor-Generars letters, S^c.^ on the 
tarays first, then the coins and coining machinery, 
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even to the large blocks of wood in which the 
presses are fixed; then the carriage; next two 
sandogans and rayhoon of Rangoon; then my 
servants; next myself and Mr. Burnett; in the 
rear the sepoys, two a-breast ; after them servants 
and led horses ; the woondock and mayhoon of 
Hunzawuddy to the left a-breast of me. They 
desired I would mount, and had horses attending 
for themselves, but finding I chose to walk, they 
walked also. As we made a sweep to the east- 
ward, it increased our distance to about a mile 
over a loose sand ; the sides of the road were 
lined with gazers, who, from our slow marching, 
had ample time to gratify their curiosity. About 
900 yards from the east front of the [lalace tent, 
his majesty's troops formed an avenue. They 
were seated on the ground with their muskets 
and match-locks grounded, and pointing inwards 
with their muzzles a little elevated, as if ready 
to punish any aggression : they were dressed in 
thie common habits of the country, and were a 
mere rabble. When the woondocks, ^c, entered, 
within the line of troops, they took off their shoes, 
and sent away their chatters or umbrellas. About. 
150 yards from the gate of the palace enclosure, 
we halted, opposite a shade of bamboos ; within 
which carpets and mats were spread. The may- 
hoon, ^c, went into the shade, and requested I 
would come in out of the sun, until orders came . 
for my proceeding : however, as it was expected J . 
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should fwll off my 8hoes» I declined the innta* 
tion. In about five minutes we again proceeded. 
When I came to the gate, I requested »that my 
iaterfHreters, the two orphan boys * who came with 
me from Calcutta, and one servant might attend 
me, to which the mayhoon immediately agreed. 
While this was settling, they appeared very 
anxious £br my pulling off my shoes, and alarmed 
for fear I should not comply ; however, I told 
them, they need not doubt my performing all I 
had agreed to, and immediately I took them off, 
and sent back the other servants. The great door 
of the tent is close to this east side of the enclo- 
sure, but we entered at another gate a little to 
the right, on purpose I suppose, that the multi- 
tude might see me walking in the sun, on the 
bare ground without my shoes: Before we ad- 
vanced, the isandogans and rayhoon kneeled down, 
dosed their hands flat together, lifted them to 
their foreheads, and bowed their heads three 
times to the earth. At their request we took ofl 
our hats, and bowed in our own style three times, 
and then put on our hats again. The request 
was made with respect : we then advanced slowly 
towards the north face of the tent ; midway the 

* These were two boys from the orphan school at Calcutta, 
who had accompanied me for the purpose of making themselves 
masters of the Burmhan language ; that they might eventually 
be nsefal in •ome of the public govenunent offices. 
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piostiations on their part and bows on ouni were 
repeated. Just before we came to the door of the 
tent» they desired me to take off my hat ; Ihis, 
however, I deferred doing until I got into the 
shade, as the sun was yery hot. At the door of 
the tent, the prostrations, ^., were again re* 
peated. The whole distance I had to walk in 
the sun might be about 100 feet. After the first 
prostration, the mayhoon turned inunediately into 
the tent ; and so ill had they concerted the fiurce 
they were acting with me, that a small pause 
occurred before they determined to lead me a 
little more round about. When we entered the 
tent, we saw the courtiers arranged in ranks to 
the right and left, seated on mats spread on the 
ground fronting the throne to the north, so that 
by entering to the north the princes of the bloody 
who were seated in the two front rows, had a 
perfect view of me. A small pause was made also 
for that purpose. We then walked slowly to the 
souths passing the right-hand rows to the rear, 
and then turned into the centre avenue between 
them, to about the centre of the co^irt, where 
mats were placed for us, and we were requested 
to pay our respects to the throne ; when I dropt 
on one knee, and bowed my head. We then 
seated ourselves ; I placed my feet across under 
me in the Hindostanee style ; the whoonghees 
desired I would cover my feet, T^hich I imme* 
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diately eomplied witk. Some one then desired 
the intefpreter to tell me to sit sideways^ the 
vhfMttgiiee called out, ** Never mind ;'* I, iMyw- 
erer, immediately altered my position, placing 
my legs sideways, and leaning for support on 
ny right haml, a Tery awkward and ungraceftil 
position to those not accustomed to it. The 
giand audience-tent is circular, about 300 feet 
ia diameter, supported in the eentf^ by a stout 
mast about sixty feet high, the pinnacle rising 
wbote the top of the tent, perhaps twelve feet 
more, and gilt. The sides supported by an 
aieade of 100 aiches ; the piers of wood about 
fifteen feet high ; the arches formed of bamboo 
work^ the wall-plate which supports the back of 
the tent was of bamboos ; stout ropes are ex- 
tended ifi the inside from the centre pole to each 
pier, and then carried out to posts fifteen or 
twenty feet beyond, and made fast. These 
support the fly of the tent, which was made of 
single dungaree, (a coarse thick cotton fabric, 
conmion in India,) in the sea phrase, neither 
wind nor weather-tight. Round the base of the 
centre pole was built a pedestal about ten feet 
square, and fifteen high, whether of wood or 
masonry I had no c^portunity of Observing. 
Round it was a circular open railing about si5c 
feet high ; and within the enclosure several large 
square glass lanterns were hung, and looking- 
glasses arranged, with other trifles of the same 
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kind. The throne, which came cloee to the 
outer edge of the tent, was an octagon of wood, 
like a large pulpit ; each &ce was about ten feet ; 
the floor elevated about six feet above the level 
of the tent ; the sides open to the south and east, 
the west and north sides skreened by a curtain ; the 
floor was carpeted, and a raised bench covered with 
velvet cushions laced with gold, was placed near 
the centre, a little advanced to the front. Below, 
within the circle of the tent was a raised seat 
like a clerk's reading-desk, covered with green 
velvet, edged and trimmed with broad gold lace, 
with large red velvet cushions on it, trimmed in the 
same manner. To the right and left of the 
throne on the ground, just within the arcade of 
the tent, were ranged twenty of the king's body- 
guard, in satin gowns trimmed with gold lace, 
with treble scolloped capies and cuffi, and gilt 
hats like Mambrino's helmet. Nearer the throne, 
to the right or west side, were seated in a line 
with the body-guards, six eunuchs of the palace, 
native Mahomedans, in white jammas and co- 
loured silk lungees, with white handkerchieib 
round their heads. The princes of the blood, 
the chobwas *, and all the courtiers of superior 
rank, were dressed in red velvet gowns, like that 
worn by the mayhoon ; the caps of the {irinces 
and chobwas, varying according to their rank ; 



• Petty tributary princes. 
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wbich is fttrther denoted by the gdd chains 
they wear. The inferior courtiers' dress and 
caps were made of satin trimmed with narrow 
gold lace, but in foim the same as the yice« 
roy's. In the avenue immediately fronting 
the tfirone, was placed, first, the standi with 
the letters and presents in a row, on a line with 
that of the princes; next the chests of treasure, 
then the coining machinery* The carriage waa 
drawn up close to the outside of the arcade, 
about forty feet to the eastward of the throne, 
and within view of his majesty. In the rear of 
the treasure chests, and immediately in front of 
the throne, at the distance of about sixty feet 
from it, I and my suite were seated. About 
ten feet in front of me, to the left, was the 
may boon, or- viceroy ; aiid in a line with me to 
the left the rayhoon of Rangoon. In fronts a 
little to the left also, were two sandogans ; and 
in the rear, to the right, the shabunder Jhansey. 
After I had been seated about twenty minutes, a» 
man, dressed in white, came into the enclosed 
place within the throne from the rear, as if to 
arrange the cushions on it, and, immediately 
after he had retired, his majesty entered, and 
I seated himself on the throne. He was dressed 
in white muslin with a gold border, and had on 
a crown shaped something like a mitre, about fif- 
teen inches in height, but how ornamented I was. 
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too distant to obseive. la hk hand he had a mMll 
chowrie, made of peacocks' quiUs, with which he 
£anoed away tiye flies; no one i^raiained in the 
pulpit with him. He appeared rather lusty, his 
cojimtenan^e i>pea, and complexion rather fnirer 
Ihan the Burmhans in general, with a thin grey 
beard, and altc^ether like a Chinese of the 
southern part of the empire. When seated, he 
asked in a dear and audible voice, which was 
the Resident ? Then, who was the gentleman next 
me? He then asked, whether my epaulets and 
coekade were insignia of my rank ? Who were the 
persons attending in my suite ? What was in the 
chests? What the use of the large blocks of timber, 
4rc. ? He was then pleased to $ay, that he under- 
stood I was a sensible and polite gentleman ; upon 
which I placed my hand on my breast, and bowed 
tny head. He immediately said-^'' Ah ! that is 
the manner in which the Europeans salute their 
wvereigns. The hand placed on the breast 
.means that their respect flows from the heart. " To 
which the viceroy replied in the afiirmative. 
The sandogan, first prostrating himself three 
times, then read lEkom a taar leaf, in a singing 
tone, an account of the presents. After sitting 
about twenty minutes, the king, addressing him- 
self to the viceroy, said, " The weather is very 
warm, I mtist retire, take care of him." He then 
iose fiom the throne, and retired to his palace in 
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the rear. He was answered sometimes by Mr. 
Moncourtose, sometimes by the viceroy, and 
sometimes by the rayhoon. Afler he had re- 
tuned, every one arranged their legs at their ease ; 
the eyes of the court were turned on us, and re^ 
attaint was banished. Hie princes, about five 
minutes afterwards, got up, and retired without ce- 
remony: they were all bare-footed. The gracious 
reception I had met with from his majesty, seemed 
to have diffused a general satisfieu^tion throughout 
the court ; and after a quarter of an hour had 
elapsed, a number of pages, in satin gowns and 
04)6, brought in Burmhan trays of sweetmeats. 
These trays were of wood, painted red, and gilt; 
they were about eighteen inches in height, the 
side supporters little turned balustrades, united 
at bottom by a circular rim. The sweetmeats 
were piled up in little china saucers, consisting of 
country-made confectionary, covered with coni- 
cal- covers of wicker-work, lacquered red and 
gilt Twelve of these troys were placed before 
me and Mr. Burnett, one of them immediately 
opposite, filled with china confectionary, con- 
sidered a rarity here. Next, every* one of my 
attendants had a troy placed before him, then 
the chobwas, the whoonghees, 4rc. ifC, each a 
tray served to them in turn, according to their 
rank, until the whole court was served. They 
pressed me to eat, and to please them I tasted 
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of almost every dish in the tray before me. Tea 
was then made and presented, the rayhoon 
and shabunder Jhansey senring us. Then trays 
of pawn leaf, with its appendages, were served ; 
towards the conclusion, the courtiers pocketed 
the remainder of the sweetmeats, ^c, and we 
were told we might retire. On retiring, I was 
particularly requested to take away some of the 
pawn leaf and sooparee, (or betel nut,) and to 
oblige them I put some of the nuts in my pocket, 
and gave the leaves to my attendants. On our 
return we advanced to the throne, immediately 
through the centre avenue formed by the ranks 
of courtiers, who still retained their order. We 
then filed off to the right, and left the tent by the 
same door at which we entered, and, on passing 
the throne, I stopped and made a low bow. The 
tent and various buildings of the palace were 
surrounded by a fence of bamboo lattice work, 
and within this fence a great number of the 
king's guard, like those on the outside, were ar- 
ranged ; and, while passing and re-pmssing, two 
tumblers exhibited their feats of activity. At 
the gate w^ again put on . our shoes, and were 
joined by the rest of my servants. While stand- 
ing at the gate, the woondock came up, and de- 
sired we would retire at our leisure, and not fa- 
tigue ourselves ; the woondock, viceroy, and 
rayhoon, remained in the palace, the three san- 
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dogans only returned with us to our bungalow; 
when I gave each of them a present, as also the 
three boats' crews and others, with which they 
retired well satisfied. We were in the palace 
tent altogether about an hour and an half. Shortly 
after my return home Mr. Agazar, one of the 
principal merchants of Rangoon, waited on me, 
to congratulate me on my favourable reception ; 
and said, from what he had heard, he was certain 
I might have any thing from his majesty that I 
might think proper to request. He then, for and 
in behalf of himself, and all the merchants of 
Rangoon, who, he said, considered themselves 
under the protection of the English Government, 
requested that I would represent to his majesty 
the ill consequences that would flow from the ex- 
clusive privilege he had given to Boodhan : who, 
he said, was an insolent unprincipled villain, 
who, by false representations, had deceived his 
majesty, and would ruin the trade of Rangoon. 
I told Mr. Agazar, that I considered the interests 
of the foreign merchants at Rangoon the same as 
those of the British subjects, and that it would 
at all times afibrd me infinite pleasure to render 
them every service in my power ; but that, on an 
occasion of so much importance to the general in- 
terests, it was necessary to proceed with cautious 
deliberation. I, therefore, requested he would 
do me the fovour to draw up a memorial, stating 
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the facts he had represieiited, and the conse* 
quenoes to be apprehended ; to get it signed by 
all the principal foreign merchants, and send it to 
me* as soon as it was convenient to him ; all which 
he promised to get done, thanked me^ and retired. 
About four o'clock in the eyening his ma- 
jesty sent for Mr. Moncourtuse and Mr. Row- 
land, my private interpreter, in order, as he 
was pleased tb say, that they might hear from 
himself his* sentiments, so that I might not sup- 
pose them mere complimentary reports from ' his 
courtiers. He said, he thought I was a prudent 
sensible man, aibd asked what was my name. 
Mr. MoncoUrtuse defined the distinction be- 
tween our dhristian and surnames. He then in- 
quired what' was my military rank, and whether I 
understood the art of war ; then the nature of my^ 
appointment ; which Mr. Moncourtuse defined at- 
torney, or agent for the English East India Com- 
pany's government in his ddminions: with all 
which he ex|)ressed himself much satisfied. He 
then asked, if I was pleased with my reception, 
which was answered in the affirmative. He then 
said, I have ordered Jhansey to prepare boats, 
and to attend the Resident to see my pagoda 
whenever he chooses; let him go before the 
chambers or vaults are closed, that he may exa- 
mine my mode of strengtiiening the chambers 
with lead; He then went to take possession of 
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the cMrriage, attended by eight brataiitts^ hia^ 
qpieens, the royal family, and oourtiefs. After 
the piayers of consecration were oyer, he opened 
the door withhis own hand» the steps were taken- 
down, and he got in> and expressed himself highly 
satisfied with its elegance; strictly enjoining his* 
(pieens not to damage it He pointed out an 
eiTor in making the step» fold into the carriage*: 
they ought to have been outside ; but he observed^ 
'' U is my own fitult for not having it so repre<* 
sented in the drawing I sent to the Govemor-Oe-* 
neial." Mr. Monoourtuse represented to hira* 
that it was the mode used for the steps of the 
carriages of all European sovereigns ; and gavef 
as a redson what I had previously told him, that 
if they were fixtures on the outside, they would 
be liable to be soiled by the mud thrown forward 
by the hind wheels in travelling. He said, it was 
very rights the Europeans best understood these 
matters. He then examined the dits and coins ; 
afld said, that the characters on ' the copper were 
very right, but that those on the rupees were ob- 
solete. The viceroy told him, that I had {womised 
to get the dies, altered in any manner he pAeased, 
with wfaidi' he appeared • highly- gratified. He 
then expresseda wish to see the machinery ; and 
the viceroy told' him, Iihad been so kind as ta 
pmmise to shew them the mode of* fixing and 
using the machinery. ** Yes,*' says he, ' 'the Resi« 
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dent will do that in a few days, which we should 
be puzzling about for months. As soon . as the * 
festival is over, and we return to Amarapoorah, 
we will get him to instruct us. He then inquired, 
if I knew the country they called Vizalley, and 
whether it belonged to the English? Mr. Mon- 
courtuse did not know how to satisfy him on these 
points. He then said, ** I sent him some of the 
coins of the country, and he shewed my rayhoon 
a mBp of it ; request of him to send me that chart, 
and the book that has a drawing of the air-bal- 
loon." Mr. Moncourtuse then retired. As he was 
leaving the palace, the king's favourite grandson, 
the eldest son of the heir-apparent, a boy about 
eleven years of age, sent for him, and told him, 
he was very happy to find his majesty so well sa- 
tisfied ; requested he would take chai^ of some 
refreshment for me, (two legs of beef, four pieces 
of pork, and a jar of ghee) ; to assure me of his 
esteem, and that I had only to send to him for 
any thing I might want, and if it was to be had 
in his grandfather's dominions, he would procure 
it for me. Two days before, he had requested to 
see a book of natural history, with painted figures, 
which I immediately sent to him ; when he re- 
turned the book, he sent me some provisions, 
with a polite message of thanks. The internal evi- 
dence arising from this fedthful statement of &cts 
is sufficient, I hope, to justify the line of conduct 
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I had adopted : . if the egotist appears in any 
part, it should be remembered, it must unavoid- 
ablj be the case, with all who write their own 
commentaries ; and if I have deviated from the 
path of my predecessor, let it be considered as the 
effect of necessity, rather than the affectation of 
choice. 

Februanf 9th. At ten a. m. the king sent for Mr. 
Moncourtuse, to translate the Govemor-Oeneral's 
letters, ^c. He took with him the map of Hindos- 
tan, and plates of the uts and scienceSi When 
he arrived at the palace, he found his majesty 
deeply engird in distributing charity to the 
poonghees with his own hands, so that he had no 
opportunity of speaking to him ; he therefore left 
the maps, ^., at the palace, and returned, after 
translating the letters. Tlie whoonghee inquired 
particularly after my health. In the evening the 
myhoon called at my bungalow, and brought 
bade the map, ^c. : he^ said nothing about the 
Vizalley business. I had desired the rayhoon to 
tell his majesty, that I should with pleasure attend 
him at any time to explain the map, or inform 
him on any other subject he might want to know. 
He told me, his majesty meant to send me a large 
bocA for information on the subject ; and that when 
he returned to Amarapoorah, he said he would 
shew me all the presents, ^c, he had received, 
and take my advice as to what should be kept or 

H 
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repaired, and what given away. He told me also, 
that his majesty was very desirous to see a bal- 
loon, and hoped I would endeavour to gratify 
him. I promised to get one made if possible, Imt 
could not answer for the success, as we were 
in want of some of the necessary appamtus for 
filling it. We then settled that I should visit the 
pagoda in the morning, but he told me it would 
be necessary for me to take off my shoes ; I de- 
sired he might be assured I should do that with- 
out hesitation ; that the English respected every 
religion, considering the object of all the same, 
however differing in the mode. They all appeared, 
much pleased with this answer, and said I should 
soon be a Burmhan. Knowing that the most mi- 
nute particle of my conversation and conduct is 
transmitted to his majesty, I have not failed to 
avail myself of every opportunity to conciliate his 
good opinion, and effect my wishes, without tiie 
disagreeable necessity of a public solicitation ; 
all their pretended councils and delays were a 
force, intended merely to gain time and sound my 
views and disposition. 

February 10th. At nine a. m,, a gun was fired 
from the palace, to notify that his majesty was 
going to cross the river ; shortly after he came 
down to the water-side in the n^w carriage, the 
old one attending. When he put off, three guns 
were fired from the war-boats, the fiist queen 
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also crossed in her boat ; when she landed on 
the Mheghoon side, three more guns were fired. 
His majesty crossing prevented my excursion, 
which is put off till to-morrow. The grandson of 
the Enga Tekaing's whoon (or prime minister) vi- 
sited me. I paid him attention on account of his 
grandfinther, who has the reputatio^ of being a 
very able and a very just man. The rayhoon sent 
his compliments to me in the evening, and informed 
me it would be better to postpone my visit to the 
pagoda, as the ensuing day the crowd might in- 
commode me. 

February 11th. Employed in planning a balloon 
for his majesty; about noon the rayhoon came 
and pressed me to send something curious to the 
king's grandson ; I therefore sent, under his 
charge, with my interpreter Mr. Rowland and a 
chubdar, a volume of curious English birds painted 
by Donovan in a very superior style, a set of 
white flint cut-glasses for his betel-box, a white 
flint cut-glass smelling-bottle filled with essence, 
a bottle of ottab of roses, two boxes of Tun- 
bridge toy, two small boxes of Dutch toys, 
some gilt writing-pi^per, with black lead pencils 
and a sportman's knife. The rayhoon also re- 
quested I would make his majesty a present of a 
found hat with a white turban, and black and red 
feathers, which I used as an undress-hat; I there- 
fore se^nt it also. When Mr. Rowland arrived at 

h2 
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the palace, he was admitted into the garden with 
the presents, and found the young prince in the 
palace-garden with his uncle the prince of Prone. 
He was highly delighted with the presents, par- 
ticularly the glass-ware. He carried the whole to 
his grandfather, who was seated at some distance, 
with only a red silk lungee round his loins, and 
a white muslin fillet round his head. When my 
hat was presented to his majesty he put it on his 
head, and kept it on for some time. He said this 
is a high proof of the Resident's regard for me, he 
has given me the hat he has worn himself; he 
could not do more for his own Sovereign. •' He 
then took it off, and gave it to his grandson to 
liave it laid by carefiiUy : the boy said, " I will 
wear this when I go in the war-boats." *' No, 
no," said the king, " it is not for you." He then 
asked the rayhoon, if he had told me, that he 
h^ given orders for my being obeyed as Resident 
at Rangoon, (which I forgot to mention above,) 
and whether I was pleased? The rayhoon an- 
swered in the affirmative. The king then desired 
the rayhoon to tell me to ask him for any tiling I 
wanted, and it should be granted. The rayhoon 
said he believed I would like to have a pair of 
elephants. Some of the courtiers observed, that 
the viceroy of Pegu had only two; that he 
wanted to make me equal to the mayhoon ; and 
that it was not proper to raise tee too high at 
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once. The rayhoon said, I was a stranger, and 
therefore an exception should be made in my 
&your. " Ay, ay,' replied the king, " let him 
haye whatever he wants." Mr. Rowland over- 
heard^ part of his conversation, and learnt part 
from the by-standers. The rayhoon has twice or 
thrice sounded me, to know if I wished to have a 
title conferred on me, and this day said that he 
had heard one proposed, the same as the first 
minister's. I have always replied generally, that 
I should willingly accept of any mark of his 
majesty's &vour, provided it did not interfere 
with my public situation ; but that I first wished 
to haye my interview with the whoonghees, and 
rank as Resident for the Honourable Company 
settled. I am well convinced the proposal about 
the title and the elephants originated with him- 
self; from all accounts I find he is a chief favou- 
rite with his majesty, and is in truth a very 
shrewd fellow. The king then asked whether I 
had been: to see the pagoda; the viceroy told 
him I meant to go to-morrow. He asked also 
about the balloon, the viceroy replied he had 
been employed all day in preparing a drawing of 
it, and after the drawing was finished we would 
make a balloon. His majesty was very anxious 
to have it finished, and desired we might be fur- 
nished with whatever we wanted. The viceroy 
and woondock sent their compliments by Mr. 
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Rowland, who staid at the palace about two^ 
hours, and had nearly lost his hat and coat, the 
young prince having taken them to shew his 
grand&ther ; the viceroy kindly went and brought 
them for him. The chobwa of Bomoo paid me a 
visit in the course of the day. He is the person 
who pretended to have brought the three daugh- 
ters of the emperor of China from Pekin, as a 
present for his majesty ; and he escorted the 
Chinese embassadors last year. I cannot say 
that his appearance or behaviour prepossessed me 
much in his favour. The Enga Tekaing*s whoon 
also sent his compliments to me, thanked me for 
my attentions to his grandson, and made a tender 
of his services. The rayhoon proposed that I 
should visit the seradho-ghee, after I had seen 
the pagoda, and then call at the mayhoon's ; but I 
beged leave to decline visiting any one, until I 
had visited the princes of the blood, and met the 
whoonghees. 

February 12. At seven a. m. the rayhoon came 
to my bungalow, and informed me that the may- 
hoon had sent two war-boats, to convey me and 
my suite to the main, to visit the new pagoda. 
After breakfast we set out on our excursion, 
myself with a part of my suite in one boat, Mr. 
Burnett with the interpreter, ^c, in a second, and 
the rayhoon in his own boat. In a few minutes 
we crossed the narrow channel which divides my 



IK THE ByRMHAN .EMPIRE* lOS 

iBland from the m^in, and landed on a sandy 
beach, and walked up to tbe pagoda, which ia 
bat a small distance from the landing-place, a^ 
the foot of the bill on which it is er^ted is 
washed by the river in the rains. On our way 
we were met by the third whoon* of the palace 
(accidentally) ; he stopped and inquired kindly 
after my health, and said he wished to be better 
acquainted with me; that his majesty had ap- 
pointed him to go with the army to Vizalley; 
that he meant to return by the way of Calcutta, 
and would be obliged to me for letters of recom- 
mendation and introduction. I told him I should 
be happy to render him any service in my power. 
We then parted, he proceeding to his own hou^, 
and we towards the looto or public court of the 
whoonghees. The rayhoon requested I would 
pull of my hat in passing the looto, as the whoon- 
ghees were there, a compliment which I beg^d 
leave to decline paying, as being inconsistent 
with my public situation. When we came a-breast 
of the looto, (an open shed with a raised platform 
about four feet from the ground, and thatched), 
the rayhoon desired us to stop a little. The 
second whoonghee who is also generalissipio of 
^is majesty's forces, was sitting in the looto in his 

* Whoon a term applied 16 the household establishment of 
the king and royal family: for instance, the heir-apparent's 
first wfaoon is considered as his prime mmister* 
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undress. He sent for Mr. Monoonrtuse and 
desired him to tell me, he hoped I would excuse 
a little delay, as he had sent to know his ma* 
jesty's pleasure as to what he wished I should be 
shewn : he added that I was a lucky man, that 
my conduct had given such satisfiiction to eyery 
one, that his majesty regarded me as one of his 
own children. During this conyersation, ^I was 
standing about fifteen yards from the looto, re- 
marking the royal boats near the bank ; in a few 
minutes the rayhoon joined me, and desired I 
would return to the steps ascending to the pagoda 
from the river front These steps consist of three 
flights, about thirty feet broad at the lowest step» 
and twenty at the highest ; of ordinary brickwork 
masonry, with a low parapet wall on each side, 
and led to the first terrace about fifteen feet 
above the ordinary level of the river in the rains. 
The revetement of the river-face of this terrace 
was of stones wrought to an equal surface on 
their extifior superfices ; but rough and irregular 
on their interior, laid in common mortar made of 
stone pounded, or lime imd sand. At the lowest 
step we were requested to take off our shoes, 
which we immediately did : all our servants were 
allowed to attend us, and I was allowed to take* 
my Hindoostanee punkah. We were not at any 
time desired to take off our hats. Inunediately 
within the verge of the first terrace, on either 
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side of the steps, are erecting two colossal figures 
of lions, or rather sphinxes, in positions rather 
couchant than rampant. They are of brick ma- 
sonry, and seated on pedestals of the same 
miterials ; the surface of the pedertvls are about 
two cubits aboye the level of the terrace, and the 
height of the figures from the surfiu^e of the table 
to the crown of their heads is fifty-eight cahits ; 
making altogether sixty Burmhan cubits of nine- 
teen inches each, or ninety-five English feet The 
body and limbs are of proportionate magnitude, 
according to the Burmhan ideas of sculptui^ ; 
the eyes and teeth are of alabaster, the eye-ball, 
which we had an opportunity of measuring, was 
thirteen feet in circumference. The northernmost 
figure is finished to the plastering and ornamental 
parts, the sockets for the eye-balls are left vacant, 
and to place the eye-balls in them will require 
some exertions of mechanical ingenuity, which I 
should like to see. There are six terraces rising 
above each other, their parapet walls equidistant, 
and revetements of the £su;es of each of good 
brick masonry, with stone spouts ornamented 
with sculptured alligators' heads, to carry ofi^ the 
water. Above these is a seventh terrace, on which 
is the plinth of the pagoda, and the eighth ter- 
race is formed by the upper surface of the plinth. 
The seven lower terraces have not been wholly 
fonned by art, but advantage taken of a little 
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mount) the sides' . of which have been c«t down, 
and then rereted with masonry ; the leyels of the 
terraces so tar, being left of die common soil, & 
sandj loam mixed with shingly stones* Upcm 
the seventh terrace rises the exposed part of the 
base or plinth of the intended structure; the 
foundation of which is sunk of solid maisonry 
still lower ; how much I have not been able to 
ascertain. Within the plindi a hollow chamber is 
left, forming a quadrangle whose extent is sixty- 
one feet six inches, its depth eleven feet, and the 
walls being twelve feet eleven inches thick, make 
the exterior surface a square of eighty-seven feet 
four inches. The interior oi this chamber is 
plastered with white chunam, and decorated 
with painted borders and pannelled compartments, 
with trees and flower-pots in them. There are 
also rows of columns twenty-nine inches square, 
and pilasters, to support the leaden beams and 
terrace with which the whole is to be covered 
when the dedicated treasures are deposited there ; 
with a number of quadrangular compartments, 
large and small, from ten feet to four feet five 
inches square to contain them ; the smaller ones 
being lined with plates of lead three-fourths of an 
inch thick. The innermost quadrangles are intended 
for the preservation of the treasures dedicated by 
his majesty, while the span around them is de*' 
voted to the oblations of his courtiers. Oppositel 
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each of the smaller compartments^ whose deptti is 
equal to that of the larger ones, and which 
appeared like so many wells, was placed on small 
Bengal carpets, little hollow templies, diiee feet 
square, with pyramidal roofs omainented in the 
Burmhan style; the interior fitame being of 
painted wood covered with thin plates of silver, 
alloyed to about fifty per cent, standard; in 
height from the base to the pinnacle seven feet, 
the eves ornamented with strings of red cond, 
about six beads in each, terminated with heart- 
shaped pieces of common window-glass. Round 
the solid part of the building and upon th^ ter- 
race, were arranged piles of leaden beams, about 
five inches square, and of sufficient length to 
cover the respective chambers, with plates of lead 
of the same length fourteen inches broad, and 
three-fourths of an inch thick for the coverings ; 
and besides these, a number of slates of a schis- 
tous granite were arranged in readiness to cover 
the whole. We were told that there was another 
set of chambers of the same dimensions and struc- 
ture, charged with treasure below these: how 
true this is I cannot pretend to determine. The 
iuTention of lining the chambers with lead for the 
preservation of the treasures, is an honour claimed 
by his present majesty, who has great skill in 
these matters. That the design has a divine 
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sanction we had ocular demonstiation, three 
piles of leaden plates gilt with gold-leaf being 
shewn us, which had been brought and arranged 
where we saw them at night by angels. Our 
conductors assured us that the building was 
surrounded at night by watchful guards, so that 
no human agents could have transported such 
weighty materials unobserved: it is, therefore, 
justly considered and believed as a miracle of divine 
&your. All this I was particularly desired to note 
down in my pocket-book which I did on the spot, 
and added to it an observation of my own, that a 
good deal of melted wax, such as is used by the 
Burmhans for candles, had been dropt on the 
slabs ; I, therefore, suppose the night must have 
been dark, and that the angels worked by candle- 
light. From the level of this terrace, a conical 
spire of solid masonry is intended to be erected, 
the weight of which I am afraid will prove too 
great for the leaden beams ; but it would be a 
dangerous piece of impertinence for a stranger 
to offer any advice on these sacred matters, 
otherwise I could easily secure the safety of 
the superstructure, by shewing them^ how to 
turn arches over the hollow chambers. From 
the summit of this terrace is commanded a 
very extensive and pleasant view of the mean- 
derings of the Erawuddy, the valley it winds 
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through, and the adjacent mountains ; but my at. 
tention was too much occupied by the building, 
and the crowds of both sexes that flocked to gaze 
at us, to examine distant objects. Centrically, in 
front of the first terrace, is erected a shade of 
bamboos with an avenue in the centre, decorated 
with a double arcade of bamboo open-work, or- 
namented with flowers, for his majesty to perform 
his dcTotions in, and pass through when he goes 
to view the progress of the building. Round the 
summit of the rubbish also, are placed little open 
moveable shades for him to sit in. To the right 
of the covered avenue is a small temporary theatre 
of bamboo and thatch, where the dancers, tum- 
blers, and musicians, exhibit on festival days^ be- 
fore his majesty and the royal family. A number 
were collected for our amusement; we sat to 
see them for about half an hour, and then went 
to view the dedicated treasures. They were ar- 
ranged on the platform of a bamboo shade, about 
seventy feet in length and thirty broad; they con- 
sisted of a great variety of Burmhan temples 
and keouns in miniature, covered with plates of 
fifty per cent, silver, and filled with little images 
of their idols from three inches to a foot in height 
of the same materials. Besides those in the tem- 
ples, Src.y there were squadrons of others of the 
same kind and quality arranged on the floor ; also 
many which they said were of solid gold, but on 
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examinatioa we found them less valuable ; there 
were also two rows of about a dozen larger images 
of alabaster, from four to two feet in height, well 
gilt and burnished. These were of that remark- 
able kind which I have before noticed in this 
diary ; their cast of features and hair being pre- 
cisely that of the Abyssinian negroes; all the 
others were of Indian^ origin (but I shall have oc- 
casion to discuss this subject more at large in 
another place). There were also several gilt 
metal iSat caskets, said to contain gold and precious 
stones ; Mr. Burnett saw the contents of two or 
three, though I did not ; in them were several 
coloured stones, none above ten or fifteen carats 
weight, set in gilt foil. There were also several 
piles of bricks, slabs of coloured glass, and white 
chattahs, such as are used by the royal fiunily ; and, 
lastly, one of Dr. Priestley's machines for impreg- 
nating water with fixed air. On the opposite side 
in another shade, was an image of a deity in a 
portable temple, with poles fixed to it for four 
bearers, which we were informed, were sufficient 
when its godship was in good humour, but when 
displeased not all the power of the Burmhan 
empire could move it. Many miraculous cures 
are ascribed to the power of this deity ; in pity to 
the multitude, it is therefore hoped that his To»r 
jesty will not immure it in the vaults of the new 
temple. In a separate shade, in a moveaUe 
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wooden-house which travels on wheels, is a print 
of the foot of Gaudma, in a slab of marble, from 



the heel to the toe. It is about three feet in 
length [and of a proportional breadth ; but, the 
history of this impression I did not learn, jus my 
conductors were in haste to go home. At the 
gate of this enclosure, the sanctified ground ter- 
minating, we again put on our shoes and de- 
scended towards the river, passing the Looto in 
our way back to the boats. Round the Looto 
were seated a great number of the country guards 
with their anus piled, their appearance much the 
same as the rabble infantry of the native powers 
in India. The rayhoon desired permission to re- 
turn to his own house, and we being embarked 
in the boats as we came, were soon landed at 
our own. 

February 17. The rayhoon dined with me, 
and informed me that his majesty was much 
pleased with, a fowling-piece I had sent him as a 
present ; the rayhoon had also taken my bheastris^ 
musseckf to shew him. This the shabunder 
idung on his shoulder and carried up to the pa- 
goda to his majesty, who made his oblations at the 
pagoda with the water from it, opening it himself. 
The rayhoon also described to his majesty a 

nutmeg-'grater he had seen me use at table, and 

■ I ■ II I .11.11 ■ , 

♦ A water-carrier. 

t A bag made of goats'-skin used for carrying water. 
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in his zeal to gratify his majesty's curiosity, sent 
a messenger over at twelve o'clock at night to 
request Mr. Moncourtuse to wake me and get the 
nutmeg-grater; but Mr. M. declined troubling 
me on such a trifling affidr, at so unseasonable an 
hour. I mention these petty anecdotes, as they 
tend much to elucidate the character of this 
people. The court does not break up till late at 
night; his majesty taking delight in listening at 
that time to the tales and news of the day. I sent 
by the rayhoon my spice-box with spices as a pre- 
sent to his majesty ; and in the evening received a 
packet of letters from Bengal, brought to Ran- 
goon by the shahunder's ketch Regina, Captain 
Imbert, and from thence by one of the govem- 
ment*8 sherrydoghees : they conveyed to me the 
pleasing intelligence of the capture of the Dutch 
squadron by Admiral Elphinstone, ifc. ^c. 

February 18. Thinking it might have a good 
effect, I wrote a letter to the mayhoon of Hun- 
zawuddy this morning, detailing to hun the 
news I had received from Calcutta, and sent Mr. 
Burnett, and the two interpreters with it. The 
mayhoon seemed pleased with my attention, and 
spontaneously observed that such communications 
were* usual among states who were on terms of 
amity with each other ; and desired I might be 
assured he should always rejoice in the good 
fortune and prosperity of the English nation. 
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The mayhoon sent me a present of some rice in 
the evening, and a man, whom he said he had di- 
rected to supply me with any thing I might re- 
quire. 

Fcbruoary SI. The king's removal still re- 
mains uncertain, the covering in of the chambers 
not being yet completed ; various are the stories 
I am amused with; procrastination and fiction 
seem to be prominent traits in the character of a 
Burmhan courtier. This morning the looto 
sherrydoghee sent a few baskets of rice, which 
I immediately ordered to be sent back, deter- 
mined not to receive any further supply of pro- 
visions from that quarter, as they had so egre- 
giously abused his majesty's trust, in neglecting 
me. However desirous his majesty may be to 
see a balloon exhibited, his orders for supplying 
the materials being issued through the looto» we 
find great difficulty in obtaining the necessary 
materials* The whoonghees issue peremptory 
mandates to various persons to come and assist; 
the poor fellows are brought in a great hurry 
ifom Amarapoorah, and, when they arrive, so- 
lemnly declare they know nothing of the busi- 
ness for which they have been sent; and are 
then dismissed. Two or three men to distil 
spirits of wine, and half a dozen to make a 
retort, have thus been bandied backwards and 
forwards to no purpose ; so deficient are they in 

I 
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common artists, or rather^ so deficient are they in 
rewarding ingenuity, that talents are shrouded 
under pretended ignorance, to prevent troubla 
The rayhoon dined with me, and endeavoured to 
persuade me to send some presents to the queens. 
This I, however, declined doing, telling him I 
had already swerved from my original intentions, 
in making any presents before my business was 
settled; that, making presents beforehand, had. 
the appearance of a design to bribe, or interest 
the court in my favour; an accusation I was de- 
termined not to afford grounds for to my enemies ; 
that my business required no ^uch fallacious sup- 
port; that I had no fiivouis to beg, but rather 
came to confer benefits, by promoting the in- 
terests of the Burmhan nation. He then tried to 
work on my vanity, by informing me that his 
majesty had directed the whoonghees to publish'^ 
that I should be received every where as Re- 
sident at Rangoon, agreeably to the Governor- 
General's letters ; that I should have a title, and 
the same insignia carried in my train a^ the 
first ministers were allowed; that the whoon- 
ghees, after leaving the presence, held a council, 
to debate on the propriety of acceding to his 
majesty's wishes, and to search the recbrdsi for 
a precedent ; after a long search they could find 
no precedent to countenance so great an ex- 
tension of his msyesty's favour to a stranger. 
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and therefore detenmned in the negative; and 
that, to strengthen their partjr, they had con- 
sulted the first queen; who had coincided in 
opinion with them : therefore, says he, it is the 
mayhoon's, (and my opinion, that you should 
endeavour to conciliate the queen to your in- 
terest, by sending her something curious. I 
told him that the whoonghees had given them- 
selves a great deal of trouble for little purpose ; 
that I neither sought for title or honorary dis- 
tinction beyond the respect and attention due 
to me, as the representative of the Honourable 
East India Comp«iny's Government in India, 
which I claimed as a right; that I expected, 
and wanted no itiore, any thing beyond it I 
should consider as perfectly gratuitous 6n the 
part of his majesty, flowing from his bounty, as 
a mark of his attention to the Honourable the 
Govemor-GeneraPs recommendation, and as a 
proof of hisi approbation of. my conduct ; as such, 
I should receive it with grfititude and respect : 
but desired it might be' clearly understood, that, 
I never asked for these extra favours, and was 
not so much dazzled with the prospect of ob-*' 
tainiiig them, as to make a party at court to ensure 
my success; besides, that I was convinced in 
my own mind of the folly of such an attempt ; 
for, that I well knew 'it was not in my power 

to bribe her. majesty to persuade the king to 

It 
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notice me, if unworthy of his royal fitvour, and 
if jny conduct and mission deserved her patron* 
age, it needed no other recoounendation. This 
conversation I seasoned with occasional com- 
pliments to his own superior sagacity, so as to 
keep him in good humour with himself and 
me. At length, finding his rhetoric was of so 
little avail on that side of the question, he 
changed his attack, and said, his majesty had 
been informed of the whoonghees' resolution, 
and that he' replied, '' What I have done, I have 
done; if there is no precedent on record, I 
will now make one; let my orders, therefore, 
be immediately entered on the records/' But^ 
returning to his former charge, he added, not- 
withstanding the propriety of all you have urged^ 
yet the Burmhan customs are so difierent from 
yours, that I still wish you would send a present 
to her majesty. I told him, he might rest assured 
that, as soon as my business was settled, I should 
make an offer of every thing in my possession 
for her majesty's service. After dinner^ he 
offered me 100 ticals, which he informed me 
he received from the looto by his mcyesty's 
orders; and, that I was to have 100 every 
ten days. In various conversations, I had de- 
sired to be excused receiving any thing of the 
kind; but, being informed on all hands» that 
it was the custom of the country, and that it 
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would be a high affront to his majesty if I 
refused, I therefore told him, that in compli- 
ance to his majesty's wishes,- I should accept 
the ten ticals per diem, if that was the sum 
allotted, provided it was regularly paid ; but 
that I would not suffer any part to be with- 
held, or the payment delayed by the subordi- 
nate officers of the looto ; for in such cases I 
should immediately return the whole. In the 
meantime, I desired him to keep the money 
until I heard from the mayhoon. It will be one 
of my first endeavours to get this mode of sup- 
plying me abolished altogether, as expensive to 
his majesty, often oppressive to his people, and 
disgraceful to the receiver, The rayhoon being 
determined he would not go without something 
for her mi^esty, at last begged a bottle of otta, 
and wished me a good evening. 

February 24. The rayhoon dined to-day with 
me, but he had little to communicate, except 
that the closing of the wells was finished ; that 
he did not expect that his majesty would cross the 
river in less than three days more. The may- 
hoon's uncle having departed this life, I learn 
that he has gone to Amarapoorah, and will remain 
there some days. I have not had the plea- 
sure of seeing him since the day of my audience, 
but a polite intercourse of messages and kind 
offices has been kept up between us. 
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February 25. Mr. Jhansey, the shabunder, 
breakfiisted with me ; and from hun I learn, that 
the king has settled that the Enga Tekaing is to 
remain at Amarapootiah, and that the princes of 
Prone, Bassim, TpnghoQ, and Pegain, are to join 
the northern army next week. This army is now 
said to be 50,000 strong ; but this is the region of 
fkbles« Lord Chesterfield's rule of -belieying only 
half would fail here — it Is hardly prudent to believe 
more than you see.^ The truth is» that it seems 
to make part of the policy of this government to 
have always some tale of an enterprise afloat to 
amuse the populace, and veil their real intentions, 
by circulating &lse reports; but, in spite of all 
this caution, a few rays of truth occasionally 
reach me ; and the time approaches, I hope, when 
I shall be able to avail myself of them. 

February 26. The rayhoon called in the morn- 
ing; he could not, or rather would not, give me 
any information on the subject of my business 
being brought forward, and made no further men- 
tion of a house preparing for me near the palace. 
About four P.M. he called again as he returned 
from the palace, and informed me his majesty 
had sent him with Mr. Jhansey, the shabunder, 
and his household steward, with a present of fruit, 
consisting of ten large baskets of walnuts, a 
basket of chestnuts, and one of China figs, or 
rather dried loquots,, I received his majesty's 
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present with all due attention, regaled his eer* 
vants, and gave the steward a piece of cachedas, 
aiid the porters, who were part of his majesty's 
body-guard (a parcel of naked ragamuffins, seventy 
in number), two pieces o^ choppa-romaul, being 
one handkerchief for each. I was informed after- 
wards that his mi^esty was weil pleased with my 
attention to his servants. 

February ST. At noon, by appointment, the 
rnyhoon called, and accompanied my inter* 
preter, Mr. {lowland, with the presents I had 
prepared for the two queens ; they were gra- 
ciously received, his majesty and several of the 
princes of the Mood being present. Among the 
articles wa^ a bottle of eau*de Juce, which his 
majesty took, telling the first queen she must 
give him that^ as he best knew the use of it. He 
practised on the ignorance of the princes by 
giving them the bottle to smell, and enjoyed the 
confusion of their surprise when affected by its 
strength. Their majesties sent back with my ser- 
vants a pr^ent of some water*mel6ns, ^c. In 
the afternoon the rayhoon returned, but too late 
for (linner, at which he seemed a little disap- 
pditited, as he is very partial to our fare. I now 
pressed him to be explicit, and inform me whether 
his majesty had determined any thing respecting my 
hiterriew with the whoongees, when I soon found 
that I had all the battle to fight over again. He 
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endeavoured to shift the dbeomse by informing 
me how anxious his majesty was to see the bal- 
loon, and that as soon as it was finished I might 
haye any thing I required. I stopped him abMt 
in this career, and desired that he would never 
mention the balloon again to me, till my publie 
reception and business was over ; that I was nc^ 
deputed to make balloons, but to . cement friend- 
ship between the two nations ; that, with the 
English, business superseded all amusement ; the 
first conduded, I should then with pleasure dedi- 
cate all my efforts to gratify his majesty's cu- 
riosity. He then mentioned that one of the lela- 
timis of the former rajah of Arrakan, whom his 
majesty had ordered to court, . had nmde hia 
escape, and taken refuge at Chittagong ; that the 
mayhoon of Arrakan had written to the diief of 
Chittagong, to deliver him up, but had received no 
answer ; and therefore his majesty requested I 
would write to the Governor-General to have thia 
man delivered to the government of Arrakan. I 
told him I should be happy to comply with his 
majesty's wishes, but it was impossible for me to 
enter on public business, until I had been pub- 
licly received by the whomighees, ^c, as the 
representative of the Honoumble East India Com- 
pany's government, and every thing respecting 
my public station concluded. He told me it would 
be better to consult with the mayhoon on the sub> 
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jecL I tiierefoie determined to write him a letter 
withoat delay, claiming the promise he made me 
of obtaining the settlement of all these pielimi* 
naries to my satisfiuAion, when at his instance I 
consented to my first audience. 

V^ruarjf 98. To-day I sent Mr. Moncouiv 
tiise witii my letter to the Ticeroy. The ray- 
hoon's people had been building a house for 
him near mine ; this morning they took it down, 
and removed all the materials. I suppose, there- 
fore, the plan of operations is to be altered. — 
Alas ! what wretdied politics. This day the royal 
fimiily are to shew to his majesty the fire-works 
they have prepared for the ensuing display : this 
fiuree is to last four days, and then they are to 
he exhibited. To dissipate reflection, by idle 
amusement, seems to be one of the engines of 
Burmhan policy— 4hus love of art prevails in all 
despotic courts, the difibrence between the bar- 
barous and the polished only consisting in the 
modification. The rayhoon called on me in the 
evening, and informed me that his majesty had 
ordered a shed to be erected for me to see the 
display of the fire-works. He then ]m>ceeded to 
inform me, that he had also given directions to 
the whoonghees and woondocks to meet me at a 
shade, erected for him to stand in when going 
across the river, as I appeared to be averse U> 
meeting them at the looto ; that when they were 
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assembled^ notice would' be sent me, and proper 
boats provided to take me li&oss the riyer ; and 
that if I would then state my wishes to the 
council, they would report them to his majesty 
for his coasidemtion. I told them I was fully 
sensible of his majesty's kind attention, and was 
extremely sorry it would not be in my power to 
wait on the whoonghees until all the prelimi- 
naries of my interview were settled ; that I had 
written to the mayhpon on the subject, and waited 
his answer. A good deal of desultory conversa- 
tion ensued of little moment, and, finding the 
tiura affiiilrs were taking, and that delicacy was 
lost on them, I therefore thtevr my sentiments on 
paper in the foAn'of a memorial to be submitted 
to his majesty, and sent a rough draft of it by 
Mr. Moncourtusei to the mayhoon for his private 
infonnation. The mayhoon was asleep when 
Mr. Moncourtuse arrived at his house, but got up 
imtaaediately, and had my letter read to him, and 
sent me a reply in writing (for the first time) to 
the following effect: — '' That, as he had endea- 
voured to convince me of his friendship, he hoped 
that I would lifiTten to his advice, and comply 
with his majesty'^ wishes ; and that he would take 
caiie to send proper boats, according to my sta- 
tion, to convey me across the river," ^c. 

I returned a polite answer to this request, ex- 
pressive of my regret that I should have occasion 
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to diflfer for a moment from his excellency ; and 
desired that he might be infonned I should send 
hkn the lesuit of my determination in a papery 
to be submitted to his mayesty. I was told that 
diis written note of the mayhoon's was a great 
jMToof of his condescension^ and written in a com* 
plimentary style, a mode quite unusual : we may, 
therefore, hope in time they will acquire po- 
liteness. 

March 1. In the morning early, I sent Mr; 
Moncourtuse to the mayhoon with my pro- 
positions for his majesty's consideration. Mr. M. 
told me, the riceroy said, they were all just 
and reasonable, but that he much wished I would 
relinquish the stipulation of the whoonghees 
risiting me, as he much feared it would not be 
granted. I gave Mr. M. no hopes of my altering 
my resolution, and charged him not to flatter 
them with any. The viceroy had ordered him to 
attend at the palace to translate the propositions ; 
he went there, and staid several hours ; when he 
returned, he denied having translated the paper, 
but I .believe the contrary, and am pretty certain 
that he is restrained in his communications. The 
rayhoon came- to dinner, and brought the still- 
head, to distil the spirits of wine for the balloon ; 
they had been obliged to get Cossay artists to 
make it: I saw them; they appear more like 
Bengalees than Burmhans, but speak a language 
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different from either. The rayhoon enjoyed his 
dinner as usual ; after dinner the generalissimo, 
or second whoonghee, sent his nephew and two 
other relations with a present of fruit and re- 
freshments for me. I received them with at^ 
tention, and, as usual, presented the nephew 
with a set of betel glasses ; the other two with a 
piece of Bandanna handkerchief eadi, and the 
bearers with four pieces of Choppah romals. 
After they were gone, the rayhoon began with 
the old story, but with as little success as before. 
He then took his leave to go to the palace ; and 
Mr. Moncourtuse went across the river to the 
mayhoon. ' These refreshments were intended to 
be presented to me after my interview with the 
whoonghees, but, as I did not go, they were sent 
me at this time. 

March 2. The rayhoon called about noon. 
We had again a long private conversation re- 
specting my interview with the whoonghees, 
which ended as the former ones, with my re- 
maining fixed in mv determination. He requested 
me to give him a bottle of otta for his majesty, 
which I complied with. Late at night, Mr. 
Jhansey brought me a letter from the viceroy, 
requesting I would waive an interview with the 
whoonghees, which Mr. Jhansey backed with all 
his rhetoric to no efiect. I answered the may- 
hoon's letter immediately, and sent, a Burmhan 



IN THE BURMUAN EMPIRE. 126 

translation with it. Mr. Jhansey then requested 
to know if I would go and see the exhibition of 
the fire-works the next day» to which I readily 
assented. 

March 3. About twelve at noon, a sando- 
ghan came, and informed me that the woondock 
had sent .him with boats to convey me and 
my suite across the river; they consisted as 
before, of a large pleasure-boat, towed by two 
war-boats. From the landing-place we walked 
about 400 yards to the shade, erected for the 
^occasion, about a musket-shot to the northward 
of the palace, and fronting the east, where the 
fire-works were arranged along the main bank 
of the river ; this shade was constructed, as are 
all the other buildings . here, of bamboos and 
mats. It had a veranda about two feet lower 
than the main platform of the building, and 
another beyond it on the level of the sandy plain. 
At the outer veranda I found the rayhoon and 
Mr. Jhansey waiting to receive me. Myself and 
Mr. Burnett were seated on chairs on the highest 
platform; the myhoon also seated himself on a 
.mat, on the highest platform, some distance to 
my left; Mr. Jhansey remained on the raised 
veranda below us, but, after some time, sent for 
a chair for himself; all the other Burmhan officers, 
^c, remained in the lowest veranda; hete we 
were entertained with country-dances and music; 
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and Mr. Jhansey setit for tea and sweetmeats. 
The Burmhan fire-works consist diiefly of large 
crackers, made in joints of bamboo^ and a kind 
of Catherine-wheels, that are fired ofi^ horizon* 
tally, and, when well made, are projected by the 
impulsive force of the powder perpendicularly in 
the air, to a considerable height, whirling round 
with great impetuosity and noise, both in their 
ascent and descent; but for one that succeeds 
a dozen fail, so bad is the powder, and so little 
are they acquainted with the rules of composition. 
Some of these wheels are said to contain 2,000 
viss, or 7,000 pounds of powder, — ^perhfips this 
account is exaggerated. In size, as new as I 
could judge from the distance, the largest seemed 
to me about thirty feet in the transyeree diameter, 
and six feet in height, and, when fired, formed 
iin immense column of smoke. Each courtier had 
his fire<- works separately arranged, and surrounded 
by his followers, with small distinguishing flags, 
so as to enable his majesty to know whose fire- 
works succeeded best. They began with those 
of the lowest rank; and, when one set was 
finished, the party to whom they belonged 
brought the remains of the cases with their flags 
and music, and danced before his majesty> who, 
I understand, on these occasions gives- them some 
trifling presents, as marks of his royal .&your. 
These fire-works are exhibited by day, fi>r fear of 
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aecidente, yet, notwithBtanding, many aro acordied 
and wounded by sudden explosions, and: the 
fidling of fiery fragments : on the whole, it is a 
Hide, barbarous, and insipid exhibition ; a waste 
of labour and materials, unaided by any eflbrts of 
ingenuity, and unrelieved by variety, so necessary 
to satisfy the fiistidiousness of European criticism* 
Unwilling, however, to offend their vanity, I re* 
mained an attentive spectator, till near sun-se^ 
but paid severely for my politeness, being sei^bd 
with a violent bilious fit by the time I reached 
the boat, which obliged me to retire to bed.im*- 
mediately when I got home, and has shook me 
very much. It has, however, afforded me a 
sufficient apology for not returning again the next 
day, as I was pressed to do, which I bad pre- 
viously determined against, as no person of rank 
had attended or received me. While sitting in 
the shade, the Prince of Tonghoo passed on 
horseback : as none of the natives took any notice 
of him, and I knew it was not customary, I 
followed their example. 

March 4. I was much indisposed during 
the whole of the morning, from yesterday's at^ 
tack. In the afternoon I tried the still, and 
made a quantity of alcohol for the balloons. I 
tried two small ones in the evening, but they 
failed owing to the badndss of the paper, and I 
fear we shall have much difficulty iti succeeding 
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from the bad quality of our materials. I am in- 
formed forty deserters from the northern army, 
tod seventeen thieves, are to be burnt in some of 
the wheels to-morrow. 

March 5. To-day the mayhoon of Hunza* 
wuddy's fire-works were exhibited ; I understood 
alf the wheels, to the number of 500» failed; 
to-morrow the princes of the blood exhibit theirs, 
and the day after the king's will be exhibited, 
which closes the festival. I still feel very un- 
Well, the extreme heat, my confined situation, and 
anxiety for the termination of my public business, 
combine to render my stay here irksome ; but I 
have no remedy but patience and temperance, 
which I trust will bear me out. 

rMoni. 740. 

Thermometer at present is < Noon m. 

^ \jEifea. 93. 

March 8. I- understand the festival will 
continue to the 9th instant. We amused our- 
selves in distilling spirits of wine» and preparing 
materials for the balloons ; but the materials within 
our reach, are so very bad, and the air so mrefied 
that I almost doubt our success with a mont> 
golfier. 

Mardt 9. The myhoon being lame, I have 
not seen him for some days past, but he sent 
to request to know when I would visit the princes 
of the blood. I returned for answer that I was 
ready to go whenever it suited his excellency 
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the mayhoon's convenience to introduce me. I 
hear from variQUS quarters that his majesty is to 
set off in a few days to join the anny going tp 
Vizalley. The great pains which are taken to 
impress me with this belief, expose the motive, 
and necessarily tend to produce an effect on my 
mind the reverse of what their great sagacity 
expects. 

March 10. A good deal of rain has &llen at 
Amarapoorah and up the country, which has 
caused the river to rise, and in the afternoon we 
had some slight showers with thunder in our 
neighbourhood, and some sharp squalls from the 
N.W., which has cooled the air very much. In 
the evening Mr. Jhansey returned my packet of 
letters, saying his despatch-boat had been detained 
by the viceroy. I also learn that his excellency 
will not go with me to the princes, and that he 
has not laid my memorial before his majesty. I 
intend, therefore, to send Mr. Burnett in the morn- 
ing to obtidn his excellency's final determination 
on these points. 

March 11. About eight A.M., the rayhoon 
called at my bungalow ; he informed me that 
the mayhoon was gone to Amarapoorah with the 
Enga Tekaing, whom the king had sent to take 
charge of the government of the city during his 
absence. He said he was going to the palace to 
settle about the coins I had brought for his ma- 

K 
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jesty, and took Mr. Moncourtuse with him. At 
noon the prince of Bassim's fiEunily paohen*, with 
several gilt-boats, and war-boats, passed by to the 
northward, said to be going to join the army going 
to Vizalley. I observe also that the fly of the 
king's large tent is strode. About two P.M., the 
rayhoon and Mr. Moncourtuse returned fiom the 
palace ; he informed me that his majesty had or- 
dered the rupees to be assayed, and found that 
one kind was fifteen per cent, worse than pure 
silver, and the other ten per cent, (this, by-tfae-by, 
proves what excellentmetallurgists they are, for one 
kind has in fact seventeen per cent, alloy, and the 
other twenty-two and a half per cent.) and.liiat, 
as it was his royal intention, that none but pure 
silver should pass current in his dominions, he 
had therefore ordered the 20,000 n^>ees to be re- 
turned to me. I expressed my astonishment ia 
unequivocal terms at this determination, and told 
the rayhoon his majesty was very ill advised in 
adopting sucSi measures ; that the rupees were 
coined at the request of his ministers, and weie 
exactly of the quality and pattern of those sent 
by Captain 19ymes to Caloutta; that no charge 
had been made on the coinage except for the tn- 
eidental expenses tif labour, ^., which, including 
the value of the alloy, did notamount to dSOttcals ; 



* A kind of acc<Mnmodation-boat. 
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80 that if iiifl majesty was to melt. them down, he 
could not loae more than 400 ticab at the ut- 
tbort ; but that loss or gain was entirely out of 
the question : tibat the Honourable the Governor- 
General had directed them to be coined merely to 
oblige his majesty, without any view to benefit or 
gain on his part : that, on the contrary, he had 
incurred the risk of the seas and enemies in send- 
ing th^m without any charge to hb majesty ; he 
had bosidfis presented him with a valuable set of 
eoimpg implements, and various other valuable 
pqesents, md was not to be treated like a trader 
on whos^ hands goods might be thrown at the 
caprice oi the purchaser. That for my part, it 
was utterly out of my power to receive back the 
money, as by so doing I should be consenting to 
a gross indignity offered to the Honourable the 
Governor-General, who had deputed me. About 
this time a gilt war-boat arrived with .the king's 
treasurer, an illegitimate son of his mi^esty, who 
had brought wiA him the four boxes of rupees, 
and money to pay for the copper. I desired him 
to be seated, but would not permit them to deliver . 
the boxes of silver, or receive the value of the 
copper. The boxes, therefore, were laid down at 
the gate of the enclosures of the bungalaw. What 
I had told the rayhoon, I made the interpreter 
repeat to the treasurer, who assured me he would 
hifiorm his majesty of my sentiments and feelings 

k2 



132 JOURNAL OF A RESIDENCE 

OH the occasion. I then entertained him with tea 
and sweetmeats, and presented him with a piece 
of flowered muslin, and a piece of choppah romal. 
On leaving my bungalow he again assured me he 
would faithfully tell his majesty all he had heard 
and seen. The rayhoon and interpreter betrayed 
evident marks of fear and astonishment at my de- 
cided conduct ; and I trust it will be a useful 
lesson to them not to trifle with me another time. 
The rayhoon staid dinner with me, when we had 
a long conversation respecting my interview with 
the whoonghees, and all the old arguments on 
both sides renewed. He said he was certain' it 
could never take place on my terms, and I as pe- 
remptorily assured him it should never take place 
on any other. He then said, the mayhoonhad 
been twice to see me, and I had never returned 
his visit. I told him that he and the mayhoon 
well knew my heart was with his excellency; and 
that it was my wish to be often with him ; but 
that it did not depend on me ; that I waited his 
majesty's orders for the regulation of my conduct, 
.as I was determined not to betray myself into any 
error, . by acting from my own deficient judgment 
in matters of etiquette; which amongst them 
were matters of high importance. I then asked 
him if he would assure me, that if I visited the 
mayhoon, it would be no impediment to my inter- 
view on my own terms with the whoonghees ; and 
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desired him to say cimdidly whether he could 
witii propriety advise me to run that risk. He 
desired time to consider, and after some reflection 
said, he would not advise me to it, but recom- 
mended my sending Mr. Burnett early to obtain 
the mayhoon's final answer respecting the delivery 
of my memorial ; he then placed some of his own 
people to watdi the boxes of rupees and retired. 

March 12. The river continues to rise, and 
is now within two feet of the level of my 
bungalow. I sent Mr. Burnett with the inter- 
preters to the mayhoon with a written message ; the 
layhoon's people also carried over the rupees to 
him. When Mr. Burnett arrived at the mayhoon's 
house, he found him engaged in some religious 
ceremonies respecting a deceased relation ; among 
the visitors was the queen mother. These lasted 
upwards of an hour, when the miayhoon came to 
him. He received him with much a&bility, 
and was much pleased with some trifling presents 
I had sent for his children. Mr. Burnett then 
proceeded to deliver my measage, which was first 
to ask, whether his excellency had presented my 
memorial to his majesty. He replied, he had 
not ; that had it been proper he would have pre- 
sented it long since. Mr. Burnett then asked, if 
he declined presenting it? After considerable 
hesitation, he said that he should be very happy 
to comply with my wishes in every thing, but 
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that it really was oiit of his power to |>re8eiit 
the mefmorial. Mr. Burnett then said, he had 
my orders to request the farour of his excels 
lency to return the memorial, if he still de- 
clined presenting it, as it was absolutely deees- 
sary, his nlajesty should be acquainted with my 
seotimeiits; but that I edmeiltly entreated his 
excellency to reflect before he returned it, as 
it was my wish to be guided 'm all things by his 
excellency's opinion, and that all tny business 
should be Conducted through him, that bdth na- 
tions might owe to hiib, all the advantages that 
must arise from their perfect union; but that 
there were some points out of my power to cen* 
cede, and that my intenriew, Iv^ith the whoong* 
hees on equal terms, was perhaps the only one 
that would occur. Mr. Burnett informed me that 
it was upwards of an hour before he came to a 
determination, seemingly weighing the matter 
seriously within his own mind; 'at length he 
told him, he must return the memorial, as he 
really could not risk the presenting it. When 
the rayhoon brought him the rupees, and told 
him what had passed at my house on that subject^ 
he said, the Resident is very right ; I wrote to 
the Governor-General for them, they were sent to 
oblige me, and I will be answerable for the 
amount. His brother, who was present, asked 
him to let him have 5,000 of them. *' No," said he, 
'* no one shall have them ; I know what to do 
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of flowered muslin on retiring. Sometime after- 
wards the rayhoon called, he had little satis- 
fiictory to communicate, and I did not think 
proper to condescend to ask, how the presents 
he had extorted from me had been received by 
the king. In the course of conyeisation he gave 
me to understand that, if I wanted boats, I must 
buy them myself. I did not disguise my sen- 
timents, of the meanness of their conduct through- 
out ; ever ready to beg and receive, but without 
the smallest inclination to make any return ; and 
gave him fully to understand, that I was dis- 
satisfied and disgusted with their conduct. I 
told him of my intention to send a message to the 
mayhoon in the evening, and requested he 
would have a boat sent to take Mr. Burnett 
over, as the one his excellency had formerly lent 
me had been withdrawn. He wanted me to put 
off the business to another day ; I told him the 
business was too urgent to admit of it. Some- 
time after he had retired, the mayhoon sent me 
a letter, informing me, that he had given orders 
to the Rangoon government, to pay me the 
amount value for the silver and copper coins; 
that hb majesty had given all the orders respect* 
ing me, according to the Governor-General's 
letter ; that they lay ready at the looto for me,, 
and would be delivered whenever I choose to go^ 
for them ; and that he should be happy to lay 
before his majesty any further wisdies I might 



I3& JOURNAL OP A RESIDBNCB 

have to commttnicate. I prepared the following 
message in reply, that I should want the money 
here to defray my expenses ; that,, as to what his 
excellency was pleased to say respecting his 
majesty's orders in conformity with the Gover* 
Bor-Genend's letter, I was at a loss to under* 
stand it, as the principal point urged in that 
letter, of my being received with the respect and 
attention due to me, had in no respect been 
attended to ; on the contrary, I was sorry to say, 
I had been treated with neglect and insult ; that, 
regarding his excellency's kind o&r, to lay 
before his majesty any other business I might 
haye^ I was sorry I could not avail myself of 
it, as it was not customary with us to expose our- 
selves unnecessarily to mortification ; that I had 
already wrote one memorial to the whoonghees, 
and another to his excellency, to neither of which 
the least attention had been paid ; and that until 
they were answered, I should risk no more public 
letters. I also added, that t much feared the pre* 
tended ambassadors from Vizalley had deceived 
his majesty ; that the country they called Visalley, 
was, in fact, Assam ; that I knew the money 
the king sent me to look at, were Assam coins ; 
that the map was also the same as one I had seen 
firom Assam ; and that, according to the various 
accounts of the situation of the country, Viasalley 
was but another name for Ghergong, the capital 
of Assam, which country was tributary to the 
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filiigtldli, and undei* their protection ; that It was 
not more than three years since our troops had 
settled the country, and placed the present rajah on 
the throne ; and, if my apprehensions were just» I 
nradi feared, that if the Burmhan troops invdded 
Assam, it would be the cause of a war between the 
English and Burhman nations, which it was my 
duty, and the duty of every lover of this country, 
to endeavour to prevent. I, therefore^ entreated 
of his excellency, to lay my doubts before his 
majesty, and permit me to examine the pretended 
ambassadors from Yizalley, as by that means the 
evils so much to be dreaded might be prevented ; 
for, the sword once drawn, none could say when 
the mischief would stop : also, that my doubts 
of the sincerity of the Burmhan friendship 
towards the English were increased by the 
manner in which I had been treated since my 
arrival, and the unwillingness of his majesty's 
ministers to shew me that respect and attention 
which my station demanded; that I had done 
every thing, in my power to deserve better 
Usage, and now only waited his excellency's 
providing me with boats to begone ; that if I had 
remained, his excellency would have found me 
a firm friend ; that I had a proposal to have made^ 
that would have yielded his majesty and all the 
royal fiunily a great revenue, and made him the 
richest subject in his majesty's dominionA ; bul 
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these hopes were now all at an end; I could not 
but lament it^ but the fault was not mine. 

At eight o'clock the boat came, when Mr. 
Burnett, attended by Mr. Rowland, only went 
over. At one in the morning he returned; he 
infonned me the mayhoon received him kindly, 
and with far more privacy gave him an audience 
in his boat, and listened to my message with 
great attention. He confessed it was possible 
Vizalley might be Assam ; that he considered him- 
self much obliged to me for my candid explanation 
— ^acknowledged the truth of all I had advanced, 
and promised to lay my representation before his 
majesty; in short, this message seems to have 
produced a complete revolution in his mind, for 
he desired Mr. Burnett to tell me, that if I would 
draw up the memorial a little softened, he would 
undertake to deliver it to his majesty, and would 
use all his influence to promote my wishes. He 
then introduced a desultory conversation on va- 
rious topics, which he seemed to take great plea- 
sure in prolonging, which occasioned Mr. Burnett's 
remaining to so late an hour. When about to 
leave him, he desired him to call with the memo- 
rial next evening, and to desire of me to consider 
of some proposals which might be of advantage 
to his majesty's dominions, as it would enable 
hitn to plead for me with more confidence, as he 
had enemies who might attribute his urging con- 
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cessions in my favour without an equivalent, as 
proceeding from sinister motives. 

March 16. In the morning the queen*s whoon 
came with a present from the first queen of 
four elephants' teeth, a piece of silk, and a sap- 
phire ring from the second queen worth ahout 
thirty tecals ; I treated him, and gave him a pre- 
sent. Shortly after the rayhobn paid me a visit, 
and seemed much pleased at the favourable turn 
of a£&irs. In the course of the day I prepared 
the memorial, retaining all the material points, 
and adding a preordiumy that I thought would be 
conciliatory. I also drew up a rough sketch of a 
proposal for raising a revenue from salt, bala- 
tchong, and betel-nut, to be placed under the 
management of the mayhoon and myself. 

At six o'clock precisely the boat arrived, and 
Mr. Burnett, attended by Mr. Rowland, went 
over the river with them to the mayhoon. He 
received him in the boat, as before, with the 
greatest affiibility, and even desired the rayhoon 
to withdraw, that he might be more private. He 
seemed highly pleased with the memorial in its 
altered state ; as to the proposals, his expressions 
respecting it shewed utter astonishment, at the 
same time no disbelief; as he said he was con- 
vinced many things were easily possible to me, 
which to him were inconceivable ; he summed up 
the whole of his comments with manifesting the 
highest satis&ction and pleasure, saying, that he 
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had nerer spent two nightg with so much gra- 
tification. At half*past ten o'clock Mr. Burnett 
returned. He desired Mr. Burnett to return next 
day, with Mr. Moncourtuse, to translate the pa- 
pers, as he wished to hft^e Burmhan copies. The 
prince of Prone, I understand, left Mheghooa 
to-day to join the camp. 

March 17. In the morning I sent Mr. Bur- 
nett and Messrs. Moncourtuse and Rowland, and 
had the memorial copied in Buimhan fer his 
excellency's satisfaction. At noon, his excellency 
carried the memorial to the palace. I learn that 
his majesty has relinquished his intention of 
joining the army, and that the rajah of Bomoo 
has been confined on suspicion of having imposed 
on him in the affitir of the Chinese ambassadors 
he introduced at court last year. 

March 18. His majesty set off about eight 
A.M., in the smallest of his boats of state, ac- 
companied by eleiFcn boats of his queens and 
concubines, eighteen covered boats belonging to 
his ministers and courtiers, and about seventy 
war-boats ; several of them gilt, including those 
that towed his own, the queens', and ministers' 
boats. Each on an average might contain about 
fifty men. On shore he proceeded with twenty- 
nine elephants, with different kinds of howdahs 
on them, followed by his body-guard filing off 
promiscuously, dressed in the common habit of 
the country, with two bundles, and their muskets 
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hashed to them, carried by eadi on a bamboo. 
About one o'clock the new carriage followed his 
majesty in a boat, towed by two war-boatg ; after 
it a boat of horses, and behind these his former 
state-oarriage. At nine o'clock the rayhoon came, 
and said he was sent by his majesty to inqpiire 
after my health, and to inform me that he was 
going to a place about nine miles distant to per- 
form some religious ceremonies ; after that, some- 
what further, to inspect the state of the Vizalley 
wmy, as also to cut firewood to make bricks for 
his new pagoda ; that he had held a consultation 
with his whoonghees respecting the propositions 
contained in my memcmal, and that they had ac- 
knowledged the justice and propriety of my 
demands ; but alleged die ill state of my health, 
and inconvenient situation, either to midce or 
receive visits, as a reason for postponing the 
business for the present ; therefore they recom* 
mended that proper boats should be provided for 
my going to Rangoon, and that the adjustment of 
the ceremonials of my interview with them should 
be deferred to a more favourable opportunity ; 
and that he waited for my answer to his miyesty. 
I desired him to make my acknowledgments to 
hb majesty for his kind inquiries and solicitude 
for my health ; at the same time hoped that he 
would not suppose, for a moment, that i would 
permit healtli or personal convenience to interfere 
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with my public duty ; that it would be better for 
me to die, than that the interests of my country, 
or his'majesty, should suffer through any delay 
of mine. I should, therefore, hold myself in 
readiness to meet his majesty's ministers at what- 
ever time or place he might be pleased to ap- 
point ; that I by no means saw the force of the 
whoongee's objections, as to the want of a proper 
place to receive me in; that his majesty had 
already honoured me with an audience at a tem- 
porary residence, and so might they ; that it was 
not the place that dignified the man, or gave con- 
sequence to his mission ; that it was all the same 
to me whether I met them in a palace, or under 
the shade of a tree ; that in about six days I 
hoped to be sufficiently strong to move about, and 
would then be ready to attend his majesty's com- 
mands. A desultory conversation then took place, 
from which I gathered, that the rayhoon had been 
sent to sound me, and to learn whether the state 
of my health had efibcted any change in my mind ; 
but, I trust, he had no reason to flatter himself 
with any discovery detrimental to the interests of 
my mission; for he concluded with saying, he 
found me always the same, and should faithfully 
report all I had said to his majesty, whose eyes 
began to be opened, and wished for some private 
conversation with me. 
March 19. At night the rayhoon returned 
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fuimed from his majesty, and informed me he 
had &ithfully detailed all I had said, and that his 
majesty had been graciously pleased to order 
that all my wishes respecting the interview with 
the whoonghees should be complied with ; that 
the mhee whoonghee, in consequence, would come 
down the river to-morrow for that purpose. That 
his majesty had been pleased to add many other 
particulars highly gratifying ; among the number, 
that he was sorry to hear that any of his subjects 
had given encouragement to the enemies of the 
English ; that it was entirely without his know- 
ledge ; that he had ordered, that all those who 
had been assisting the French prize, now at 
Bassein, should be sent immediately to court, to 
answer for their conduct; and should give such 
strict orders to the governors of all his ports, as 
to prevent any thing of the kind happening again. 
He had severely reprimanded Jhansey the sha- 
bunder for disguising these things from him, and 
encouraging the French; and had ordered the 
mayhoon to apprehend all the vagabond French 
in his government, that they might be sent out of 
the country ; that, after the interview, it was his 
majesty's wish that I should communicate my 
public business to the whoonghee, who would 
lay it before him; aiid that, when all was finished, 
he would write a public letter to the Governor- 
General, and another to his Britannic Majesty; 

L 
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that he should also write a private letter to the 
Governor-General, to request a particular &vour 
of him, which request he hoped I would back 
with all the influence in my power. The request 
was, to endeavour to obtain for him, from the 
king of Candy, one of the teeth of the Burmhan 
law-giver and demi-god, supposed to be deposited 
in the principal pagoda of Ceylon. He desired 
me to inform him, if there was any thing in his 
dominions which would be acceptable to the 
Governor-General or to myself; that, unless I 
did. so, he should not look upon me as a sincere 
friend ; that I might live where I pleased ; if at 
Aman^poorah, he would purchase the best brick 
house there, of Mr. Agusar, an Armenian mer^^ 
chant ; or, if at Rangoon, the house I then rented. 
He also condescended to ask particularly after 
my health, expressing his concern for my indis- 
position, and requesting that I would take par* 
ticular care of myself; and rebuked his ministers 
for their inattention to me hitherto ; to all which, 
of course, I made suitable repliep. The rayhoon 
then mentioned to me, that his majesty had ex- 
pressed a wish to have one of my tents, and had 
ordered the mayhoon to give me as much canvass 
and purpiet in return, a3 would make me another. 
I told him, as to return, it was entirely out of the 
<]p]e8tion» and that I was happy in my oppor^ 
tunity of obliging his miyesty. 
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March 20tA. In the morning the rayhoon 
came for the tent, and the mayhoon sent two 
war-boats to convey it, and the Calassies* 
who were sent to erect it. Mr. Moncourtuse 
went with it. About five in the evening Mr. 
Moncourtuse and the CalasBies returned; he 
.infbimed me that they had been about 10 miles 
up the river, that the tent had been pitched. His 
majesty had entered and seen it, and was much 
pleased with it. 

March 2lst. About seven in the morning, 
the rayhoon came to my bungalow, and in-« 
formed me that the pohoun and war-boats were 
in attendance to convey me to the place of 
interview ; unwell as I Was I determined to go. 
At about half-past nine I left my bungalow: I 
was obliged to be carried in a chair to the 
boat. The pohoun was rowed by forty-two 
men; and the viceroy had sent five war-boats 
to do me honour on this occasion. The boat 
pulled over to the Mheghoon side, and I was 
calTied from the boat to the building erected 
for the place of interview. The my boon mid 
some, of the whoonghee's officers attended me 
&(mi the water-side; I had also with me 
Mr. Burnett, the tw'o intierpreters, and my or- 

^■^■ii^ II ■■■■■■ ■■■■. ■ !■■ I 11— ■■■.■■■II ■ 

* Men who are in the habit of pitching tents. There are a 
ccitain number attached to each regiment in India, 
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dinary retinue. A great number of war-boats 
had been assembled on this occasion, several of 
them gilt, with small guns, two or three pounders, 
on black carriages, lashed on their prows. The 
building erected for the occasion was a spacious 
died of bamboo and thatch, with a platform about 
eighteen inches from the surface of the sand, and. 
two smaller platfotais of equal height and di- 
mensions, about one foot higher than the common 
platform, in a direction east and west from each 
other, and distant about fourteen feet. These 
platforms were screened from oiie another by two 
curtains of silk brocade ; they had canopies over 
them of cloth, and their floor covered with 
oarpets; the intervening space with mats. Pre- 
vious to my disembarking from the boat, I in- 
quired if the whoonghee had arrived; I was 
informed that he was already at the place of 
rendezvous. I advanced to the bungalow from 
the north, through a double avenue of troops, 
extending from it about 300 yards ; they were 
drawn up in rank entire, the two outer ranks 
musketeers, squatting on the earth, with their 
muskets by them ; at the head of these two ranks 
were two small pieces of cannon on field-carriages, 
and to the left, at some distance, there were four 
more pieces on carriages. The two centre ranks 
were spearmen, squatting on the ground, with their 
spears planted erect ; the shafts of the spears covered 
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with silver plate, and the heads ornamented with 
a bunch of red cow-tail. All these people were 
in the common garb of the country. When I had 
arrived at the head of the avenue, one of the 
whoonghee*s officers, in a black jacket trimmed 
with gold lace, very officiously wanted to disarm 
my servants and orderlies, although it had been 
agreed on before, that I might take all my guard 
%vith their muskets; this, however, I would not 
permit. We advanced without further inter- 
ruption ; my chair was carried within the veranda 
of the shed: when I ascended the first platform 
I put off my shoes, and was conducted from 
thence to the western interior platform ; two of 
my chairs were then brought, one was carried to 
the^whoonghee, and in the other I seated myself, 
supported by pillows, with my face fronting the 
east. Mr. Burnett, the rayhoon, and the other 
officers, were seated on mats on the lower plat- 
form, I alone remaining on the elevated one ; on 
my side the curtains were then drawn up, and 
discovered to me the whoonghee sitting above on 
the eastern platform, fronting me, the various 
official insignia of his office being arranged on 
the platform to his right, and the officers of his 
establishment in their dresses of stieite, seated, as 
those on my side, on the lower platform. The 
whoonghee was dressed in a close jacket of pale 
blue, flowered damask, with silver sprigs; on his 
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shoulders was a black velret mantle, edged with 
broad gold lace, and flowered with gold em- 
broidery; on his head, a pyramidal cap; a silk 
lungee red and white, and a Burmhan sword with 
gold scabbard and hilt in his hand. After Tiewing 
one another for a few minutes, we arose to- 
gether; descending from our platforms, met each 
other half way in the intermediate space, and 
shook hands ; I then addressed him with a com- 
pliment expressive of the happiness I felt on this 
occasion, which he returned ; after two or three com- 
pliments passed i^ultable to the occasion, we retired, 
and seated ourselves on our respective platfi3nns. 
The rayhoon had been very urgent with me 
to make some small present to the whoonghee at 
our meeting. I told him I had no intention to 
take any thing; but, to gratify them, if the whoon- 
ghee would present me with a pawn of betel, I 
would, at the same time, offer him some trifle ; 
accordingly, when I returned to my chair, I gave 
Mr. Moncourtuse, the interpreter, an English 
guinea, to be delivered to his excellency, with 
the following message (the pawn of betel at the 
same time was sent across to me), that I accepted 
from his excellency the pawn of betel, as a token 
of amity between the English and Burmhan 
nations; that, on my part, I returned him an 
English guinea impressed with the image of his 
Britannic Majesty, emblematic of the wealth and 
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happinesd which I trusted would flow from our 
union. His excellency returned for answer, that 
he understood what I said, but that it was hap- 
fineas and not wealth his majesty wished for his 
subjects ; he then pocketed my guinea. I re- 
plied, that I spoke of riches in a figuiatire sense 
only; Uiat, as gold was the purest and most 
durable of all metals, so a sincere fiiend, such 
as I trusted the English nation would prove, was 
superior to all other wealth. Several personal 
and general compliments were then intercluuiged 
to the apparent satisfaction of both parties. In 
particular, I must mention the whoonghee's ex- 
pressing his agreeable surprise at finding me so 
i^ble, as he had been taught to believe I was 
a man of a very different description ; he then 
asked, if it would be agreeable to me to visit him 
next day : being answered in the affirmative, he 
said, if agreeable, he would return my visit in 
the evening of the same day, as business made 
it necessary for him to return as soon as possible 
to his miyesty. To this proposal I readily assent- 
ed. He then said, as I was so unwell, he would 
not be the means of detaining me longer; re- 
quested I would retire, and begged of me to be 
careful of my health, in which he was pleased to 
say, I ought to remember, two nations now were 
interested; The music and dancers then began 
to exhibit, and I retired as I came, leaving him 
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still seated in the shed. When I had got on 
board my boat, the n^hoon requested of me to 
wait a little to see the whoonghee go to his house 
in all his state ; he walked from the shed in the 
centre of the troops, which had formed the 
avenues ; they filed off to the westward, mardi- 
ing in the same order in which they were seated, 
in Indian files, two to his right and two to^his 
left; he was attended by a large retinue of the 
officers and servants of his establishment, carry- 
ing his gilt chattre, gilt war-hat, gold pawn dawn, 
goght, ^c, and a number of led horses brought 
up the rear. The whoonghee seemed to be very 
well pleased with the interview. He is a thin 
swarthy man, rather above the middle stature, 
with harsh Tartarian features, and apparently 
about fifty years of age. If he was deceived as 
to the reports of me, I was equally so in respect 
to him, for I discovered in him neither hauteur, 
particular dignity, or promise of sagacity. lam 
told, however, that he has the reputation of being 
a good general, an intrepid soldier, and an able 
minister. Altogether, I suppose, I was about an 
hour in the bungalow ; at about half-past twelve 
got back to my own quarters, much fittigued. 

At four P.M. (my dinner hour), the whoonghee*s 
woondock came to my bungalow to inquire after 
my health ; I had tea and refireshments prepared 
for him in another room, and, after 1 had finished 
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my dinner, went to him ; a principal part of his 
errand was, to learn how I was satisfied with my 
internew, as he had a writer with him to note 
down my answers. He took particuhbr pains to 
impress me with a high sense of the great honour 
idiich had been conferred on me, informing me 
that there was no precedent for it in the annals 
of the Burmhan history (this the whoonghee had 
told me during the time of our interview). He 
asked me the ages of his Britannic Mi^ esty and 
&mily, mid the state of the kingdom ; the age of 
the Governor-General, and many other questions 
to the same effect ; and, after having gratified his 
curiosity, he took his leave. 

March 22. Early in the morning the same 
boats that waited upon me yesterday with at- 
tendants, came over to the island, and, at 
nine o'clock, I set off with the same retinue as 
before: I was carried up in my chair to the 
whoonghee's house, situated about 800 yards 
from the water on the Mheghoon side, and then 
through the yard of the compound, where 
the troops were arranged, to the ladder, where 
I was received by the whoongee's woondock, and 
other ofiicers. At the top of the ladder I took 
off my shoes, and was conducted through an open 
court on the platform, to a room fronting the 
north prepared for my reception; on the east 
side of this room, a chair was placed for ni;e. 
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whfcre I was rented, with my face i^,9tuig the 
wast; Mr, 3iim^tt wiis aaated qb the. c^riiet dose 
to me; th^e ixiterpret^i$» mopnshee and othaiB, 
aiiendimty .% lit^e to hU right ; fAoae to my left 
WJ9A the partition of the apartment^ and against 
it, about four yar(}s tp the weistward, a chair was 
placed for the whoonghee^ fronting the north, 
which made my seat at his/i^ht hand : immediately 
in. front of him were arranged the presents intend- 
ed for me ; between them and me, but a little 
fiirther north was the woondock seated on the floor ; 
on the. west side of the room Mid in the open 
court, were arranged the rest of his offioers and 
retinue. After I hi^ been seated about two 
minutes, the whoonghee came out from a room to 
the south of the one I was in ; I arose from my 
chair, and we advanced tp meet eacih other, shook 
hands, and then retired to our chairs. I had 
been lasked by the rayhoon if J wished to see the 
w)¥^nghee'3 wives, and I replied in the affirma- 
tive, and they camie out and seated themselves on 
the whoonghee'9 left; mutual compliments were 
exchanged. He put th^ same questions to me re- 
specting Hi$ Britannic Majesty, ^c, as had been 
made by his woondock the day before ; but in par- 
ticular inquiied whether England enjoyed internal 
peace, or if any. change had been made in its laws ; 
and again gave, me to understand that I had been 
miarepreseiited to him, and how agreeably he 
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Was undeceiyed ; wMch oon&rmed what I already 
pretty well knew, that great paina had been taken 
to prejudice my nation and self to the Buiwhan 
Qourt, but I trust these clpuds were. now all dis- 
aipated, and told him so. He replied, that in 
future the Burmhan and English nations would 
be as one. Tea and refreshments were .then in- 
troduced on gilt trays, and bistel boxes were 
I^aced before me, such as were nnly used by the 
royal fiunily and himself. He was this day dressed 
in a light coloured velvet robe covered with em^ 
broidery, with a fillet handkerchief of gold cleth 
round his head. He unbent considerably, was 
very affid)le and polite in iheir way, and made me 
many tenders of his friendship and best services; 
during the taking the refreshments we had a good 
deal of conversation on various subjects. He then 
ordered one of the large lacquered boxes in 
which they send presents to be placed before me, ^ 
and desired I might be informed it was of a par* 
ticular manufacture made for himself, and that 
none like it could be obtained for any money. 
He then said, that, as through his majesty's favour 
I bad received such strong proofs of their friend- 
ship, I must occasionally dress like a Burmhan, 
as I was one in my heart, and that he had pre- 
pared cloths for me for that purpose, pointing tQ 
those before him ; he then made a present of a 
silk lungee to the rayhoon, a piece .of inferior 
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kind to the king's translator Mr. Moncourtuse, and 
a piece to each of the king's linguists who at- 
tended, of the same kind. He then asked me 
what I meant to do, whether I would wut at 
Amarapoomh till the king returned, or proceed 
to Rangoon. I told him I should wait his majes- 
ty's instructions on that head, but I was ready to 
attend him to any part of his dominions where he 
might go, or wait till his return at Amarapoomh ; 
« but as to returning to Rangoon before my business 
was settled, I could not consistent with my duty. 
He then said, if I had any memorial to present to 
his majesty; and would send a person with the 
rayhoon to him up the river, he would take care 
to get it settled. I then rose to take my leave, 
and he said, he would call upon me about four 
o'clock in the evening, and I retired in the same 
manner I came. I forgot to mention that there 
was music and dancers in an adjoining room, and 
shortly after the whoonghee came out he desired 
all my servants might be admitted. The room of 
audience was level and covered with carpets, and 
hung round with .silk brocade screens. The pre- 
sents for me were carried by his officers on board 
the war-boats that attended me, they consisted of 
three horses, a set of lacquered boxes for carrying 
presents, a set of ditto betel boxes, five silk lun- 
gees, and 100 pieces of common blue and white 
Burmhan cotton, and two silk wrappers. My 
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Visit occupied altogether nearly two hours, and 
as soon as I returned, I immediately prepared for 
his reception. By the assistance of the rayhoon, 
I had a room, fourteen feet by thirty-two, raised 
about eight inches from the sand, and platformed 
with planks, and verandas all round, the ceiling was 
made of broad doth of my own, and the rayhoon 
procured for me curtains of party-coloured cloth 
to go round the sides ; the floor was covered with 
Settringies * ; a large table in the centre was 
Covered with cakes and sweetmeats, and the pre- 
sents I intended for him arranged on the floor : 
maps were hung round the room ; globes, and 
various mathematical instruments were arranged 
a}ong the sides for inspection; I had also pro- 
.cured dancers and ^country music. About one 
o'cloek his musketeers and spearmen came .over 
and formed a double avenue from my bungalow 
to the water-side; I had my guard drawn up 
fronting the door of the room. About two p. m., 
he came over in his own war-boat, attended by 
two gilt and several other war-boats. When he 
landed he was preceded by his sword-bearer^ 
dressed in a red velvet gown, silk lungee, a large 
broad-brimmed white hat, with a large Burmhan 
sword on his shoulder, the scabbard black, ornar 

ft 

mented with gold fiUagree work, the haadle 
grai^d in both his hands ; and he advanced with 

* Striped cotton carpets manufactured in India. 
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a swaggering kind of antic step. The whoonghee 
was dressed in a green velvet robe richly embroi* 
dered with gold, fillet handkerchief on his bead^ the 
same as in the morning, and over it alaige broad- 
brimmed French black hat* edged with scolloped 
French gold laoe, a silk lungee, with Burmhan san- 
dals on his feet ; over his head was carried a large gilt 
chatta, and his retinue foUowingwith the various in- 
signia of his office and rank, dressed in their state 
coats. As he passed, my guard presented theirarms 
when he came to the edge of the pUcforih, he took 
off his sandals, as a compliiQcnt; I did not wearmy 
shoes. I received him when he ascended the 
platform ; we then shook hands, and I led him 
to a chair placed at the north end of the room ; 
then seated myself in a chair on the eastern side, 
about three yards from him, so that he was on my 
right hand ; every one else were seated on the 
floor. Compliments were then interchatiged, and 
when he had been seated sometime he took off his 
hat,^ which seemed to be a great incumbrance to 
him/' After some conversation, I offered him tea 
and refreslttaent», which he accepted ; I then 
asked him if he wished to see any of our instru- 
mente; and he assenting^ I shewed him the globes, 
and described their use, a eloCk, microsdope, 
telescope, camera obscmra^ ^c. He was pleased 
witli ievery thing, but in particular wiAh the ca- 
mera, which was fitted to shew views of London, 
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^c. He said that Qwmeva^ meaning the myhoon 
of Rangoon, had told them a number of stories 
in fkvour of me which he hardly knei¥ how to 
credit, but that he now saw he had spokt the 
truth. He now began to be very' fiuniliar and 
chatty, and seemed happy to throw off the re- 
straint of formality, to which I of course encou- 
raged him. He called his officers and servants 
about him, and shewed them the camera, nudiing 
many pertinent remarks on the objects displayed. 
He said that his majesty had many curious things 
in hiff palace, but nothing like the camera ; and 
expressed a wish that I would present it to his 
majesty. He afterwards said he wished I would 
give it hihi, to present to his majesty. I* told 
himthiU; and every thing else I had was at hi» ser- 
vice, and that I i^ould send it to him with plefa^ure. 
I then sent for a case of gold-mounted pistols, 
and desired the interpreter to tell him,: that I 
cune here a stranger unacquainted with their 
manners, and unprovided with any thing worthy 
the acceptance of so great ^ man as him ; however 
I trusted he would accept the pistols I had in my 
lutnds, as a^inark of myr friendship and respect, 
that it was a soldier^s gift ; they were my own 
pistols, I had proved them, and knew them to be 
good, and hoped he would keep them for my 
sak^: he accepted them with much satisfaction, 
and gave them to one of his relations to take care 
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of. He then made tbe sword-bearers bring faim 
sefeml of his swords; he chose out one, and 
presented it to me with his own hands: The 
scabbard and hilt were plated with gold ; and as 
he presented it, he said the gold is pure and 
weighed twenty-five ticals, but he did not mention 
the gold to enhance its value ; it was to be valued 
for the temper of the blade, which he had proved 
on numbers of the enemies of his country. He 
said it was to be further valued, as it was the 
first sword of the kind he had been allowed to 
carry ; and, that no other subject in the Burmhan 
dominions was allowed to carry such a sword. 
But I might carry it, and if any one asked me 
by what authority I did so, I should toy the 
mhee whoonghee had given it me. He desired I 
would keep it for his sake, and transmit it to my 
son, to remain in my family as a memento of his 
friendship. Of course I made suitable acknow- 
ledgments for this very strong mark of his attri- 
tion. During this conversation, his officers 
were employed in regaling themselves with tea 
and coiflfee, and demolishing the cakes and sweet- 
meats, which they completely finished. After 
some pause, he introduced a request he had to 
make in the following discourse: He said that 
there were' a number of bad people at Mergin, 
whose tricks he had found out, and had ordered 
a number to be put to death a few days ago. 
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His majesfy, he said, has intrusted me with the. 
power of life and death, so that it is unnecessary 
for me to report to him a criminal whom I have 
condemned. I observed that the end of all go- 
vernment was the security and happiness of the 
people, but that it would be impossible to preserve 
harmony without the inflexible administration of 
justice. '' You see," said he, '' that I am a great 
man, invested with great power, and acknowledged 
first subject in his Burmhan majesty's dominions : 
yet me has his iniyesty sent a considerable jour* 
ney down the river to receive and visit you 
according to your wish. Hence is proved how 
high a regard his majesty, has for the English 
nation. His Burmhan majesty neither wants gold 
or jewels, or any kind of riches, but there is one 
thing which he prizes above all earthly treasures, 
and which he hopes to obtiun through the friend- 
ship of the Govemor<General ; you must therefore 
promise me to use all your influence with him 
that his majesty's wishes may be gratified. Some 
yekte ago his majesty sent messengers to the king 
of Candy, to endeavour to obtain the tooth of 
Gaudeina which is deposited in the principal pagoda 
of Ceylon. The king of Candy returned him 
for answer, that he was prevented from sending 
it by the disturbances between the Dutch and 
English ; but he has since written to his Burmhan 
majesty, that the English have conquered all the 

M 
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Dutoh settlements of Ceyloh/and that he is ready 
to send the tooth by the first safe opportumty« 
Now his nuyesty is determined to send Gunneva:^ 
the governor of Rangoon, as his ^ ambassador Up 
Calcutta, and he wishes that you should send 
some person with him and write to the Goyemor* 
General, so that he may be prbpeflyreceived^ and 
have every assistance towardii attaining this tooth., 
I told him, that .it was a rule with us never to 
promise . What ,we were not siire of being able t6 
perform ; that the king of Candy, although our 
good ally, was an independei^ prince ; it there* 
fore depended solely on him; to grant his BuniH 
han nugesty '3 request : I however made no ^doubl 
that the Governor-General, woiild support that' re- 
quest as £Bir as .was consistent with the respect 
due to an independent sovereign. That as to the 
reception of his majesty's ambas9ador at Calcutta 
they .might rest ,assuxed, the Govemor-Geoeial 
would be happy in the opportunity to shew his 
respect for his majesty^and his friendship for the 
Burmhan nation. He said be tiad wiote to hii 
son, who was at . Amaiapoorah, to come up aad ac- 
company him in this visit, but that he had been 
unable to come on acoount of his duty which re- 
quired his attendsoioe rat the court of the Snga 
Tekaing ; but that he would leate me a letter dh* 
recting him to proivide me with. a boat proper for 
a pei^on of my rank and every thing else X might 
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Inquire; and again requested of me not to hesitate 

applying to him for any; thing I might wAnt, as I 

might lest aasured of hi6 friendship, and of his 

readiness to «erve me on all occasions. About 

half-past four, he retired, seemingly miich pleased 

with his entertainment I sent after him in the 

yiceroy'^ boat, ttie following presents, &e ctoiera 

obscura, a dress of cloth of two colours, scarlet 

and blue ; a dress of scarletr cloth, . a dress of 

white, three pieces of plain muslin for his wires ; 

a Sarge vase of white flint cut glass, t^o ca- 

■isters of fine gunpowder, some tea, a bundle of 

spices, a bottle of rose-water, and a bottle of 

otta ; . and for his suite', nine pieces of cachedas, ten 

pieces of sannahs, twenty-three pieces of choppa 

iomals, and three sets of betel glasses. Half- 

ai»-b(»ar afterwards he sent back a message, saying, 

as he was going to ctunp, he would be muehi 

obliged to me to give him a tent, and one of my 

largeT sytringies ; which request I immediately 

onnplied with^and ^nt them after him by one 

6i his 'relations, to whom 1 also gave a piece of 

sannahs* Yesterday the rayhoon asked me; if J 

would go and see t&e mayhooA ? I replied,, ceis 

tainly , immediately afiter . receiving the • whobn*' 

ghee'a visit. .This evening he told ine ?he had 

received -a message frook the mayhoon; requesting 

I would postpone my nisit till we should meet at 

Rangoon, «as he had i tpcisitive brdefs ' fiDom' ' h» 
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majesty to set off for Amarapoorah next day. I 
desired he would make my best respects to^ the 
mayhoon, and say, that t positively must see him 
before he left Mheeghoon ; that I had been here 
so long without that happiness, and every' day re- 
ceiving favours from him, that I could not bear , 
the idea of his going away without my paying my 
respects to him. I sent Mr. ' Moncburtuse with 
the rayhoon to learn his excellency*s sentiments. 
They had first to go to the whoonghee's, and luckily 
met the mayhoon there. When the whoonghee 
heard my message to the mayhoon, he said to 
him, " Oh, you must stay to receive the Resident 
Here the king has sent me down the river to visit 
him, and when he wants to pay you a compliment, 
you are going to run away. The difference of a 
day in your departure cannot injure the public 
business." This was spoke in a good-natured^ 
rallying way. The mayhoon replied, " I shall 
stay with much pleasure ;*' and desired Mr. Mon- 
courtuse to tell me he should be happy to see me 
early next morning. The whoonghee also desired 
him to tell me, he i^ould be obliged to me for a 
chair, and to send to Bengal for a spying-glass^ 
and a pair of sytringies for him. 

March 23. I sent Mr. Moncourtuse to the 
whoonghee's with the chair, and calassies to 
shew them how to pitch their tent. At eight 
in the morning I embarked, in war-boats, sent by 
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the mayhoon, to pay him my visit. He received 
me in his pahoun, or lai]ge family boat : he rose 
when I. entered the audience-room, and shook 
hands with me : we then sat down in chairs close 
to each other, on the right-hand side of the room, 
my chair being placed to his right. Mr. Burnett, 
the rayhoon, and shabunder, were seated on car- 
pets fronting us ; the interpreters and two or three 
of his own people towards the fore part of the 
room ; the rest of his people, with my servants, 
under awnings on the platform outside. I took 
off my shoes before I entered the room. The 
viceroy was dressed in a jacket of fine brown 
cotton cloth, the mapu£acture of the country, silk 
lungee, and muslin fillet handkerchief round his 
head. His reception was frank and friendly, 
totally devoid of formality ; and we conversed and 
ehatted with the femiliarity of old acquaintance. 
He introduced two of his children to me, a 
sprightly little girl seven or eight years old, and 
a little boy of three. About half-an-hour after 
I had been seated, the whoonghee, passing by on 
his way to join his miyesty, seeing me in the 
boai, called along-side, and came on board (the 
mayhoon had said previously, '^ Perhaps, the 
whoonghee will call if he sees you here," and had 
{dbced a chair for him within a railing in the 
centre apartment of the boat, about four or five 
yards to our left). The whoonghee entered the 
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room without Jiis sbfses^.aad said to the mdyhooii, 
'' I have called' to see you, and te lake my lewre 
:0f the Bjssident :.'' and to me, as he seated himself 
in the chair» '.' I always get a diair where you 
^ane/' He was dressed exactly .in the same man- 
, ner aa the mayhaon, being the common dress of 
the eounti^; RefKshments were then brought in ; 
we were treated with a very good dish of tea, and 
^odsweqtmeatsaikdbiscaiit; the viceroy 'stea»equi- 
.j)a§p9 was aaiuch better thm amy I had seen before. 
This wa3 tbe jfirst visit.that tihe nayiioairhad ev^ 
received from the whoonghee, and be seemed to 
be very happy on tha* occasion ; and, as he un- 
doubtedly ow^d it to me, it must tend to conci- 
liate his. friendship forme; but, exclusive. of. this, 
I have every reasoor to^ believe I stand very wril 
in his gopd graces. -A good deal of cheerful oon- 
v^^l'sation took plaee> and it gave me nmch plear 
pure to; peiiMive I had gained gmund JiElt ^every 
intervijew. . . The whoongfaee again iiitibdiioed the 
•/iulgeet of the sword, and was much jgratified in 
I finding I had it with me. Afi^ some' conversd- 
tion respecting my business, it was agreed that I 
shquld go down to Amara^KK>rah with the jIm^'- 
hoon, when I could consult with him conoeraing 
it, abd.give an answer to a proposal he had t to 
make to me from the whoonghee ; .and then send 
the result of our detenninaticms by the rayiioon 
and one of my own people to the whoonghee, 
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'wlio wooM lay Aem xbefore- his majegty. The 
-wliomigheefsaid, he utatpfosed his majesty' would 
letum to AmampooAh m^abcmt.a mondL; that the 
nyiiooii shoidil. stay to uttend me, and that he 
tfliMight^ me fight in deteimining (tb wait at Amaia- 
fjoomh till his migeBty's. retttm. He then rose 
fahd took his ieaye; and pfeSoceeded up ;thi3 :nver to 
joint hid majesty. I ^suppose he wa» in the boat 
about -thitee qMaftets of- an hour. When, he was 
^ne; the mwyhoon ]H6])0SBd I • diovld i^.down 
4e' riror to AmatapDoiah in - m^y ohf boats:; that 
when there! }9ltt)uld be prtmded with otfaeiis ; kmi 
than, bemg near his dinnev^lioar, he retired. 
When I asrired at my bungait6w, .the irayhoon 
jgttve me the whoonghee's letter to his son, wrote 
on a; .cadjan leaf, in the^ makmer of 'Malahars. 
We immediately began to put 0[nr baggage on 
boaid the boats; by night I had every tiling qh 
board, and the bungalows were demoli^edby the 
boat' people: Hie rayhomi^ brought his iBunily- 
boat iwei to join my squadron, and the ihayboon 
sent a'War-boit to attend upon me. I > slept on 
board my own boat, asid find myself daily getting 
beltter, notwithstanding the fatigue I haye under- 
gone these three lastdays. 

March i^. AtsixA.M: I lefk Pati^Qe: Island, 
where I had been immived ifor tiear two 
months, for 'Amarapbondi. At liino made faeft to 
tile eastern main bank, about two miles to the 
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noithward of the city, to wait the orders. of the 
Enga Tekaing's looto ; the rayhoon in company — 
he breakfasted .with me. At haif^past one the 
orders arrived, when he dropt down to the city, 
and made fast to the main bank, near the south 
suburbs. The rayhoon requested me to renudn 
on. board the boats for this night, saying he would 
go himself next morning to inform the looto oi 
my arrival, as he supposed they mig^t wish to 
receire me with the respect and attention due to 
my rank. In the evening Mn Burnett went up 
to look at the house which Mr. Agusar, the Ar- 
menian merchant, had offered me for my residenoe. 
Mirch 25. . About nine a.m. the rayhoon 
came on board with a blank face, and told 
me I might go up to the house ; but he made no 
mention of any one beii^ sent to conduct me* 
Anxious to quit the wretched boats I was in, I 
determined to waive ceremony ; and I there* 
lore •set off with Mr. Burnett and my own suite, 
mounted on the horses given me by the whoon-r 
ghee, a common cooley as our guide. Our road 
lay north along the banks of the river, about 
three-quarters of a mile, a number of shabby 
straggling houses on piles on our right hand ; we 
then turned up a street to the east^ with very good 
tiled wooden houses on both sides, which, in a 
short mile*s distance, brought us to our house, 
situated on.the south side of the street near the 
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ivetteni centre gate of the fort, and distant from 
the main ditch of the fort about seventy or eighty 
yards. I found die house spacious, oool, and sub-, 
stantial, raised about two feet above the lerel of 
the street, built of brick and mud, plastered, and 
terraced. I was employed throughout the day 
getting our baggage from the boats, for which 
purpose I was obliged to hire carts and cooleys, 
not the smallest notice having been taken of me 
by government, nor a peon sent to guard us from 
the obtrusion of the rabble. 

March 26. Early in the morning I sent Mr 
Rowland, my interpreter, to the mayhoon of 
Uunzawuddy, who has a house within the fort, 
to inform him of my being ashore, and my desire 
to have some private conversation with him, re^ 
questing he would appoint a time either to wait on 
me, or me on him. He received him with his wual 
affitbility, inquired kindly after my health, ^c^, and 
said he should be happy to see me the next mom-* 
ing about eight o'clock. The rayhoon came to 
break&st. After breakfast he told me he was 
going to pay his respects to the Enga Tekaing, 
and requested to know if I had any commands. 
I told him I had none, but that I should be happy 
to pay my respects to hisi highness whenever the 
mode of my reception was ascertained. He then 
hinted to .me the paying a visit to the whoon* 
ghee's son, and other ofl^ers of government. . I 
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Mked'-kimJE thM^ironLd be prapef ^ «on8id6rmg 
what i had {laflsed. between nie ' and the .whaaot' 
ghee 4 and'whedier. die latter i^ould nikt dera^ 
tadh Qondtict inconsisten*. Tkib^ qtfestkm bnm^t 
him to hk recoHectidtt; and he admitted that I 
wald hot Tisit die' whpoiighee'a son. He liMii 
«heiMd.ffle.axarboy of rose-water, <which he had 
|)QUght ab a {locwnt for the Enga Tekaiag, and 
requiested of me to gire him ^mI*e trifling curio- 
«iAy. in Addittouy for the same purpow ; font pieces 
of sannahs, and two of cho(^ rauauls, to present to 
tbe. wiioonghees and other officers ; a» he *said it 
was tmatomarfBmongst the Buimha^ never to gs 
^mpty>jianded to court; andlbat he had nothing of 
his^otrntoiojflfer/ having been^ stripped during bis 
mnei . months' residence here. I told him it was 
Qeac][|> the case with me, as he had taken away 
all. OfejK' little nick^tiiacks to ghe to his. majesty and 
the JToyal fieunily ; that expense * w|» no consir 
d^mithn with me: if be could purchhse any thing, 
I would give him money for the purpose. He 
candidly told me, that a trifle from me would 
t>ei .more acceptable than any thing he could pur- 
chase.; I th,eEefore gave him a gilt glass goo- 
lanbaah, and die cloth, ^c, also a handsome 
quilted couirterpane, which he had fidlen in Iotc 
wi^h himsdkf . Employed the day in erecting 
sheds, ^c, for my people. About four ^.m., the 
^yboonvretumedi and,^ if I may judge from ap- 
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pear9ii0w» had not met with* a ver^ fa^uraMe 

mcepti<Hi; ! (indeed 1 faa^e been toM, he is no 

ifavburite -itfidi.ttie prince or iais^ dikiiBtefd^ a cir- 

emstahce veiy pnobable, .at the flrtourites of the 

iaAer are ofienr detested. by the ^s(»)* • He^tdld 

me he had seen the prince, who had ask^ chun 

if: I 'meant to remain at Amamp6oiah till 4hfe 

iBtiim of his majesty, or pteceed'to Rat^oon? 

To iv^iidi Jm replied, he did "netknmr; \jflA said 

be knew tl wifth«i,tepay my rei^^evts^ td^'him 

«s saou as: I. knew it. wmM beagf^eabie to 

his higfanessy wfad befened him for an answer to 

.hb looto. He:aaid he had afterwards: qpMt the 

mayhoon, .who is to set off foir Rang^n ih two 

/or thisee days,, and .that it was hta excatleii^y'^ 

jopinion, as. well as his own, <liat I^shduld^prb- 

eeed.'to Rangoon, aad return to 'settle what 

4Danained at some more cimTisnient opportuniirf. 

Ay. way. of intimidating me, hfe s)|id that, whten^the 

mayhoon and he were gone, the common people, 

iiot knowing die.temis' on which I sUxld with his 

majesty^ might insoit me. i In ^reply I repeated 

hfjhat It tod often shid jbefore, that I oertmnly 

jAmduM. notleaiTB- Amanqioorah until* my business 

y9m completed; indeed, ' thaet* i could not, oori- 

fuetent with pixiprietyp.qtiit;di^ place untill had 

hud ain jtudienec: of leaire of his r majesty; ^dMt> I 

should be sorry to be the means of detaining ^m 

from his gOTemment; that, howefer much I might 
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feel the loss of so able an adviser and friend, I re- 
quested that he would not remain here on my 
account ; that I feared no insult, well assured no 
one dared insult me, however much inclined 
some might be to treat me with slight and 
neglect; that he well knew that it had been 
agreed on between the whoonghee and me, at our 
last interview, that I was to come down to 
Amarapoorah to settle all the points of my public 
business with the mayhoon, and then send the 
papers by him and Mr. Burnett to him, the 
whoonghee, when he would lay them before his 
majesty ; that the papers were already prepared, 
iemd I only waited to consult the mayhoon pre^ 
vious to my sending them off. For his satisfaction 
I shewed him the papers, and told him that, in 
due time, I should conununicate the contents. 
He seemed surprised and puzzled, but ac- 
quiesced in the propriety of the resolution I had 
adopted. 

The truth is, both the mayhocm and he are 
unwilling to leave me behind, fearing that I 
might obtain too much influence at court; and 
are both anxious to return to their governments. 
I am fully persuaded, the slight I have received 
here has been intended to disgust me with the 
pli^ce, and induce me to quit it ; but they little 
know my temper, if they suppose I am to be 
influenced by so shallow a device. He promised 
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to meet me to-morrow at the mayhoon's; and took 
his leave. 

March S7. About eight a.m., I set out with 
Mr. Burnett on horseback, with my ordinary 
suite, to visit the mayhoon, whose house is in the 
fort. We entered the fort by the western gate, 
close to my house, and found the mayhoon's 
residence situated on the north side of the 
palace : a commodious building of wood, within 
a oonapound, raised on piles, and tiled. I w« 
not required to take off my shoes; howewr, 
when I came to the room prepared for our re- 
ception, the floor of which was carpetted, I took 
them off, out of compliment to his excellency. 
In the room was placed three chairs, one for the 
mayhooh, one for myself, and one for Mr. Burnett. 
Shortly after I entered the room, the mayhoon 
came to me, shook me by the hand, and received 
me with his usual afiability. After we were 
seated, his wife came in, also his father and 
mother, a venerable pair ; his children, and se- 
veral of his relations. We conversed on various 
topics, and were entertained with tea and sweat- 
meats. I had brought a few carraway comfitsr 
in my pocket for his children, which were ac* 
cepted with pleasure ; the rayhoon and shabun- 
der came in while we were at tea. I shewed 
his excellency some papers I had drawn up for 
his majesty's consideration ; told him some of the 
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heads, but requested erf hint to send his writer 
and Mr. Moncourtuse, the translator, to m]f 
house, that they* might be fully translated, as 
they Were too long to discuss duiing a visits and 
I was desirous o/ havii)g hib eiccellency's opinion 
of them before they w£re presented. He .im- 
mediately gave orders to that efifect, and then 
pressed me to return with him to Rangoon, using 
nearly the same. arguments as had been urged by 
the. rayhoon ; adding* that he would leave a 
proper person to bring his majesty Is eiaswer to 
my request; that he had already his majesty's 
directions to comply with all my wishes, so that 
it would be a needle^ trouble my remaining 
here. I endeavoured to- evade the question, un- 
willing to give him a positive recusal, saying, I 
would consider of what he had atoted^^ifter the 
pajpers were translated ; . all I wanted at present 
was, to lay a, solid foundation on which his ex** 
cellency and I mighty at our leisui^e, raise a 
supqrstructure that might be highly benegeial to 
his .majesty's interest I, then told his e^^ceUency , 
that J[: b^d ;to jequest the favour of his intro-* 
dwwgme; tPytjbe Epga T^eiksafig. Hereplied^he 
would ii^i^t.^op the j^Bga T^aing to know- his 
pleasure, and would attend f^ his pala/ae to re-, 
eeiyeand introdi^ce me; ai»d that proper offioprs 
woviA be sent; to conduct m^* His. . ejcc^Hency 
was jif^bft^d in the' (ipuia^f^^ A^iS^ii^S P^ .«*Wfttfy.; 
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aad I observed^ wore his sandals in tMe toom ; 
from whence I concluded he expected I should 
bare worn mj ^hoes. The rayhoon and sha- 
bnnder were seated on carpets, but his Excel- 
lency had sent for the chairs for them, which 
they declined using. His father was seated on 
a stool. His excellency said, when we were at 
Rangoon, he would get me to assist in fumiih* 
ing his house with tables and chairs in the Eu- 
ropean maimer, which of coufse I readily pro- 
mised. From erery thing I have obserred, these 
people have a >.great inclination to adopt our 
manners, and are -rery partial to/ ^our mann- 
fectuRS. After staying with himiabont two hours 
and a half, I . retired, and retaimed to my own 
houde, to which I was soon followed by the 
myhooin, writer, and translator, who • weve enaiK 
ployed the Temainder of the day. in InmafaUiBg 
the papers. His excellency also sent twb peons 
to guard the house ; and ' the princess : kxrtb, :a 
number who enclosed the front of the house with 
a bamboo fence, to keep off the multitude. ;<iThe 
rafiboon dined with us. * 

March 28.. The rayboonjcame to cottdaet jueto 
the Enga*Tekaiiag*s; Uie prince also sent two^ele^ 
phants and twa. sandogfaans to^^conduct .me».. I 
had prepared some presents, /or^ the :priQ$e^ f^ 
was preparing to set off, when <a j9ie$settger 
arriyed from the prince^ desiring, die vasitmigh^ 
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be put off till twelve o'clock, in order, as it was 
said, to give more time for my better reception ; 
at the same time, I was informed by the niyhoon, 
that the form of my reception was settled, as 
follows, viz.y that I was to proceed a certain 
distance on the elephants, and then dismount; 
that I was to walk from thence to the roundih 
where I was to wait till permission was obtained 
for my admission to the prince : at the gate of 
the palace I was to take off my shoes, and leave 
my punka and servants, and walk barefoot on the 
ground to the palace. I told the rayhoon, that 
these stipulations were contrary to what I had 
all along been taught to expect ; that, in agree- 
ing to take off my shoes at the ladder, I paid 
the prince a greater compliment than was paid by 
any of our Residents to the greatest princes in 
Hindostan ; that I neither could or would do 
more. I also objected to dismounting till I came 
to the gate, or stopping any where ; the rayhoon 
immediately went to inform the mayhoon of this 
determination. About eleven o'clock the may- 
hoon sent Mr. Moncourtuse to inform me, tiiey 
would waive the ceremony of my going to the 
roundih, Sfc.^ but requested m6 to take off my 
shoes at the gate. I desired Mr. Moncourtuse 
to tell his excellency, it gave me infinite concern 
to hesitate a moment in complying with his 
wishes, but, that I really could not deviate from 
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my resolution ; that I was willing to pay every 
manly respect to the prince, but requiring me to 
walk barefoot on the ground, was too great a 
sacrifice. About one o'clock the elephants were 
sent away, and Mr. Moncourtuse returned to tell 
me, the visit was postponed till some further 
opportunity. I am pretty well informed, I owe 
this extraordinary conduct to the officious zeal of 
the rayhoon, who is desirous of paying his court 
to the prince, by obtaining this sacrifice of me 
to his pride. I also have learnt, that these sti- 
pulations were contrary to the advice of the 
enga's whoon, who has the reputation of being 
one of the most sensible men in the kingdom ; 
and, privately, have been given to understand 
that, as soon as the mayhoon and rayhoon are 
gone, I may visit the prince on my own terms ; 
as both him and his ministers are very desirous 
of seeing me. I have further learnt, that 
the rayhoon pressed the mayhoon, and enga's 
whoon, to urge my departure for Rangoon : but, 
without any encouragement from either. He 
went from the fort to his own boat without calling 
to see me : I suppose very ill pleased with his 
want of success. Mr. Moncourtuse informed me, 
that while he was at the looto, messengers ar- 
rived from Bengal, who had been sent to demand 
some Burmhan fugitives who have taken refuge in 
the Company's territories. They reported, that 
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the GoyemM^Creiieral in reply had dewed then 
to aiiy» that he had deputed me as the Compaay'a 
Resident at the Buimhan oawt^ and leferred hia 
HiAJefity to me OQ thje subjed; of their mission ; 
that some disturbances had broken out in the 
northern ftontiero of Bengal ; diat the Govempi^ 
General had despatched a large force to that 
quarter, and was about to leave Calcutta with, a 
reinforcement him^elC (I suppose these distoib- 
ances are ia the province of Oude). They gave 
further information* tiiat a diip, called the 
I>udaloy, belonging to some Burmhan subjects 
at Rangoon, sailing: under Buonhan colouis and 
passport, had beea ci^urcd by a French pri- 
iiatoer in Balasire Roads. By this ship I had 
senyt a. gold watoh^ two boKea of fossils, of, mi- 
neral water, and several letters, whicH^i of coume, 
are all lost ; but my regret for my pf ivato los9» 
I hope, will be compensated {\i\\y by the advan^ 
tage that will accmiie to the istereata of my 
nation, as this event must tend to eiwsperate tha 
Burmhans against the French. 

i forgot to mention yesterday, ihat late m ^ 
avening Mr. JhaQsey brought me more moaey, 
in part payment due for. the coumi He de- 
nominated the silver five and eight per cestt, but 
had he denominated it 85 and 40^ he would 
have beea nearer the truth ; but I deferred say- 
ing any thing on the subject till thq, whnfe pay- 
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mmt wg» foade, tod tllfe tMe of elchaAg^e stated, 
wbM I can gtt * pi*o{^f a^say and undeceive 
theor iki ttuek iM^peg of defrauditag me. Indeed, 
Ae conduct of the officers ^ «f government itt this 
ki&pMl is trttlt lihameful, attd ebHs aloud for 
fedreds. 

Late ifnf th« evening, Mr. MotfcoUrtuse called 
UkA infiMMed me, that a boat hbd ditlved at Ran- 
gbM wHh letteihs, for whom he did not know ; 
hut leaitat that two shifte had anrived at Ran- 
goon. 

MaHh d9. In the morning, Mr. MoncoUrtnse 
Mt iSie mayboon's sheredoghee came to me, 
with A Icitter from the mayhtton, whieh contained 
in substM^efe the argimients he had used before, 
fo itiduoe me to go with him to Rangoon, and 
leqiiedtiilg I would hold ntytelf in readiness to 
mo'M ita fite dajr^* I immediately wrote him an 
tesWe^, pointing out how contradictory Md re- 
qilest' wtis to the iLmmgement Settled in his boat 
fty the whoonghee ; the iniprOpriety of my leav- 
ing AtaMi^orah without cofteludirig my busi- 
ness, and falung a regular leave of hid majesty ; 
and^ requesting he would appoint a time and 
placie for us to discuss flie obj^(^ of nty mission. 
The rayhoon did not come nigh me this day. 
In the evening I gdt one of the poiisahs to assay 
lh« silver Hiat had been p»id me, and found th^ 
Mad 4iey oalledflie^per cent. #a^ fifietttper centL 
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worse than flowered silver, or twenty-fiye worse 
than pure ; and the kind they call eight per cent, 
twenty-seven and a half ;worse than piire silver. 

March 30. Early in the morning Mr. Moncour- 

tuse called on me, and informed me that he had 

a very disagreeable message to deliver from the. 

mayhoon, which was, that as I declined taking his 

advice, he must break off all intercourse with 

me ; that he would never come to ; my house 

again, and requested I would not go to his. To 

which I returned the following written reply : — 

You will be pleased to inform his; excellency the 

may boon, that I have heard the message you 

were ordered to deliver, but cannot believe his 

excellency so £ax forgets the rights of hospitality, 

or the respect due to my public station, as. to 

intend, that I should consider it as conveying his 

serious sentiments. Many things may occur in 

the course of my mission which, although they do 

not immediately coincide with his excellency's 

wishes, .yet, when explained, may appear in a 

different light, and prove highly advantageous to 

the interests of his majesty; but, whether or 

not, the performance of my duty should never 

be made a cause for his excellency's withdrawing 

his friendship from me. 

On my part, I beg you will assure his excel- 
lency, that nothing can abate my esteem and 
respect for him, and that I trust he will uki- 
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mately find me deserving of an eqiud return. In 
the meantime, I earnestly entreat of hi» excel- 
lency to recall his message, and not to permit 
the suggestions of madmen to interrupt the hieu*- 
mony subsisting between us ; much more, by in- 
sulting me, the representative of the English^ 
GoTemment-General, to endanger the harmony 
between the two nations ; for, an insult offered 
to me, will be considered as aimed' at thoise 
who deputed me. That I repeat the request I 
made yesterday, to be fiivoured with an inter- 
view, when we might talk these matters over in 
an amicable manner ; and, as I hoped, reconcile 
every thing to his excellency's wishes ; at least 
convince him of tiie proprieiby of my conduct, and 
of the injury he did me in construing a differ- 
ence of opinion on a point of public duty into 
disrespect, as it had been, and ever should be, my 
endeavour to prove the sincerity of my esteem 
and friendship for him. 

With this message he went away and joitied 
the rayhoon, who was waiting for him at a house 
at some distance, and then both proceeded to the 
mayhoon's. 

It is very remarkable, that while this imper- 
tinent message was delivering to me, the may- 
hoon and his wife were treating my interpreter, 
Mr. Rowland, with every mark of kindness and 
attention. I had sent him early in the morning 



to obt(un a permit for Qupj^yiog my hoiiae with 
stock ; they detain^ him for near thme bouvs in 
theii? priymte ipom, macbe h)9i sit dowa by them* 
aod gave him tea, ^c, their whole diseouiM 
being pn me, my business and inteiitiow, without 
one word escaping them allusiTe to the pitfj^ag^ 
above recitisd. 

About one o'clock, Mr. Mooopurtuse returuad, 
and infonned me he hi^l delivered lay m^tswge 
tp the mayhoon, before the rayhoon and abar 
bunder, and that hia e:(ceUeney appeared sorry 
fpr having sent me the message. He had not, 
however, {authorized him to recall it, but direct 
him to call again in the evening. He mention^ 
several other parts of the conver&ation that oc- 
curred, which I forbear vedt}ng, as oonqing ftom 
gfuch dubious authority. 

I know the mayhoon to be a good laan, not 
deficieiit in sense, but too open to the artigpes 
of designing men, and, therefpre, constantly 
wavering in his opinions and conduct. Surply, 
never had poor diplomatique wight such a strange 
crew to deal with as has fallen to my lot, ignp^ 
rant of the first principles of government, policy, 
or politeness, and their words, f^pt^ons, and sen- 
timents, continually at variance ; detesting, \mh' 
biting, and undermining pa«h ot^r, yet qpca- 
s^onally wmbiwing t« peipJiex m^- I kPPw thai 
the mayhoon neither ?PH>«9ts upr esteems ih^ 
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Myhoon nor rimbuhder, and is to giBnAUk^ he^ 
loved by the king and Iroyal fiuDoiIy, ris td plao^ 
him above their maohinationft. Tet he tecriflces 
his opinion to their views. The my hdon depends 
solely on the favour of his majesty, and, lik^ all 
fiivourites, is detested by all the rest of the odart) 
and, vain of his influence, returns the compliineh* 
with itttefest. The shabunder and he, i» pat* 
tiedbr^ ate bitter enemies ; yet, on the present 
oecamm, it should seem he hdd joiaed the skft^ 
bunder aganist me. The shabunder, I knaw, td 
be a eoBtfitmed enemy to me> and the E^gliilh' 
interest, and thereibte am not surprised at any 
oppositiefft froSd him ; he is shallow, conceited, and 
miiicious, arid like many, other liMle despioaUe 
animals, capible of doing nnsdnef, but incapbbkr 
of doing good. Mr. Moncourfttse, the tianslaiov,; 
I know, hates both the myhoon and shabundes, 
but, at the same time, feaiiag them, pkiys theii^ 
game, when he would make me beKero hor 
is serving me. I give him credit for his wishes 
to thwart tfaonl, bat none for his own sincerity^ 
towards me ; indeed, he is such an habiAiil liar,^ 
as to be incapable of telfihg the truth were he 
e^er so much inclined. Yet this man am I 
obliged to employ, and occasionally to confide 
in ; so that I have to contend and manage die 
mayhoon's vanity, and weakness, ami veraatiHty ; 
tiie ncyhooA's art, imperlinettce, and 
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the Bhabunder's cunning: and msdignity ; and the 
translator's corrupt mind and tergiversation. 

About two o'clock the shabunder, cash-keeper, 
^c, came to pay me the balance due on account 
of the coins. Before I permitted . th«n to pro- 
ceed on weighing, I requested to know the rate 
of exchange at which they meant to pay me. The 
shabunder informed me, weight for weight of the 
five per cent, silrer for the siccas, or 100 ticds 
five per cent, for 125 sicca rupees, which I refused 
to receive : he therefore retired. for further orders. 
The mayhoon's wife had desired Mr. Rowland to 
get for her from me some nutmegs ; I therefore 
availed myself of the opportunity to send him to 
her with a copy of the message I had sent the 
mayhoon in the morning, fearing it had not been 
truly delivered. He returned about half-past six 
in the evening, and informed me that the may- 
hoon was out, but that the lady received him, 
and wrote down herself a translation of my mes 
sage, and promised to make the mayhoon ac 
quainted with it when he returned at night She 
chided him for not having come oftener to the 
house, assured him of her friendship, and almost 
frightened him with her attentions. The shar 
bunder coming in while they were busy with the 
translation, she told him to go away, as she had 
private business with Mr. R., and even would not 
permit her servants to be present. This lady has 
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the reputation of great abilities, and is said to 
render her husband great assistance in his public 
bufflness. Mr. Moncourtuse called about seven, 
and informed me he had been at the mayhoon's, 
but finding that he was gone to the enga te* 
kaing's, he went to the enga*s whoon's, and 
waited till he came out. The whoon told him, 
that while he was at the prince's the rayhoon 
came there, and told the prince I would not go 
to Rangoon. The prince, in reply, told him, that 
it certainly depended on my pleasure, and that 
he should not interfere without a positive order 
firom his fatfier. The old gentleman sent me a 
present of two water-melons, desired Mr. Mon- 
courtuse to present his copipliments to me, and 
to assure me he should be most happy to render 
me any service in his power. 

I understand the rayhoon*s wife left him this 
momii^, so that he has now his share of trouble, 
which I hope will induce him, in future, to have 
more compassion on me ; in truth, I think I have 
gone through my probation of patience. 

March 31. This morning the may boon sent his 
baggage on board his boat. I learn that he is 
positiiF^ly to embark for Rangoon to-morrow morn- 
ing. He and his family were all day at the enga 
tekaing's, taking leave. About eleven A.M. his 
people came to pay me the balance due foj the 
coins, and were wrangling till five in the evening 



186 iOimNAt OF A tttstosifCM 

with my poissat, or shroff, in settling tikia tMmg 
aoooont, attd after all did not finish. Paid Mr 
JhMisey, the shabunder, the amount due to him 
by me ; he set off for Rangoon about noon. At 
five P.M. I sent Mr. Rowland, my interpreter, to 
the mayhoon^ to learn when it would be agrees 
able for his excellency to see me* His lady, as 
soon as he entered the house, told him, in a 
Jocular way, '* Well, I have done my duty, you 
may now finish the bosiness yoursel£" The 
mayhoon then told him he was perfectly con^ 
vittced of my friendship, and that what he had 
said proceeded from the great regard he bad €» 
me, as he mudi feared I should experience both 
iKsgust and inconvenience after his depairtore, and 
without deriving any adequate benefit ; he added, 
that he was to embark early the next momiBg^ 
ami would be happy to see me on boaid his boat, 
where we might have some private convrasation. 
I saw nothing of the rayhoon this di^. 

April 1. The mayhoon and bis funily paessed 
to his boat, and he sent me a message to inlbim 
me he would be glad to &ee me. About a qawrter 
of an hour afterwards I went to him with my 
usual retinue. I found him alone m his boat, and 
satisfactorify explained to him the necessity aad 
propriety of my conduct ; and communicated many 
other little mattem to him, which I hsid lon^r 
wished to state, but had^ no opportuilfitif befe^« 
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I hare e?ery reaaw to hopf ikia iatenriew will 
be attended with the happiest efibetaj We tbea 
settled the plan of my ptoceedinga, and his bnv 
ther-in^law coming in, he leoommeoded my iQ'* 
tercet to his particular care. He told me he would 
occwionally wait on me, and attend on me when- 
ever I sent for him. This gentleman is connected 
to the mayhoon by a double tie. His sister ia 
manied to the mayhoon, and he is married to the 

m 

mayhoon's sister. He holds a confidential post 
in the enga tekaing's household. I dien re- 
quested the fiivour of the mayhoon's giving me aa 
introductory letter to the enga tekaing. He 
told me it was unnecessary, as he had already 
done his duty by ma in that respqet, having re-, 
oommended me in the strongest terms to all hia 
friends ; adding, that they well knew every good 
Of ill that might befid me, would be felt by^ hua 
the same se if happening to himself; for that we 
were (to use hia own words) *^ two bodies and one 
aonl :'' in short, he said every thing in his ardesa 
mai9ief to convince me he had (he nncerest friend** 
ship for me. He then gave orders to the mew^ 
jerry ta remain witii me, and to be eareftil in 
obeying my orders: he also directed that Mr. 
Moncourtuse, the translator, and one of the Ran- 
goon Mug's linguists, should remain to attend my 
ordenr. I presented his lady with a sandaVwoed 
eaierutoiie^ and bis dan^ter with a peavl neck- 
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lace, with which they were highly pleased. *We 
promised to correspond, shook hands, and I took 
leave. ' As I was going out of the door, I isaid I 
hoped he would remember me. He replied, that- 
his heart was too full to say all that he wished or 
felt, but that I might be assured where he gave 
his hand he also gave his heiurt. I then took 
leave of his lady, who appeared much affected. 
She said I was very wrong not to go with her, as 
they would have taken every care of me ; that I 
should now be left quite a stranger, without 
friends, and God only knew what might happen 
to me. 

I left these good people with much regret; 
they seem happy in themselves and family, and 
are highly esteemed by all who know them; but 
this regret was amply compensated by the satis- 
£Eiction derived from the success of my interview, 
and the pleasing hope of being numbered among 
their friends. When I returned home, I made up 
a packet of letters for Calcutta, and gave th^n 
in charge to a Mussulman merchant going to 
Rangoon. The mayhoon's brother-in-law paid me 
visit on his return from the boat. The mangles 
of the boat that came up with me, called to take 
their leave, and informed me they were loaded, 
and going down with the mayhoon. I understand 
the rayhoon is to go to Rangoon, but have not 
seen him. The chekoy who came up with me 
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called to take his leave. He wanted to borrow 
500 ticals of me, but, as I had no desire to 
lose his friendship, I excused myself; besides, I 
had already given him a present adequate to his 
services. 

April 3. In the morning sent my interpreter, 
Mr. Rowland, with a carboy of rose-water to the 
enga*s whoon, to make my acknowledgments for 
his civilities. He sent me a polite message in 
return, and a present of a bunch of cocoa-nuts. 
I also sent him to inquire of the whoonghee's son 
if he had received his father's letter respecting 
me. He received him very politely, and said he 
had received his father's letter, and should be 
happy to render me any service in his power. 
His lady sent me a present of a lacquered betel 
box. In the forenoon the enga's treasurer paid 
me a visit. In the evening a procession of votive 
oflferings for the Burmhan priests passed by, being 
the commencement of their water-feast, Hooly or 
Saturnalia, which commences the first moon after 
the sun's entering Aries. 

April 4. During the morning, groups of women 
passing through the streets paying visits, a re- 
spectable matron and her family did me the ho- 
nour of one. I received an indirect message 
from the rayhoon through Mr. Moncourtuse, in- 
timating that he hoped I would make him a pre- 
sent. I desired Mr. M. to advise him as from 
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himself, that it woitld be better for him to pikf 
me a riak, as his absenting himself fwtxt my houM 
without cause had an extiaordinMjr ap^earanee; 
and that if he sheitld leave Amampoortk ynthmA 
calling on me, it might tend to eradicate the fisnniv^ 
able o|wuan I had of him, and invialidate itaiy okum 
to attention he wi^ hwre on me . In the e^iuug 
I received a visit firom the cheko j of Tav^, a 
sensible polite man, who seemed very desimns of 
cultivating ndy acquahitance, which, ctf eoune, I 
encouraged. 

April 5. Eariy in the momiag I sent Mr. Bur- 
nett and the interpreters to the enga's wfabon, to 
know when it would be agweaUe to the prinoe 
to favour me with an audience, and to intimate 
to himr the manner in which I expected to be n^- 
ceived. Also to inform him^ that I should be 
happy to pay my respects to hm^ if he would re- 
ceive me flB9 the mhee whodng^e, and return my 
visit. To the first part of the message he repiied; 
that all my wishes would be acceded to, except the 
wearing my shoes to the foot of the ladder of the 
enga's palace, as it was oustomary for dke first 
mea of the country to take <^ their shoes at the 
gate. He would not answer definitively, \nA 
would consult with the prinoe, and send me aa 
answer in the evening. In respect to the lattef, 
he should be happy to see me whenever it suited 
my convenience on my own terms, aaA Would n- 
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tarn my visit with plewure. I also sent Mr. 
Rowland with a present ta the mhee whoonghee's 
son and wife, in return for the present which she 
had sent me. They were nuch pleased with my 
attention, and the whoonghee's son said he would 
eome and see me as soon as I had visited the 
enga tekaing. as it might give offence if he were 
tO' come before. He also informed Mr. R. that 
he expected his majesty would return to Aiiiara<» 
poomh in about ten days. I punished a sepoy c€ 
my guard with three dozen lashes fbor strikii^ a 
Bunnhan woman, and behavii^ insultti^y to the 
naig. 

April 6. Early in the morning I sent Mr. Buiv 
netl to the chief whoonghee, to know when it 
would be agreeable to him to receive my visit, 
but he had not returned from the Loeto. He 
therefore did not see him. 

jiprU 8. I foigot to mentiou yesterday that the 
myhoon sent me a message saying, he was going 
down the river, and requested to know if I had 
any commands. Returned for answer, I had no 
particular oommands^ but was sorry he had left 
the place without seeing me, as be must have 
been convim^d by my eonduct towards hm^ ihaf 
I had a regard for Umi. His man iqpologiaed by 
saying, the myhoon was afraid I should detain 
him; hot the truth is, he well knoMring I was 
&Uy informed of hia maoHBiivres «nd tergiversa^ 
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tion was ashtoied to see me. Where th6re is 
some shame there may be some hopes of refor- 
mation ; and I trust the lessons he has received 
will deter him from attempting to trifle with me 
another time. 

April 9. In the forenoon died one of the horses 
presented me by the whoonghee; the carcase 
was begged by the Burmhans to eat. The tribe 
of smiths, including all the artificers in metals, 
are particularly fond of horse-flesh, su]^sing it 
best calculated to recruit the strength wasted. by 
working at their forges. Animals that have died 
from disease are, in general, eaten by the inha- 
bitants of the country, who are fond of flesh ; but 
as metempsychosists, they are prohibited from 
kUling animals for food. In this they resemble 
their neighbours the Chinese ; and I apprehend 
this filthy custom of eating the flesh of diseased 
animals is the cause of a dreadfiil disorder which 
attacks the extremities with ulcerous sores, which 
soon . mortify, and leave those who survive dis- 
gusting and mutilated objects. The beggars of 
the country are chiefly composed of this class, 
and wander about the country in groups ; assem- 
bling at the feasts of the principal pagodas, where 
they are relieved by the hounty of the devout 
and humane. Coming up the river we met two 
or .three squadrons of little boats beloliging to 
those wretched pilgrtips, going with their fiunilies 
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to the southward ; except these it is rare to see 
a beggar in the Bunnhan dominions. They 
seem to be licensed by their peculiar misfortune ; 
the other poor^ as far as I can learn, are subsisted 
at the baws or cottages of the poonghees ; for 
which purpose, the poonghees of each monastery, 
make a procession early every morning to appro- 
priated quarters of the . town, to collect the do- 
nations of the charitable, which, in general, con- 
sist of boiled • rice, vegetable curries, and fruit. 
About four o'clock, a messenger arrived in a war- 
boat, from court express, ' with an order from his 
majesty to the mayhoon of Hunzawuddy, to pro- 
ceed to Rangoon without me, and for me to 
return to Amarapoorah if I had left it with him ; 
also to inform me that his majesty would return to 
Amarapoorah in a few days, and wished to see me. 
The messenger had orders to follow us as fisir down 
the river as Rangoon, so that if I had followed 
the mayhoon's advice I should have had the 
trouble of returning. It appears that his majesty 
had been informed I had left Amarapoorah at the 
instance of the mayhoon, contrary to his wishes 
and intentions ; it must therefore be pleasing to 
him, to learn that I had resisted such imprudent 
advice. The messenger informed me that he had 
been two days in coming from court ; that his ma- 
jesty had cut down an immense quantity of wood 
to bum bricks for his pagoda ; also two liarge trees 
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to make ro€ket8> which he iatended ^Mmld be 
the largest i&ver seen in the BHrmhiui (Lommioiis* 
He:propfa9e9 that each rocket shall contaiii 3^000 
visa, or 10,500 .pounds oC powder I gaye. the 
nii^stsenger a present, jvid h^ set off imivediately 
to. inferm. his m^epty of my being here ;< very haffpy 
at the speedy find suceessftil termination of his 
mitsion. He did not stay to • cammunieate his 
mesaage to any; of the goveramenta of Amara- 
poorfth, I therefore thought it aproper opportunity 
of paying a compl^nent to the enga's .whopn, by 
informing him. ^f it; he returned me a ]x>Ute 
answer, .saying, he was very happy tp hear the 
news, aod flattered by the mark of my friendship, 
in conubUoicating it to him. 

AprillO. I sent Mr. Burpett and the two inter* 
preters to the enga's whoon* to learn whether 
the ceremonials of my audience with the Enga 
Tekaing : was . settled. • He received him politely, 
mid promised if he would call the same hour next 
day, he. would give him a definitiye answer:, at 
the same time I desired him to ask if it would be 
agreciable toi the Enga Tekaing. . my giving alms 
to the poonghees according to the- custom of the 
Burmhan^w ; 

AprU 11, Mr, Burnett and the interpreters went 
to. the engaTs i^lioen, who received him politely 
as before, but had not been able to settle the, 
point of my reception ; amonj§^. other matters, I 
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had referr^ ta the enga's wboon^foir his atlricey' 
whethec it would be agreeaUe to his majesty for 
me to give charitj to. tibepoonghees, aeeoTditig to 
the custom of the country ; he said he 'would refer 
it to ttie Enga Tekamg, who he* was sure wMld^ 
consider it' as a great eomplhnent tn the evening 
I feceiTed a polite message from the Enga Te- 
kaing, expressive. of the pleasure he had received 
from my proposal^ and assuring me of its meet- 
ing hi& in;ajesty*s approbation/ 

AprU IS. His ipajesty has been pleased to pro- 
hibit the throwing water usual at this festival, which 
seems to be a great disappointment to the ladies ; 
they are, ' however, indulged in pamding the 
streets, and paying visits t6 their several pi^odas 
and friends in their gala dresses ; many of them 
have honoured me with their company, t received 
a message from the enga's whoon, containing' 
many polite excuses for the delays in the cere-* 
monial of my audience, and with the strongest 
assurances of his friendship, and readiness at all 
times to serve me. hfe requested me to wait pa- 
tieirtly a few days, and he would take care to 
have erery thing settled to my satisfaction. I ap- 
prehetid the delay arises from their having sent 
for his majesty's instructions on the subject. 

AprU 14. This morning I began to distribute 
charity to the Burmhan poonghees, served out 
rice and plantains to 150 of them ; bought a set 

O 9 
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of the Biinniian chessman, and began to learn to 
plfty the gamje according to their mode. The 
form and pofwers of the pieces are nearly the same 
as ours, the' variation in the game arises chiefly 
from the mode* of placing them, but I defer a 
ftkller description until I am better instnicted. 
Sereral small saj^hires and rubies hare been of- 
fered me for sale, but of inferior value, and at a 
Tery exorbitant price. Many horses have also 
been offered for sale, smart little ponies ; but the 
prices they ask at present are beyond all modera- 
tion; for a decent gelding, not above twelve hands 
high, they ask 1200 or 1300 rupees : indeed, it 
is nearly the same with every thing I want to 
purchase, from whence it should seem they think 
me deficient in wit and abounding in money. 

April 16. In the evening I received a visit from 
the king's chief cossay bramin, and several other 
inferior bramins. In appearance they are very 
much like Bengalese ; the chief bramin pretends 
to divination, or palmistry: consulted the lines 
on our hands, and told our fortunes in the usual 
cant. I shewed him some Bengal .writing, which 
he read with fecility, and also read a little shans- 
crit. He excused his want of knowledge, saying, 
it was. forty years since he was taken prisoner, 
and brought into this country. He spoke Hin- 
dostannee tolerably correct; from him I learnt 
that the kingdom of Meikley, formerly populous 
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and fertile, was desolated by tiie incursions of the 
Bunnhans; that they never had been able en- 
tirely to reduce it, as the nyah and inhabitants, 
when unable to withstand them in the field, re- 
tired to their fastnesses in the jungles. He told 
me he was about seventy-five years of age, 
and was still hale and robust: in stature he 
was about six feet high. It being late, he begged 
leave to retire, and promised to call another 
time. 

April 20. In the evening Mr. Moncourtuse 
called to inform me, that orders had .come from 
his majesty, for him to go to court to translate 
the letters lately arrived from Armkan. The 
enga whoon's writer did not come tQ-day. The 
sli^test pretence serves them as an excuse for 
idleness. Thennometer, morning, 82""; noon, 9(f; 
evening, 91''; night, 88°. 

April 21. Being desirous of writing to the 
whoonghee by Mr. Moncourtuse, I sent a written 
message by him to the looto, to know what 
reason I was to assign for my not having be^i 
honoured with an interview with the Enga 
Tekmng. They returned me a polite answer, 
saying, the delay arose from their waiting for a 
fortunate day, and which they hoped wbutd 
shortly occur. In the meantime they begged me 
to have patience; assuring me no slight was 
intended. 
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April 23. In the moming I tried a balloon of 
fopet', nine feet in diameter, and abput sixteen 
in height; With s^urtts -at wme ; but the air was 
too niuch itarefied. for it to rise, though perfectly 
inflated. About seven b'jdoick; Mr; Moneouituse 
called on me, and informed me, he had reofeived 
his despatches from the looto. I witKe a letter 
for the mee w&oohgUee, and gave it him to de- 
liver. Guve orders to the mewjeny to look out 
for a boat fit to despatoh to Rangoon for a suj^ly 
of necessaries, .^c. 

April 36. ' In the evening the same messenger, 
wiio before <iame to me fibm his majesty^ came 
down in a gilt boat; and brought me a written 
message from his iHajesty^ importihg, ihat he 
would be at Amarapoorah in five days more ; that 
be intended going down with me to Humsa* 
vmddy, to establish me therfe .oh an equality with 
the mayhoon. The messenger, his ' mi^esty's 
body-servant, returned to him immediately, upon 
receivii?^ my answer; I gave him a handsome 
present for himself and the boat's crew^ 
. AprU^. Thjs moming. being the fiiJ9t of flie 
new moon, I gave a charitable fdast in the' 
Bunnhan style,, to twenty-one poonghees. I tried 
the ball6on again with a fiimaoe, but in spiteof 
all our efforts it would not rite; this must be at- 
tributed, in the first instance, to the extreme 
rarity of the air, and, in the second, to the baid^ 
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nesd of the paper. I sent Mr. Rowland with a 
present to the packaam whoohghee, and to obtain 
an order from him for Iny hircarrah to pass down 
i9ie rirer unmolested. He received him with 
great attention, and expressed his sorrow, that 
he had not yet had the pleasure of seeing me ; 
and promised to seiid the order at twelve o'clock. 
In the morning, there passed by three Bengal 
horses, brought by the way of Arrakan, for his 
majesty ; they were but indifflu'ent musters. 

AprU 38. In the evening, one of ray servants 
detected a Burmhan shroff using false . weights. 
I sent and had him apprehended, but strong in* 
tercession being made by the inhabitants to par- 
don the man, the crime being capital, I agreed 
to drop the prosecution, on his taking an oath, 
aever to conmiit the like oflfence again. 

April 29. I received a visit frc»n one of the 
king's head ruby merchants, and leiurnt from him 
several particulars relative to the working of the 
mines, and of the cotton trade to China. In the 
evening some of the sepoys of my guard detected 
oAier Burmhan shro£& using false weights, but 
very improperly received a bribe to conceal the 
fiict. I sent to have the money returned, and 
have the parties apprehended, but they had ab« 
sconded. 

AprU db. Mr. M oncourtuse returned from court, 
and informed me, that he had translated -the 
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Governor-General's letter to the mayhpon of 
Arrakan, which contained in substance as follows: 
That he had deputed me as agent for the Bengal 
Government to the court of Amarapoorah, and 
referred his majesty to me for the arrangement 
of all matters of discussion between the two 
governments ; in consequence of which, his ma- 
jesty had directed the mhee whoonghee to send 
orders to the looto of the regency^ to state the 
demands of the Bunnhan government, respecting 
the fugitives who had fled from Arrakan into the 
Company's territories. Mr. Moncourtuse shewed 
me the order he had brought down from the 
mhee whoonghee to that effect; and delivered 
me a copy of the list of the fugitives. By the 
direction of the mihee whoonghee, he had trans- 
lated to that minister the letter I had sent by 
him: he further informed me, that the mhee 
whoonghee was much pleased with my letter and 
conduct, in resisting the importunities of the 
Rangoon government: severely condemned them ; 
and said he had a great mind to send for the 
rayhoon back again ; adding, although he escapes 
now, he will not remain long in his present 
government. He asked if his son had been to 
see me; and when Mr. Moncourtuse informed 
him he had not, he directed him, immediately on 
his arrival at Amarapoorah, to call on him, and 
inform him, that it was his positive orders, that 
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be should wait on me at least every other day. 
His majesty inquired very particularly after me 
of Mr. Moncourtiise, as to my situation, and 
whether I had recovered of the indisposition I 
laboured under while at Mheghoon ; and seemed 
happy when informed that I was perfectly re- 
covered. It further appeam that his- majesty was 
well pleased at the reception and attention paid 
at Calcutta to the messenger, (who is no more than 
a writer to the mayhoon of Arrakan), from the 
Arrakan government ; and to iGind that his report 
of the Governor-General's letter to him and my 
account tallied so perfectly. While he was at 
court, accounts arrived from the Biirmhan army, 
informing his majesty that, when they arrived 
within twelve days' march of Vizalley , messengers 
from thence had arrived in camp with letters, 
requesting them to halt, as the princess intended 
for his majesty, with her retinue, would join 
them in a few days ; these accounts had also served 
to please his majesty. According to Mr. Mon- 
courtuse, it seems very uncertain when his ma 
jesty may return to Amarapoorah. One cause of 
delay is, that there is not water enough in the 
river for his boat; but I do not rely much on this 
report, as his majesty's motions axe very irregular 
and unforeseen, it being a part of his policy to 
cottoeal his movements, with a view no doubt to 
keep. his officers alert and attentive to their, duty. 
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Mr. MoDGourtiise nfdrmed me, that he was going 
to delrter the letters to the packaan whooi^^hee, 
and requested to know if I had any message to 
send. • I told him that :I had none Freddy frcmi 
myself, bat directed Uiih to i^rm the whoonghee 
and eiiga's "vfhoon, as privatriy froioi.himself, that 
he knew I would receive no public letlEer. from 
theqi 'until I had been publicly leceived'as the 
agent of the Bengal Goreniment, and treated with 
the respect due to my rank. I have been now here 
thirty-six days; I was permitted to land without 
the smallest attention paid me ; to provide a house 
for myself and for the maintenance of my femily 
without receiving the smallest aid from the mem* 
bers of government, in their public capadty ; nor 
has one person of rank been to visit me* J therer 
fore thought this a proper of^rtunity to refresh 
the memories of the regent's ministers, and to 
enforce my: claims to the attention due to me. I 
foresaw when I landed, that I should have some 
difficulty in managing the pertinacity of those aged 
and sagacious counsellors, but relying on my old 
remedies, patience, and perseverance, I had iitde 
doubt of ultimately succeeding, and hope the mo* 
ment is near at hand ; as it should seem their con- 
duct towards me has not the sanction of his ma« 
jesty, and my preseqt resolution must neceasarily 
bring the contest to an issue one way or other. Be^ 
fore Mr. Moncourtuse left the house, the Arrakaa 
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meaaenget called to pay me a visit; ; he appcfared 
to be a'steady intelligent mtti, deeply impreBsed 
witib die wonfleiB he had seen, and aensibfe'of 
ttre attentioiis that bad been paid him. He theel>- 
foily answered all m^ queries.; wad from. him > I 
learnt in substance as laU^'wa:*^thait be set off 
from Armkanin one of the'eonntry boats ; got to 
idamabad in twenty Aays ; the Iei%di of his 
passage, owing' to bad WQMher ; that, at. Chittar 
gong, he was '^hospitably reeMved by. the chief, 
was famished with ele|dia'nts to. make excuisions 
in the .conntry, and a goafd to esebrt Um to 
Calcutta. From. Islamabad he proceeded by 
the way of Lackipoie and theiSunderhunds, to 
the Salt-Wititer Ldce ; landed at Baligant, and 
proceeded ffom thetoce to Calcutta, was. fifteea 
daJB on his ptesage; that, when he. anrlyed at 
Calcutta,: the Ooveraor-GeneriLl had a; house -hiped 
for him pear the Banlfflhall, at SdO rupees, a 
month irent, and alioinred him 300 rupees amottth 
for his expenses ; that 'he was . admitied to an 
audience shortly after his arrival, and very kindly 
received; that on his way to the government 
house, his followers carrying their arms, they 
stopt near the gate and' .debated amongst them* 
selves, whether they should not leave their arms 
behind, aooordii^ to theBumhan custom; that, 
while they were hesitating, ah officer ciune out 
and desired/them, mudi to their i^u];pri^, to pfo* 
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ceed as they were ; that, having expressed a 
desire to see the fort, the Governor-General was 
pleased to send him a palankin and person to coo- 
•duct him, who shewed him the fort, the arsenal, and 
troops exercising, with all which he was highly 
astonished and delighted. The number of shqps, 
the buildings, the European shops, the roads, 
horses, and carriages, all excited his admiration. 
Hie ladies, he declared, were angels, surpassing all 
that he had seen before ; and Calcutta altogelAier 
deserving the name of one of the four paradiaea. 
He said, that the secretary informed him, diat a 
doctor was appointed, and ready to set out to 
j^in me ; and that my letters would be forwarded 
by him. He further informed me, that while he 
was at Calcutta, a letter arrived from the nabob 
of Oude to the Governor-General, stating, that 
he had received a letter from Zemaun Shaw, in- 
forming him that he had taken Lahore, and was 
advancing to the eastward to re-establish the 
Mahomedan government in India, requesting .to 
know whether he would join him. The Go- 
vernor-General had, in consequence, sent a body 
of 15,000 men to reinforce our army at the fron- 
tier. That further intelligence arriving from Ibe 
same quarter, the « Governor-General himself had 
set off for Lucknow with a further reinforcement ; 
he further^ said, that the Governor-General had 
informed him, that Captain Symes was gone to 
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Europe ; he oonfifoied the repoft of the French 
privateers having captured several veiisels in the 
Baiasore Roadfi, and concluded with say faig, that 
he had fiuthfully reported to his majegty* all that 
he had seen and heard, i as Six as he coiddhdpe 
far belief; but that many things wen so iacie- 
difaile, that he dared' not relate them. I enter- 
tained him wi& tea, ^c.^ and he promised tx> 
call on me before be set off fer Arrakan. He 
crossed overland from Arrakan to Chainbainmew 
on the Erawuddie, in seven days, being the 
nearest road, but rugged, passable by elephants 
and horses, but not by carts ; and was eight days 
oouing from thence to Amarapoorah. In the 
proper season, he thinks, the journey from 
Amarapoorah to Calcutta may be made in forty- 
five days. 

. May 1. In the afternoon, Mr. Mohoourtuse 
called on me, and informed me that he had re- 
ported what I had directed to the puckam whoon- 
ghee; who excosed himself for the neglect to- 
vrards me, by saying, that neither his majesty 
or the mhee whoonghee, had given any directions 
respecting my reception; and that it was well 
known th<ey could not wait on me without his 
majesty's orders, however much they might be 
indined, as in truth they were, to pay me every 
attention ; that, whatever might be my determina- 
tion, it was their duty to coolly with Hie orders 
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d^Dte..tom«, 89 wa^t' morning two f memhen oi 
the Ipot^'^to 'tiowAuniGbto his m^eaAj^B wishes. 
Tbb eoga^ tr boon : exckised fahnaelC hjr dajpiia^I 
the fc|U9iMs» TMted' ehiefly #i1ii. the paskBani 
wbaati|^ee.; ^a^ if Uis indinaiioiis.hatdrbe^i oon-f 
suited, ^veijr Ibimg 'would ttav» been 'Settled to 
my flidfifactiop loiig si^ee ; jsad tdesired I inight 
betassiured tbfLtv Innfew ditys; I'ahoulid: hrnre an 
au<Menee .^ith^he Singn .Tekaing. 

Mc^2. AJ^ttt8eTeiiA.M.^ the chief flheredolghee 
of tjbe lO0to» add a shetedoghee of . the palaoe# 
attehded by the Jemutdar, or. caikctar of Anakas^ 
the mayha6ii'0f Arnikan'ii oieaseng^ .lately ary 
rived from Calciittai with seVeiial subordiiiate 
officdmof the looto, and a large rabble of infiBiio^ 
attendants, came to my house : it being my usual 
breakfinst hour, Hie break&st-taUbe was .laid out, 
but I postpotied bi^eakfiidtihg until they fafad 
finished ;their visit, as I was determined to skew 
them only a distant civility ; aocoxdingly; I had 
chairs placed for the twosheredoghees on theliiwer 
end of the sytrH^e-, hi a distance from the iable^ 
fronting my usual seat at the head of the table} 
the Arrakan collector and messenger were 
seated on the sytringe, to the right, the a^er 
subordinate officers to their ieft, and the mbble 
in their rear. The shecedoghees, .^-c,^ were dresed 
in the common garb of the country without any 



mark of distinctioa. They began with iMkii^ 
inquiries on Jthe part of the whbnghee as to my 
health, #*£., which eompliment I returned by 
similar inquiries: they then entered on a lon^ 
spokogfy on the part of tiie wfaoonghee and woon-* 
docks, for not having been to see me : to which t 
sdightly i^lied, that they were best acquainted 
with their own eustdms; but, in my particular, 
they i^peaied very extraordinary. A paper was 
then produced, whieh I supposed contained his 
nugesty's ordecs to the looto, and an attendant 
writer was about to read from it, when I desired 
he might be stopped, and ordered Mr.-Moncourtuse 
to ask them, whether they came to settle the pre* 
liminaries of my interview with the prince and tibe 
ministers of the regency. They replied in the 
negative, adding, that they came merely to de- 
liver a message from the looto, in conformity to 
his majesty's orders. I then desired they might 
be told it was impossible for me to enter on any 
public, business under my present circumstances ; 
I was either somebody or nobody ; if somebody, 
or in other words^ the Representative of the 
Bengal Government, I desired to know, if I had 
been treated in any respect as such ; on the con- 
trary, I had been suffered to laild from my boats, 
and to {m>eure a house for myself and suite, in 
which I had now been thirty-seven days, without 
any publio notice having been taken of me either 
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by the prince or any of the members of the looto ; 
it should, therefore, appear by their behaviour, 
that they considered me as nobody ;. and,, if so, 
it was an absurdity to talk to me on public busi- 
ness. They then endeavoured to explain away 
tiie dffence given me, saying, they acted in com- 
pliance with his majesty's orders. I seized the 
opportunity of his. majesty's name being men- 
tioned, to request they would not mention his 
name, as my deference and respect for it was so 
great, that it would give me the most lively con- 
cern, to think that his wishes should be impeded 
for a moment. I considered myself as now speak- 
ing to the regency ; that if any delay occurred, 
it was owing to them; it was in their power to 
remove the obstacles and expedite his majesty's 
wishes. They replied, that they could not act 
without his majesty's orders ; I rejoined, apply 
for them. An irregular conversation then took 
place between the head sheredoghee and Mr. 
Moncourtuse. I learned from the latter, that 
they doubted my answer, and wished to re-argue 
the matter: In consequence, I desired him to 
tell them my first answer was definitive ; I neither 
could nor would listen to any public business 
until I had been received with the attention due 
to my public rank and situation ; and that, when 
they knew me better, they would see the in- 
utility of re-arguing with me on a public decision ; 
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I did not determine lightly, and therefore never 
wavecedin my resolutions. Finding I was not to 
be moved by (heir eloquence, they submitted and 
wrote down my answer. When they had done» 
willing to soften matters, I told them as they 
had apologized for the inconveniences I had suf- 
fered firom their customs, I must now apologize 
to fliem for the disappointment they had suffered 
bom mine ; that with us no minister could assume 
or exercise the public functions of station, until his 
authority had been unequivocally aclsinowledged. 
After a short pause, they desired leave to retire ; I 
rose from my chair and said, I was extremely sorry 
they should have been deputed on so fruitless 
a missiop, and expressed my hopes that our next 
•meeting might be more to our mutual satisfiu^tion : 
they then withdrew. It may not be improper 
to note, that I permitted them to enter the room 
and be seated, sometime before I came to them ; 
I received them dressed in my regimentals, as I 
have always been when visited by men of rank 
or public officers ; I delivered what I had to say 
in a serious but mild tone of voice, and did not 
deign to allude to the reception at Calcutta of 
the Arrakan messenger, who sat on the ground list- 
,ening in silent astonishment ; perhaps, comparing 
in his own imnd the opposite conduct of the two go- 
vernments. • Mr. Moncourtuse attended them back 
to .the looto, : and informed me when he returned, 
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that my determination/ #-c., had iindeigone a fall 
discussion; &at the mtemben of the oouit ae^ 
quitted me of all blame^ Mying, I had only dbne 
my duty ; and, although &ey had no hope of im- 
ducing nle to alter my rewhition, it was their 
duty to make another essay, and should send for 
that purpose a deputation of persons of higher 
rank next morning. If I may beliere^ Mr. M oo- 
courtuse, the deputation wds very farourafoletn 
their report of my conduct to theni» and the Ar^ 
rakan messenger launched forth in ^)ffuses of the 
Bengal goTemment ; stating, without' reserve, in 
the public court, the -prompt and kind attenttoni 
that had been shewed to him. Whil^at Mhet^ 
ghoon, a half-cast native, dressed like a gentieman^ 
servant, came to my bungalow, and told lAe a«elatt- 
choly tale of his being a servant of a Cilptftin Blocks 
well, who was lying very ill at a place called Rdofi- 
tolove, and requested I would have the goodness tn 
send him some wiiie and spirits. I then suspected 
his story, but, unwillihg that my wagit of &illi 
should be the means of withholding so trifling an 
aid from an unfortunate Englishman, I gasre Aim 
the spirits and wine. This evening,' ^^eein^ the 
same man passing my house very gaily 4ie8s6d, I 
immediately . concluded he had imposed on me, 
and had him called, to question him; his answeis 
confirmed my suspicions, Ieis every other word was 
a lie, and he also behaved very impertiBenify. ' I 



IN THS BURMHAN EMPIRE. 



dli 



9bnt B^r iBterpreter aad the mewgerry to com- 
plain of him' to lli^ ei^'s whoon» that he' might 
be' punidied ; on his wkf to the enga's whoon, 
my mterp#eter ms abteed and threatened by 
Mveral laBcais, abettora of the maa^. The enga's 
wIiodn< ireeeived him very afihbly, and pramifled 
tha£ 1 8hoidd lunre ample satiafiu^tioii. 

May 3: Awave of th^ advantage that might be 
made- of the impehinenee of these people, I sent 
Mr. Bumett in the morning with my interpreteff 
to the engag's whoon» to represent it in the most 
seribus Hghf ; aad to infohn him, that I centered 
it ds iBowiikg' from the niiglect I had experienced 
firtMn the government of Amarapoondt. He re- 
eeived Mr. Burnett very politely, expressed! great 
MTTMr for what had happened, and assured him) 
Hkt party should be severely punished. * He said 
he had already sent out persons td apprehend thd 
man, and deatred Mr. B. to wait till he wieui 
hibught, that h^ might see Uim punished; After 
Mr. Burnett had waited on houir aod a half, word 
mriks braaght, that the maA had absconded. 
Whale Mr; Burnett was witting, mangdes were 
presented to him, amd he was shewii a book of 
Vertue's Plated to Rapin's' History of En^ffamd; 
eohtatining portraits of 'the' kini^ and ' queens of 
Bn^and, with ' notes written, in tfae:Burmfaan 
liingoagey containing a birief sketch of their re-« 
qpedtive diaracters, ^c. The whoon <;puestionai 
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Mr. B. on the subject, compared his answers with 
the notes, and was much plepsed to find they tallied. 
It appeared to Mr. B. that the notes were of his 
ownwriting; he seiit the book by him to me, 
and said he would shew me several other books 
that he had when we met. The woondock did 
not come as was promised, but s^it an ^ apolo^ 
in the evening by Mr. Moncourtuse, .with posi- 
tive assurances, that. he would come ;nezt morn- 
ing. Mangoes began to be brought in great 
plenty for sale, some of them very. good. 

May 4. About nine o'clock, Mr. Moncourbise 
call^^ and informed me that the woondock put.off 
his intended visit till evening, but as he could 
not tell me the precise, time when I was to .lie 
hojioured with his company, I sent the.mewjerry 
to request .he would be so kind as' to specify the 
hour, diat I might be prepared to receive him 
with the attention due to his station. The mew- 
jerry soon returned for Mr. Moncourtuse, the 
woondock being desirous of sending an answer 
by him. When Mr. Moncourtuse . returned, he 
informed me, that the woondock having learnt 
from him, that his visit would not produce any 
alterations in my resolutions, it had therefore been 
determined that he should be despatched to his 
majesty to obtain further instructions, and orders 
for my being received according to^ my rank. 
In order to prevent any misrepresentations of my 
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conduct, I determined to despatch Mr. Burnett 
and Mr. Rowland, my interpreter, with a me- 
morial to his majesty, and immediately wrote a 
letter to the chief whoonghee, to request he 
would order a boat to be provided to carry them 
for that purpose. About half-past four p.m; my 
inteipreter returned with two of the whoonghee's 
writei^ ; they informed me, that they were sent to 
the golden looto to acknowledge the receipt of 
my letter, and to read to me the letter, intended 
to be sent by the looto to his majesty. The letter 
contained a detailed account of their proceed- 
ings in consequence of his majesty's order, my 
objections to communicate with them on public 
bcisiness, and to request his majesty's further 
instructions for their guidance, and their conduct 
towards me, ^c. 4rc. They added, that the 
wboongh^ requested to know, whether my 
letter was not to the same effect, or whether 
one boat would not answer for both messengers. 
I informed them, that the gentleman I meaiit to 
send, must have a boat for himself, and that the 
nature of his despatch, extended to other objects 
besides the late discussion. They pressed me 
much to let them know what the business was ; 
I did not think it proper to gratify them further, 
than by iirfiimiiihg them generally, that the busi- 
ness related to my public situation. As a trait 
of the Burmhan manner of transacting business. 



it jnajr not be Jra{)iro|«er .to;i9t»tp, thKt while, thof 
wene urging, me to iskfcffm .tji^tn of U^e opatteul^ 
of the m^moytial I miM^t fo dend his majfostyt 
a commoii cooly, who wad peeping through die 
hars of the window^ called out, Ah« 1^ us ifc^ow 
what business you have with hi9 iiiaje^ty;.-<**AU 
business amon^t theae people, even of 1h^ ipost 
important nature, is transacted in {mblic, wfi 
the rabble, in this manner^ ^kfteu give^.th^ir opi- 
nion on the subject of debate.- »Whilst this.coa- 
Tersaiion was passing,^ Mr. MonOouituae ewoe 
in, and as he was going to the whoonghee. I 
desired he would inlbha his e9:celleucy^ that, 
as diey had determined to make a reference, to 
his majesty, I thought it necessary to depute a 
person on my part, and desired he would bring 
me^ an answer, whether they coul4 pfoyide. me 
with the boat I wanted* The waters and Mr. M« 
tiien retired. About seven p.m.^ Mr. Monoourtose 
returned, and told me he had not been able ^ 
see die whoonghee, but that the woondock had 
told him, that a boat would be provided agree* 
ably to my wishes. 

'In' the morning I sent the mewjerry to the 
looto for the necessary ordecs respecting the 
boat. 'When he returned, he informed me, that 
do orders had been given ; but that, on his appli-* 
eatidn, Khe whoonghee had despatched the ae* 
cessary ordeis^ and that one of the .woondodcs 



hAd'offimd dm^ boat for the puipose. I iMmt in 
tke cDurae of Aeday, tliAt ao agtnt frevi sraie 
Hmdoo njdh had arrired from Bengal With lettetfs 
Hud. pieseats for Us iiia|e9ty; w4 thiri; he was 
flooretad in the hduae of the malabar shabuader 
af JRaagoon; it was .the same man whp ww last 
jpaar m Bengal, and who was obliged to l^ve it 
in a aecvet and diagiaceful manner. I aaat well 
infooMd, this ah^bander was employed whilst at 
Oalcaritta in intniguing with persons disaffiaeted to 
OBE goYBmment ; in particular^ I know he brought 
letlinB Iron same paetender, to. the Assam IhrMie ; 
and hava f(nat teason to belieTe thai he was the 
arigpoBAl instigator of the ViaaUey expiedition : I 
bme findher neaaon to think he formed Con- 
nexions anth some secnet agente of the iiabofb of 
Dade, and have a distant i&ljination of a pro- 
jected plan of invasioa of our eastern fiontiefs, 
by aBamdiaii anny, in the event of a rupture 
with the nabob of Oude. Thi9 man is so eon* 
seion of his nefarioas prbctices, thi^^ ander 
tariouB {Mretmaes, he has not been to see me 
these two montfaa, and to these practices I at^ 
tribiite the auhigiioiis oanduet of the Buimhan 
eoastt towaads me ; >aad, althaugh I have been 
silent, I have not been uamindfttl of their 'mo- 
tions, and have used every aadeavour in my 
power to trace :the causes to their source* and to 
ebuMiteiact the etfect. 
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I hav€ also learnt, Hiat two fiigiliYe Ebgliah- 
men, Messrs. Blackwell and Darby, have lelieTed 
the French commander of the Perseverance, cap- 
tured last year at Coringa, and supplied him wkb 
a vessel to leave Basseen with his crew, and faafe 
taken a mortgage on the Perseverance as their 
security ; the terms of die mortgage being, that, 
if the Frenchman does not repay them ^ the 
amount, principal and interest, of their loan in 
sirmonths, the Perseverance is to be forfeited to 
them. There is a mahomedan now at Ama- 
rapoorah, who is one of the witnesses to the deed, 
and the shabunder of Basseen is the other. This 
mortgage is, in effect, a sale, and merely meant as 
a cloak to disguise their in&mous proceedings; 
but I trust it will not screen them from die pu- 
nishment due to their ofience, as I wn determined 
to represent it in the most serious Uf^t to the 
Burmhan government, and have theidr conduet 
fully investigated. 

May 6. I sent the mewjerry in the morning 
to expedite the preparations of the boat. He re- 
turned about noon, and informed me, that the 
woondock's boat could not be laundied, and they 
were, therefore, obliged to [Mrovide another, whidi 
would be ready in the evening. About five p.m., 
one of the writers of the looto came to infonn 
me, that the boat was ready, and I sent Mr. 
Burnett to look at it ; he finding it very small. 
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and insuffident, I determined to send }iiin in die 
morning to the whoonghee to represent the neg- 
lect, and to request a proper one might be sup- 
plied without further delay. I learnt this day, 
tfmt tlie secret agent from Bengal pretends to be 
a Bndimin, and is the servant of a Lucknow lajah. 
Hie diabnnder cautioned the person whom I had. 
employed to make the inquiry, not to let me 
know there was such a person arrived. I under- 
stand they are to set out in a day or two for 
court, but I hope to be beforehand with him. 

Mojf 7. About eight a.m., sent Mr. Burnett 
and my interpreter to the Packaam whoonghee, 
who received him very politely, and with great 
afiibility. Mr. B. was not required to take off his 
shoes, till entering the audience room : he had a 
carpet given him to sit on ; and the whoonghee 
came out about a quarter of an hour afterwards : 
he was seated in a chair with his state equipage 
near him, as usual ; he is said to be upwards of 
seventy years of age, but still a hale, well- 
looking man, bietraying no nmrks of decrepitude 
or age, except the loss of his teeth, which must 
be imputed to the excessive use of chunam with 
their betel ; he inquired very kindly after my 
health, and whether I had recovered of the in- 
disposition I laboured under at Mheeghoon, (it 
should be noted, they make a plea of my in- 
disposttion as an excuse to the multitude for my 
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*illHiwiig yet<.beeti'to;8eeiSie Biiga Tekasng); 
hr«poke jdpvane jn verf kJAdrtoraw, oaUtngjM 
lufii balOTed nom, and ^s^oewiis regret J»*.llie 
4eift3r»>wfaiidiMd.ocraited to {Mrorenl>«y saeing 
iMtii; he sttd .that the boaitjebwld be fiiniished 
4gBeMhly to jxxy^meikWf Mtd dkeeled tihe^dMlT' 
Jwry 1 tf^imae !;# the looto .nt itself e i^'id^M^ ifo 
ieeevre a frenb^ ojA». In |heoemM»i«g, . Mr. Bdp- 
ne^ went 4mpso tOtthe^wafieiHiide.wd cbfiiwe 
914 «.hpat;» whl$hjithey..pn>iiuiied shwl^ h^ nw^ 
by tcjp o'oJioefc MiiLt d#ff . I 
t Mjpya' in j;h6 fori^ppoAil^recfiiFed a yiiBitTlrpm 
^e. Eqga T^kwug^ 8Mtei«t;.4i fim^ ^e4«tew 

ig^U-loohUig .pd^n; he seeined ito bt^e.fOMne 
Vieri^y to lQok->9t »e, and 4ej9t qm apfwrei^y 
Witl^Hit haying 4e«^y(t4 Jtfiy i^^ and left 

«i J^tle' viA>maOf^ de«l of ^x^^n ; .lor tp4es 
a<o«ng*fhe«ef people ^nip% ws jniush. timer and 

dAyj^wtioiii;#s nnit^is qif mpweot I gvAv the 

tK^ ji«^|)ared, .aqd.Mn Bvrqett, irc^ embiuefced 
fa|y .three :f^m.^ Iba^e given him ampLe tn^bw^ 
tit>D9 in itrfitiog : Ihe memorialiB lor hb naajettty* 
Md a letter to 4ie lahee wfaoodigbee ; alao,.f»^ 
Mots ibr his iEui^ty» ^Sfc., for, wiA a fittrmhao 
you lyre ney^r welcome withpttt a present ; be: it 
mretBO trifliiig the etiquette i^rfiilfiUed. 

lo the erening the Eiiga Xekaing's people 
enm^, and look awa^r the lattioe frames fiMi 
l^efore my door. I was infeimed, that ; they <wwe 



fwited 40 tmclbtte some gfoond oroMrt, M wr iii y 
a.oereDBiQiiy . ishidk MimmHy is^ pmodMd bh.viMli* 
ipg 4lie J^ga Tdttdag'A liead; andi^hat 4bey 
wraU be reterbed wli^m tlie teiea^ 
I mgatiott 4be ci<*Miltt>mice.a» *4nijittOf theoo* 
tmoeoiimmmdkmtei neEmneis which attakb'^aU 
theaoiMte of tWfir people. • Thefenix^'WM^teeiiied 
neoesanry io doeiep the multitude off ^m mjr 
houae, and oonaideved as a conipliawmt paid me ; 
the 'Whole yabie of ihem is not .twetttj rupees, 
yet to save . these 'twen^ irupees, the conipli" 
ment to \fae is done airay, and I am again Uft 
exposed to the obtrusion of ihe niuhittLdei The 
sane qaiit^fevadbsewry^ng. Ifitheking, #ir., 
niskte you a pf^sent, vyou must pay or give 
fat piiesents double Hihe vahie of K to Hkoee ^Mio 
bring lit If boats ate provided, you itaust fee 
die undefs^R^ppers to expedite the deq[Mrteh» 
pay ftur the materials neceflsa^y for ikttfaig 4vett 
np» and jreward the crev. It Is no «3Ecu8e iasay 
the superioia are not pri^y to. ibis comdoti, sup- 
pose the deSenoe .true, which it is not; as dMy 
give iio wjiges, they jmbo at least taeidy conse nt in g , 
Itt 4heir senants hare no iuAeraonree CjfiemUi* 
nesatian. 

M^9. The geneinl eoune cof the vmather is as 
fi^ws^BOOoiding to.our B eckoning ^y. the civil day, 
which eonunences at uii<bigfat. After sun-set, or 
about eight p.m., a bneeae epilogs up fiown the 
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south-eastward, increases to a fresh breesse during 
the night, lulls in the morning about four o'clock. 
After sun-rise, or about seven a.m., springs up 
again firom the same quarter, freshens to asinart 
breeze during the. day, giadually dying a\vay to 
a calm about sunset. This course occunred dur- 
ing these twenty-four hours. The weather was 
sultry, cloudy to the s.e., with lightning at sun- 
set. Thermometer six a.m. 85°; barometer 
29.38, twelve n. ; thermometer 93P; barometer 
29.44, six p.M , ; thermometer 9^"" ; barometer 
29.35. In the morning a procesuon passed by 
from the fort to the river, counting of several 
sets of country musicmns and dancers, two filies, 
said to be 500 each of common people, with little 
eartfaen-piots and sprigs of trees in them, dosed 
by the. officers of the prince's household, in their 
pourt-dresses and on horseback. They went down 
to the river, filled their pots with water, and re- 
turned in ' the same order. This ceremonial . of 
washing the prince's head occuis twice a year, 
when all the great men pay their court, and pri- 
soners for trivial oflfences are liberated. In the 
evening the Enga Tekaing's hoiise-steward came, 
to ask me for a bottle of brandy for his master ; 
as I was doubtful of his authority, and the use of 
1^1 intoxieatii^ liquors or drugs being strictly pro- 
hibited,! dedined giving it, until I had consulted 
the Enga Tekaing's whoon. 
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May 10. This being the day of full-moon, se- 
Teral processions paraded the streets with votive 
•oflferings to the Bunnhan deities ; and I had a long 
visit f torn two distant relations of the rdyal family. 
In the morning I sent to ask the enga's whoon 
about the brandy business, and, with his advice, 
sent a bottle immediately. It is intended, I am 
told, to make a lotion, the virtues of which are 
such, that whoever washes with it .becomes invul- 
nerable.- This magical liquor is dtapensed by the 
^ga Tekaing to his particular fiivourites. 

May 1 1 . In the morning I was surprised with 
the appearance of Mr. Moncourtuse: He informed 
^me that he had been sent back with the- mhee 
whoonghee*s answer to the loo to ; . that he had 
:infbrmed the mhee whoonghee, that a messenger 
fiomiaae with letters for his majesty, was on his 
way up the river, and that he should be waited 
to translate them. . The mhee whoonghee re- 
adied, he might return, but that it was necessary 
iie should immediately, go back to Amarapoorah 
to deliver his answer, to the message he had 
brought from thence. The answer was, that 
proper officers should.be deputed from the looto 
to announce to me his majesty's orders, which 
were, that I was to be publicly acknowle<]^ed as 
resident at Rangoon, on the part of the Honourable 
fiast India Company's Government, and tiiat- 1 
should every where be received as such, and 
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BtteA to tUbr6l with wltateiri^i suite or equi|tage 
Ipleaarid: Prom me Mv. M. went to the pamam 
iHi(k>iighee tor deiirer the message. He pretefldfl 
be Mid ^ DM ^eb Mr Bttmett onf the wagr ; this 
coiMlnct'of Us appeais io me premeditated, Whd- 
Aer\9o or not, i am belptesarMidhiairenaKisottaee'; 
bat patiehcev^-^time will unwrelfihe mystery, if 
'diere ib any. 
. Mty 19l Mf. Menoonrtbee caKed on 'me about 
iidbtt,andinlbMkechne that thrwfaoonghee,^; had 
determined to d^oile: a woomUck, and the .abeif- 
r^Hloghees of tbelobto tome; with his: m^j^sty's 
evdBrg, as the next naming. . I had »- loqgr yiA 
-Mbbu a firtst eoasiii ef the En^ Tekaing's, and the 
aoil of a northenv - tributary diobwah or rajah of 
idpr iAhbbi,' bordering on. China... Ab<ki*.nik>h 
Afr. ' Monoourtttoe; calleii, ^aad. mformed aae .thslt 
aoiim Informality in diatwfaig up the order, had 
paeTented'^Ae woondock, l^c, .watting eb wm, aa 
tbbMtayv but that.to-morrow every tbinqgf woald 
be ready; andtthen^ theyJw^M eevtaihly eome. 
Mi du^e titfeai^confiddeff aa^ fictions merely meanit 
^akmiisermav eoid gam time, ierwhot purpoi^iadi 
^dit.to l0anir.;'1id«is«^ei^, totoiogiaattergto a erisn, 
aoMl arriws'^ab siuiieidtegree' of certain^ atnigbt 
fi. ^R|i^ Mv; Mv aiir ordef t» wait on' thd pasam 
wboonghde, ^ utid obtain a: positifTe' aiueir^ wbs- 
^et: Ih^y: teaUy /iatenfed t6 aeafi> ahy dbpbtttkiii 
40»fi6^«r jMt; and to desire that He woidd fUflmtti 
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kbii wida m boat to cetarn to hk majestf, to tnu» 
lat6 the papen I had forwarded bf Mr. Biuttett. 
Hie two yoimg gentl^meii who vmtitd me yo9» 
teniay, ;called i^in this day about one o'etMfr, 
and brought some horses to shew me; which Hbef 
fode themselves up atid down the street befeve 
Of door. The chobwah's sod' made me a pnHieM; 
of one; they afterwards staid and diifedwith hie, 
and went' away late, seemmgly well pleased wMi 
their entertainmeat; 

Afiagr 14; Mr. Moneourtmie c$Hed' upoaf'^nie 
aboat nine A.!ii., and informed me*/ that be' had 
been with the paeaam whoonghisei^reeafcty to my 
orders ^^ that be^had informed him^liMe the pap^m 
Were ready, but that lt» was neeessary they sboa|d 
bb presented to the Ehi^ Tekaing ftip his appi» 
ttati^n, and directed him to call again about fow 
o^clottk, i$hfA* he shoald ham a final answer,- and 
an: oilier fev 'a boat. As tbis' answer was by oa 
means saimfa(^ry, and indicated a further debrf in 
his despatdr fit>m Hienoe, I 'ordered him to retava 
agiUn to the whoonghee; and poiafi »out the tiecs» 
shy of his being fbviiished ^di a boat .without 
Mfther diiay ; H^ < retvmed ' agiunr about twel w 
o'clock with much the^same^answer. In «h« af- 
teimooH thechobwah's son, and4he enga's cousin, 
eaUed* on me ; the- young rajah ^ bronght me 'i^ piQ- 
sent of an allegorical' pointing, the subjeot ^ 
whidi^ was the amorous adrentures of' a 'fiKarii 
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prince; but he. did not seem to be a OMipleie 
jDiaster of the . 9tory. He afterwards played at 
chess with me after the Bunnhan mode, biit lost 
eyery game; he bore his ill ludc with a good 
gnice» but when I attempted to teach him our 
game of chess, he was soon discouraged by his 
ill success and gave it up, as a business he was 
not capaUe of OMnprehending. The Bprmhan 
mode is much less intricate, but they do not seem 
to be a people capable of giving much serious 
attention to any. thing; novelty even channs but 
for the moment. They were very inquisitive to 
know why I had not been to see the Enga Te- 
kaing, affecting ignorance of the cause. Tlie fre- 
quency of their visits and conduct, gave me great 
reason to suppose that their chief business was to 
sound me as to my intentions and sentiments ; I, 
therefore, availed mjraelf of the oj^rtunity of 
conveying my sentiments to the prince,;, through 
them, without reserve. They assured me that the 
courtiers were of ojMuion,. that the prince might 
concede .the contestad point to me, and that they 
would make a party to represent the matter to 
him ; or, in their language, to petition him.on the 
subject. The truth of the story is, I fancy^ that 
the wind is beginning to veer round, and the 
prince only wants a decent pretence for altering 
his foimer resolution, .as he finds I am not lik^y 
to alter mine. . They desired to see the fowling- 
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piece I intended to present to the prince, and left 
me with assurances of their reporting immediately 
to him all that I had said. In the evening Mr. M. 
called, and said he was going to the whoonghee 
according to his appointment. When he went 
away, suspecting the truth of his reports, I sent 
the mewjerry to the whoonghee's and the looto, 
to hear what might pass. The man returned with 
a confirmation of what I had heard before, that 
all Mr. M. had told me this day was a &brication 
of his own, and that he had neither been with 
the whoonghee in the morning nor this evening. 
About half an hour after the mewjerry had re- 
turned, Mr. M. came to me as if from the fort, and 
told me another string of lies with the utmost in- 
trepidity of countenance. I did not discover my 
doubts of his veracity, as I have no means at pre- 
sent of bringing the matter to a test 

Majf 15. In the morning early, I sent my 
moonshee with some pictures, ^c, to the enga's 
whoon, and a written message, to inquire into 
Mr. Moncourtuse's conduct ; and found that the 
reports were in part true and part fidse. In the 
forenoon the pacaam whoonghee sent for the 
mewjerry who attends me^ to inform me, that some 
of the ofiicers of the looto would wait on me to- 
morrow morning, with a message respecting my 
business, 6fc. ; and that he had given orders for a 
boat fcNT Mr. M. 
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Mi^ 16. I neither heard from or saw Mr. Motit 
courtiise this day, nor did the deputfi^on from ibe 
looto come tp me. Ip the afternoon I Mti^ vidit^ 
by the chobwa's son, and the enga*s ooium. Thejr 
brought me a specimen of native fossil, alkali, ga* 
thered in the adjacent inouptains, which I ana* 
lyzed according to the uso^l Hiode. Tliey have 
sent out people to collect fossils for me, the loadr 
stone in particular, of which I have found many 
fragments among the stones lately, brought me* 
They dined with me> and enjoyed their iare with 
great gl^e. 

May 17. Early in the morning I received a letter 

from Mr. Burnett, dated the 14th instant, at Eeoun- 

meoun, informing me of his being very kindly 

received and treated, by the mhee whoonghee, and 

of l^is having had the honour to present in person 

my presents to his majesty ; but that he was at a 

stand as to other business, on account of the 

absence of Mr. Moncourtuse. That vagabond has 

at last pretended sickness, in order to avoid going 

back to translate the memorials ; and having traced 

oul aeveial fidsehoods, which he has been telling 

tathepreji»iice of my business, I have determined 

to preserve no terms with him. I therefore availed 

myself of the messenger's return, to write to Mr. 

Burnett, aqd to desire that he would acquaint the 

mhee whoonghee with the whole of Moncourtuse's 

villanous conduct and prevarication; and to re- 
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qutet that he will cotripel him to do hte duty. 
TUa letter I sent off about four p. m. I begin 
Qow to mispect that Montourtuse has receired 
private instruction from the Yanghong goremment 
to impede, and, if possible, to obstruct, entirely 
my business ; I have, therefore, takeA necessary 
measures to prevent his being further attended to 
by the members of government, and to have him 
punished. Since kind treatment avails me no- 
thing, I shall pursue an opposite course, which 
perhaps is better calculated for this meridian. 

May 19. About two p. m., Mr. Burnett returned : 
he brought me a complimentary letter from the 
mhee whoonghee, and informed me that his ex- 
cellency had requested him to return, as it would 
be impossible to transact any business at his ma- 
jesty's, then place of residence ; but gave him the 
most positive assumnces that every thing should 
be settled to my satisfiwction, as soon as his ma- 
jesty returned to Amarapoorah, which would be 
innnediately that there was water enough over the^ 
flats in the river for his boats ; at present there 
was barely sufficient for a small boat. Mr. Burnett 
describes the country above Mheghoon as veiry 
ragged and barren : the distance of Keounmeoun' 
from Amarapoorah he estimates at about forty^ix 
miles, the course of the river nearly north and 
south, if any thing, a smAll inclination to the east* 
ward of north. Monchabon is about eight miles 
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inland to the westward of Keounmeoun. He de^ 
scribes his majesty's accommodations as very 
wretched. What is called his palace, is a mere 
hut of bamboos thatched with straw, inferior to 
the shed I lived in while at Mheghoon, which af- 
forded shelter neither against sun or rain. These 
huts, or as they are styled, by the Burmhans, tra- 
Telling-palaces, are constructed at the end of 
every stage that his majesty makes ; they are not 
begun until his boat puts to the shore, when they 
are finished in a few hours : he'counted seven be- 
tween Amarapoorah and Keounmeoun, and was 
informed there were five more higher up the river, 
so that he computes his majesty's excursion to have 
been 78 miles in extent. The king's grandson, and 
presumptive heir to the throne, had a hut of the 
same construction as that of his majesty, built near 
his grandfather's, to denote the equality of his 
rank, or rather the rank to which the dotage of his 
grandfather has raised him. He is about eleven 
or twelve years of age, has an extensive territory 
at his sole disposal, and a court composed of boys 
chosen from his playmates, who are denominated 
whoonghees, woondocks, Sfc; the other princes 
of the blood are dispersed at short distances, above 
and below his majesty, and the army, if it may be 
go denominated, is scattered round them. If they 
amount, to 10,000 men altogether, it is the out- 
side, and Mr. Burnett infomis me, they are thet 
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same kind of wretched ill-armed rabble that I saw 
at Mheghoon* The service they have been em- 
ployed in, was cutting down bamboos and fire-* 
wood, and transporting it to Mheghoon. The hills 
on the west side of the river terminate about 
sixteen miles above Mheghoon, where com- 
mences a high plain, rugged and in general un- 
cultivated, or unsusceptible of cultivation. He 
saw only one considerable village on his way, 
situated on the west bank: the eastern range 
of mountains extended beyond the limits of his 
journey. The morning after his arrival he was 
admitted to an audience of his majesty, whom 
he found seated on a common mat on the floor 
of his bungalow, with pillows covered with green 
velvet to lean upon. He was dressed* in an 
open jamma of white cloth, a common silk 
lungee round his loins, his hair gathered into a 
knot on the crown of his head in the Burmhan 
style, without any handkerchief round his head. 
The courtiers and Mr. Burnett were arranged on 
the same level, but on the bare bamboos. The 
levee commenced before sun-rise, and as the 
whoonghee and Mr. Burnett had to cross the 
river, it had begun before they arrived. The 
conversation had taken a religious turn, in con« 
sequence of the examination of some of the heads 
of keouns, or priests, which had passed the day 
before. It appears they had been found very 
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igqorftut, and his majesty wad much dissatisfied 
with tham. Among the observations that were 
made by him on the subject, he said, that he 
feared too many resorted to a neligious life from 
ai loye of indolence ; that he did not pnetend i» 
be learned in these matters himself, but, as the 
head of the religion of his ^ominians, it was his 
duty tQ see that those immediately intrusted with 
if» rites were well informed ; and in eonsequenoe 
he gave orders that candidates for the superiorly 
1ji0s of keouns should in future undergo a more 
(Strict examination. His courtiers maintained ai 
I)i)mhle and profound silence, except when occa- 
sionally answering in the affirmative* It appears 
that his majesty is much dissatisfied with the 
present state of religion in his dominions, and 
meditates some great changed. He has found the 
priesthood in general miserably ignorant ; even 
his arch-priest cannot satisfy his doubts. He sajrs, 
they read oyer their canonical books, when they 
first enter on the monaatic life, as a task imposed 
on school-boys ; and although they have no other 
employment to engage their attention, they never 
afterwards investigate or inquire into the mjrstical 
meaning of their rites ; so that they are totally 
unfit to instruct the people. Hence the various 
abiises that have crept into their religion; l^ 
building of small pagodas, the use of heads, Sgc., all 
of which arp cloaks for hypocrisy, and unauthorised 
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by the tenets of their ancient faith. These he 
means to Ibrbid ; also the pmctice of the poonghees 
taking senrahts with theia to carry the proTisions 
they collect in the morning, and to restrain the 
mimber of poonghees. These set^ere strictures 
tad meditated reforms alarm his cotirtters very 
much y they dare not remom^rate, a^ ane afr6id 
to obey. Mr. Burnett informs' me that his majesty 
is a hale-looking man, rathefr corpulent, with an 
arch and penetrating eye. He frequently gjaneed 
a look at his audience, as if he would reiid their 
Kinds* Rdigien has beeft the Constant theme 
during this excursion, and has precluded all other 
bosimess. He often looked at him, but asked nd 
questions, when he was piesent. The levee 
lasted about two houis ; he then retired, and th^ 
cofurt broke up. Sometime after Mr. Burnett wasr 
seaied, the king's grandson came in and seateMi 
himself on his majesty's left hand. His majesty 
put his arm roufnd him and kissed him. The 
prince of Prone'a daughter seated herself on his 
i^ht hand. She is the intended wife of the grand- 
son, and their miptials are soon to be celebrated. 
Thsee or four of the king's dmightem also cdihe 
into the court, bowed to the ground, and then seated 
themselyes opposite bis majesty, in a line with' 
the mfaee whoonghee. Mr. Burnett was seated iW 
a line with l^e woondocks. A;fker tfie kill's 
leifee. Mi. Burnett went with die Whobilghee t& 
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pay his respects to the grandson. He did not 
take off his shoes until within the shade of the hut« 
He informs me that he is a smart looking boy, 
was seated on a cot, seemed rather embarrassed, 
and asked no questions while he was there. If 
his majesty is ill-lodged, his courtiers are still 
worse off, and the situation of the poor rabble of 
soldiers miserable indeed ; they haye nothing to 
screen them from the weather but their own cot- 
ton clothes, supported on bamboos, and shiver 
like so many half-drowned rats during every 
shower. The whoonghee' had only a miserable 
hut, about sixteen feet by twelve, surrounded by 
the walls of the tent I had given him ; the whole 
court are disgqsted with their situation and labour, 
and ardently sigh for his majesty's return ; and, 
as his beloved grandson and many of the ladies 
of his family are sickly, it is expected he will 
move immediately that there is water for his 
boats. People are constantly employed in sound- 
ing the channel, and fixing marks where there 
is the deepest water. The whoonghee invited 
Mr. B. to club dinners with him, saying, if he 
would find cook, he (the whoonghee) would find 
provisions: however, in the end, Mr. B. was 
obliged to find both, for their bazar afforded 
nothing but a little rice, fetid oil, blatehong, salt 
$sh, and a few poor.mangoes. His excellency is 
pf a convivial turn, acknowledged himself fond 



IN THX BURMHAN EMPIRE4 833 

f)f good living, And, among other thingis, he was 

k 

desirous I should procure a couple of good cooks, 
and a book of cookery. But books and cooks 
would soon be useless, for the expense of one 
good dinner would frighten them from any fur« 
ther essay. Mr. Burnett translated my letters to 
the whoonghee, in particular the one respecting 
the Malabar shabunder, and his excellency pro* 
mised that the Bengal emissary should not be 
admitted to an audience of his majesty. The 
shabunder, this emissary, and the Bunnhan who 
came round with me from Bengal, arrived the 
same day with Mr. B. The next day the whoon- 
g^ee urged Mr. B. to return, saying, it was im* 
possible to get any thing done while his majesty 
was absent from Amarapoorah. In the course of 
his conversation he gave Mr. B. to. understand, 
that he expected a gratification from me for doing 
my business; and his hopes were not discou* 
raged. He had sounded my interpreter before on 
the subject, and highly praised the liberality of 
my predecessor, insinuating at the same time that 
I had been rather deficient in that respect. In 
short, the whole of them betray a most rapacious 
mean spirit. As Mr. B. could not remain longer 
without disobliging the whoonghee, and seeing 
the impossibility of doing any good by staying 
longer, he therefore very prudently determinec^ 
to return. 
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Since the king has been up the riVer^ a sitver 
mine has been disoorered by a Chinese a little 
above Mhegho(m, which they say yields forty in 
a hundred ; but what the expense of working and 
fusing is I could not learn. A little above Mheg- 
hoon are cliffi of a very fine limestone, of which 
Mr. B. brought me specimens. Another anec- 
dote I learnt is, that a poonghee dreamt, that near 
a certain tree there was a hidden treasure ; this 
he reported to his majesty, who immediately 
ordered a number of shafts to be sunk all round 
the tree ; but, to his great shame and mortifica- 
tion, he met with nothing but mud and water, 
and has at length been obliged to desist. Mr. B. 
£(aw the shafts; the story I heard from another 
quarter. 

May 20. I had intended sending Mr. Burnett 
this morning with a message to the pacaam 
whoonghee, but hearing from him that it was his 
turn to stay at the looto all day, I defen^d send- 
ing Mr. B. till to-morrow. In the morning the 
ehobwa's son, and enga's cousin, who I now find 
fe a brother-in-law of the mayhoon, of Hunza- 
wuddy, called on me, and as they said, on 
business. I have before noted that I considered 
fte frequent visits of these young men had business 
fbr their object. Accordingly, I now found it was 
to settle the price of my obtaining an aucKence 
of the prince on my own terms, under the iptt- 



IN TUB BVRMHAN EMPIRB. 885 

tence df bribing some of the prince'^ cdurtiei9, 
wbo were inimical to me : for their own part they 
wanted nothing ; their friendship for me was per^ 
feetly disinterested* but they found that they 
90ukl not effect the business alone. I soon con^ 
Tineed them of their errot in supposing I Would 
bargain for that which I had a right to demand ; 
that so ftur fifom courting this audience^ it had 
been delayed «o long that it was become a matter 
of perfect indifference to me ; and that if I did 
not see the prince in the course of this month; 
they might depend on it I should not wait on him 
at all. At the same time I expressed my regret 
that there should have been persons so great ene* 
aiiea to the reputation and interests of their conn* 
try as to have advised the prince to treat me with 
Sfuch neglect. I desired them to assure him, not- 
withstanding, of the high respect I entertained 
I6r him, and that he would find me at all times 
devoted to his interest. I thanked them most 
eardially for tiie proof they had giyen me of tlieir 
friendship, entreated them to believe I entei^ 
tained no doubts of their sincerity, and only re- 
gretted that I could not be benefited by their 
services in the way they proposed, as I neither 
camQ to buy or beg favours. I asked them, im 
the couise of the conversation, if they knew how 
much the mayhoon of Armkan'a writer paid t€i 
th^ Govenwr-General for his audience : this sta^ 
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gered them; however, after a little hesitation^ 
they rejoined, ** but your case is different ; you 
are a resident.'* — " Well, and pray what is a resi- 
dent ?'* — " Why a resident is a governor, the same 
as the mayhoon of Hunzawuddy ; you may hang 
people, ^c, if you choose, and therefore you 
must pay for your commission." In truth, they 
seem altogether to have a very confused idea of 
the nature of my office. The king, in his mes^ 
sages, and when he speaks of me, calls me his 
resident; and among the number of wise pro^ 
posals intended to be made me by the looto, is, 
that I shall take an oath of allegiance to his ma- 
jesty, according to the Burmhan form. That is, 
I am to swallow a quantity of holy water, in 
which muskets, lances, and other warlike instru- 
ments have been immersed, in public, at the great 
pagoda, attended by the principal itiinisters, ^d, 
A man had great need of patience in dealing with 
these people, who are the most ignorant, pre- 
suming, and rapacious set of beings that I ever 
met with. 

May 21. In the morning early I sent Mr. 
Burnett, ^c, with a message to the pacaam 
whoonghee, to represent the impropriety of my 
JEUidience with the prince being so long delayed* 
He received hini very kindly in an inner apart- 
ment of his house, and without any parade. In- 
deed dignity and state seem to sit very uneasy 
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on them, for they are never so happy as when 
out of their harness. He patiently heard my 
message, and had nothing to offer in reply, but 
the old hackneyed theme of custom, from which 
they could not deviate without a positive order 
from his majesty. At three p.m, I sent Mr. B.' 
with a similar, but stronger, message to the enga'g 
whoon. I was the more pointed in my language 
to him, as the only man who has a reputation for. 
ability amongst them. Although he seemed to 
feel the force of my observation, yet he declared 
he did not dare venture to advise any relaxation 
on the part of the prince ; but my information is 
too good to permit 'me to be duped by such de- 
clarations. I, therefore, shall persevere in the 
resolution I first formed; for concessions to a 
people so insensible to the rites of hospitality, 
and devoid of all liberal sentiment, would only 
stimulate their arrogance, rather than conciliate 
their affection. In the morning I received a visit 
from the chobwa's mother-in-law and wife ; they 
came in their polkees, with a large train of attend- 
ants. They staid about an hour, gave proofs of a 
superior education, and left me apparently well 
pleased with their reception. About noon my 
two visitants, the chobwas, ^c, called on me ; the 
chobwa's son wanted to make a book of the coun- 
try black slate-paper, and was a little angry be-, 
cause I would not cut up a botanical dictionary) 



388 JOURNAL OF A BESIDl^CB 

to gire him the cover. It vms in vain, that I eiK 
deavoured to convince him of the impropriety of 
the request, nor would he accept of any book 
but the one he had pitched on, because the gilt 
ornaments on the back had struck his &ncy. 
They staid dinner with me, but the coarseness of 
their manners makes these invitations a great sa^ 
crifice; however, they are necessary evils, and 
must be submitted to. The river has risen five 
or six cubite. 

May 23. In the morning I sent my interpreted^ 
to the enga'ft whoon, to infonn him I intended 
addressing his royal highness the Enga Tekaingt 
on the subject of my audience. . He expressed 
himself satisfied with my intention, and directed 
my interpreter to bring him the letter to the looto 
the next morning, when he would take care to 
have it faithfully translated in his presence, and 
forwarded by the proper officers to the prince. 
Mr. R. met the mayhoon of Hanzawuddy's bn>« 
ther«in4aw at the whoon's. He carried him to 
his house, and expressed his^ concern, that he had 
always been from home when he had called. He 
approved much of my writing to the Enga Te- 
kaing, and promised to call at my house in the 
evening, and consult with me on the business. 
This morning I received intelligence from courts 
that the malabar shabunder, after Mr. Burnett's 
departure, had presented two diamond rings to 
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the mhee whoonghee, and a letter or petition in 
finrour of the man who had arrived firom Bengal. 
That the whoonghee had receiyed the rings, but 
fcjeoted the letter, and ordered him never to 
apply to him again on the subject^ as he would 
not permit the messenger to see his majesty. 
How trae this intelligence is I cannot say, but 
I know that the parties, from whence it came^ 
have it in their power to know the troth. Thb 
mayhoon*s brother-in-law, and the chobwa's sod 
dined with me by appointment; after dinner 
the other brother-in-law, and another of the enga's 
principal seivants calledi The subject of my 
pretensions, and the intended letter was discussed 
in great form, and the plan of operations settled ; 
but the principal business of my new viatants 
was, to have ocular demonstration of my great 
abilities as a chemist, ^c, the fieune of wfaidi had 
gone abroad, that they might report my skill to 
the prince ; relying greatly on it to tnm the bias 
m ipy favour. I desired they might be told I 
pretended to no i^ill in those matters; that 
file experiments I made were merely amuse** 
ments, and not worttiy the attention of the prince ; 
that the services I could render hifl& were off a 
more important nature, such as related to war, 
finance, and commerce t however, they were so 
urgent, that I was obliged to indulge them widir 
a few experiments with chemical solvents on mi-^ 
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iieral ores, 8fc.^ with which they were moch gra- 
tified, und left me with the. strongest assuninces 
of every support in their power When they had 
left xne they applied privately to my interpretier 
to know if I had any skill in the obstetric art, as 
one of the prince's favourite wives laboured under 
a complaint which baffled all the art of their 
practitioners* This is not the first time I have 
Had occasion to regret the absence of my surgeon 
on th^ public account* 

. May 24. In the morning early, I sent my letter 
for the prince to his whoon at the looto. He 
told my interpreter, ithat at one p.m., he should 
send for Moncourtuse to translate it ; and would 
send for him at the same time, that he might be 
present as. a check on him. It appears, however, 
that Moncourtuse has been out all day, whether 
by accident or design I don't know ; but it has 
prevented any thing being done to-day. About 
noon the chobwa's son, ^c, called ; the former 
had long expressed a wish to have an European 
suit of clothes, we therefore dressed him out to* 
day in a Tery gay styie. He recalled to my mind 
Omm, whom I recollect having seen in England. 
Indeed there is a great resemblance between 
these people and the natives of the Malayan 
Islands, as they are* generally called ; but of that 
more hereafter, as I am not yet sufficiently pre* 
pared to discuss the taricms points; of analogy* 
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My prinoe was extremely well pleased with his 
dreas, and mare so with our compliments on his 
^)peaiance. He carried it home in great glee, 
and at night sported his finery among his female 
friends ; who, no doubt, discovered new graces in 
his person, and with them new opportunities of 
paying him new compliments. 

Mojf 525. This being the day of the moon^s 
change, is a holyday widi the Burmhans ; when they 
go to pay their devotions, and make ofierings at 
the shrine of their divinities. Since the lOth of 
April I have regidarly distributed alms every 
morning to 150 poonghees, according to the 
Bunahan custom ; and at every full and change 
of the moon have hdd twenty-one poonghees to 
partake, as it is called, of a charitable feast. This 
morning, as usual, the appointed number came, 
my great hall was carpetted, and wooden trays 
armnged the whole length of the room, four for 
each poonghee ; the first contained fried fish, bal- 
lehong, turtle eggs, curries, ^c, dressed after the 
Bumihan style, made up in little plates of leaves ; 
the second pancakes, and Burmhan sweetmeats; 
the third, mangoes and other sweetmeats; the 
fourth, bunches of plantains, a green cocoa-nut, 
betel leaves and nut, tobacco, chinam, ^c. ^c. 
After the poonghees. had been seated a few mi- 
nutes, their servants and scholars brought in the 
bowls which they carry in making their daily col* 

R 
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laetidtiis. of rieef, Sft. ; ihese -^they placed befove 
^ffm; the mewjeiTjr* "whoiamjr mMtet ofiiieieeffe* 
moAiegr» thea presented to- the di^iad. {KMiiigliee» 
who, was'seiited in thetdeutfe; two cups of wat». 
Out of the, fijcst ha took^water to jmdi bis mouth 
aod dHhk. Qe then put tbe:.]pbintB of his fiogeia 
in the other, and prayed of er k in^a loir voice ;, 
the mewjerry then took awajr the tvttter, jand my 
Bunnhan attendants put; tte oontents.of the fiist 
low of trays inio their bowls^' which signified their 
acceptance of the feast« Their.sei^vaiautB %9A scho- 
lars then took away the bowH and the remainder 
of the trays to the outer Verandiih, ta put the con- 
tents in baskets,, ajod cany then^ «way.; the tnew- 
jerry, ^'c.» then presented to the- chief poonghe^ 
thre^ trays, one with a pyramid of boiled rice on 
it, the other with fruit, and. the third with betel> 
^c. ; these he tbuched with the . ppiutsiof his fin- 
gers, and appeared to bless: then^; ia torn they 
wena, presented to each of the poonghees, who 
perforated the same cecemony; tboy wei^e tfaea 
put apart as consecrated^ to b^ e^^ppsed Aeara 
temi^e, on an open altar^ for the benefit of the 
erows and pian dogs ; (this is one of, the usages 
which his majesty ridicules and condemns). ' :On 
th^e ocQisions- the neig^bouKs assist at thef house 
where the feast is made. Se\i»nl!inen and Women 
were assembled at my howe ; these now advanced 
and kncSeled. in two groups before .the Jine of 
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poonghees, the women to the right of the mefn: 
the mewjerry gave a. few grains of parched paddy' 
to eaoh« which they held in their hands doded, 
with the palma together ft little elevated, in a gap* 
plicatti^ posture ; they then repeated a prayer 
after the chief poonghee, in the manner of part 
of our aervioe ; the chief poongfaee then prayed, 
die otib^r poonghees placing their fiuos of palm* 
leayes before their faces, accompanying him ; after 
this prayer was finished, the chief poonghee deli- 
vered a kind of lecture in an audible tone of 
voice'-*^ lesson I suppose from some of their 
books of divinity, and, if I might judge from the 
chanting tone» was in a kind • of metre. This 
lasted about ten or fifteen minutes, when they 
arose and walked off without ceremony. The 
river has fidlen again three cubits. 

MtJ^ 96. In the morning my interpreter was 
sent for to be present at the translating of my 
letters to the Enga Tekaing. Moncourtuse tran- 
slated it aft two in the aft;emoon : I am informed 
it was delivered to the prince and read, but had 
no efket in my favour ; but this I do not know 
^Seiaily; In the evening the chobwa's wife 
honoured me with a visit ; she is an agreeable 
smart little woman, the daughter of awhoonghee^ 
deceased. Her husband and his companion came 
just as 'sbe was going tiway ; they drank tea, and 
invited themselves to dine with me to-morrow. 

RS 
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MayfXT. I sent my interpreter early in the 
morning to the mayhoon'a brother-in-law, (he is 
married to the mayhoon's wife's sister, arid im- 
mediately in the employ of the Enga Tekaing, 
and expects to be made one of his whoons or 
counsellors. The second is the mayhoon's wife's 
brother, and has some appointment in the queen 
mother^s household,) with some trifling presents 
for him and his wife. He confirmed the re- 
port respecting my letter, which I had heard 
before; but, added, he would exert his best en- 
deavours to induce the Enga Tekaing to alter his 
resolution. He further informed Mr. Rowland, 
that the demur was entirely owing to the enga's 
whoon, who wholly engrossed the prince's confi- 
dence, and was so avaricious, that unless I paid 
him handsomely I might depend on his opposing 
me to the utmost in his power. Here I ha.ve another 
proof of Moncourtuse's villany, he having re- 
ported the enga's whoon to me as a most immacu- 
late man ; undoubtedly with a view to prevent my 
adopting the only mode of conciliating him to my 
interests. The chobwa, ^c, dined with me, and 
in the evening the chobwas mother and wife with 
a large suite of attendants, male and female, paid 
me a formal visit, bringing with them a present 
of fruit. I hear diat several vessels have arrived 
at Rangoon from Bengal, whii^h aflfi>rds me much 
pleasure, as it is now six months since I heard 
from thence. 
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lAay S8. I hare been rather unwell these two 
or three day3 past : in the evening, while some 
danceiB were performing in my hall, the mob 
threw stones at the sentinel at my front door. 
It should be noted, that the railing before my 
door has not been replaced, although repeatedly 
promised by the pacaam whoonghee, and the 
peon always leaves the house at sun-set, so that 
there was no one of the . government people pre- 
sent to punish this insolence. 

May 29. In the morning the enga's whoon sent 
for my mewjerry ; about nine a. m., he returned 
and informed me, that he had brought, the 
prince's answer to my letter ; he then produced 
a piece of the common Burmhan black paper, 
with a line wrote on the top of it, and was going 
to read it but I prevented him, as I thought the 
mode and substance of this answer altogether 
Informal. I, therefore, ordered him to return it, 
as I would not reeeive an answer through his 
haiids. About eleven a.m. one of the common 
writers of the prince's whoon brought back the 
same paper, which I then ordered him to read ; 
the words written on it were as follows : ** Ac- 
cording to the custom of the golden country, you 
may come;" and underneath the date. As I 
had addressed the prince with every respect due 
Co his high station, and ntade up his letter in a 
golden bag, ^c.,- according to the form of Hin- 
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dostan, I dierefore thought myself etttitled^ at 
least, to equal poUteneds 4n fetam ; atad as this 
note contaMied neither address nor mpecscrip* 
tion, aad as the piode of conveying it was alto- 
gether exceptionable, I, thensfore, thought my- 
self justifiefi ill ' refusing to receive it i^ an 
answer to. my letter. I, therefoie, desired that 
the bearer might be fully informed of my excep- 
tions to the answer in its present form : th^it I 
expected it should be sent me by a proper 
person, made up in a manner, suitable to my rank 
and station; addressed to me in my official ea* 
pacity ; that it should specify the manner of my 
being conducted to an audience of the prince, 
and be signed by authority. He returned with it» 
and about four p. m. came* back with the ^iga 
whoon's compliments, and instructed to inform 
me, that the note containing the prince's words^ 
was written and sent according to the Bunahaii 
custcMUs ; and <^at, as there was no other pemon 
in my statiooin the country^ it needed na 4i* 
rection. 9eing perfectly aware that a suJ^mJisi^n 
to their inspleqt demeanour wpfild, by no mofms^ 
tend to advsance the interests of my mjssAO^,- %, 
therefore^ deolined receiving it' lEbr tha.6am» 
reasons assigned in the morning ; notwithstaad* 
ing I had convicted Moncourtuse before the 
enga's whoon of lyings had given him public 
notice, that he was not to^ credit any thing he 
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inigiit flay iteapediiig me, aii|d, notwillidtanding 
the enga idioon. himsdf. had confessed, that he 
was a bad man, and not to be tnisted, yet, this 
morning h^ admitted him to breakfiist with* hfm itt 
his priTate foom» and sent out an excase i» 
the mewjerry, that he was indisposed: thenee 
I have every reason to siippose that these two 
worthy persons aie leagued together to weary 
my patience, or fnistiate my views. Under 
these circansttmces, I detemiined to adopt 4 
different line of conduct in respect to Mob* 
OQortuse ; and, since kindness had hadno influence 
cm hitfl^ to woric on his fears, as I khow him to be a 
tank ooward ; I therefore sent Mr. B, to him, to 
tell htm I WW perfectly well informed of his base 
eodduct towards me; that I had epies on hini 
who regularly iolormed me of all he said or did ; 
diat I abemdy considered myself deeply in hisdebt 
for what he had already done, a|id recommended to 
himself, if he had any value (Botr his own safety, not 
to make me more so; for, he might depend upon 
k', if he did, i would take a severe revenge. I 
desired Mr. B. further to tell him, that dl em^ 
Cttlpirtioii'i^as in vain, for that he liad proved so 
infe;moMii liar, that his word^ would no longer 
pciM ; his actions alone must speak for him. He 
listened to this message with evident marks of 
perturbation (fearing, perhaps, that part of the 
sentence was already about to be put in execu- 
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tion) ; he iras very humble, yet protested his in- 
nocence. I hope thia message will tend to keep 
the wretch in check; finding that his secret 
machinntions are discovered, he may fear ex- 
asperating me too fiur, as he well knows his 
Burmhan friends will deny him in the hour of 
dj9tre8S instead of supporting him. 

Mog 90. People have been employed during 
the day in making a stage-wharf for his ma- 
jeaty to land on ; I, therefore, hope he will soon 
be here. In the. evening, Syed Ahamed Faken 
paid me a visit ; he is a decent man in his ap- 
pearance, a native of Bagdad ; he informs ma» 
that he has been eight years in Hindostan, has 
been these two last years at Chittagong, where 
he has erected a tuckeia, and is endeavouring to 
obtain an establishment. He offered to take any 
letters I might have to send to Bengal, as he 
proposes returning after the sacrifice of the 
bukra-ede, some days hence. 

Jum 1. In the evening the kill's jew.el mer- 
chant visited me, his errand was to obtain scmie 
information respecting alchymy, in which the 
royal family, particularly the Enga, are dabblers ; 
they have a high opinion of the medicinal virtues 
of the exploded elixirs, and conserves of. pre- 
cious stones and metals ; I gave him some speci- 
mens of metallic salts, S^c.y and endeavoured, but in 
vain, to dissuade him from such illusive pursuits. 
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A nmnber of people have been employed these 
last three days, in preparing sheds for the 
daaoefs, ^c.» and clearing the road from the 
water-side for his majesty's entrance. At night 
a great many boate belonging to his suite arrived, 
so that we may expect him hourly. 

J%BM 3. In the morning I sent Mr. Burnett 
to the enga's whoon, to ask him, finally, whether ' 
he would be my friend or not, as I am deter- 
mined no longer to acquiesce in his equivocal 
conduct: to that end I gave Mr. B. a written 
staytement of my sentiments, ^c, containing 
nearly the same arguments as I had used to the 
mayhoon, and a diamond ring, the acceptance of 
which was to be considered as a pledge of his 
determining in my fiivour : the result of Mr. B/s 
conference, which was private, was, that the 
who<m gave the strongest promises of supporting 
my interests and riews to the utmost of his 
pow^r. Mr. B* in rettiming, met the man Va- 
lerian, who had insulted me, as mentioned 
above ; he immedifUely returned to the whoon, 
and acquainted him of his being in the fort. I 
had particularFy insisted in my former message, 
that this man should be punished, and the whoon 
had promised he would seize him wherever he 
was to be f(Hind, unless protected by the king 
himself; and now promised to go immediately to 
the enga to obtain an order to the looto to have 
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him l^ipi^hended; ) Mr* B. sa;w ^ Mcmwulase 
skulkkig about the wfaoon's house» both tintea ite 
WM tfa^re, .but the w^oon fais ^oleninly pronned 
me no longer, to oouHteiiaMe him; About nine 
A. Mm .a message was brought from liie locMo^ in* 
forming me that search had been made for V»»^ 
lerian^ hut that he was not in die fort, and 
that Mr..B. must have been mistaken m ^sup- 
posiiig he saw him. As not only Mr. B., but the 
intei^ter, the' orphan hoysj aad the setmnts 
who were with him, saw and i^c^gniiS^ the 
man, I, thei^efore, sent the mewjeriy to iolbm 
the membem of the looto, Ibat there could b^ 
too mistake ; and that I should consider ^ de* 
clarMiens of that kind, on their part, as a -sub*^ 
tetfuge, and as a new proof of their unwilling- 
ness to do me justice. In cdnse^jueace of this 
message, they have again sent, or pretended to 
send,( in search of him.^ The truth is, tiiey kit 
almid of bringing this matter to an issue, as the 
man is under the protection of the j^nee of 
Basseen; and I have some reason to thiuk his 
protector was, in some measure, privy to the 
fraud he practised on me, as all the young men 
of the oourt are passionately addicted to liquor 
antd iatosieating drugs, and employ secret agents 
to obtiun them aA any priee, notwithstanding 
their being prohibited und«r paio^ of death, 
die strictness of the prohibition prcyvokes 
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appetite, or.Aat they are natmidly inclined to 
▼ice Mod YoluptaoumeBs, is a questioa I am not 
piepBiedito decide ;. but, I am inclined to think 
the latter, is the truth, and that, if the reins of 
govenunent were at all related, Aeir empire 
woold soon be ndned, and the Bunnhan name 
sunk into its original obscority. 

la &e emning, the young chobwa and his 
associate, called on me ; he bromght a female 
relation with him to hear the musicj S^e. ; but, 
on this oecasioQ, he oflfended against the rules 
of gallantry, for he took out of the yonng lady's 
betel box a love-letter in verse which had been 
sent her by one of her admiren, and, spite of 
all her intercessions, read it, and seemed to 
enjoy the poor girl's distress and confusbn. As 
soon as he had returned the le^r, she wentaway 
rather chagrined ; I did not learn the cause till 
after they were both gone. It seems that 9H 
who aspire at gallantasy in this country are 
obliged to court the mnses, with what success I 
shall endeavour to. learn; that they cultivate 
poetry, I knew before, having been promised the 
Hi$toty of Captain Sn^mes's Embasiy, in verse, 
Willi several other pieces. At night, the king's 
moonshee arrived, he left his majesty at Mheg^ 
boon, where he is to remain till the twelfth of 

the moon. 
June 4. This being His Majesty's birth-day, I 
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his health in a glass of claret : the chobwa 
and his companion dined with me. I was under 
the necessity of giving them a slight lecture on 
politeness before dinner, which had a good effect. 
One of the coach-makers' pieons absconded, the 
other has but just recovered from the small-pox ; 
otherways, notwithstanding my kindness to him, 
it is probable he would have gone also, £3r the 
lower class of the natives of India are in ge- 
neral bead-strong in their folly, and little' attached 
by gratitudei They want to return to Calcutta 
by the way of Chittagong, and are too im- 
patient to wait until I can obtain a regular per- 
mission for them. 

Jane 5. Having determined to ornament the 
front of my house in honour of his majesty's 
entrance, I have had people employed in pre- 
paring the scaffolding, JfC, accordingly. The 
pacaam whoonghee and other officers attend all 
day at the river-side, to superintend and expedite 
the temporary palaces, ^c, erecting there for his 
majesty and the royal family. In the evening, as 
Mr. Burnett was riding by the river-side; one of 
the cooleys struck his horse a smart blow with 
a rattan ; I suppose it to have been a piec^ of 
wanton impertinence, proceeding from ignoranee, 
rather than deliberate malice ; however, to avoid 
any insult of the kind again, I have desiied 
him to restrain his excursions until such tiine 
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as his majesty arrives and regulates these mat- 
ters. 

June 6. In the momiag eariy, just as I was 
going .to send my interpreter to the pacaam 
whoonghee, he sent for him. Mr. Rowland 
found the old man and the woondock up to 
their middles in water, >encouraging the men 
employed about the landing-jetties. The cause 
of his sending for Mr. Rowland was, to know 
what decorations I meant to place before my 
house, saying, I must not use gold or silver, as 
those were appropriated for the royal fiunily: he 
also desired that I would not permit my sentinels 
to carry their arms while his majesty was passing. 
Mr. Rowland then informed him of the insult 
offered to Mr. Burnett the evening before. He 
expressed his sorrow, and desired Mr. Rowland 
to call on him at noon, when he would inquire 
further into the affiur. I sent Mr. Rowland at 
noon, but the old gentleman had retired to rest: 
the whoonghee did not return to the fort till late 
in the evening ; so much do these people stand 
in awe of their sovereign, the highest of them 
performing, occasionally, the most menial offices. 
In the evening the white elephant arrived. This 
is a beast of great consequence. 

June 7. In the morning I sent my interpreter, 
Mr. Rowland, to the pacaam whoonghee, to in- 
fonn him, that I should with pleasure comply 



j^ JOURNAL OP A RBSIDBNCB 

with, his Eequest respectiiig the sepoys, but, as a 
stranger, ^c,^ I must be allowed to decorate, my 
house in what manner I choose. In respect to 
the insult offered Mr. Burnett, I only adrised 
him of Ijbe drcuimstanQe; that he might publish 
ordeia9» m a8..to pietent any thing of »the kind 
happeoii^ again. In reply he said, I 'might 
ornameni; . my house as I pleated; tikat he was 
soriy I had Qot sent the offender to him to be 
punished. If e requested Mr. Burnett might con- 
tinue his exercise, and in futiure to punish on 
the spot apy insoleQce oflbred him, or seize the 
oflfendeis, and send them to him. 

JuM 8. At one o'clock at night, the pacaam 
whoonghee passed by, on his way to the water- 
side, and sent word to inform me, that hisma- 
jesty ?(<rould arrWe. early in the morning; At six 
A.M., I received advice, that his majesty had 
arrived at thp upper landing-place, about two 
miles to the northward, there not being water 
enough for his boat at the lower one. About 
nine a.m., th^e Enga Tekaing passed by, on his 
way to meet his father ; at ten, the gun fired as. a 
signal for his majesty's landing. About half-past 
ten,. the head of the procession began to pass by ; 
first, a string of his majesty's elephante ; next, a 
body of foot soldiers, each with a lusty musket 
on his shoulder, clothed like the coAunon people 
of th|e country ; they marched, or rather walked, 
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ID tw<^ Indian- ffles, .without aiqr regularity; 
iieKt followed the - king's, gnmdson, on a very 
lofty lelepha&t; he Mi on the neck of the ele« 
phant/ and held the gitiding*hook himself, but in 
&et the animal sequiied no guiding. A well^ 
diQsaedi »mohaut sat /behind him, and supported 
Uaa in hia arms* The young prince was naked 
from his waist upwards, hating on only a silk 
luiigee,/andan embroidered handkerchief on his 
head« giold bangles on his ancles and wrists, and 
seveial diains set with stones, Sfc.^ on his neck. 
After him eame several gilt palkees, with women 
of the palace, ^. ; at a distance behind him 
feUoaved.a son of the. king's by a &yourite con- 
eubine, on a small elephant, which he guided 
himself; after him followed five of the king^s 
elephants, with war-howdahs, having large shields 
on each side of the howdah, pamt^d red and 
gih; then followed his nu^sty's troopers in their 
war^lress, but very shabby, and on wretched, 
hal(f«taiTed, small horses, of these there might 
be sixty or eighty ; then several gilt, brass three- 
pounders^ on field-carriages, drawn by meb, with 
several red-painted and gilt ammunition carts, 
dmwn by two horses each; on e^ch side after 
Aese marched foot soldieis,^ armed and clothed 
as those before mentioned; then followed the 
carriage I brought, dmwn by men; and imme- 
diately aflbeff it, his miyesty with the first queen- 
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whole of this procession was v^ry irregular, anfl 

the paraphernalia much below ^haf; I expected. 

In the interv^ bet(^n the >, passing of the 

several peisoas jof the royal ia^iily, the crowd 

^uld hardly be Joept within boiu^ls by my peon ; 

approached, 

uching to the 

gilt chattres, 

ged to make 

3 of the royal 

ir about 100 

9me of them 

y poor, and 

Is could not 

lundred men 

or eighty. 

y inteipreter 

; on his safe 

was Tery un- 

i should have 

but little . leisure whe^ able to go to the looto^ 

- and palace. Immediately on hear^igthis, I sent 

to inform him, that I would do myself the 

jj«)ai)ire «f wailuig on him ; ^en he wished to 

evsa^ himself to the messenger for that day, 

saying, his house was not prepared to receive 

me. I, however, sent word back, I should come 

to see him privately as a friend, and required no 

ceremony. I accordingly went to his hmise, and 
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was introduced iikto his private rooiQ> where I 
found him lying on a Aiai; another; was pbieed for 
me to^.on» . near him ; they alao ga?6 me a pillow 
to lean on. Thtre .were presenC his eldest son, 
a dark, atdnt young man^ and his two wives ; the 
rest of tbe room was .eovered with ooarse» com- 
mon mats» and witheut any deebmtion dr fumi- 
tmre. After the uaual complunentd,. he informed 
me how he had treated the Bengal messenger, 
and promiscid to send me the name .of his prin^ 
eipal. He was very aflbble and full of professions 
of fribadship, saying, in their loose way of talk- 
ing, my business was done, . 4rc. This being the 
day of an eclipse of the mo<M[i, it gave occasion 
for a couTersation on those suligects, and he ex- 
poesfed . a great d^ite of learning astronomy 
from me, (or rather astrology). I told him we 
did not study the sdeace with a view to qalcutate 
nativities, ^c, but tot foretel and explain the 
phenomena of nature, mid that I should be happy 
to instruct him, as fbr as my own limits kjiowledge 
would permits He directed his son to oultivnte 
my acquaintance, saying, such perscms. rarely 
eome to our country, and . we. should therefore 
endeavour to benefit by their society while .they 
stay. He oflfered me half his house, (which is 
very cmnmodipus and well-built), if I chose to 
come and live with. him. He i^so desired I would 
<^me and stay all next day with him,, and bring 

St 
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my dinner, as he loved our style of living ; and^ 
in shoft, used every endeavour, ' according to 
their ideas of politeness and bbarse manneffs, to 
ofMivince me of his friendship. ' I drank tea mik 
him, and gave him a botde of peppermint, shew- 
ing him how to use it, Sfc. He is trouUed with 
a bowel complaint and vomiting, arising fiom a 
too free indulgence with mangoes, and ofli^ 
excess ; but, to attempt to treat the oottiptaint in 
our maimer, might be attended with dangerous 
consequences; and the peppeimint may check the 
inclination to yomit, and can do him no harm. 
About twelve at noon I left him. I also sent in the 
morning to inquire after the health of the pacaam 
whoonghee, who informed my interpr^^r, thai 
his majesty was very well pleased with my at- 
tention on the day of his entrance. 

June 10. About eight a.m., agreeably to my 
promise, I watted on the mhee whoonghee, and 
was detained for some time in the outer audi- 
ence-hall, which was excused by saying, they 
were p^paring the inner room. When desired 
to go to the inner room, I found that the only* 
preparation made was, spreading two long, narrow 
mats, one in front for me, the other for &fr. 
Burnett and the principal persons of his &- 
mily. His excellency was still under the hands' 
of the barber in a distant comer 6f tlie room ; 
when shaved, he came and seated himself at a 
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oonuBBdendble distaaee to my left, in front. I was 
pleased .to ofaserve» he appeared mudi better this 
day, and said he had taken of my medicine, 
and derived mudi benefit from it In coming to 
the house, my people saw Moncourtuse in the 
oompcjond. His excellency had promised he 
diould attend this morning to translate my me- 
m<Mrials. Howeyer, it soon appeared that he had 
forged a story, to induce his excellency to let 
hhtt go. His excellency telling me, that Mon- 
eourtuse had infonnedhim that I was angry with 
him, and did not wish to see him; he added, 
that I ought in policy to keep friends with, him 
until my business was. finished, as thero was no. 
other person so ciqMible of translating my papers. 
As it was easy to perceive which way his. ex-* 
cellency leant, and knowing how naturally they 
were indlned to procrastinate from a hope of 
obtaining, more presents, I thereforo thought it 
ptttdent to say nothing of obtaining another, in- 
terproter at present, - and to adopt his advice 
with the best grace possible; I therefore first 
opened my mind very freely in respect to Mon- 
eourtuse, and told him, it was my firm opinion 
that nothing but rigid treatment would keep him 
in due subjection : however, out of deference to 
his excellency's wishes, I would forget all that 
was past, on condition of his, (Moncourtuse's), 
proceeding with the translations without further 
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delay. lUs eonees^Hm seemed to pleaee libii; 
and he promised that he shoakl attend at hkr 
house early the next morning'. He waa also* 
pl<eased to promise, I should hate a copy of tiie- 
letter that had been brought fiom Bef^» and 
that he would also deliver up ike beawr to men 
to do a9 I pleased with hhn. These people 
seem to have no idea of the tui]fHtud^ of lyings- 
Yesterday he positively told me/ he had torn the 
letter without reading it ; this, however, I knew 
to be felse, as a servant of mine had' actually 
obtained the perusal of the orighial ; but this waa 
not a time to talce notice df such disg^aoaAil con-' 
tfadictions. After about two hours* con^itation^ 
on various topics, he ordered a bed to be pla<)ed 
for me in his outer hall of audience, telling me 
I should be more at my ease Uiere, as h was 
a long time to dinner, or that I might take a' 
walk to view the fort, ^c. Willing to huttfour' 
him, I had determined to pass tiie day kt his 
house ; however, finding the outer hall a comttkm 
riendesvous for all eomeis, I availed myself of 
the opportunity of his calling' me to him again' 
in the inner room, to say that I would take a 
ride, and would return before dinner. On leaving 
him» I therefore returned home. At balf*past 
liuee I returned with Mr. Burnett, ^., to the 
whoonghee's house : when I arrived I was shewa 
into the outer hall, and told, that his excellew^ 
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was bathing, I tlierefoi^ seated myself very con- 
tentedly; howeyer, sometittie afterwards, seeing 
^t^ulgers admitted into the inner room, and not 
Uking my then sitaatioii, I desired that the 
wbaott^iee might be informed that I had been 
Mme time in the bouse. I was then UAA he was 
busy in private oonsuhation with some of the 
principal officers of the palace.* Finding that 
they wbuld dot infoim him of my being arrived, 
and more stiangeis coming into the hall, I de- 
termined to return home, a$ the best means of 
convincing th^n that! was ncA .pleased with, 
sodi disiespectfiil treatment; but ordered, my 
iaterpreter to remain, and present the dinner 1 
had prepared, with my respects to the whoonghee^ 
and to say, tlmt I supposed his. excellency was 
engaged for the day, and therefore I would wait 
on hiib some other time. I had not, however, 
proceeded far, when my interpreter ciame gallop* 
ping after me; telling me, the whoonghtfe had 
seat several. of his servants after me, to beg I 
would return, and to excuse him ; the fault pro- 
eeeding entirely from his servants, who had not 
infonned him that I was at his house. He further 
infonned me, that the whoonghee was in a violent' 
rage with his servants ; had come out himself to 
the outer vemndah, and told them, if I did not 
retam hie would take off some of their heads; 
adding, ** do you wish me to lose my bead 1 
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what would his majesty sajr, if he knew that the 
Resident had left my house in this manner T' As 
I only wished to make him sensible of the neg- 
lect, and prevent any thing of the kind happen- 
ing again, I therefore returned, and was imme- 
diately admitted into the inner room, when I 
perceived the whoonghee much agitated indeed. 
He repeatedly requested of me to excuse him; 
that the fault was entirely his servants', as he was 
in &ct asleep, and none of them came to acquaint 
him of my arrival. (The truth is, he is so severe 
and arbitrary, that they hardly dare speak to 
him). I of course softened every thing, and 
dinner opportunely arriving, we adjourned to the 
other room to partake of it Every thing was 
fiimished by me, but the floor on which the table- 
cloths were spread, and the mats we sat on. He 
admired every thing, but was particularly pleased 
with a roast pig, and the bread, of which he 
requested I would send him a loaf every day, 
which I readily promised. Passion had quite 
taken away his appetite, he therefore requested 
I would let his senrants put by some of the dishes 
for him: I gave them the whole, on which his 
excellency with his wives afterwards regaled in 
private. Out of compliment to their prejudices, 
I did not take any wine. A few minutes after 
the cloth was removed, he begged leave to retife, 
when I also took my leave, and returned home. 
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lounediately after I was out of his comrt-yard, he 
had his gates shut, vAUtk an intention, as surmised 
by my mewjerry, to punish some of his people. 
A Portuguese arrived in a war*boat from Rangoon, 
brought me the welcome news, that a packet 
from Bengal for me had arriyed there, and that 
my surgeon was on the eve of setting out to join 
me, when he left Rangoon; and, as he had 
been gvMtly delayed on the road, I might expebt 
him in a few days. 

- Jww 11. In the morning early, I sent his ex- 
cellency a dish of buttered rolls for breakfast, for 
which he returned thanks. At ten a. m., ho 
summons arriving for Mr. Burnett, ^c, who were 
to attend with the papens for translation, I there* 
fore sent him with a message to the whookighee, 
importing the necessity of his exacting a ri^id 
obedience from Moncourtuse. They were ad- 
mitted to the whoonghee, who told them, he was 
so unwell, that he begged to be excused talking 
on business that day : there being no appearance 
of Moncourtuse's attending, Mr. Burnett re- 
turned. In the evening I sent the whoonghee 
two dishes of our cookery by my interpreter, 
which gave hitn an opportunity of explaining to 
him some improper conduct of his servants to 
Mr. Burnett, which had been &lsely represented 
to him. He gave him two peons, to go in search 
of Moncourtuse, and gave positive orders that 
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he should be brought the next day. The young 
(ihobwah dined with me^ and in the eT«liiiig one 
of the officers of the palaee paid me a visit. 

June 12. The peona feund Moncourtuse at 
the Enga Tekaing's ihome, where he was stand- 
ing a suit of crim. can. He begged diem to ex- 
cuse him fot that day, and promised fiuthfiilly to 
attend at the whoonghee's the next morning. 
The whoonghee is also said to be much worse 
than before : thus another day is lost. 

In the eyening I rode to the ground where Cap- 
tain Symes, ^c, lived while attending this court. 
Their bungabows were built on the sl(irts of a 
pleasant grove, and on the south margin of a 
sottill lake, about one mile in a direct line distant 
from the fort: the situation was very pleasant, 
and such as I should prefix were I to reside here. 
In returning I took a long circuit to the eastward, 
and along the nordi side of the fort. Early in 
the morning the whoonghee's people sent ta 
inform me^ that -Moncourtuse. was attending. I 
sent off Mr. Burnett and tny interpreter imme- 
diately, but, before they arrived, the whoonghee's 
writer^ had sufibred Mr. Moncourtuse to go, under 
pretence of his being particularly wanted ta 
translate some papers for the Enga*s whoon, pro- 
mising faithfully^ lun^^ever, to attend early the 
next morning. These pfuttcular papers, I after- 
wards found, was 41 paltry French ndvel, with 



119 THE BimMHAM SMflRB. 267 

Cuts, which the whoon wanted expliiined; thufir 
another day is lost. 

June 14. In the inorning early I sent ftiy in- 
terpreter with a message, anii a diadKmd ring to 
the whoonghee. He had admitttace to him, and 
found him miicli better: he appeared much 
pleased with ihe Message^ ^c, and requested ia 
see me the Jifext morhhig early. Moncourtuse 

« 

excused his attendance this d&y, under pretence 
of a complaint in bis bowels : 'thus another day 
is lost. In the evening two of the whoonghee's 
head writers came to request I would send him 
another bottle df peppermint, having found great 
benefit from the last. I gave them all I had, 
half a bottle. The J^ also informed me, that they 
were sent to see ff Moncourtuse was really ill at 
not, and repeated his excellency's requeirt to see 
me the next morning. 

I rode to view the southern suburbs of the 
city, tad a new religious building of the pacaam 
whooAgfaee's ; it is of masonry, of a mixed style, 
half Burmhan, half Buibpean ; being plastered 
tad terraced, with a kind of Tuscan pilastres 
and cornice. The capitals, mouldings, battle- 
ments, and door frames, ^c, decorated with 
gilding and painting. One of the keouns for the 
poonghees, is very highly finished, slccdrding ta 
the Burmhan taste : the Whole of the builditigs 
cover a large extent of ground on both sides' of 
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the road, and must have cost him at least two 
lack of ticals. 

June 15. About eight A.if., I went to the 
mhee i^hoonghee^s house, agreeably to my pro- 
mise ; I was immediately admitted to his inner 
audience-room, where I found him sitting on a 
round, dirty palat or pad, of quilted broad cloth, 
leaning against one of the centre pillars of the 
room, dressed in a soiled silk lunghee ; a com* 
mon muslin head fillet, or. handkerchief, but 
without any banyan ; this is the ordinary style of 
dress from the highest to the lowest, within 
doors: a common mat, edged with coarse red 
cotton cloth, was placed for me, close to the 
other centre pillar (there are two in this room 
which support the roof). He appeared much 
better, and highly extolled the peppermint I had 
sent him, and said he held it so precious, that he 
only took five drops instead of thirty, as I had 
prescribed. He sent for the bottle to tiite a dose 
before me; but, instead of five, he. at least took 
sixty drops. I mention this as a proof among 
ten thousand of the looseness of this people's con- 
versation. They will affirm a thing as a fiu4 
one moment, and prove it a lie the next. A 
desultory conversation took place, and several 
people came in to talk to him on business, 
mostly respecting the revenues ; to plead inability 
of fulfilling their contracts, and assign reasons 
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for the defidcation. His excellency requested my 
permission to go and eat his breakfiB»t» and re- 
tired to a comer of the room bdiind me for that 
purpose; it was served up in eoaise red lao- 
qaered trays, not better in appearance or quality 
than forms the fare of a common retail merchant 
who lives next door to me ; being a large plate 
of coarse-boiled rice, with two or three cups of 
vegetable and fish curries sliced, cocoa-nut, and 
Uatchong. He continued talking, during hta 
meal, to various suitors who came in, and who 
maintained the same posture all the time they* 
were speaking. After his meal, he rinced hia 
mouth with, and drank, water ; he then smoked 
tobacco out of a pipe, the tube a perforated 
branboo, five or six feet long, ornamented with a 
mouth-piece of gold, the bowl of earthen-ware 
hooped with silver ; the tobaCico4eaf was umm^ 
nufactured, and broken into small pieces to fill 
the bowl, with a live coal of wood placed on it; 
after he had finished his pipe, he returned to hia 
foimer seat. Three men were brought before him 
unshackled, accused of having robbed and mur<f 
dered one of the collectors of the revenue ; they 
appeared as unconcerned as if they had only 
been brought on some common business. Tha 
principal, an ill-looking yoiing man, answered 
his interrogations with the usual tokens of re-^ 
spect, but with firmness ; looking him in the face 
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all. the time ; when ordered to i^tif^, tbejr re* 
treated tMckumrds, their bodi^ beut al) the time. 
Mr. MoQCOurtiiae was now cid^ed in^ and, not- 
witfiataoding all that had fiassed, ag graciou§l^ 
vecetyed as the beat ; ; he is as senrile in hi$ 
prostmtions as the most menial Burmhan,> pre- 
fiu^ing his responses, or addresses, with jjMf ^ 
slaYe, my lord (pnun keundo); the whoanghea 
ordered him to set about the translations imme^ 
diately, and to get them finished by the ne^ 
eremng;.but another de^ur now v occurred, oq 
aeoQUAt of the absence of his excellency's writer. 
During this delay, I wished to have spoken to 
his excellency on the subject of the memorials, 
^., and requested that he would indulge me 
with a few moments' prirate conyersation ; he ex- 
cused himself by saying, the people present (a &lse- 
hood by*the-by,) were of epnsequenee, and that 
he could not desire th^n to withdraw with pro- 
priety, and desiring to deler my discussion of the 
memorials until they were translated. As I was 
not very well pleased with this reply, .1 requested 
to know, why his exoellency had desired to see 
me this morning ? As he knew not how to aaswet 
this question, he evaded it, by Mking whirt was 
the reason that broad-doth was so scarce at present 
at Amarapoorah? And requesting to know if I 
had any to dispose of. I demred his excellency 
might be told (what, indeed, he well knew) that 



IN THE BU9MHAN EMPIRE. 971 

• 

I was no merchaat ; that I suppose' th^ sebrcitfr 
^fCkiropean articles asose from the aaspepse of 
tbM English meichants during my negotiati<»Dfi ; 
hut that, as soon as my business was satis&ctorily 
settled, ha mi^t de|>end on ^e^ing a great 
xdiange in every respect for the better. He then 
.came more immediately to the point, saying the 
Jung's grandson wanted some scarlet broad-cloth, 
to make a curtain for the house of. the expected 
white elephant, and requested to know if I epuld 
apare him Miy. I desired he might be. toM, that 
I had every wish to oblige the royal faouly, and 
had given so many proofs of it, that it was un- 
reasonad[)le to expect more until they gave proofs 
.on their part of a desire to oblige me ; he re- 
j9^]ked, that every body diould comply with thie 
desires of the youvg prince, h^mg /9o great a 
fiftvourite of the kiag's ; that he was impatient of 
any delay ; when he wanted a cup, lor eipujiple, he 
never ceased eaUing out, '' A cujp, a ciip, it cmp," 
until hfi was gratified. I desired h^e night be 
told, it was in his power to accelerate his gia- 
iification by expediting my busines* ; when that 
was done, he mi^t expect every tiling from my 
gratitude, but nothing moie befove. To bfeg this 
doth was, in facjt, the poiport of his sending for 
me ; and now* findjn^ me so imfNraeticable,' he 
told me he would not detain me any longer ; that 
Mr. Burnett* and my interpreter, might remain. 
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and he would give effectual orders for expediting 
the translations ; I, therefore, took my leave 
and retired. In the evening, Mr. Burnett, ^., 
returned, and informed me that they had 
got through the first and second memorial. 
This day the whoonghee went to the looto 
for the first time since his return from Keoun- 
meoun. Mr. Moncourtuse promised to be at the 
whoonghee's very early next morning, but said, 
if he was not provided with tea, ^c, he should 
go and breakfast with the enga*s whoon ; through 
the favour of this patron, he had ousted the 
{daintijff in the suit of crim. con. brought against 
him, and even obtained damages. He had also 
gained considerably from the same shameful par- 
tiality, by pleading causes in the enga's court 
Some idea may be formed of the officers of these 
courts by their patronising a man whom they, 
and all, pronounce a scoundrel. 
• June 16. Barly in the morning, I sent Mr. Bu^ 
nett and my interpreter to proceed with the 
translations ; that they might proceed without in- 
terruption, I took care to have them amply pro- 
vided with breakfast and dinner. I forgot to 
mention, that yesterday, while they were about 
the translations, the whoonghee came to them, 
and told Moncourtuse to endeavour to get dome 
scarlet cloth for him : this was spoke aloud, so 
that Mr. Burnett, ^c, might hear it, and is an 
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iBStance of the meanness and low cunning that 
perrades all their actions, from the highest . to 
the lowest ; the same injunctions were repeated 
diis day. At four p.m. Mr. Burnett returned, 
and informed me that all the translations were 
completed; it only, remained to make a lair copy 
of the Buxmhan writing, which was to be done 
next day. 

Mr. Moncourtuse in translating, whenever he* 
came to the word I, or me, under pretence that 
there was no other mode of rendering it politely, 
constantly introduced the term '' praw kuendo," 
which he averred, meant your humble servant, 
but, in &ct, literally means your lordship's slave : 
I, therefore, thought proper to speak of myself, 
wherever I, or me, occurred in the third person, as 
the Resident, or the Representative of the Go- 
vernor-General, for the term his majesty uses to 
desigimte me, is Gogouncy, or, the Company; 
and as he has given the same tide to a scoundrel 
of a Mussulman, (Bhoodhim), who has purchased 
from his courtiers the exclusive privilege of trade 
at Rangoon, and has been practising a thousand 
infeunous tricks there, I, therefore, do not mean 
to admit the use of the . term, Gogouncy, as a 
proper designation for me; and trust, the ho- 
nourable the Governor-General, ^c, will approve 
of my tenaciousness on these points. 

June 17. This beii^ the Burmhan sabbath, or 

T 
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the third quarter of the moon, the whoonghee^d 
writer did net attend daring^ the day^ bitt eaUed 
on tte m the evenings and promiwd to get the 
fiiir copy fiioahed toroaorraw. The inhabitants of 
tile king's street, where I live, have been W" 
dered to deoovate the front of their houses, and 
fill their shops with goods, |n»paratory to the 
entrance of the Assamese princess. I had a visit 
th& morning from the woondock, Moinqhio- 
qhine'j»wife. In the evening the pacaam whoos- 
ghee set off by water, to escmrt the Assamese 
princess to court ; the third wboonghee has been 
some time absent on a journey to Toiler, to 
escort to court,, a saered white elephant, lately 
caught. The mhee whoonghee remains to oon- 
d«ct the basioess o£ the empire ; this narks his 
ccmsequence, ami the confidence refMosed m lam 
by his sovereign ; he, in fact, is nearly as^ abso- 
lute as hts master,^ often passing capital sentenees 
without reference. 

June ISL I was obliged to send this di^ to 
spmr the whoonghee's head writer^ to hasten the 
fiur copy of the memorials ; m>thing can be done 
but by feeing firam the top to the bottom of the 
Ust. A small squadron of merchant boats arrived 
from Rangoon ; by them, I had a confirmation of 
the news of my sui^geoii's having arrived, but 
they could not tell me when he would set off 
to join me. They left Rangoon the 23d of 
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Masfi. and mm» twentjr^five days on &e pas- 



JtMe 91. la tktr meaning, the wliooiig)i0e^s 
■iiiIeK bmi^fat ne* tfie fiur Bttimhan copy of tiie 
memoriab' ; I gntified Aobl ftr tfieiv dfligenc^^ 
mi MHt k te the whaongfaee. This day the 
two i9hito elephants aniTed, and as all the gi^at 
efieevB^ 4l§*c., w^re obliged to attend at eourt on 
80 maanentoiia an occasion, of coiwse I could not 
caqaect any attention to my business ; die mhee 
whoongbee, bowerer, sent me word» tivit he ex^^ 
prated to be at leiaure the 28d, when he should; 
be happy to see me. . 

June S2l Sarly in the morning the. somba. (osn 
third) ivbeoiighee paased by from the fioct, with 
seveml officers of tibie court, troops, Sfc, H heing 
eiqiected that the Assamese princeas would arrive 
in the eourse of the morning ; she did not arrive, 
however, yet several of the inhabitants were 
punished for not having their houses in resdinesB. 

Jbme 23. The whoonghee was summoned' t^ 
the palace early this morning, and kept waiting 
there with the whole court till three in Hna 
evening. About si^ in the evening,! he sent his 
son to apologize for his not seeing me, and to 
express his hopes of being able to see me to- 
morrow. The 'Assamese princess did not axrive ; 
it is supposed the pacaam whoonghee delays her 
to give full time for preparation. 
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June 24. This morning the Assamese princess 
came, and was lodged in the temporary bunga-* 
low (palace erected for her on the banks of the 
riyer)» where she is to remain until the lucky hour 
arrives for her introduction to his majesty. 

June 25. I received a message from his majesty, 
requesting I would ornament the front of my 
house the day of the procession, and informing 
me, that it would take place the next morning. 
This I had previously intended doing, and had 
made preparations accordingly ; people from court 
passing all day with various presents of refresh- 
ments, Sfc, on gilt trays, . for the Assamese 
princess. About noon, I received a visit fix>m 
the whodn of the first queen ; he is a man of the 
first influence in the haram, and had been to see 
the princess by order of his majesty, and was 
returning to make his report of her person, man- 
ners, ^0. He made me a frank tender of his 
friendship, and promised to use his influence 
with his royal mistress to promote the objects of 
my mission, which I received with due acknow- 
ledgments, and had the satisfaction to perceive 
he was much gratified by his reception. 

About three p. m., Mr. Keys, surgeon, arrived 
from Rangoon, he had only been eighteen days 
on his passage ; by him I had the satisfaction to 
receive a great number of European and other 
letters, with Indian papers up to the beginning 
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of April : also, information that Zemaun Sha had 
retired to his own country ; and that the honour- 
able the Governor-General had returned in good 
health to Calcutta. I had not, however, the 
happiness of receiving the smallest intelligence 
from government By him I also received the 
petitions of the Rangoon merchants, relative to 
the oppressions they have suffered through the 
intrigues of Bhoodhim. 

June 26. Early in the morning the queen mo- 
ther, in a superb palkee of state, borne by thirty- 
six men, and attended by a great number of the 
ladies of the palace in their palkees, passed by on 
their way to accompany the Assamese princess to 
court ; also a party of troopers, musketeers, spear^ 
men, ^c. The fronts of all the houses in the 
high street, through which the procession is to 
pass, are ornamented with verandahs of bamboos 
and mats, so constructed as to form a double roof 
open towards the street, ornamented with painted 
borders ; and the shops filled with their best goods, 
which were to be sold to the princess's retinue at 
reduced rates. Cannon were planted at all the 
cross streets; plaintain trees and sugar canes 
planted on each side the street, and the street 
clean swept. About half past seven a. m. the pro- 
cession began to pass by. First in order were 
spearmen, then musketeers, then Burmhan bra- 
mins, then music, then state chattres of a parti- 
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Cukr OMistraction, then the queen mothers slate 
equipage of beiaten gold, then the queen motf»er 
fai ker •fitnte patbee, Tery high ud iaige ; ton 4lie 
plaitfonn <of liie {inlkee two young women rkbif 
diessed ioaelt 4n ifront, idid two in the rear, fiooiBg 
mMradrds, with their haads^ dosed pafan to pahn, 
and Timed to their fcrdfeada, in the Bumhan 
m<ide "of paly in^ 'homage. Mesa bearing gtk 'chai* 
tres surrounded the palkee. Aliker the queen 
mother^ palkee ibUowed a sngraU 1»ody of -camlry, 
thesi ^earmen and musketeers. Ant men carry • 
ing the princess's dowry^ ocmsistii^ of elephants' 
teeth, jasper-stones, Assaniese anna, 'dieats «af 
clothes^ bedduig, ^. ^ ; tbea foUowed aeread 
Assamese bvamins, with while ttnibaas> andiasg 
white jammahs. Then two WDondofcks, ^a!nd se^ 
^eral other Snmhan offioens ; ttum «Mromen<dreaaed 
in white, ^beating large tcnn-4oms, waA cnx^ied 
silver sooiftalis, o^theris sounding fiilver tmmpefa 
of iMrious forms, others playiaoig on 'sifarer cjpm* 
bals'; then followed die princesses sttfte equ^iagetif 
beaten goM ; Uien the prtncess in a superb stttte 
palkee, ^me as the queen mother's, w:iih two 
ycnmg women kneeling in bomt aod rear; the eur* 
tatns weore of Chinese flirweped gftmee, so Aat^ha 
might see ^ithont being seen.: Imrnediately a£tear 
her followed another party of Buamhan hoia^ 
then abo«Et i:weinty paHsees, with eouit ladies, «m1 
the whole was dosed ^by dBEnisketeeis, tqiearmen* 
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'^. The fioirt of ny house was ornamented, and 
Burmhan dancers and musicians exhibited in the 
fiY>nt yeiandah. I had my breakfast^table placed 
in the front verandah, at which we were seated 
when the procession passed. 

June 27. I have had advances made to me 
^lese two or three days past from seveml persons 
bdon^ng to the first queen's hous^iold ; also in- 
iinstion of the favouraide sentiments entertained 
of me by the Ekigai Tekaing. 

June 28. i forgot to mrartiony that I received by 
Mr. Keys, a very polite and friendly letter from 
the mayhoMi of Hunzawuddy. He shewed Mr. 
Keys a good dieal of attention, while at Rangoon 
and gave him a guard for his boat. 

June 29. In die morning the king's grandson 
sent vie an electrical machine, and requested me 
to put it in order for him, which I soon did, and 
got it to work very well. He then sent to revest 
I would let Mr. Keys and Mr. Burnett go to the 
palace to shew him some experiments with it 
Afl.i did not approve of the mode in whidi the 
message was communicated I sent my interpieter 
to him with the machine, with my best respects, 
and a present of a fowling-piece, and a bottle of 
English comfits ; and desired him to inlbmE& the 
prince, that it would always give me much plea- 
sure to gratify his wishes, but that as the gentle- 
mea of my family w^ne not menials, it was neces- 
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sary they should be treated with attention ; that 
they would wait on him at any time if he would 
send some persons of rank of his household to 
conduct them, and prevent them being treated 
with rudeness by the guards or servants of the 
palace ; also that they might not be required to 
take off their shoes before they came to the pa- 
lace. He returned a very polite answer ; said 
that my wishes should be complied with, as far 
as lay in his power ; but that as the palace was 
not his, he hoped I would waive something out 
of friendship for him until he could obtain per- 
mission of his grandfather for the whole. 

June 90. Yesterday the mhee whoonghee sent to. 
apologize to me for the delay in my business, 
owing to the ceremonies, Src., attending the arrival 
of the Assamese princess. He said he wished to 
see me, but was afraid in case he was called away 
to the palace that I might be offended. This con- 
cession from so haughty a man is a proof that I 
have already impressed them with some sentiments 
of respect, and induces a hope 'that in time busi- 
ness may be transacted with them without degrad- 
ing humiliations on our part. About half-past one 
P. M ., the young prince sent two officers of his 
household to conduct Mr. Keys and Mr. Burnett 
to the palace : they were instructed to assure me, 
that they should be received with attention, and 
that they were to be allowed to keep on their 
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shoes until they came to the third or inner court 
of the palace. As I thought this a fair opportu- 
nity of cultivating an acquaintance with the young 
prince, and thereby obliging his grandfather, who 
doats on him, I therefore determined to waire a 
part of what I had stipulated for ; but at the same 
time gave Mr. Keys a written message to the 
prince, informing him, that I yielded in the present 
instance, through motives of friendship for him, 
but that I fully relied on his promise of applying 
to his majesty to permit us in future to come to 
the palace without taking off our shoes, Sfc. 

When they arrived at the third gate, they were 
met by two of the mhee whoonghee's sons, who 
conducted them to a room erected for the occasion, 
spread with carpets, with a kind of throne : the 
young prince was seated, and the courtiers, among 
whom were three illegitimate sons of the king, 
and nine others of the royal family, were seated in 
regular order on the floor; a great number of 
guards and domestics without. The young prince 
listened attentively to my message, expressed 
himself much satisfied with the proof I had given 
him of my friendship, and desired I might be as- 
sured he would make a point of obtaining from 
his grand&ther the concession I wished for. Mr. 
Keys then began to shew the experiments on elec- 
tricity as drawing sparks, giving shocks under 
various circumstances, and firing spirits. They 
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"were highly delighted and astonished, and moe- 
^ivooally oonfessed the superiority of our attain- 
laenito. During the whole time they behaared with 
great pDliteness and attention to Mr. Keys and Mc. 
fiumett, who left the ioodi about fiire o'clock ; 
hut as diey were going out the young prince acut 
4o know if ti^y would like to aee his white «lo- 
phaot, and on their going to its stable, or Hthcr 
fniace, according to the Burmhan court style, he 
went hiDOself to the plaoe by another routo, as a 
Ikrther mark of his attention. On the whole, both 
parties seem to have been mutuaily pleased, and 
I h«pe 4he interview will be attended with &v«ur- 
Ue conseqaeaces. 

July 2. In the momisg I sent ny inteiivefter 
to inquire of the mhee whoonghee whether any 
inognessluudlieen made ia my business. He sent 
jsie WQsd in return, that his majesty had hidierto 
ffaeen «o much engaged with his new queen, the 
white efephaut, and the poonghees, that all pulv 
iifi business had been n^lected ; that, however, 
lie lioped to have an opportunity of ddiirering my 
aneraorials to-morrow, and therefore would be 
^lad to see me early the neKt morning, that we 
mi^t read tibem over below he went to the pa- 
hKce. I haine been using every endeavour in wosf 
power, for these some days past, to convey Aroiigh 
vaiwus cdhaAnels to his majesty ny impalsieBoe of 
Either delay. 
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Jfig S. Atoi^hia. H. i went to ttie wfawMi* 
gii6«*8 ivMi Mr. iLej^E^ ; HaBCOtuFfen sewnrai ^ftofUm 
mil km. He redimng in hm^/^UCf gwnge slBte 
an idsmat, Mifav&aMifey as usvaL After Aewsaal 
oasftflDMeiitey 1m aabed me if I iiad inroiigfeii; ih£ 
lattei«, a «eive ^tffec tatiaa ^ ignaiaiiQe» as ktt 
imH kaeiv Ihey had baea la iofiiafrai fKiflieaMm 
ttoee veeks before. Ait fimt lie eemaed inelsaed 
to die^bis oDDaesqueaee fbefinre the peeple aansH 
Ued, 1^ teeatingme latfaer cairaberly; bxmcnt^ 
meelnig wiih two or three Tubs in his eaueei; he 
at ieoBgih oonihisceiided tlo ;be t^ry affitUe aad 
ciiriL He made laasy apologies liar ithe defayv 
sdiich had oBoucred^butaesaaBdmethai; lamJEsv 
days moDce, eTery thing iwosdd ke compleled ia 
ny imhes-; that I ndgiiA lely on bim, as he was 
bound by emsiy tie af hommr and frimddsp to 
serve me ; and concluded with requesting, ihot I 
would take Ae tfimUe to icaH agsdii early tiie 
nexttlay, aa bis writer was not ^present who had 
Ifett papefis, and he was under the neoessity of 
attending his majesty early this monung. it is 
wurthy remariL, that^ven at .the time ittiese pei^fo 
are displqring ^^ anogaonoe of their itenqaer, 4^bef 
caonot help admowledgii^ omr^Hperioiity. Their 
eyes laae oootkinaUy bent on m with 4i goKe tof 
afl mlr atiaa; tlhey UsIbb wiA anrprise 9xA<9Bpfn^ 
balionto our nepUes .and cemaiks; aoid oonfess, 
in .mnequii^ocal teams, the eonrect&ess and 4eK- 
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cacy of our manners, and the superiority of our 
attainments. The whoonghee said aloud, that he 
was ashamed to appear before us, or receire us in 
his house, so decisive are our advantages in dress 
and manners over him. I endeavoured to soften 
this humiliating confession, by observing, that 
mere dress or manners gave no advantage ; that 
true greatness flowed from the mind; and that 
every one knew his excellency was a great man. 
After sitting with him about three-quarters of an 
hour we withdrew. After we returned home, I 
sent to the king's grandson for tba electrical ma- 
chine, to prepare some new experiments for hb 
amusement, but had the mortification to find that 
they had cracked the only Leyden phial belong- 
ing to it. I endeavoured to make another, but 
for want of a proper jar have succeeded but in- 
diflferently. 

July 4. About half-past seven a. m. went to the 
whoonghee's with Mr. Keys. I had heard overnight, 
that he had had a consultation with the pacaam 
whoonghee on my business, and was pleased to 
observe there were no strangers present, and that 
his writer was in waiting with the papers. He 
immediately proceeded to business, by ordering 
his writer to. begin reading the translation of my 
memorials. When the man had advanced half- 
way through the first, memorial, he stopped him 
to observe that I claimed a seat in the looto» next 
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to the whoongee's, which was more than was al- 
lowed to the first prince of the blood. I replied 
diat the difficulty might easily be avoided, if in- 
superable, by my not being required to attend at 
the looto. But if at any time my attendance was 
required there, I must persist in tny claim. He 
then asked me if I had a copy of my first memo- 
rial to his majesty? Fearful that this question 
was put with a view of affording a fresh pretext 
for delay, I evaded it, by saying, that I supposed 
his majesty's servants had the original. He said 
it was necessary that the substance of that me- 
morial should be again laid before his miajesty, at 
least that part of it which stated the desire of the 
Governor-General to unite the interests of the 
two nations on the most solid basis of friendship 
and mutual support, to which his majesty had 
not yet acceded, as, in fact, every thing de- 
pended on that being fir^t agreed to by his ma- 
jesty: for that, when he had consented to the 
union of the interests of the two nations, every 
thing else would follow of course. He, there- 
fore, requested I would permit him to dictate the 
preamble to the memorials in terms to the above 
effisct. As I thought it would be a means of acce- 
lerating despatch, I, therefore, readily assented 
to his proposal, and he immediately dictated to his 
writer in substance as follows :— ^That the honour- 
able the Governor-General, ^c. ^c, having de- 



pHted me to the; jmwqiuqci fos' the piupoM ^ 
cemeaiiig and. iBaittlftiiiag^a friendly conespMA* 
eace betweea the tivH» natulas^ l hmi armed wk 
the BurmhoQ court wkh my efiedenti*ls» Mid eiK 
tseated his majesty to accede te the wishes d 
the HoaoiuabLe the. Ge^eroor-CresieniKi as k wmk 
enuneatly tead to the happuieBd^ and adfacitage 
ef bath naiwiisu Thk (>reamble, after varicNia 
e me ada t ioBS, waa read to me> and I act ob^ 
ai^j^wided the wisdoea of the meafitaie, but thanked 
him far his kind adviee and asajetaaee ; aU which 
pleased hha very auiebw Thioughoiit (he whale 
e£ this iaterview he waa rery aftd)Ie and gnt 
eiotta» and ^)plied to me, on eveiy oecaaioa^ the 
tern hrothef and friend. Widiottt prooeediaigftH^ 
tfaes in the reading, he told lae it waauaneoee^ 
aary for me to give myself any fttsther trouble tat 
the buMuess ; that he would avaat himaelf dP the 
fiwt £Bi¥ourable opportunity to lay die papeis be- 
fiMte his majesty, and had no doubt of his aeceding 
to< the whole. On examining these papers, which 
contain many regulations of infinite importance* 
a person^ unacquainted with my proceedings,, 
would wonder at the apparent levity of these pee^ 
pie, in passing them as it were undiscuased ; but 
tile truth is, that although they have undergone 
no regular discussion, yet the substance has been 
detailed repeatedly, and conveyed through nu^ 
merous channels ; so that I have no doubt that 
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h«9 mvjeBty is folly maBtei of the jubfcstv and hw 
Hude i^> Us muid on k kmg since; and that all 
theaeafiected piescauiionaof the wlumigkccv were 
neraly intended to enhance lihe Takie of hia 
acquaintance. 

Jfdy 5. At neon the king's grandMn sent foe 
my Bwmhan writer ; who, on his return in feta t ie d 
Btte» that the king had given the young prince my 
camera obBCUsa. Unable to adjust it, he had 
returned it; but the king iounediately sud, '' Why 
don't yon send to your friend the resident, he will 
instruct yo«. '^ May I ?" asked tiM yoiutg prince 
eagediy. ^ Yes,'* said the king, ^' you may send 
to him wkeneTer yon please." He had, therefiwe, 
BOW sent to request, if I had any regard f<Nr ban, 
tiiat I would pennit the gentlemen to g& to the 
palace, adding, that be would not expect the 
pieasan el seeing me as yet, bol hoped diat the 
difficulties which prerentod it at present*, would 
soon be got over. About one o'dock two of the 
oAceis of his household came to condaet the 
gieademen,v and Mr. Keys and Mr. Burnett went 
with diem to the palace. They were polity 
receiyed as befose^ and this day the young prince 
eon^ersed familiarly with them ; was very aflbble, 
and, for his years, shewed a considend)le acute- 
aeas of mind. He expressed a strong desire to 
see Calcutta, and desired Mr. Keys to tell me, 
that he would make a point of being presoit 
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when my memorials were laid befoie hb gmnd- 
father by the whoonghee ; and^ in case any ob- 
jection should arise to any part of them, he would 
entreat his grand&ther to concede the point fi^r 
his sake. They staid with him about three hours» 
arid then retired, both parties a{qparently well- 
pleased. This being the anniyeraary of the Mo- 
horum, my servants haye joined the natiye Ma* 
homedams in their morning processions; the 
religion being fully tolerated here. 

July 6. This morning Mr. Keys waited on the 
mhee whoonghee to inquire after his health, and 
make a tender of his senrices. He appeared 
much pleased with this mark of attention. His 
principal aim in desiring to see Mr. Keys, was to 
obtain venereal proyocatives. He desired Mr. Keys 
to inform me, that this day my memorials should 
be read in the looto, and forwarded to his ma- 
jesty; and desired that my interpreter might 
attend at the opening of the looto, to witness the 
performance of this promise. Accordingly Mr. 
Rowland attended at the great looto at twelve 
o'clock. This is the first regular council of state 
that has been held since his majesty's return to 
Amarapoorah ; and, during the whole time of hb 
absence, he has been immersed in religious con- 
tentions, in consequence a great deal of business 
has accumulated. When the court was assembled, 
the pacaam whoonghee, ordered, that my memo- 
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rials should firet be read : the fiist memoriai was 
then read by the proper officer ; he then took it 
and looked it oyer himself, and then, without any 
comment, delivered it to the nakhan of the court, 
with orders to deliyer it the next day to the at- 
towawoomen of the palace, to be read to his ma- 
jesty. The court then proceeded. to other busi- 
ness, and Mr. Rowland retired. He observed 
that the king's grandson had servants placed to 
watch the proceedings of the court, and give him 
notice, i^preeable to his promise. 

July 7. I received notice that my first memorial 
was read before his majesty this day, who ap- 
peared to approve of its contents, and ordered it 
to be returned to the looto, according to form, 
for their consideration and report ; so that, at 
this rate of proceeding, another month may elapse 
before he comes to a final decision. Nothing was 
done at the looto respecting the other memorials ; 
the truth is, that his majesty is still wavering in 
his mind respecting the line of conduct he shall 
adopt towards me; he is either fearful of the 
consequences, or desirous of enhancing the value 
of the favour, by increasing the difficulties of at- 
tainment. 

At the intercession of his queens, the royal 
family, ^c, (or more probably, convinced of the 
impracticability of his scheme of reforming the 
religion of his country,) he has at length re- 

u 
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idfid his reMlutiotis «l ^fimti» iM4 «Anille4 
the piiealkood agmt te liifl ^roii^; m tluit noMljr 
thft whole tima of ki$ MHitotem hns bem «ft^ 
pl0y)od Aese Mii diqw im iam«4: oerti^fHrtm of 
iiidemmfintkai to th^ h^ndi •f bbofm lef m- 
l^ous Mcietie^t to relive 4hem imp ^ 9^ 
nallies Hiay watte 4iiiM^ to 'by l/m m^j^y 's late 
in^fafaiCions. I r^aoirad aiPiMt ftom Hie «i»ybaaii 
of Honsfiwiiddy^ Imiheivui-teir ; tm ptmdftH 
busiimss was to obtain nieililaBl Mwatitaoe te 
himself and family fimn Mr. Keyfir He fcy^rted 
to me the iivofuahle diapotition of his m^faaty, 
tl|o fatrhr-qipBraiit, ^, 4Qwaitls m^e ; bilt -aa Ihw 
wna, piohably, with '« view df enamnof aucoeaa 4a 
Jna own nqtiast, ^mfiah 4ep0odfin«a is not to ho 
{daced on it ; w4ieie dufdioitgr laiia lipaquaAt* sifft- 
pidKm |B airlaaat panAMobla. 

Jt^ 8. In the morning I aant my -intaiiiwetoi 
to the head waimdodit havings duriog nqr toait 
denee at Mhe||faaon, Taoaived 'miaiy Mirfcs of 
Mtonthm from him; hot; 08 >he Im|s boeot oin* 
ployed ever since np the met, I 'hate not had\00 
opportunity ktely of OQavnoniootiog willi ^Mm, 
He desii^d Mr. R. to inform me, ^thi^t itbe .pfoiie«t 
cause of demur arose from the shabund^ of 'Ait 
rnkan (a Malabar,) haviog Mfvoaailtad, rlji a^pe^ 
tiftionto his majasty, tiiat I waotto biuldiaioft 
within the town of Rangooo^; and^arntng'hiia^ 
the danger of adflditting thoGoflidi to e»ti|Uf«b 



^moMuAres in im dqaamom. He saU that, al^ 
tbott^ Ilk maj^atf entertained tbe mpet fanoiuv. 
4Me opinion of the integrity and heaeiir of the 
EngiMi, and mn <fnuch pleased with «qr cenduok 
in partienlar ; jret alaming mporta ooming liom 
to mny quaitecs, induced a aeoessitgr for cautioiaa 
deUbemtton ion ^A Qecasion wij^ich eo nearly af- 
feeled the Interesta of his lamiiy mkI coimtry. 
He, at the eame time, desired him to assure me 
that no ^odewFOun op his part should be wanting 
to expedite my business, and *o obviate the 
efibcts of these malicious reports ; as he was fully 
eoavinoed they were calunmies raised by low* 
minded envious people, the enemies of botl^ 
states. He was pointedly attentive to Mr. R., 
told hiip I might coqunand hia at all hou{s, called 
his gate-porter, and ga^e liim orders to aApait hun 
night er day whenever he should calL It is cur* 
rently beltevod this man will be appointed to the 
vacant whoongheeship, as he is known to possess 
a large share of his majesty's confidence, and is 
ef acknowledged abiUties. 

In the evening I received a visit /ram the 
qneen's w)ioon, who came with a numerous and 
respectable train of attendants. He is a man of 
very aflhfale deportment, find much in &voiir with 
both their inqesties ; he was highly pleased with 
seme electrical experiments^ which were she.wn 
He said he was a fortunate man in being 
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favoured yrith my firiendship, and rejoiced :for 
his country, for the advantages it would receiye 
from its connexion with the English: that they 
were in darkness, and we only could enlighten 
them. He confirm^^d the report of the malicious 
representations of the Arrakan shahunder, and 
said, that although his majesty had too. much 
sense to give, any credit to them, he was unavoid- 
ably obliged to pay some attention. to them.. I 
used every argument in my power to expose the 
futility and malignity of these reports ; and he 
assured me that he would use all his interest 
with the queen, to obviate their effects, and ex- 
pedite my business. 

July, 9. In the morning I sent Mr. Keys with 
my interpreter, to pay his respects to the.pacaam 
whoonghee, and to interest him to expedite « my 
business. For, this purpose! gave Mr. Keys a 
written message, and a diamond-ring for him ; he 
received Mr. K. very politely, assured him that 
his best endeavours should be used to . promote 
my views, as he was well convinced it would tend 
to his majesty's benefit. When he went to. the 
looto, I understand that he brought my business 
on the tapis, but nothing being determined, the 
first woondock said, " If your excellencies will not 
lay .these memorials before his majesty, and 
oppose the unjust aspersions against the English, 
I will undertake the task." The whoonghees, 
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piqued at his thus volunteering himself; asked 
what he in particular knew of the English? He 
replied, that his knowledge was derived partly 
from experience, and partly from reading; that, 
as to where he got his knowledge was of no con- 
sequence ; it was high time something was done, 
and if no one else would stand forward he would. 
In the evening I sent my interpreter to two of 
the palace whoons, with a trifling present ; they 
received him civilly, and gave assurances of their 
friendship ; the mhee whoonghee sent to request 
Mr. Keys would call on him to-morrow morning. 
- Judy 10. About ten a.m., Mr. Keys, ^c, went 
to the whee whoonghee, according to his request. 
The gentleman was in one of his surly, savage 
humours : he did not order a mat for Mr. Keys to 
sit down on ; and when he seated himself on the 
common floor mats, desired him to remove further 
oflT, although he wias two or three yards distant. 
He had already expended the cordial tincture 
sent him, and asked in a rude manner, if the 
doctor had brought a fresh supply ; which being 
answered in the negative, did not tend to increa3e 
his good humour. He was informed by Mr. K. 
that the medicine was not meant to be used so 
liberally ; that it would be prejudicial to him, and 
thatit would be impossible to supply his exceU 
lency, as he had brought but a small quantity 
from Calcutta; he would, however, send him 
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ilBofher bottl^^ but lecoimtoBded a tMipenie iMte 
of ft: Tike fledkilia Mat Wm nothing ilioff« tlMbu 
oil of chmemAii, Wri^kk's aromatie bkMte, wmA » 
largte dMf$ bf HoftiMin*^ ewe 6f Boyant wbick alto' 
getlier ttiade a Tery pikrtable draai: atthatkia iw 
wonder the flirtraf e liked it Bat this hmq i« m^ 
sMsible U> acta of hindaMis^ and ia to be kept in 
subjection, ov witfauf the bouncfe of deeeney^ Mly 
by fear^ Mi^ KcSjri^'a ei^anatiott and pfemiae 
haytng soothed hin a little^ iM etfndeseended te 
^>eak of iny businefiS) and said, in bis loMe way^ 
that it wonld soon be settled^ Mr^ K« rej^ied^ 
that I should b« happy to see his words tedfied, 
aa my p&tience Was nearly exhausted. The 
whoottghcfe then requested Mr. Keys to eall at 
the lo4to» with my interturetev^ to get a eopy of 
ray first tneraoHhl made ont^ te be presented with 
the other memoriala ; but Mr. Keys ai^ii^ if thefle 
was atiy plirtieular necessity fior his attendingi he 
said the interpreter wduld be e^uffieient: then 
sayiitg he wanted fo go to tl^p, left him without 
further ediienony. This gross behavi<^ur ef the 
HQJiee whoonghee's, his agiun bringing forward 
the sUbjeet df the first raenldrial» and the exact 
intelligence I have of hia wilful pioerastination, 
determined kne to lose nd time iti bringing the 
question fully before the lootoi I, therefore^, im- 
medkitely addressed a message to the looto, ex- 
pressive of my sentknents of their conduct, and 
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deiftatidfaig all explieil aimr Ak tf tlkeif utontiinttM 
119 t cGtild imM^ eonsteteul with my Aetgrf adioit of 
any fiirther dekvf . I sedt Kit. Bufaett wMi this 
ttesMge, mid with ofdei» to deUingr the wU^inaU 
«f lAf memotiall m the same time^ and aa nd 
aeo^uat to briAg them liadk. Wken Mr. AiuDrti 
wrived at tiie looto, the eeurt waa epen iw b» 
8itie39, and be was «eated neixl la the iromndockt. 
On Ita beiafg anoewioed tint he had a measage to 
deleter lioai me^ the adiee whooii|^hee ant hia 
head writer to toll Mr. B. thai thrte was no ae«- 
Masity fixr Ma deKferiaf the meau^fe, as the 
jMipe'ts he had joaentioned fai the moniiBg were 
eep^ng; Mr. fi. peniated in his I'esohitHm to 
delivcfir my aiesMge } the mhee ^haongfaee agaih 
fitent t6 hkn^ but wlAmit eAct, aad he net, with 
ne more direct ofqpMitkiii. In the first iaatanee 
a kind of brief pelkiMi waa dmen dp by the 
nMMA of the eoort, etathif that Mi<. BuriMt, 
ea stuAi a di^, at such an hoar, oanie to the 
golden tooto, diarged with a meaEnge from the 
English Resident, and requested perndsaion to 
deKver it This was handed to the sand^^ghaii of 
the codft, and recited in a leud voice. Permian 
aimi behig ^^rantod, thp mesaage was to be trans* 
lated into the AiinnfaaB language before it ootdd 
be deliveted by the saAdaghan. While the aak- 
han was writing down the translation, a message 
came from his anjeaty, faqniring the attenddnea 
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of the whoonghees at the pakMse: the w^ondooks, 
^.9 remained, but the court being conaidered as 
broken up, some of them unrobed theiofsdiyes. 
The translation finished, Mr. Burnett delivered 
the memorials to the nakhan, who promised to 
have the message read the next day. The first 
woondock was pointedly attentive, approved of 
the message, and encouraged the nakhan to pro- 
ceed, when he demurred transcribing a strong 
passage. Whether this message is publicly deli- 
vered in the looto or not, is of no consequence ; 
my purpose is eflfected, as the contents are known 
to so many persons, that it must infallibly reach 
his majesty's ears ; indeed, it. is the particular 
duty of the na^an to communicate it to his. ma- 
jesty, and it would endanger his head were he to 
suppress it. His majesty, therefore, cannot fail 
knowing how much I have reason to be dissatis- 
fied with his ministers, and my determination to 
be trifled with no longer. The . first woondock 
desired my interpreter to call at his house to- 
morrow morning. 

July 11. My interpreter went to the woon- 
dock's in the morning: he received him in a very 
friendly familiar manner, promised to bring my 
business before his majesty, and requested, jp 
particular, to know what I wished to have done ; 
and told Mr. R. that a deputation of ofiicers .of 
rank should wait on me next day with my com- 
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mission from his majesty as Resident of Rangoon. 
He requested^ in particular, that I would have a 
little patience, and all would go well. 
K July 12. I availed myself of the forward friend- 
ship of the woondock to send him a memorandum 
<rfmy wishes ; pointing out the impropriety of post- 
ponii^. my business, without assigning any rea- 
son, or admitting me to a meeting with his ma- 
jesty 's ministers, when the respective claims and 
wishes of both parties, might be discussed . and 
adjusted ; at the same time stating, the inutility of 
sending my commission, unless attended with 
instructions to the Rangoon government . to gi¥e 
it efiect He informed Mr. R. that he had pro- 
posed the sending the commission in the lootp, 
but that the mhee whoonghee had opposed it, 
saying, I must come to the looto for the con^nis- 
sion. Nothing further had been done about my 
memorials. 

. JtUy 13. Finding the whoonghees were no 
longer to be depended on, and that there was a 
probable chance of conveying my sentiments to 
hieumajesty, through the channel of this woon- 
dock, I prepared a serious detail of all my griev- 
ances, in order to send Mr. Keys with it to him 
eariy. this morning; but. was prevented by. his 
n^jesty and the whole court going out to see 
some wild elephants secured in the royal keddah. 
It is situated about three*Kittarters of a mile to 
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tl».Mrttwwdof did fact, in the Bttfewbi» biit on 
*0 bdiU of the rirer ; and it k stad 4lie Bm^ 
u^ans are terjr delterais im dii^ famiMsaa^ o£ 
iAi€b I fhaH^ «k M Ik»i1& omtiAknt opjMrtMAy, 
g»Td a^ deMri|rtiQ«i. Abfiiit bht^faat fcmk o^dbok 
p<>»t fhe oaurt ratamedf and# aodkrai to bnri^ 
Bqp.boMiMB to at cbncItnioD^ I Mai Mr. Kcsjnh 
liiA nly ioteiprietei^ to the woaadodc He n^ 
terved Jdta with muked attoation, gave him m 
Aair^ and seated hiaHelf dmc tb him ; being;! 
kawef er, deaircraa of ralaaiatiott^ Mr^ Keys ooadU 
Mt prtieeed fiur m my bMioeai, bat ree eiTO d am 
wntation to^eall i^n eady Ike ileict morning: 

Julp 14. Eady tMe nuGAmfiag Mr^ Keyb, attended 
by the iitteipreter, weai to tha ^< wmda>fek% ao« 
otirdiag to ajqiointnitot^ He waa lecelTdd las Im* 
feifv, with Hide hsis|Ktalilyf ba^ ftmnd great difin 
mdty is fixiag his attoriitioii to the btiaibess ha 
came upon ; not as would appear fiom the waul 
•f inaiiBatimi^ fauty in tenths to want 6f under* 
atandii^^i He dotihl fcmn nb camteplioo of m^ 
being displeasedi at the friratoas trealmeflflU I had 
e(X|MmeBeed fima hia miy!esity*0 BflAniatan^ m ci 
any ill odteequAndet that ODidd arise frem the 
fajiiotion of my daima fot mdresa of grieYanoea* 
Howeitef the whole of my mana ny e was lahty 
translAtdd into bis bMh^ and he prdanied fiuth* 
filUy to hare my menmriafe dsHveied^ €md ao« 
sweis retaraed to thf» i» a fiswdays;. and, as a 
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plftdfe of his- tincerUy, gave Mr. Keys m pBom eC 
betel, and reqiiedtod that ny iiit€»pretM feiigfi^ 
attend aft the lo^U>. Aboat hi^paat n&aa a^Mj 
Mr. KejFs letmacd heme, and ha want to tha 



At notni my inteiprftter alteiidad at tka loatc^ 
When tke woonddck^ aeooidmg ta hia jnomiMi 
biMght forwiUfI the busiilaM of my nMaoliatoi 
ire. The whoobgheea intiaedialaly declaied thai 
they weie iniidiiussible^ and iHthout asaigBiiig 
any fiirthet raasoiii affirmed that diey iriMld mM 
permit them to be hdd before his majadly ; that 
his majesty, agreeably to Sir John Shores leitcMr^ 
had appointed me resident at RangMAi but woaM 
not at present receive aby remonstiatice or state* 
ibent of griertaioes ; that indeed I m^ht retam 
In thfee or font monthsir wheny perfaqM, fatt 
might dbigfi to listen to me, At present I had nd 
ftirther daim On his royal fafoot ; and that I nmsl 
eome to the looto to receive his oraiinifaioii. My 
interpreter, to whoih they addressed themsrivtss^ 
then asked if I came to the looto, what plaee 
would be assigned me ? They replied below tint 
nakhan, one of the inferiot offiees of die ck)tirt# 
being the place where Captain gymes wsa seaidd^ 
My inteipretef told them they nlight rest assuted 
I would not attend the looto on those terns. A 
desnltary cenversation then toel^ place ^ in whioh 
the wfaooi^hees, woandotksy and otheK, indifier'^ 
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ently joined ; every one - suggesting something 
according to his caprice or pretensions to sagacity. 
Qne said, that when I came to the looto to re- 
ceive my commission, I must take an oath -of 
fidelity to his Burmhan majesty according to their 
form, otherwise I might play tricks: another said, 
that I should not have pennission to retire until 
the fugitives from Arrakan were delivered up, the 
Governor-General, in his letter, having referred 
them to me on that subject: another advanced, 
that Chittagong, Luckipore, Dacca, and the whole 
of the ' Cassembuzar island, formerly made part 
of the ancient dominions of Arrakan ; that the 
remains. of chokeys and pagodas were still to be 
seen near Dacca, and that they could further 
prove.it from the Arrakan records, and hinted 
that his majesty . would claim the restitution of 
those countries. They repeatedly desired my in- 
terpreter to take back the memorials, and uttered 
a thousand other impertinencies ; in short, their 
outrages against decency and common sense sur- 
passes : conception. The woondock, however, 
touched my interpreter as he was going away, 
and told him apart, that he would make another 
effort, and endeavour to gain over his majfssty ; 
but, I have little dependence on him. They 
would never have dared to have proceeded these 
lengths without the sanction: of a. high authority ; 
for .they are, in fact, but. a set of automatons 
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without either sense or motion, but what they 
derive from the master hand. It is almost in vain 
to conjecture the cause of this sudden change ; f 
call only ascribe it to the intrigues of the Assa^ 
mese party who have pretensions to the throne 
of Lower Assam : . and the young princess having 
pleiised the doting monarch, they have availed 
themselves of her influence to induce him to es- 
pouse their cause, and break with the English ; 
added to the incessant . clamours and intrigues of 
the Mahomedan, Malabar, and other factions, 
who have been continually employed in inflaming 
their thirst for dominion, or exciting their pre- 
judices against us ; well aware, that the dawn of 
our influence must prove destructive to their own. 
How unlike is , this picture to that drawn in the 
laboured periods of my predecessor? where is 
the polish, the intelligence, or faith, on .which he 
delighted to amplify ? But let me avoid the pa- 
rallel, lest indignation should betray me into a 
warmth unworthy of the subject. 

3viy 15. In the morning I sent my interpreter 
to ,the woondock's. It should appear that he is 
either intimidated by his colleagues, or like them 
is equally deficient of sincerity. He now gave 
up all idea of bringing forward my memorials, 
said, we must be content with obtaining my com- 
mission on the terms prescribed above, and getting 
the. regulations, settled by Captain Symes, con- 



finned. He said, ihat in mj memwiail presented 
at Mheglioon, I had proposed tfmt the enemies ef 
tile English shoidd be the enemies <if Ae Burm- 
hmiB^ and fnce ^m>sA ; but that his majesty co«M 
mcH agree to it, at ^fte Biunriians had only one 
anemy, the Siamese, and the EngKA had tiifee, 
tfie Prench, the Duteh, and l^ianiards ; therefore 
it was not a iiEur bargain. This clause in my 
Mhegheon memorial was inserted, at the earnest 
ftquert of the mayhoon, rayhoon, and others, as 
a compliment that would be highly pleas- 
ing to his majesty; and the mhee whoon- 
ghee, but « few days ago, had insisted on the 
absolute necessity of its being renewed, and had 
himself inserted it in the addition to my memorial 
which he dictated at his house. But now every 
thing is a subject of cavil, at the same time Aey 
dare not meet me face to face to discuss their ob- 
jections. He again brought fbiwaid his majeafty^ 
didms on the ancient terrHory of Arrakan, and 
reduced it to the fbni of a demand of half of the 
revenues of Dacca. He requested that I would 
not send Mr. Burnett to the looto to demand a 
formal answer to my 'formef message, atid advised 
flmt I ^hottld by no means apply for leave to 
retire, as it mi^t oifend his majesty. He con- 
cluded wHh requesting I would send him a eUrry; 
yesterday he had a pallam6. As' I wanted to 
close my Bengal letters, rt prevented my sending 
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Mr.BuHtt to Ibe fa#«fi f« Ihad JBlWMlMllbf 
Ibis gieiith9iiaMi'8 «dfioe i« no longer to ba Atr 
tended te. I drnpatched my letters, mod ii) t)ui 
OFBBiDg I rwnt thft wooiuloflk a «u0y, but had 
onhr a jodam 4ii tetura. 

to Ae twendock% to levn if ht had niaito aof 
admnce in mjr buaiiieaB, and to in&nn biHi Ihat 
I nQly waited for the expiintipn of the five da^ 
to.punoie my own refiolutionfi, in casehii endeat 
fours foiled. He infomied Mr. JL thftf he had 
not as yet been able to eflfect any thing> but meant 
to make an .effinrt; agi^n tbii day; aad iCM^e^tod 
that I would have patience for a dajr w Um 
longer. He again areqneated that I would ^ot 
IkSaxk of feqittring loaw to fotire, aa it laigbt be at- 
tended with yaiy bad ^raEsiequenees ; vid^tioii^jf 
advised, that I ^honld ^leeept the fcing'^ tt»inini9r 
abn as Resident 9i Sango<m« laqring. Abftt H 
wonld in&UiUy lead to bis ^gianting all nty iro* 
Quosto. He was more modemte md Sabring in 
bja ^diseoiuso than be had ^yef b^enb^fofo. U% 
bpwafer, jranew/^dtb« aul^ot of the Qurmbun 
olaiMi on Daom. lie, but lowered the da9i8o4 to 
one^anth of the reYoniiw. ile «said it wa« mr 
dent tbst W9 w^fe^ dubious ^ our right* l^y C^p^ 
tain^Symes having «p stxenuowly urg(id th^ build? 
iag^ffft.ohalFoy'OA the N^f 4p marj^ thfit m^ 
ag4b«/boundfiry tetwe^ii^ ^ twp countFie^* H^ 
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the Naaf been the proper bcmndary ; there was no 
occasion for Captain Symes's agitating the sub* 
ject; we had betraiyed our consciousness of our 
want of right by his solicitude on that occasion. 
These arguments shew how necessary caution is 
in treating with this people : every act of com* 
plaisance is cotistnied into fear, and every con- 
cession is but a stimulus to their arrogance and 
insolence. They have publicly said, that 3,000 
men would be sufficient to wrest from us the pro- 
vinces they claim ; and the mhee whoonghee has 
even pledged himself to effect the service with 
that number. I forgot to mention, because it 
sCsarci&ly attracted my notice at the time, that, at 
my last interview with the mhee whoonghee, when 
he was enforcing the necessity of adding the 
article relative to his Burmhan majesty agreeing 
to be friends with the English, ^c, he said that 
his majesty had not as yet consented to admit us 
among the number of his friends ; and that, unless 
he did consent, it was probable, that he and I, 
who were now such good friends, might soon be 
opposed to each other as enemies, in the armies 
of our respective countries. It would be endless 
to state all the impertinencies that have been in- 
directly conveyed to me; every art has been 
essayed to intimidate me ; but the little effect 
attending these efforts has afforded the aggressors 
but little encouragement. The contagion has 
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Spread to our usual visitants, who have deserted 
us thfese seyeial days past. In the course. of 
yesterday I drew up a final address for the mem- 
bers of the looto, and, with great diiSlculty, got it 
translated into the BumUian language. As I hare 
never positively refused to receive his majesty's 
commission, but endeavoured only to evade it, as 
nugatory and embarrassing, yet, as complaisance 
therein may tend to reconciliation, I mean to in- 
form them in the morning, that I have no objec- 
tion to receive it as a preliminary measure. 

July 18. In conformity with my resolution of 
yesterday, I sent my interpreter early in the 
morning to the woondock, to inform him, that I 
had- no objection to receiving his majesty's com- 
mission. He was evidently well pleased with this 
notice ; waived the idea of my going to the lopto 
for it, and told my interpreter, that if he and the 
mewjerry would go to the looto at noon, it should 
be delivered to them ; and added, that I mi^t 
depend on its being followed by a grant of all I 
wished* He also informed him, that a gilt boat 
had been despatehed express, yesterday at noon, 
for the mayhoon of Hunzawuddy, who was ordered 
to repair to court without his fieanily, with all ex- 
pedition, in an express-boat, and that he would 
be here in twenty-five days. As I have ever been 
willing to meet these people half way, whenever 
I have found them disposed to treat me with 
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civility, I determined t6 send my private assistant, 
Mr. Burnett, with an escort of sepoys, and two 
sontabadours, with a silver salved and gold cloth, 
to receive and bring his majesty's commission to 
me. I accordingly sent notice of my inteiition, 
and wi^ itiformed that the court were well pleased 
wttfa this intended respectful mark of my attention. 
At half-past eleven a.m. I sent Mr. Burnett, ^., 
ttf the looto ; the escort, ^'c, was stopped at the 
oUfe^ gate of the palace, and Mr Burnett was 
conducted to the looto; and feated in the line of 
gandoghans, and other inferior oticers of the 
etfurt. They kept him waiting tiU three o'clock, 
wh^ii he tms informed that the commission could 
not be delivered to him ; that I myftelf must ootne 
to the loot(^ to receive it, and to takli an oath of d- 
Ifegiatice to hi$ mkjesty. Previous t# this, the three 
wooiidocks present, offered to take the oommis- 
slota to my*b^se, but to this the mhee whoongkee 
objected, and insisted on the tlfecessiiy of my at- 
t^ddliig in person at the looto. He sent fot my inter- 
preter to say something to him, and he went round 
td ha excellency to hear what h6 hid to say, when 
his excellency said he wished him td fake a message 
to me ; but as I had given Mr. Burnett strict orders 
to bnt^rinto no disOMsion, but confine himself solely 
to the receiving the commission ; he told him, that 
hid ordets confitied him to receiving the commis- 
49lon, and that if it was Hot to be delivered to him. 
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he begged leave to retire. The whoonghee then 
desired, that he would wait a little .and take their 
messenger with him. Mr. Burnett again informed 
him, that his orders were positive, and that he 
most retire. He accordingly returned home im- 
mediately. No messenger came to me, as ex- 
pected, from the looto ; but about eight o'clock 
at night, the mhee whoonghee's confidential writer 
came to my house, and informed me that his eiKcel- 
lency wished to see me at his house for a quarter 
of an hour the next morning. I returned for an- 
swer, that I was sorry I could not do myself the 
pleasure of waiting oh his excellency, as I had 
already been at his house six or seyen times sinee 
his return, without efiect, as he would never listen to 
me, and hardly treated me with common attention. 
July 19. In the morning I sent my interpre- 
ter to inform the woondock, that as the fife 
days were now elapsed I intended sending Mr. 
Burnett to receive the looto's final answer to my * 
message of the tenth instant. He said it was unne- 
cessary sending Mr. Burnett as the court had al- 
ready determined not to lay my memorials before 
his majesty ; and that as to permission for my 
retiring to Rangoon, it would not be granted. My 
interpreter then told him, that having met with so 
indelicate a disappointment yesterday about the 
commission, I had determined not to send again 
for it, but would receive it with every respect if 

X2 
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sent to my house by proper officeis. The woon- 
dock acknowledged that I was justified in this 
conduct, and laid all the blame on the mhee 
whoonghee. He then asked if the whoonghee 
had not sent for me yesterday evening : Mr. Bur- 
nett replied in the affirmative, and informed him of 
>my reply. He rejoined, that he was not surprised 
at my resentment, as he had heard from others of 
his improper conduct ti^wards me ; but added, the 
Resident should not take oflfence at him, as every 
one knows him to be a rude low man, destitute 
t)f politeness. r . 

At half-past eleven a.m. I sent Mr. Burnett 
with the interpreter to the looto, but when they 
arrived at the gate of the pafctce they were refosed 
admittance. After sotne difficidty, the porter per- 
mitted the interpreteHo go to the looto, to give 
notice that Mr. Burneh was waiting at the gate ; 
orders were t^)> giY^ii^r hh admittance. When 
he catne to thei06to, he £^ud only tl\e first woon- 
doc^ there ; l\fi was directed to take his former 
place, ancy desired to sit down. The woondodc 
then tasked him what his business was at the 
lotoo ? He replied, he had a message to deliver. 
The woondock told him, that he had better go to 
the nakhan's house, and. deliver the message to 
him. Mr. Burnett replied, that his business was 
with the looto, and not with the nakhan ; that 
lie came to receive an answer to the menage he 
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had delivered some days before, and to deliver 
another from me. The woondock told him, as the 
court was not yet assembled, and he had not ob- 
tained regular permission to come to the court, he 
had better retire aiid wait till it was formed. While 
Mr. Burnett was seated in the looto, the mhee 
whoonghee's writer, who had brought me the mes- 
sage the evening before, ' came up to him, and in 
an insolent tone of voice asked, why I had not 
waited on the whoonghee agreeably to the intima- 
tion he had given me ? adding that the whoonghee 
had expected me all the morning. Mr. Burnett 
very properly would not permit any answer to be 
given to this insolent interrogation, and retired. 
As to wait in the gate- way would have been rather 
irksome and improper, he went to the house of a 
merchant near at hand, and waited there till he 
saw the pacaam whoonghee (who according to the 
Burmhan etiquette, being first in rank goes last) 
go to the looto ; he then again presented himself 
at the gate, and was stopped as before. An officer 
of the court passing by obtained permission for the 
interpreter to go on to inform the courtof Mr.B.'s 
being in waiting. When he came to the looio, 
the mhee whoonghee in an imperious tone of voice 
called out to the nakhan, that he would not permit 
my interpreter to deliver any message there ; that 
if the strangers had any message to deliver, it 
must be through Moncourtuse the king's trans- 
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lator: he added, I sent for that man, meaning 
me, to come to me this morning and he did not 
attend. He made no offer, however, to . send for 
Moncourtuse, and as he would not permit the in- 
terpreter to speak, he retired and informed Mr. 
Burnett of the mhee whoonghee's orders : he in 
consequence returned home. 

About noon a Mr. Reeves, an English merchant, 
arrived here firom Rangoon with private adven- 
ture, to try the market. He requested permission 
to wait on me to-morrow. 

July 20. In the morning Mr. Reeves, merchant, 
waited on me. He informed me, that h^ h^d had 
a good deal of trouble from the chokeys, notwith- 
standing the mayhoon of Hunzawuddy had given 
him some of his people as a guard, and a passport. 

In the evening, a favourite relation of the king's 
grandson, called to see Mr Keys, ^c, and ex- 
pressed a wish to see me ; however, in the present 
state of my business, I did not think it proper to 
gratify him. 

July 21. His majesty, immediately after his 
return to Amapoorah, issued orders for the cur- 
rency of the pice I brought from Bengal, and pro- 
hibited the currency of silver and lead in the 
Bazars ; but established no rate at which the pice 
were to pass, nor had he coined any, or eyen 
issued the whole of those I brought (one lack,) nor 
provided any medium in the room of the silver 
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currency. Under these circumstances \\^p, peoplp 
were much distressed, and obliged to £9Jj|)stitu4ie 
rice instead of lead for small purchases in the 
provision markets. Privately, silver still cou^nued 
current, notwithstanding the prohibition, f^^d \\ii^ 
officers of government winked at it to prevent the 
stagnation of all business. This forbearance coming 
to the knowledge of his majesty, he this dfty si^s- 
pended the whoonghees frofn the exercise of thefr 
offices, exposed them to the sun in the palace-yard 
from ten till four o'clock, with pieces of silver roi^id 
their necks, and was with difficulty prevailed 
on by their humble subipission to refraip frqp 
severer punishment. He has not however par- 
doned them, and has ordered that the looto ^hftU 
continue shut. The two mayhoons or governors of 
the fort are confined in the fire-house loaded with 
irons ; and the former orders respecting the ciQr- 
rency directed to be enforced with the gre^t^st 
rigour. I understand he is coining rupees a^d 
pice in the palace. 

Jtdy 23. In the morning I sent my interpreter 
to the first woondock to ask his advice, how I 
should convey to his majesty my wishes to return 
to Rangoon ; be told him it was impossible to 
convey a letter to his majesty on the subject, apd 
thfit I must patiently wait the arrival of the m^y* 
boon of Hunzawuddy, who had been sent for ex- 
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press, and was expected at court in twenty days. 
He confirmed the accounts of his majesty's displea- 
sure and punishment of the whoonghees. Fromhim 
Mr. R. also learnt, that the new regulations re- 
specting the coinage were as follows : — For 100 ti- 
cals weight of silver, two and a half per cent, stan- 
dard, delivered into the royal mint, 60 pieces each 
weighing one tical, would be given in exchange ; 
that 20 of the pice I brought from Bengal were 
to be given in exchange for one of those coined 
ticals, or 40 pieces of his majesty's coinage. 
Now supposing the ticals issued from the mint to 
be of the same standard as the silver paid in, or 
2|- per cent worse than pure silver, he will gain 
at the rate of 66|- per cent, on the silver ; and as 
the copper pice I brought cost him only one tical, 
5 per cent; silver, for 81, or 83 for one tical of 
2|- per cent, silver, and he sells them at the rate 
of one tical for 20, his gain on those pice will be 
315 per cent., or in plainer language, the pice he 
bought for 100 ticals, he will sell for 415 ticals. 
His gain on the pice of his own coinage will 
amount to about one-third more ; but if we take 
into consideration the advanced or nominal value 
of his new silver coinage, the profits on the issue 
of the Bengal pice will be enormous indeed. On 
the lack of pice, he will gain 7,318 ticals, five per 
cent, silver, or 8781 sicca rupees, at the rate of 
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598 per cent. This statement will serve as a 
proof of the extreme avarice, despotism and igno- 
lance, which holds dominion here. 

Ten men, principal merchants, have been con- 
demned to lose their heads for paying, and re- 
ceiving, silver bullion as heretofore, contrary to 
his majesty's orders. 

July 24. In the morning I sent my interpreter 
to the engai's whoon, to learn his sentiments 
respecting my situation, Sfc. : he confirmed the ac- 
count of the mayhoon's having been sent for, but 
was in other respects rather reserved, as my inter- 
preter told him his calling was accidental. One 
of my washermen having absconded, I availed 
myself of the occasion to send the interpreter 
to the pacaam whoonghee'^s ; he received him with 
kindness, and promised his endeavours towards 
finding my man. He also mentioned that the 
mayhoon would soon be here, and inquired after 
my health, S^c. The men who were to have been 
executed, have obtained a reprieve at the inter- 
cession of the courtiers ; and the mayhoons of 
Amarapoorah have also been liberated. 

Jtdy 25. In the morning I sent my interpreter 
to the engai's whoon, to request his advice, as to 
the best means of conveying a letter to his majesty, 
to obtain his permission for my retiring to Ran- 
goon. This message brought on a conversation 
respecting late occurrences. He expressed his 
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aomw for the disappointmentB and treatiqent that 
I had experienced, and juromised to oonsult with 
the Enga Tekaing on the sul^ject and let me knovf 
the result Froin the enga's whoon, my inter- 
preter went to the pacaam whopnghee's, to remind 
him of his promise to send men to apprehepd my 
washerman. He received him with great a&bility, 
find entered on the discussion of my business, in 
their loose way : in general, a mere repetition of all 
the idle nonsense which I have so often detailed ; 
l^ut concluded with saying, there were now only 
two difficulties to surmount ; one was the establish- 
ing a chokee oh the Naaf, the other, my taking 
the ofith of allegiance to his majesty. In respect 
|o the first, it is the first time I ever heard of it from 
^hom ci9 a ppint of contest ; and as to the latter, 
4S it has never been proposed to me regularly, I 
have never delivered my sentiments on it. While 
my inte^reter was with him, one of the engai's 
con^dential servants came in, and begmi the old 
j0tory of the encroaching spirit of the English. 
The king's merchant, my visitant, took up the cud- 
gels in our defepce, and eiqKiaed the infiuny and ig- 
nor^peof onr calumniators (the Mahomedans, j^c.) 
with success, the pacaam whponghee joining him* 
He swd, he knew the English were a brave aqd 
faithful people, but that the French were not tp 
bii triisted. De h^d e:^pei^epced their conduct 
9t l^ri^n, fMid bwed his fom to shew were he had 
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been wounded by a musketnbalU when their ships 
attacked the Burmhan camp. The engai'a maa 
confessed, he had received his iotelligehce £qobi 
the Malabars and Mahomedans. 

July 96. In the morning I sent my interpceter 
to the enga*s whoon for his answer to my message 
of yesterday. He excused himself on account 4)f 
the heavy rain which had prevented his seeing 
the prince. He desired he would give his cont- 
piiments to me, and say, that he would consider 
himself much obliged to me, if I would forgive 
Mr. Moncourtuse, pledging himself, for his good 
behaviour in future. As I had no further view in 
the displeasure I had shewn against Moncouv- 
tuse, than to keep him in awe of me, and to prevent 
his mischievous tricks, and as I was happy to 
have an opportunity of fixiqg an obligation on the 
engai's whoon, I therefore determined to acquiesce 
in his request. About eleven a.m. he sent fiir 
my interpreter, and I ordered him to tell tke 
engai's whoon, that I was happy in having an 
opportunity of obliging him ; and notwithsti m di n g 
the just cause I had to be angry with Moncouf- 
tuse, at his instance I would forget all that was 
past, on promise of better behaviour for the futaoe. 
He appealed pleased with this concession, and 
sent Mr. Moncourtuse to me with my interpreter 
whom he desired to tell me, that he would punish 
Mr, Moncourtuse himself in the event of his be- 
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haying ill again. Mr. Moncourtuse presented 
himself with a half-penitent, half-brazen face/ in 
which impudence and conscious guilt were strug- 
gling for the ascendency. I waived listening to 
his defence, and contented myself with cautioning 
him to be more guarded in future, as he regarded 
his own interests and safety. I then detailed to 
him the heads of the several bflfensive measures, 
and follies of the Burmhan ministers, pointing out 
the disgrace which attached to them as a nation, 
for practising them on me, and their pernicious 
tendency. I was very full on these subjects, 
knowing that he would communicate them again. 
I pretended that I had given up all idea of trans- 
acting business with them, and only wanted per- 
mission to retire to Rangoon ; which I desired he 
would request the engai's whoon to obtain for me. 

As I have the strongest conviction, that this 
man has throughout acted in concert with the 
members of government, I may reasonably attri- 
bute his priesent submission to some projected 
change of operations ; but all conjecture is in vain, 
where folly plans, and caprice sways. 

July 27. In the evening Mr. Moncourtuse called 
on me, and informed me that the engai's whoon 
had not yet had an opportunity of speaking to the 
eiigai tekaing, but expected to have some conver- 
sation with him at night. 

I learn that the pacaam whoonghee had repre- 
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sented to his majesty the distress of his people 
for want of a current medium of commerce ; that 
the shops were shut up, and the bazars unsup-. 
plied, and enjtreated that he would permit flowered 
silver to pass current, until such time as a suffi- 
cient quantity of rupees and pice were coined and 
issued from the royal mint. His majesty waived 
the discourse, yet it was hoped he would yield to 
this reasonable request. 

July 28. The hopes entertained yesterday of 
his majesty's permitting flowered silver to be 
current has vanished. On the pacaam whoonghee 
renewing the request this day, he was extremely 
indignant, and forbade him to speak again on the 
subject. Mr. Reeves the English merchant has 
not been able in consequence to dispose of any 
of his goods, although the merchants are willing 
to buy, but have not the means of paying him. 
In the evening Moncourtuse waited on me, and 
informed me from the engai's whoon, that he 
had represented my case to the prince, who in 
reply said, he would not interfere ; that I must 
first apply to the looto, and that when they had 
laid my request before his majesty and his opinion 
was asked, he would then exert his interest in 
my favour ; so that my hopes itom him are no 
more : as I am fully resolved never to give the 
looto another opportunity of insulting me, or to 
hold any interview with them, until they have 
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«ai|rfy apblogiaed fot difeir oondoct tdwards me, 
and therefore I directed Mr. Moncourtuse to in- 
form* the prince, that if any benefit coald arise 
from my yielding, I should not hesitate a mo- 
Mettt ; but I have had too frequent opportunities 
tji observing, that politeness and moderatioii, on 
<ay part only tends to provoke insolence on thteivs : 
and were I to succumb in the least under my 
present circumstances, I am fully comrrnced they 
Would trample on me immediately. The drift of 
MonCourtuse's afqmrent submission is now suffi- 
ciently evident ; they wish to employ him as the 
instrument of humbling me ; but I trust they will 
in this, as well as all their other sagacious pro- 
jects, find themselves disappointed. 

Jidff 39. As I did not choose to rely entirely on 
Moticourtuse's reports, I sent my interpreter this 
morhing to the engai's whoon, who confirmed, 
literally, what he had said. I had ordered my 
interpreter to tell the whoon, that it was impos- 
sible I could comply with the prince's vdshes 
after the treatment I had eicperienced from (iie 
looto. He, notwithstanding, desired him to return 
to me^ and request I would try them once more. 
I, therefore) thought it necessary to terminate 
the question^ by sending him back immediately 
to inform him, that I was positively determined 
not to hold any further communication with the 
looto, let the conseauences be what thev would. 
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He then said he would again speak to the prince. 
Moncourtose sent an excuse this day for not wait- 
ing on me, stating that he was lame and request- 
ing an embrocation for his leg. Ill the erening 
two of the mangles of the boat that came up with 
me waited on me ; they had just arrived with the 
king's duties from Rangoon, and expressed gteat 
happiness in seeing me well. 

Juty 31 . Mrs. Jhansey , wife of the shabunder of 
Rangoon, this morning sent to desii^e to see my in- 
terpreter. When he returned he informed me, that 
she had been sent for yesterday to the palace by 
the king. That when there, the king and first 
qUeen asked her, why the English Resident still 
remained at Rangoon ? afiecting not to know what 
had passed between me and the whoonghees, ^rc 
That she had replied, I was very desirous of re- 
turning to Rangoon, adding, that she believed I 
was much dissatisfied, and stating some of the 
particular insults that had been ofibred to me : in 
conclusion, their majesties commanded her to get 
frotn me a written account of what I wanted. 
I^he told them my several memorials were already 
before the looto, and contained every thing their 
majesties desired ; but they repeated their orders 
to her as above. She, therefore, required to 
know what answer she should return to their ma- 
jostles, when she next went to the palace. I 
directed, that she would present my profound 
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respects to their majesties, and infonn them* that 
I only wanted their pennission to return to Ran- 
goon ; and to add, that if their majesties wished 
to know what I had wanted, they had only to. 
Older the whoonghees to lay my memorials before 
them. She was rery anxious to get a written 
reply, but as I did not altogether approve of this 
extraordinary channel of communication, I did 
not think it proper to comply until more regular 
means have fisuled. Mrs. Jhansey waa the relict 
of a Frenchman who commanded the king's guard. 
Jhansey, who succeeded this man in his command, 
thought it might be useful to his future views 
to become hi^ successor with the wife also, as she 
was possessed of some property, and was also a 
3mall favourite with the first queen ; and he ma- 
nceuvred so well by affecting despair and madness, 
that their majesties in compassion for his suffer- 
ings, compelled the old woman, much against her 
inclinations, to accept of him^is a second husband. 
She appeal^ to be between sixty and seventy years 
of age, and professes the Roman Catholic religion. 
She has been very useful to me since my arrival 
here, in supplying a number of trifling articles for 
my table ; in particular, pastry for Burmham en- 
tertainments. I must confess I should not liave 
thought of employing her in state negotiations ; 
but as their majesties have shewn me the example, 
I shall not be so fastidious as to refuse the good 
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offices even of a pie-woman, when a proper op- 
portunity offers. This day, the funeral obsequies 
of a chief poonghee were performed with great 
state. A great part of the royal fisunily attended. 
In the present situation of my affiurs, I did not 
think' proper to let any of my family attend. 

August 2. As I had not heard from Mrs. Jhan- 
sey, I sent my interpreter to learn the result of 
her mission. She said, that when she waited on 
his majesty, he asked her if she had brought any 
writing from me. She said, no ; and then repeated 
what had been communicated to her. He appeared 
displeased at this, told her she was a fool, that 
he had ordered her expressly to bring my senti- 
ments in writing, and that as she had not done 
so, he had nothing further to say on the subject. 
I also sent to the engai's whoon, who returned 
for answer that he could not say any thing until 
he had seen Moncourtuse ; that he had sent for 
him several times, but that he excused himself 
from attending, by a plea of sickness. He, there- 
fore, requested Mr. Rowland to go and see whe- 
ther he was sick or not. This day his majesty 
was graciously pleased to relieve his subjects by 
permitting the currency of flowered silver. 

August 3. Having determined to keep open 
the private communication with his majesty, I had 
a copy taken of the Burmhan translation of my 
last letter to the looto, and sent it to Mrs. Jhansey 



3SSi JOUBNAL OF A RESIDENCB 

as obtaioed by mj interpreter without my know-^ 
ledge, for his msyesty's satisfieui^tioii. She wanted 
a present to take with it, but that he was in- 
structed to say was impofisible to obtain from me, 
as it must be altogether a private transaction: 
thus satisfied, she promised to deliver it. I learnt 
this day, Ihat the third woondock had been dis- 
missed from his office for accepting a I»ribe to 
acquit smne thievea He is said to be regretted, 
as being npt so corrupt and more lenient than his 
colleagues ; tiiese qualities, however, have, most 
probably, been the means of piecipitating his ruin, 
for the pioverb is reversed here, and honesty is 
not the best policy. la the evening Mr. Mon- 
courtuse called, and my interpreter went with 
him to the enga's whoon*s, who informed 
them, tfaiit he had at length pelrsuaded the mhee 
whoonghee to Uy my nlemorials before his mar 
jesty, and that be would present them as to- 
oaorrow. He desired they would call on him 
Qgain early to-mqrroW morning, and then go to 
the mhee wboonghee's who would inform them 
fufth^r on die subjwt 

Augiut 4. This morning, accotding to^ a|]^int? 
ment, Mr. Moncourttise with my interpreter, went 
to the enga's whooa's^ and, at Im particulwdesure, 
ftom thence to thfl mhee. whoppi^^e'Sw. Wheft 
tb^re, the mhee; whoctnghAe told thepa^. 1^^ tJia 
attentiPQ of the court would be. engng^fi by; 
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eejfemonies relative to flie washing, and his ma- 
jeMy's taking" po^ession, of the white elephant ; 
hxkii when that waa ovei?; he would lay my me- 
tooHals before hi^ loajesty. He then said, that 
thf^ day hia majesty went to see the elephants 
fought, aeTeral of my^ servants were there, and 
th|^ they did not pay pmper respect to his^ ma<- 
jes^y ; .and that one. of them, contrary to their 
l«¥n^, had a musket with him, willi which he sup 
poi^d he meant to do mischief. My intetpreter 
tol|d him, that it was impoasiUe any of my servants 
could have been there with a musket, as none 
of my people were even permitted to take the 
smallest offensive weapon out of the house.« At 
this d9^fence be was violently offended ; said he 
had seen the man himself, and oould not be mis- 
taken. He then ai^ed the interpreter how he 
diar^ presume to come into his compound on 
b^isebaek, or bring his shoes within the gate l 
said, that if he did not tske care his head should 
Itat long be on his shoulders ; that he was a native 
af> the country, and* that his »tuation with me 
j^ould^ not protect him from his vengeance ; he 
concluded with peremptorily ordering him as he 
valued' his head, never to come within his com- 
ppiuid again* as he would not receive any message 
through him *^ that the king had appointed M on^* 
eo^]1vae iatoipreter for the BTnglish, and through 
hini'0nl]r would he receive any messages. My poor 

Yl 



3S4i JOURNAL OF A RESIDENCE 

fellow made the best defence in his power, but 
all he said only tended to irritate the savage the 
more ; his eldest son, who was present, desired 
my interpreter to be silent, and at length soothed 
his father into calmness. As my interpreter went 
to the mhee whoongee, at the request of the enga's 
whoon, who acted in the business by the authority 
of the heir-apparent, I ordered my interpreter to 
wait on him and represent the outrageous treat- 
ment he had received ; to inform him that I was 
extremely offended at this violation of the rights 
of hospitality, and that unless some means were 
adopted to check the violence and folly of the 
whoonghee, it would be impossible to establish 
friendship between the two nations, as it was ap- 
parent, he sought every means in his power to 
involve us in a quarrel. I appealed to him, to say 
what had been my conduct since I arrived at 
court, that I had used every endeavour, consistent 
with my duty, to conciliate the esteem of the 
Burmhan court and people, and that I, and all 
my people had been particularly attentive to this 
very man, until driven away by repeated acts of 
violence ; for he was one of those characters, who 
into:xicated with power and prosperity, trample 
on all rights and spurn at all obligation, illibe- 
rally misconstruing complaisance as fear, and do- 
nations as tribute. He listened very attentively to 
my interpreter, and sorrow and vexation were 
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fully expressed in his countenance: he said he 
was extremely sorry to \etan that the mhee 
whoonghee had so far forgot what he owed to 
his country, and the dignity of his situation ; but 
that he was a man raised from the dregs of society 
by his majesty, and knew not how to behave 
himself; that his conduct in the present instance 
was very brutal, and that he should immediately 
inform the Enga Tekaing of it, and hoped in future 
to prevent my having such just cause for being 
offended ; he entreated that I would overlook 
what was past, and said, he would send for my 
interpreter again to-morrow, and inform him of 
the succelss of his endeavours. 

In the morning a procession passed by from 
the fort, of water carriers, who were going down 
to the river for water to purify the white elephant ; 
these were proceeded by the palace band of 
music, dancers, male and female, and tumblers; 
and the rear closed by woondocks, and a great 
number of the inferior officers of the palace. 
About eleven o'clock they returned in the same 
order. 

August 5. Mrs. Jhansey returned the copy of 
the letter that had been given her under pretence 
of being afraid to deliver it ; but, notwithstand- 
ing her report, I have no doubt it has been seen 
by his majesty. I received a packet of letters 
from Rangoon, with a memorial and address from 
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the merchants thbre, but of an old date. WhU^ 
at dinner bf late, I have shtit Yny dooiB to preTent 
obtniskm ; this evening soibd of the mhee whoon- 
ghee's servants ctoie but were denied admittance. 

August 6. In the itiomibg I corrected the dock 
by solar time, preparatory to aa observation of Ju- 
' piter's satellites, of which t expect to get two or 
three this month. 

In the morning Mr. Moncourtuse ddled, and 
informed me, that by order of the enga's whoon, 
he had been with the mhee whoonghee*s eldest 
son, a young man of some promise, who lA in the 
Enga Tekaing's suite ; and had been otdered by 
the prince to endeavour to conciliate his father 
to my interests. The young man told him that 
he had expostulated with his fiither, and hoped he 
had wrought a change in his mind favoUMible to me ; 
that to-morrow, being full moon and a holiday, 
nothing could be dope, but if he would call on 
Tuesday, he would go with him to his &ther. 
From the solids house he went to the mhee whoon- 
ghee, who asked him if his son had said any thing 
to him: he repeated the directions he had re- 
ceived for attending him on Tuesday : to Which he 
replied, Very well, do as he has ordered you. 

About noon the mhee whoonghee's woo]idiE>ck, 
or lieutenant of cavalry, came^td my bouae. As 
he has ever conducted himself widi moderation 
and propriety, and is the only reapeotable mail 
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tihttt i lOLve seen about the mhoe whoonghee^ I 
WM glad to see him» and reeeiyed him with 
attention. He seemed to haye something to loom* 
municate, but my interpieter being out, I desired 
him to call again in the afternoon. He rettimed 
between three and four o'clock, p.m.» when I de« 
sired him to deliyer what he had to conununioate : 
he now, howeyer, affected to haye called acci- 
dentally to pay his respects ; but I had too much 
reason to suspect his yisit was not accidental, as 
I know that he is not a constant attendant on the 
mbee whoonghee, and neyer employed but on 
particular occasions ; and, as he had once or twice 
repeated, when with me in the morning, that if 
Mr. Rowland, my interpreter, had any thing to 
say, he should tell it to him ; and, that if I had 
any message to send to the king, he would under** 
take to deliyer it. The change in his style lit 
this time I attribute to the polite attention with 
which I had reeeiyed him, as it was eyident from 
the diffidence with which he first a^roached me, 
that he eicpected a different reception. Notwith- 
standing his present reserye, I was resolyed not 
to let slip the occasion of conyeying through hira 
my sentiments o£ the peryerse conduct of the 
Burmhan court, and particular rudeness of the 
mhee whoonghee. My language fluctuated as 
the occasion required, between the extifemes of 
hostility and friendship. I endeayoured to im- 
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press him witii a sense of the destructiye conse? 
quences that must flow from their indulging any 
hostile designs against the English nation ; and 
of the benefits that must accrue to them from our 
fri^idship ; I convinced him I was perfectly in- 
formed of the motives which influenced the con- 
duct of the court towards me, and was highly 
indignant at the treatment I had experienced; 
but, that from the good-will I bore towards the 
Burmhan nation, I was still willing to forget what 
was past, if suitable apologies were made me for 
the insults that had been oflfered. He endeavoured 
to soften me by an aj^al to my good sense, ^c, 
but appeared to be too fully impressed by the 
truth of what I had stated to endeavour to ex- 
tenuate. He added, that from the moderation 
and good- will for his nation which I had ever 
shewn, he hoped that I would not suffer my anger 
against individuals, to influence my conduct 
against the whole ; and that I would have pati- 
ence for a few days longer, when he hoped some- 
thing would be done to satisfy me ; for I had told 
him that I should only wait a few days longer, 
and if I then saw no change of conduct, would 
leave Amarapoorah without ceremony. I gave 
him the Burmhan translation of my last me- 
morial to the looto to read, which he did with 
great attention, and when he returQcd it, said it 
was very just and moderate. He then desired 
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permission to retire, and to call on me occasion- 
ally. 

I have been informed from several quarters 
that the cause of the sudden change of court 
&vour against me, arose, as I suspected, frbm 
the influence of the Assamese party. His ma- 
jesty, at their instance, having renewed his in- 
tentions of placing the &ther of his new mistress, 
who is a great &vourite, on the throne of his 
rival, Seruck Dheo Mah Rajah, sovereign of lower 
Assam ; this man having promised to become his 
vassal, and forward his views on Bengal, How- 
ever wild it may appear, I am well informed that 
the invasion of Chittagong was undertaken with 
serious views of conquest and of penetrating Ben- 
gal by that route: and that the Enga Tekaing, 
prompted by a better genius than in general in- 
fluences them, consulted every intelligent fo- 
reigner on the feasibility of the scheme ; and 
being convinced of the ruinous consequences 
that must flow from the just vengeance of the 
English, he at length prevailed with his father 
jbo desist from the attempt at that time. But it 
is also well known, that he still retains the incli- 
nation to renew the attempt the first favourable 
opportunity, and does not want for prompters to 
stimulate him. 

My forcible representations to the mayhoon 
and rayhoon in March last, undoubtedly put a 
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etop ibr the time to the Aesam expeditioB ; and 
the strong language I have since been obliged 
to use, hl»^kept them ever since wavering in the 
balance. Deficient in judgment to see the whole 
of their danger, and elated with their success 
against the barbarous bordereis of their country, 
yet alarmed at my steadiness and candour, they 
have recourse to procrastination, ihe refuge of 
weak minds ; hoping, perhaps, for some turn in 
the scale of politics, that may afibrd them an op- 
pcMTtunity of gratifying their ambition without in- 
curring the risk of our enmity. 

August 8. In the morning I received a visit 
from the teverend father Louis, an Italian mis- 
sionary. He appeared an intelligent well-bied 
man, spoke French tolerably well, considering he 
has been near twenty-one yeans in this country, 
and mostly at the remote stations of the mission. 
He speaks, reads, and writes the Burmhan lan- 
guid very well ; he answered all my inquiries in 
a very satisfactory manner, and gave me more 
information of the geography of the Burmhan 
dominions, than I had been able to obtain before. 
He staid with me about two hours, was very 
thankfiil for some trifles I had sent him, and 
made a tender of his best services. He is fre- 
quently consulted by his majesty on poitatts of 
chronology and medicine, and is sometimes con- 
sulted on politics : so that if he is sinceie, he may 
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be useliil ; it as been my endeavour to sedire ^m 
firiendshi^ by every atte&tion iki my power, and 
I bi&pe I have «uoiceeded^ After the reverend fk- 
dier had left me Mr. Moncouttuse called, and 
infonned me timt he had waited on the mhee 
w4i»oilghee acieoidbig^ to ap^tttment, and aftet* 
a isiigfat apology for a AeW tie, ilifoitae^ me that 
the lahee wboonghei^ had told him that nothing 
Gouid be done undl the mayhoon of Han«awiiddy 
arrived) and that they expected him in twelve or 
Meen day8« As it aj^peared to mo that tb^ 
whoottgfaee'd son wta not preeent According to 
promise, I asked him, what preveikted his at- 
tending? For this Also a lie wa« ready. The 
Enga Te|:dng was unwell, and he wiks obliged 
to attend him. He added tfiat the whoonghee 
was somewhat more gracious this day, and h)id 
desired him ito tell my interpreter that he forgave 
what was past, and pemiitted him to come to his 
house with Mr. Moncourtuse ; but tiiat he must 
nevter presume to enter his olr any of the whoon- 
ghee's eourt-ya:rdig with his shoes on^ Thus endi 
this act of the farce ; and, just as I expected, for 
when t fiMt learnt they had sent for the mfetyhoon 
I never hoped to bring my business to a conclu- 
sion until he arrived t but as the time of his 
anrival was iso very uncertain, I did not think it 
JHBtifiable to remain idle. He was fiist sent for 
the 15th of last taonth, or twenty-fc^r d&ys te^o, 
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wad might have been up by this time. The se- 
cond despatch for him was sent off by the £nga 
Tekaing, the third of thi9 month, with directions 
to come up immediately, if he wished to see his 
mother befqre she died, as she is said to be very 
ill, and not expected to live many days. It was 
then said he would be up in ten or twelve days, 
as he has a pious affection for his mother, and I 
know that a war-boat can get down in four days, 
and return in eight more ; but five days are now 
elapsed since that despatch, and I i|m now told 
be is expected in fifteen more, so that his arrival 
is still very problematical ; and I am not certain 
whether the mother's sickness is not a story 
trumped up for the occasion. Be that as it may, 
this new breach of promise was sufficient ground 
for doubting their sincerity; I therefore desired 
Mr. M. to tell the enga's whoon, that his majesty's 
ministers had forfeited all credit with me, that I 
no longer wished to treat with them on any terms, 
and only requested he would so far befriend me, 
as to obtain permission for my returning to 
Rangoon. 

The English merchant has not been able to 
dispose of any of his good$i» his treatment and 
&te seemingly depending on mine. 
> August 9. In the morning, I sent my interpreter 
to the mayhoon's mothjer's, to make a tender of 
any medical assistance in our power, and to give 
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him an opportunity of seeing, whether she 'was 
ill or not. He was admitted to her private apart- 
ment, and found her in a very feeble state, but 
better than she had been ; he, however, thinks 
she cannot live long. Both she and her husband 
returned many thanks for my attention, but de- 
clined, as I expected, accepting my offer, f^m 
them he went to the enga's whoon, to deliver a 
message similar to what I had communicated to 
Moncourtuse yesterday. The whoon was just 
setting off for the palace to attend at the cere- 
mony of delivering the white elephants to his 
his majesty (to these ceremonies there is no end), 
he, however, promised to communicate my wishes 
to the Enga Tekaing ; and told Mr, R. that he 
was very sorry that all his endeavours to expedite 
my business had been so inefiectual. But his 
sincerity may be well doubted, for it is easy to 
perceive, they are all acting in confonnity to the 
king's wishes. He has, however, the address to 
disguise his duplicity better than others; one 
of their aims is, I have reason to believe, to 
detain me here till the anniversary t>f the candle 
feast, which takes place the full moon after the 
autumnal equinox; when all the tributary princes 
and great officers pay^ homage to his majesty on 
his throne : and when they intend to gratify his 
pride and vanity, by exhibiting me as one of his 
abject 'vassals, as they did Captain Syines ; but 
in this, perhaps, they may be mistaken. 
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. August 13. I haiFe been obliged to commenM 
a eourse of mercury again, the inflammation in 
my liirer threatening much. This day I confined 
Mr. Burnett's servant for various thefts, and form- 
mg improper connexions. I was disappointed last 
night in my observations on Jupiter's satellites by 
tiM cloudy weather. In- the evening Mr. Mon- 
eouftuse called on me with a message from the 
enga's whoon, informing me that he had had an 
interview with the whoonghee at the Enga Te- 
kaing's, wlwn the mhee whoonghee pmnised the 
prince he would lay my memorials before his ma^ 
jesty, and finally settle my business as soon as 
tfie mayhoon of HuuKawuddy anriwd ; but that he 
eould not do any thing till then, as it was necesh 
saiy' tO' consult him. I understand that the mhee 
wttoon^hee'S! eldest son has been appointed to the 
vacant place of attawhoon in the Enga Tekaiiig's 
household. His iather had told me, when' at 
Mhegfaoon, that he was to have been' appointed 
mayhoon of Arrakan, but I suppose he finds it ne^ 
oessaiy to have him at courit as he has>many'ene«- 
mim. It is a proofs however, at the same time of 
hn influence with his majesty, as tile appointment 
kadi been pimnised to a brother-iuJaw of the may? 
hoon of Hunzawuddy* I was again disa|^inted 
«f my observation this' night by the doudf 
wttather. 
Augutt' 13; This morning S leamtf thid> his' ma^ 



IN THE BUItMHAN BSUfiKf. 996 

jestjF had degraded the paeaam afid somba 
whooBghees, on account of some religious opinions 
respecting the candle feast. The Paeaam whoon* 
ghee has becvp treated with par^cula^ severity ; 
he hfis horn turped out c^ \u& house, aad deprived 
of all th^ insignia of his high rank. On account 
of this pui^ishment, the guards eA the palace-gates 
hfive been reinforced, and a stricter discipline 
ordaiQed. Two seraghdohs, orpoongbee bishops, 
have also been confined in irons. This severity, 
it is sup|x>sed, i4 occasioned by the intrigues of 
tibe mhee wbooifghee, who aspires at the paeaam 
whoonghee's place. The paeaam is a venerable 
wd respectable old man, and a general favourite, 
having filled the office of whoonghee with reputar 
tion ever since the firBt accession of the family of 
Alm-praw tsi the throne. It is.ti^e heis now unfit 
hf the slatian, but his age, and his merits, cerr 
tainly entitle him to an honourable tranquillity. 

After a fair tfial, Mrv Q/s servant being con- 
fMited of various thefts, I pndered him to be pu- 
niahed with one hundred lashes, of which he 
seiceivwl seventy? this aioisning. The Burmhan 
womfiii, who wtts the receiver of part of his 
llbiilder, having absconded, I sent my inteipreter 
t» et>mpiain of her to the enga^s whoon, who im- 
ntdJotely sent qut people to apprehend her. He 
ffonfimed to Mr. B. the information communicated 
to me yeaterdaf by Mr. Monomrtuse. 
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August 14. In the morning my interpreter went 
to the enga's whoon to settle the business of the 
goods, 4^c.j that had been stolen from me ; when 
one of his writers came and told him, that he was 
at the palace when his majesty asked his courtiers 
why I was not dispatched, and gave orders for 
my business being immediately settled ; he, there- 
fore desired Mr. R. to send Moncourtuse to him. 
The mhee whoonghee*s eldest son having sent for 
my interpreter, he waited on him ; when he in- 
formed him, that . the woman, who had received 
the stolen goods from my servant, had fled to him 
for protection, that he would take care to have 
her punished and the articles returned; he, 
therefore, requested I would prosecute the busi- 
ness no further. He and his wife further said, 
that they were afraid I was offended with them, 
as I had not lately sent to them ; he assured them 
it was by no means the case. They then desired 
he would call on them more frequently, as they 
should be happy to render me any service in dieir 
power. I also sent my interpreter to inquire after 
the health of the mayhoon's mother ; she returned 
her thanks^ and said she was much better, and 
expected her son in two or three days ; thiee 
several boats having been dispatched for him. 
While my interpreter was absent, I had. sent for 
Moncourtuse, and ordered him to go to the enga's 
whoon, and inform him, that I was fttUy deter- 
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mi tied to wait here no longer than the present 
week, and that if permission was not granted me 
to retire in that time, I should go without further 
ceremony ; at the same time I had not heard of 
the palace report. In the evening he called on 
me on his return from the enga's whoon, and said, 
he had received orders from him to go the next 
day to one of the attawhoons of the palace, to 
learn the truth of the report. I was again disap- 
pointed this day of a view of Jupiter. 

August 15. Mr. Moncourtuse called this morning 
about ten o'clock, on his way to the enga's whoon ; 
according to appointment, my interpreter went 
with him ; but when they arrived at the whoon's, 
he was asleep. These people are the most irre- 
gular in their hours, as in every thing else, of any 
men that I ever met with. In the evening, Mon- 
courtuse pretended lameness, so that, I suppose, 
the enga's whoon was not serious when he desired 
him to wait on the attawhoon. In the evening it 
was irumoured, that a Chinese ambassador had 
arrived, with a woman for his majesty's seraglio ; 
and that we were to have an audience at the same 
time. These rumours have been frequently cir- 
culated, to try what effect they would have on 
me, but I have uniformly treated them with 
contempt. 

August 16. In the morning I received a visit from 
tHe' reverend Father Louis: Mr. Keys, at my re- 

z 
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quest, had supplied him with some medicines, aad 
the chief purport (or rather pretence) of his visit 
was to obtain directions for the ^>plication. A 
low native Portuguese, who calls himself one of 
the king's bombardiers, but particularly attadied 
to the service of his grandson, came with 
him ; and the padre wanted to have him present 
at our conversation. I thought I perceived a 
change in his manner this time ; he said, he had 
not seen the king, or the Enga Tekaing, aod 
could not go to them unless particularly sent for. 
He informed me that the king was desirous of 
complying with my wishes, but that the prince, 
influenced by the many incendiary reports, had 
strongly advised his fieither tiot to admit of my 
residing in the country. He also said, that a 
report prevailed, that the disbanded troqps were 
ordered to be reasembled, and that it was gene*- 
rally understood, that an expedition of conse- 
quence would be set on foot immediately after 
the rains; but that the object was unknown* 
He told me, he waited on me to take leave, as he 
meant to quit Amampoorah in three or four days. 
This surprised me a little, because he had pro- 
mised at our last interview to remain here a 
month, or until I went to Rangoon, and would 
use his best endeavours to forward my views; 
this I mentioned to him, when he said he would 
willingly stay if he could be of any service to 
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me ; in consequeiice I told him plainly, that if 
he would effect an interview between the Enga 
Tekaing and me, so as to do away his prejudices, 
2 wodbd reward him handsomely for his trouble. 
He disayowed all pecuniary views on his own 
part, but said, if I would enable him to fee certain 
offioers, he would use his best endeavours in my 
behalf; he then left me. After he was gone, I 
leamt that he had been several times at the pa- 
Iace> and I supposed had his orders. 

Arrived a Mr. Lane, a Rangoon trader: he waited 
on me in the evening, but had nothing particular 
to inform me of, having left Rangoon a few days 
after Mr. Reeves. I fear he has come to a bad 
market, as the latter has not yet been able to do 
any business; and, it is generally understood, 
that government has interfered to prevent it 
Mr. Moncourtuse has not appeared this day ; the 
stolen dog, and a piece of cachedas has been re*- 
Mored, agreeably to the mhee whoonghee's son's 
promise. 

Av^^ 17. This morning Moncourtuse called 
on me, and pleaded lameness for his absence. He 
asked, if he should call on the attawhoon ? As the 
time was past when it might have been useful, I 
told him it was quite indifferent to me whethet 
he went or not ; and that I did not consider him 
as acting under my directions in the business. 

August 18. Last night a rich Bunnhan was be* 
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headed by order of his majesty; his body ex- 
posed, and his property confiscated. A party of 
Chinese, with presents from a frontier province, 
have arrived, and the sheradoghee, who came up 
the river with me, and was sent on an embassy 
to China in April last, has returned with them. 
It appears, or rather, it is said, he was prevented 
proceeding by some insurrection in China. 

This day the nakhan of Rangoon arrived in nine 
days ; the people of his boat say, that the boat 
dispatched from hence for the mayhoon the 16th 
of July last, had got no further than Prone ; the 
boat that was despatched by the Engai Tekaing 
the 3rd inst., they saw at Pagain ; and the last 
boat, a little below Keouptooloung ; so that they 
have been purposely delayed. The nakhan brought 
a present of a white deer for his majesty, and the 
government's statement of a cause lately decided 
at Rangoon against an Armenian merchant^ Aga 
John, lately deceased, the heir intending to appeal 
to the king. 

August 20. In the morning I sent my interpreter 
to make a last effort with the attawhoon of the 
palace, to deliver a letter from me to his majesty ; 
but both of those he saw positively Tefused, say- 
ing, that they dared not. One of them said, his 
majesty's sword is too sharp ; you see a rich man 
was beheaded but yesterday without committing 
any fiiult. He then stated his case ; the uhfor- 
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tunate . man had been renter ' of 'a consideralile 
district, and amassed wealth by oppression ; com- 
plaints were lodged, he was tried, found guilty, 
mulcted, and declared incapable of serving his 
majesty, who ordered him to retire from court, 
and never appear before him again. Unfortu- 
nately for him, his ambition would not permit 
him to remain quiet in obscurity; his wealth 
enabled him to find patrons, and through them he 
twice petitioned his majesty for permission to 
reside at the capital, and be enrolled as one of 
his merchants; these petitions were rejected. 
He, notwithstanding, persevered to a third 
attempt, and to ensure success, offered a consi- 
derable bribe to one of his majesty's favourite 
daughters to present it, which she undertook. 
The king, on receiving the petition, was extremely 
enraged, and exclaimed, I have repeatedly or- 
dered this villain not to presume to approach me ; 
let him be immediately apprehended and confined. 
This order was given at four o'clock in the even- 
ing, and immediately executed. The man, too 
late dreading the effects of his majesty's wrath, 
immediately began to scatter his wealth among 
the royal family ; money and jewels were sent to 
all such as were supposed to have influence ; the 
bribes were received, and he was told not to suffer 
any apprehension ; however, at seven, the same 
evening, his majesty ordered that he should be 
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beheaded, and his property confiscated. The 
sentence was immediately carried into execution, 
and the myrmidons of the palace took possession 
of his property. His body is exposed abote 
ground, pinned to the earth, where it is to rot; 
the king's doctor cut off the tip of fais nose, ears, 
lips, tongue, and fingers, which, with some of bis 
blood is to form a compound in some medicine of 
wonderful efficacy in ensuring longevity, and 
prosperity to those who are so happy as to obtain 
a portion of it from his majesty's bounty. This 
is one of the palace nostrums, of which there are 
many others equally mystic in the preparation, 
and wonderful in the operation ; these his majesty 
occasionally dispenses to the credulous multitude. 
The fall of a rich man proves a source of revenue 
beyond the amount of his immediate assets. His 
books are carefully examined, and all whose 
names are there entered, whether the account has 
been settled or not, are sued for the full amount 
of the entry, and are obliged to pay the demand, 
without daring to demur or question the legality 
of the action ; and names are often inserted on 
the occasion. My cash-keeper is among the suf- 
ferers on this ; his name is down for 600 ticals^ 
which he solemnly declares he paid near two 
years ago ; and many other merchants in town have 
been charged in sums proportioned to their sup- 
posed fortunes. Exclusive of these mulcts, t^e 
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defiinct was found possessed of cash to the amount 
of 4O9OOO ticals: and jewels and merchandise 
amounting to as much more. The principal part 
of this sum the king, it is said, has given to his 
favourite grandson. I have this day hired four 
boats to carry myself and servants to Rangoon, 
and paid half the hire in advance. In the evening 
I received a packet from Rangoon, containing a 
letter from Madras, advising me of the projected 
expedition against Manilla, and the failure of 
Lord Malmesbury's negotiations. 

September 5. A conspiracy, in which the mhee 
whoonghee • and his sons are deeply implicated, 
has just been discovered by the confession of 
one of the conspirators : their plan of operation 
was, that when he had marched with the army 
to the hills, about a day's march, he was to 
make a signal, and then the conspirators in the 
fort, ^c, were to arm themselves and followers 
fiom his magazine, and set fire to the city in 
various quarters. This was to be a signal for 
him to return and complete the business. This 
confession was immediately communicated to his 
majesty, who gave orders for the mhee whoon- 
ghee's being seized and his house searched. 
The arms ^ere found as reported, and the same 
confession extorted from several others of the 
Qonspijsitois : among the rest was my acquaint- 
ance the young chobi^a and his companion. 
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The young chobwa was severely, tortured and 
confessed, that when drunk » the mhee whoon* 
ghee had sworn him to join his party ; I have 
often warned this young man of the danger at- 
tending hid dissolute courses, and constantly re- 
used indulging him in the least when he came 
to my house ; in consequence he had not been 
near me for a month past; the last time I saw 
him. he came to ask my advice respecting a fisir 
mily feud : hi& wife and he had quarrelled, she 
had left his house in consequence, put herself 
under the protection of the Enga Tekaing, and 
insisted on being divorced. I adviaed him to 
settle the matter amicably, but he did not seem 
to approve of my advice ; and I have since heard 
that they were divorced ; and if I am not much 
mistaken . she has been the mediate, if not the 
proximate cause of his ruin, and of the plots 
being discovered. It is a part of the Burmhan 
policy to give young ladies of the court in mar- 
riage to the heirs of the chobwas and other great 
subjects, with a view to secure their fidelity, or 
report their defection or mal-practices. For this 
purpose the queen mother, the queens, and prin- 
cesses, take the daughters of the courtiers under 
their protection, and educate them in their re- 
spective palaces ; a plan which the parents readily 
agree to, as affording a certain provision for their 
daughters. The lady above alluded to, is the 
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dttiighter of a decisased wh6onghee, edticated in 
the Enga Tekaing's palace, and given by him in 
marriage to the young chobwa, who was under 
his particular patronage. She is a sitiart, sen- 
sible, little woman, and it Would have been happy 
for him had he been more attentive to her; but, 
exclusive of his drunkenness, he had a dozen con- 
cubines in different parts of the town. But 'to 
return from this digression; when the mhee 
whoonghee was brought before his majesty and 
confronted by his sons, he confessed his having 
erred in amassing such a quantity of arms without 
acquainting his majesty, but professed they were 
intended to be used only against his enemies, 
and denied every other part of the aeciisatibn. 
It is said, he was severely tortured by ligatures 
on. his limbs, and beating him over the breast, 
joints, shins, and back, with a bar of iron ; but 
without effect ; and that he was afterwards loaded 
with irons, and confined in the palace prison. 
His sons also were subjected to the same treat- 
ment, and every suspected person apprehended 
and confined in various prisons. The enga's 
whoon has been appointed generalissimo, and 
taken command of the new levies, ^c. 
' September 6. Yesterday being full moon, and 
held holy by the Burmhans, prevented any thing 
being done in the aflhir of the conspirators, ex- 
cept precautions against surprise or riots. Horse- 
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pen patKoled the streets nt night, i^id the iabtk- 
l;»itants kept quiet within their houses, trrail^iug 
for the oonsequences ; so that after dark, the city 
was as still as a desert. I also thought it neces- 
sary to bring my guard and senrants into my 
house, and shut the doors at night. This daj^ 
however, it was expected that the prisoners 
would be executed ; I, therefore, sent my inter- 
preter into the fort to collect intelligence. On 
his return he informed me, that his majesty hisd 
granted the mhee whoonghee and his party their 
lives, nt the intercession of the queen mother; 
that his irons had been taken off, but that he was 
still in confinement The Enga Tekaing, and 
the rest of the princes of the blood, violently 
opposed his majesty^9 clemency ; and it was still 
doubtfol what would be the result of their oppo- 
sition^ The reasons assigned for his majesty'19 
clemency are, that this man was brought up with 
him from his inflmcy, they were play-foUowoi, 
and educated together, he being a fovourite slave 
in his majesty's family ; this early attachment 
was further cemented by his fidelity to his 
majesty when in great distress durii^ the 
reign of the late Ching Housa. It is said that 
Ching Housf^ being jealous of his miyesty, de- 
prived him of hb patrimonial estate, and all hip 
slaves aqd property, and confined him the IM 
three years of his unfortunate reign in a mew 
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famise at Chegham; forbidding his nibjects to 
shew him any respect or attention. Yet at the 
risk of his life, the mhee whoonghee priimtelj 
supplied him with money and provisions during 
the whole of that time, and was afterwards a&^ 
tively instrumental in advancing him to the throne. 
The remembrances of these fkithftil services had 
induced his majesty to pardon him on two former 
occadons, that he had been led out for execution 
for drunkenness, and to which he now owes a 
third escape. 

Another relation is, that in addition to the above, 
this man with three other associates, were a prin^ 
cipal means of his majesty's present elevation ; 
and that after he was quietly fixed on the throne, 
he had allowed them to fix their reward, and they 
had, in consequence, exacted an oath from him, 
that he was, on no pretence, to take away their 
lives. Sometime afterwards, one of them having 
offended his majesty, in the heat of passion, he 
had ordered him to be put to death ; but had suf- 
fered so much since from remorse, that it is 
thought he will never consent to this man's pu* 
nishment further, than by deprivation of office 
and fortunes. There is nothing improbable in 
these relations, and I have heard them fiom such 
various quarters, that I have little doubt of the 
authenticity of the facts; but there Is another 
motive which appears to me as more strongly in- 
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fluencing his majesty. Tlie mhee whoonghee, 
fipom whatever cause, was intrusted with ' more 
power than any other man in the empire; his 
will was law without appeal ; he was generally 
detested, and as much feared ; clownish and brutal 
in his manners, and depraved in his appetites ; 
not' remarkable for talents of any kind, except 
those of abjectly cringing to his majesty, and his 
fevourite children, S^x. ; hence, therefore, his 
majesty's partiality : he was a necessary engine 
for a despotic government ; his vices, and * low 
origin, perhaps, were considered as a security for 
his fidelity ; his dependence resting solely on his 
master's protection, who made him the stalking- 
horse to screen him from the odium of occasional 
severity, or other unpopular measures ; and op- 
posed him as a counterpoise to the power and 
ambition of his children. Whoever searches the 
annals of tyranny, will find that a policy of this 
kind is always among the wretched shifts of des- 
pots; and, it is more than probable, that the 
avowed enmity of the royal family, especially of 
the heir-apparent will secure his impunity, if not 
occasion his reinstatement. In the evenings I 
went to examine if my boats were ready, and 
found them sufficiently so, to admit of embarkii^ 
the remainder of my baggage. I mean, however, 
to i^uspend my preparations a day or two, to see 
what will be the effect of this revolution, especi- 
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ally as it is confidently said that the mayhoon will 
be here in a day or two ; although, I must confess^ 
I have but small hopes of success. The mhee 
whoonghee was certainly my ostensible enemy, 
but I doubt much whether he was not secretly 
encouraged by the master-hand. I have heard, 
that. when the news of my arrival was first* re- 
ported to his majesty by the mayhoon, he called 
a council of his principal officers, who were una- 
nimous in their opinion that an alliance with the 
English .would tend to his majesty's honour and 
advantage, except the mhee whoonghee ; who 
was uniformly in opposition, until after his public 
interviews with me at Mheghoon, where it ap- 
pears my conduct pleased him so much, that oq 
his joining his majesty at Keounmeoun, he was as 
loud in my praise. In consequence, his majesty 
took an opportunity, in full court, of reproachuig 
him for his tergiversation, sneeringly adding, I 
suppose the Resident has fee'd you well for thift 
conversion. Piqued at the severity of this re^ 
proof, he has ever since secretly been my enemy; 
and availed himself of the first plausible pretence 
of egain opposing me openly, and this I have ex^ 
perienced in all its bitterness ; and, as it has been 
totally undeserved on my part, it certainly tendd 
to confirm this report. My situation is truly disr 
tressing, exposed to the brutal insults of a lawless 
people, under < circumstances totally unprovided 
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for, destitute of the eneourag^iieiit and a{^»o- 
priate instmctiokis from my ein|doyeis, 18,000 
rupees in adyance for the service, without the au- 
thority or ceitainty of reimbuisemeiit, aad ahnost 
destitute of hope of success, the consciousness of 
having deserved it is my only support. 

September 7. I understand that his majesty has 
sent off fresh couriera to lamai, to inquire into the 
tnith of the Siamese being in force there ; as the 
former intelligence was brought by a servant of 
the mhee whoongfaee*s, and is now supposed to 
be fiibricated to afford him a pretence for raising 
«n army ; on the report of these couriers his fieite, 
it is said, depends. He is still kept in the palace 
prison, his majesty being apprehensive that the 
prinoes would have him secretly put to death weie 
he exposed to their violence. Two men were 
•executed this day for murder. I heard that Ihe 
Inayfaoon has arrived at the last chokey, Keoup- 
tottloung, and ordered a boat to be hired, as I in- 
tend sending my interpreter to congratulate him 
on his arrival, Sfc. 

Sksptember 8. I sent off my interpreter early in 
the morning to meet the mayhoon, and deliver to 
him a letter. About twelve a.m. he returned, the 
mayhoon having arrived with his fieunily at the 
ghaut ; he informed me that the mayhoon had re- 
ceived him very kindly, and expressed great sor- 
row fior the insults I had received, ^ding, it was 
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my own fault, as he had warned me against staying. 
He apologized for his countrymen, by . saying, 
they were totally ignorant of the customs of Eu- 
ropeans, and knew not the advantages that were 
to be derived from their friendship, or danger to 
be apprehended from their enmity ; and diat the 
king was so absolute, that the few Mrho knew 
better were afraid to speak to him. The mhee 
whoonghee, he said, had solemnly promised him 
to do my business ; but there was nothing further 
to be said of him, and he must now begin every 
thing anew. In my letter I had requested of him 
to obtain his majesty's permission for my return- 
ing; to which he replied, on reading it. No, no, 
he must not go away in that manner ; tell him I 
request he will have a little patience, and, in a 
few days I hope to be able to rectify former mis- 
takes." On the whole my interpreter informs me, 
that he appeared sincerely interested in my weU 
Cure, spoke of me with the familiarity of settled 
friendship^ and expressed a great desire to see 
me ; in all which, his wife, who has a large in- 
fluence, as before noticed, joined. My presentis 
to their children had also deiused them to remember 
016. In the evening, about four o'clock, he and 
his family went to his house in the fort. Not- 
withstanding these favourable assurances, I shall 
not be suiprised to find him fall in with the court 
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measures so soon as he learns his- majesty's sen- 
timents. 

September 9. In order to maintain the fevonndile 
prepossessions which my fonner attenllons to the 
mayhoon's wife and children seem to have esta- 
blished, in his mind, I sent her this morning a 
very . handsome present, and the children a de- 
canter of .Hoffman's coloured comfits. I learnt 
this day that the mhee whoonghee's friends had 
sent a war-boat with valuable presents to the may- 
hoon, a day or two before he. arrived, to engage 
his interest in behalf of the mhee whooi^ee; 
and, that it. is supposed he had interceded with 
his majesty for him, as he and his sons were re- 
leased from their confinement. This day he was 
restored to his appointment and former power. 

September 10. In the morning I sent my inter- 
preter to the enga's whoon, pacaam whoonghee's, 
and, mayhoon's : the two former confirmed the in- 
telligence of yesterday respecting the mhee 
whoonghee ; and told my interpreter, that he need 
not trouble himself in coming to them now, as 
the king had ordered that every thing relative to 
the strangers, should be left to the entire manage* 
ment of.the mayhoon. The mayhoon told him, 
that he wished much to see me to have some se- 
rious conversation; but that he was so continually 
called for by the king that he was. afraid of 
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appointing a time for meeting for fear of interrup- 
tion ; and, that so soon as he could get a spare 
day he would send to inform me ; he hoped in a 
few cbys to settle my business to my satisfaction ; 
that yesterday when he was at the palace, he took 
his writer with him, to^ write down and send off 
immediately to the looto any orders his majesty 
might give respecting me ; that, after some time, 
his majesty had said, '^ The Resident has been wait- 
ing here a long time." To which he replied, **Yes, 
my lord ;'* and was in great hopes his majesty would 
have proceeded, but unfortunately he did not; 
the discourse turned on sky-rockets: his majesty 
having cut down a very large tree when at Keoun- 
meoun, with an intention of making the largest 
rocket that had ever been seen, capable of holding 
2,000 or 3,000 viss of powder ; and now offered 
as a reward, apiece of silk, to any one who would 
undertake to bore it for him, and then the codrt 
broke up. However, he did not despair but that 
his majesty would again think of me in a few days 
more. He then asked Mr. Rowland why I had 
not been to the looto to receive my commission? 
Mr. R. told him he believed it was because a 
proper place was not assigned me ; to which he 
rejoined, that the looto was a public court for the 
great officers of state, and that no respect foreper- 
sons would be shewn there ; and that it was ab- 
solutely necessary for me to go as a private person ; 
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he had done so, and every other oflKcer in the 
Burmhan doitainions. He requested that I would 
be advised by hms su^d receive the .commissions 
when I. might leave Amarapoprah, ajid he would 
take care to send afitet me evety grt^9t I might 
require. TTiuft easily do- these people .reeoncile 
to themselves every absurdity that they have once 
admitted into their scheBSbe^ of polioy \ In^brdgr to 
degrade me I am to b^ niade. a Burmhan,. that is« 
to receive a eonf mission » and take an oath of al- 
legiance, by which I make myself amepfeible to 
their laws, or rather, caprices ; at the same time 
deriving no power or advantage by holding such 
commission. And thus easily do they suppose, 
that I am to forget all the mortifications and in^ts 
I hdve received ; but let the risk be What it will, 
I will convince them of their error b0(6tc I leave 
this place. Yesterday the princd of Prone sent 
for Mr. Reeves, the Eoglish merchant, to bring 
him some goods he wanted to look at, the latter 
demurred until he shoAld have my permission. 
I directed^ biiA to indulge the prince. Or any others 
of the royal family^ as far as was consistent with 
his interest. He aiscordingly Irent thid day, and 
carried fin^v^ral ^ides for sale with him. He 
was permitted t(>^widk with his sho6s to the ladder; 
but no mat being.placed for him to ait on, he 
spread his handkerchief, saying, he ^^as not ac« 
customed to sit on the bare floor. The princess 



jtreiu^turefr oQtoia^d in cheapening the vticles thp 
piiQce wapted^ Qaoiely, sonie glaie qifickaUvered 
globes.; and wfi&tiog to Jyeat him down, Mr. H. 
told him he was an Englishutan^ aqd had.biit OQe 
.price,, which ^he had ajbre^y fixed, but that tkfi 
whole amouot wovld bebut an a gmiii of sapdjo 
the prince ; aad that if he thought he would do hiqi 
the honour to accept of them^ he wpuld giyetheni 
with, pleasure : to which the prince somewhat 
smartly replied, he had nothing to do with these 
things, he left it to hi^ treasurer; who then agreed 
&r the price of eight globes* and paid the sum- qf 
150 ticals : the watches an,d other articles were 

too expensive. After thi^ import^t business was 

« 

despatohed» Ihe prince retired to an inner apart- 
ment and sent for Mr. Reeyes. He was surrounded 
by his wives and family^ and Mn Reeves was in*- 
dulgi^d with perpiission to set with his back against 
the wall, and strietch his leg^ out ; and had the 
high honour conferred on him of beiqg permitt^ 
to drink in the prince's presence ; for complaining 
of thirst, the prince prdeied him water in a golden 
€iAp. While here, the prince and th;e ladies asked 
him a number of questions ; comipissioned him to 
.pEOOure thenxm^y airticles, and even qfiered to 
pay him the nkoney ifi fidvance. On the whole, he 
imy% the prince's conduct was correct and polite: 
he asked him only one siUy question, and that 
was^ ,wh6their he could not get a, glass for him, 

S A 9 
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that would shew, a person naked, when they had 
clothes on ? He said itiat when his uncle took 
Siam, he got one at Baukock. Mr. R. asked him 
if he had seen it : this question he declined an- 
swering directly, but insisted on the &ct. Mr. 
Reeves observing one of his children ill of the 
boss and worms, he asked if they had no medicine 
to cure the complaint ? The prince said no, and 
expressed a wish to procure some ; upon : which 
Mr. R. recommended his applying to the Resident 
for his surgeon, who he said he was sure would 
be happy to render him any service in his power; 
but to this no reply was made. Mr R. also took 
an* opportunity of mentioning how much he had 
been distressed by the want of. a currency here, 
but to this remark the prince also was silent. 
They kept him four or five hours and were then 
unwilling to let him go, and ordered him to return 
again to take a particular account of their com- 
missions ; he says, the prince's house was very 
clean and neat, and what he saw of his furniture 
and utensils suitable to his dignity. 

September 11. Late last night an illegitimate 
favourite son of the king, named Momutza, sent 
for my interpreter ; on his return I learnt it was 
to beg a spaniel puppy of me. As I have em- 
braced every opportunity of gratifying the royal 
family that has occurred, I therefore sent him the 
dog, and a few trifles also for his mother, who is 



m THB BURMHAN EMPIRE. 357 

a&Toitfite concubine. They appeared much j^m* 
tified by my attention, and in the course of the 
morning returned me a present of two small ele- 
phants' teeth, for which I had to pay as usual by 
giving something to foiir servants who brought 
them. I was {leased, however, by the promp- 
titude 'of this return, as I have long been unused 
to the slightest mark of civility. 
• September 12. As I had not heard from the may- 
boon yesterday, I sent my interpreter to him this 
morning: he had nothing new to conmiunicate, 
hut desired I would send him a fbw lines re- 
questing leave to quit Amarapoorah. I therefore 
immediately sent him the memorial and trans- 
lation which the whoonghees had refiised to re** 
ceive, as conveying a full account of what had 
passed, with my wishes: this he received and 
promised to. lay befc^ his majesty; he made the 
same apology as before for not appointing a time 
for seeing me. . In the evening, the boat mangies 
having behaved insolently to me, and endea- 
voured to extort a further advance, I lodged a 
Qomplaint against them with the mayhoon, and 
had them confined in his house. 

I received a letter this day from Mi*. Lane, 
trader, representing the oppressive usage of the 
government of Rangoon to him. 

^S^ptcmber 13. In the morning I sent my inter- 
preter to prefer miy complaint against the man* 
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gie9, 'hut iliey h«d managed to make tk« may*' 
boon's mite • their satmeswr ; he therefore re^ 
qifestdd I would oveiioi^ dieir oflhhee for this 
tyme« H& aihewed my' ioterpreter Ae state of 
eonfiiaion bia hoii88'!«ms;iii; so as to be uaflt to 
receiTe m6 there ; he .tfanrefinre teqiieated that tbe 
intenriew might tlike .place Dsr bobrd bis boat, and 
sent to have it pire|iaied . for the ocoasidn, and 
promised to send 'me iraid lAen he Wodld be 
able to moot me. The r pvetente * was plausible 
eno^gbi Mid akhough ia strietness he ought to 
haire Yl6ited< me ; yet ' m the present state of 
tbiQgSt I thought it' meat pmdent Co wave punc- 
tilio^ as the only -means . of . ooming to' an expla- 
nation with these way^i^ard people.* 

Slej^amb^r 14i. The mliyfaoon sent an apology for 
not sdeiajgnie this day,; as he and his wife wele 
sutambned to the pftlace, wMi their presents ; but 
he hop«d it would aflfocd him an opportunity, of 
saying somethhig to his majesty/ in fiivour of my 
business. . . . . .v 

Septembeif 15. Baily tntheniohiitig, Mr. Keys 
waited on theengaPs wlioon; by jMvticular request, 
to prescribe something for d pain iii'his>^ar. 

Abbut a qoarter bi^fore ten a.m.-* the Mayhobn 
sent me word, that he would, be gliid^fi> see me, 
at his boat, and a.litdo after psased'^byftom the 
fort. About ten, i followed him aoebiillpanied by 
Mr. Keys. His boat was very ^(jkicently prepared,. 
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And chairs plac^ fot 419, one on each hand ; he 
being seated mtii hid bac& to the stem, within a 
little rcdAed ^itisibik; a piece of state parade, 
which he ^id not assnme, on either of my former 
visits. [ He rosfe to teieeive m^, and Wcls cheerful 
and afihble. After the \isntil^ compliments, he 
asked me why I would nbt r^eei^e his majesty's 
cdmmission ; that williotit it I should not be ref- 
spected, or have anf power, ^Ci ^c: 1 told him, 
i hadiiever refused to receive his niajesty's com- 
mission, that it had Aever been regularly tendered 
io me, nor did I even now knew the full purport of 
it,as suchcotaimis^ons were unnecessary for persons 
in my situation : permission to act under the 
icommi^ions we hold frotti our governments, and 
orders t6 the ministers, generals^ govemors, .^c, 
to i^pect us, and forward our addresses to court, 
being all we required. I must therefore now ask 
his excellency, what was the reld int6dt of the 
commission ?. should I, by receiving it, su)]ject my* 
self to the authority of 'the government? He said 
no, his majesty very well knew, I could not be 
subject to the Bunrihan laws, but thstt while i 
officiated in his dominions, I must act under his 
commisiiion; I then asked, supposing I agreed to 
receiving the commission, on the above terms, 
what was next ta be done ? He said I must go to 
the looto, (where a place would be appointed for 
mc ; but could not, or would not, specify the 
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exact bituatioa.) I was there to receive the com- 
^mifisioii, and then go to one of the pagodas in the 
, fort, where I was to take the oath of fidelity to 
his majesty, according to the Bunnhan form, and 
then returui and immediately afterwards proceed 
to Rangoon. He exerted all his power of rhetoric, 
to convince me of. the necessity for taking this 
oath, and to reconcile me to it, in particular, he 
repeatedly urged, that the Burmhans would always 
suspect my haying sinbter designs against their 
country, unless I took it. I most confess this case 
of the oath puzzled me extremely. On the one 
iiand, I knew of no precedent in point, or the extent 
to which they might apply it, or how to reooijcile 
it with my allegiance to my own soyereign, and 
duty to my employers ; on the other, I saw the 
mayhoon had success in this point so much at 
heart, that I wished on every account to oblige him ; 
and at the same time, was fully aware of the ne- 
cessity of eradicating the jealous prejudices of the 
court against us, by every testimonial of good faith. 
I, therefore, determined to use this concession, as 
a means of obtaining the concessions I wanted 
from them : and as I can have no motive herein, but 
the advancement of the interests of my country, 
I trust this deviation wiU stand excused* It would 
have been no difficult matter to have confounded, 

• • • > 

if not couvin^d, my opponent ; but as I was not 
aiguing for victory, but merely to leave the matter 
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doubtful, and oiake my ooncessibn of the more 
.value, I pushed it no further thim necessaiy. 
«Our discussion was carried on with perfect good 
temper ; he seemed perfectly willing to be pleased, 
and efleet his purpose by persuasion ; and I exerted 
my best endeavoun to preserve his good opinion. 
About eleven tea was served, and as I had indulged 
him with a full hearing at the eopmiencement, I 
now requested a patient hearing on his part, which 
very much to his credit, he gave me, without any 
unnecessary interruption. I recapitulated every 
■thing that had .occurred during his absence, op- 
posed the .conduct of the English court to that of 
the Bunnhauy and made him. feel for the honour 
of his country. The result of all was, his request- 
ing me to draw up the points I wished to have 
conceded to me in short letters, with a Burmhap 
translation, parajgraph by paragraph, in the oppo- 
site column. About half-past twelve I took my 
leave of hiipi ; and in justice to him I must say, 
his conduct throughout reflects the highest credit 
on him, and places him far above any of his con- 
trymen that I have seen^ as a man of sense, polite- 
ness, and humftnity. I h^ve curtailed much of 
what passed^ as it would only be a repetition of 
what'has been so.firequently stated in this journal. 
At my request the mayhpon sent one of his private 
secretaries to write the Bunnhan translation, and 
immediately that I got home I drew up a letter aA- 
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cioniiiig to his degiie, and Imd ittmnskted an 
pted fidr/retfdy to lie sent to»niom>w«iofnitig. 
Ib the imniveisaiy of my leaving Caiuotta,. and a 
pretty ^elve iiiondi8*.6mplojp»ient I ha?e Jiad-of 
it At nig^ the iiihalii4;^uMB began jt^ iioist iighia 
on long bamboos, erecti^d before llieir hooaes, 
pr^Mtmtory to «ke eeletaation' of ^e 4»iidl&ifeast 
< SipUmber 16. In the morning I 8eiA Mr. Keys 
tio the iMtyhobn's . with the letter I had prepaied 
yeMefday. He^tfead it o^r tWiee with greatatten- 
i}on, shook his head, and >9al4i ftotwithslandii^^ all 
tb« pains he had taken yeatetday, the letter tion- 
tained precisely my fohner senlhnentd, only ex«. 
ptessed in fewer woifdsi I • liad instructed Mr. 
K^ys tb explain- or ^nfenei partiotdar points as 
bpportottity might olfelr,. hai his excellency was 
so much absorbed in thou^tand apparently dis^ 
appoidted that he hardly listened to any thing he 
said, or smiled the whole time. - After a short 

• • • 

stay, Mr. Keys retired, it being his excellency's 
breakfast Ijboiir. 

'• Septeniber. 17. About two p.m., I jreceiTed a let* 
t6r 'fr*m the mayhoon, in which he ' acknowledges 
the rei^pt of mine. Complains 4hiit ^he articles 
in it are too long for present consideration,* and ad- 
vises me to go to the looto, receive the commission 
which his majesty has been graciously pleaded to 
grant me, take the oath of allegiance, and go to 
Rangoon; adding, thslt when h had remained 
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there for some tune, I might return fo Amara- 
poorah, when his majesty would take into his 
Toyai consideration any fiirther request I might 
have to malce. To' this I answered in polite and 
milU terms, that I lamented it was not in my 
f)ower to comply with his excellency's request, 
and therefore had only to beg of him, to obtain 
his majesty^s pettnts^n for my proceeding to 
Rangoon, and to quit his dominions.. I under- 
stand that the mayboon has been constilting wiA 
the Enga Tekafng all day; land suppose this letter 
is merely an effi>rtof his bwh tO' gain time, or 
shift' Hie buideti from his own niind; which I 
am sure must be to him k'vety piloting one, as 
by this time I haVe pretty well convinced him of 
the imjpolicy of the^ Btlnnhan court; and made 
him feel fbi^ their' Maxtiefiil eonditet towards me: 
at the same tim^ thci impracticability of his oqun- 
tryman*s tertper is su^h «s to mske him despair 
of worfiung a chiinge f&r ihi^ betti^r.' - Great allow*- 
ances are to lie made for these peoplci and no 
one can be^ more Willing or ready than I am to 
make them ; but experience has taught me, that to 
i^ecede in the least, Wbuld only tend to^proi^keth^aai 
tofuMhet-actsbf audadty. I believe it ipiay be 
iaid down tid it general maxim in our - oommevce 
with maufkind, thfeit h^ -who attempts to rale or 
persuadb by Hie mSldfer Yitfttes aloM, 'will expe^ 
fience Kt^6 else thMi diaa|iipointment and mor* 
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.tification ; but where authority and firmness are 
added thereto, opposition will be less fi:equent» 
because it must be less successful. Let me ex- 
tend these reflections a little further: love and 
fear are said to be the strongest passions that 
influence the human mind : Some politicians^ 
MachiaTelli in particular, ascribe the greatest 
ppwer to the latter ; but in truth, when unopm- 
bined they are both transient and uncertain ; when 
united, permanent : for we lore nothing so much 
as that which we fear to lose ; nor truly fear any 
thing, but what we at the same time revere and 
esteem ; or in other words, fear is the best sti- 
mulative to love, and loyp or reverence the best 
support of fear. What is true of the individual, 
holds equally in regard to the species or any por- 
tipn of it No treaty or compact 'therefore, can 
be permiment which has not these principles united 
for its basis. I confess myself but a novice in 
the dipkmu^tic.art, immer^d unexpectedly in the 
4)cean of intrigue, without light or guide, but 
what I can derive from the glimmerings of my 
own reflection and judgment, being unhajifdly 
debarred communication with^ those from whosie 
better judgment I could receive instruction and 
advice ; if, ;therefore, I am unhappily betrayed 
into error, I humbly tru^t my employers will 
judge me witji tendemess and ^forgive the £uilt, 
fojr the sake «f the intention^ which has been, at 
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eT6ry risk to- advance their particular interests, \ 

and promote the general good. 

September 17. Early in the morning the may- 
hoon's wife, sent for my interpreter to request a \ 

favour on behalf of my boatmen^ and informed him 
that the mayhoon was unwell. Sometime after 
Mr. Reeves, an English trader here, called on me 
to inform me of an outrage committed on his per* 
son, by a. man belonging to the mayhoon: in the 
morning three peons came to his house and ordered 
him to go with them immediately to the mayhoon*s > 

house to answer to a complaint made against him ; 
and were so imperious in enforcing the summons, as 
not to permit him to shift himself or wait for his in* 
terpreter, who happened to be absent at the time-: 
they hurried him in the most insolent manner to 
the mayhoon's house, where he found two com- 
mon writers belonging to the mayhoon's court; 
sitting in the place ' of justice, who demanded* of 
him 300 ticals for chokee duties coming ' up the 
river. A native Mahomedan in his employ, who 
served as interpreter, informing him that these 
men had no authority to send for him: and know- 
ing that the demand was illegal, he, therefore; 
objected to being tried by them; in consequence 
they ordered him to be confined in a dungeon in 
the mayhoon's horse -stable : but the Mahomedan 
merchant, and Mr. Key's interpreter, happening 
to be present, offered themselves ad his securities. 
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and he was permitted to return ta hift house, but 
Mr. Keys's servant was actually confined. Consi- 
dering this outrage on Mr. Reeves^ as a trial on 
my feelings, and knowing that the demand itself, 
and mode of procedure was altogether ivregular 
and indefensible, I therefore, determined to oon- 
vinoe them I would not tamely permit such a vio- 
latioR of the privileges of an English subject In 
consequence, I directed Mr. Reeves to return im- 
mediately to die ihayhoon's, and' by surR^ndering 
himself release his securities.; and sent wilb him 
my interpreter, to demand to know l^ vdiose au- 
thority, and oh what account these self-created 
judges had presumed to act ; and, in case they 
insisted on detaining Mr. Reeves, or that the may* 
boon sanctioned it, to. pledge my word for his 
answering any legal demand against him, that so 
be might return to his house. When they arrived 
the second time at the mayhoon*s, ihey found 
Baba Sheim, and the two Rangoon nhakans oc* 
eupying the place of his former judges ; to theses 
aecordtng to my instructions, he sfirrendeted hfhn- 
self, and had his securities released. Mr. Bow- 
land then delivei^ed my message, and after the 
court had madte some titifling inquiries respecting 
the business, they told Mr. Reeves he might go. 
Mr. Reeves then asked if no satisfoction was to 
be obtained for the indignity that he had suffered; 
and was told, that on applieatioti to the mayhoon, 
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h^, might probably obtain redress.' They evidently, 
wished to stifle the bilsiness* finding it likely . to 
turn out m little to their adTantagit; but I mean' 
to avail myself of the opportunity, to maliie it the 
subject of a serious Ktaskoiial; iu the' hopes 6f 
eheckingr for the futare, siueh abuses of Uithcirity. 

September 20.. I sent my idtetrprdtets to the 
mayhoon^s to knoVr ^hsn it wouhl be agvd^able 
to him to receiTe Mr. Keys with niy letter re-' 
speotingMr Reeves ; he retoroed for answei', that 
he was still unwell* and it being their Sunday 
oL^o, he requested I would defer sending it till 
to-morrow morning; at the same time, he. re- 
quested I. would dio him the fatour to procure it 
wateh for him, whieh ! I did, and sent . it imme- 
diately. 

Septemier 21. About ten a.m., I sent Mr; Keys; 
to the mew-whoon attended by Mr. Reeves, ^c.,^ 
with a strong remonstrance on the subject of the. 
indigfuties offered Mr. Reeves by his servant^.^ 
He receiTCd Mr; Keys politely, and listened sit-r 
tetitively to ike interpretation of my letter. He' 
then assuted'Mr. Keys^ that he was entirely if^ 
noranttill.thieaof the teansaction, and, thftfe h^ 
would; agiteeably to my request, severely pu^isfet 
the offisnders, and, in future, aeqioaint toe m^^. 
firet instance, of any oomi^aints th^V might be 
made against the English subje41» ;; then directing, 
himself partienlarly to Mr. Reeves, said, should 
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diiy peons in future, have the impettiaenee to 
come to summon you in the same maooer, yo« 
have niy permission to chastise them. Bat, how- 
ever grave and attentive himself, it was evident 
his attendants made light of it ; talking and laiagfa- 
ing in ridicule ; which Mr. Keys observing, re- 
presented the indecency of such conduct to his 
excellency. He immediately checked thCTs, eayj-- 
ing, although I allow of such fireedoms among 
ourselves, I forbid it before strangers ; otherwise 
they will think contemptibly of us. Thus fmished 
diis fiirce, in which, it must be confessed,, he 
played his part with decency enough ; and, al- 
. though hCiShould not punish the nien, as indeed I 
do not expect he will ; yet it may tend to prevent 
like attempts in future. I find that some of the < 
sentiments contained in my letteirs invaiiaUy 
rethain with them, for in their correspondence and 
conversation I frequently meet with a*sentim^it or- 
phrase of my own, - urged with an air of sagacity, 
which ignorance is apt to assume, when it give& 
itself credit for an original thought But the 
Burmhans are not the only people, in whose mmds' 
you must infuse ideas, before you oan hopie for rea- 
sbnable actions ; it is tiie case witii- most conceited- 
half-witted people.- In my own experience, I* 
have met with many a dolt in power, who would 
oppose the most advantageous proposilioti dkeedy 
offered; but introduce the idea into his'mifid;^ 
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and, ataconveiijentoppartunity afterwards^ afford 
him an.oecaston of sporting it as his own ; and he 
will not only meet your wishes, but be obliged 
to you for coinciding in opinion with him. Arts 
of this kind/ when intended for the good of so- 
ciety, are pardonable; but, when employed for 
sinister purposes, deserve our utmost contempt 
and detestation. 

September SSi. In the morning Mr. Keys attended 
the engfi's whoon, die present generaiissimo> by 
appointment to visit the Burmhan camp, situated 
<m a pleasant plain about three miles e.n.e. from 
the fort He Ibund the men hutted in an irregular 
manner, and scattered over the- plain. As he did 
not see them drawn up, he could not judge of 
their arms or numbers, but he saw several mus- 
kets among them^spears» shields, and swords ; and 
guesses, that they do not exceed 10,000 men,. the 
general said 20,000, but you deal liberally with 
a &mnhan when you give him credit for one half 
of what he says. Attached to this camp he also 
saw a bazar, very well stored with provisions, 
and various articles of tiafiic for the supply of the 
recruits ; this, he was told, was to attend them 
on their expedition. The general pointed out the 
route they were to take to Jamai, over the eastern 
range of mountains ; and when asked how they 
tran^pprted their artillery over them, he said, the 
pieces they took on such expeditions were very 

9B 
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light, oarrying a half-pound or pound ball at the 
modt He was very attentive to Mr. Keys, and 
regretted that he could not take him into the 
YoQgdho lis he had his boots on, and no one was 
permitted to entei^ any of his majesty's courts, 
with their feet covered. The yongdho, vulgarly 
called rondye or rhon^, is a tribunal, and literally 
means, in the Burmhan language, the place of 
truth ; the one erected in :camp is for the trial of 
military offences, to examine the musteip of the 
lexries, and receive petition^ fh>m thole who wish 
to commute their personal service by a fine. Theae 
fines are one of the souraes of Burmhan levetiue; 
and to afford a pretence for rumng tibem, is . in 
general one of the caiikses for the annual expedif 
tions his majesty seta on foot Thus doea the 
avarice and mistaken policy of the despot lead 
him to the most pernicious means of swelling his 
coflfers^ 

&eflb&mbw 23. I punished a sepey with fifty 
lashes for permitting a prisoner to escape ; thii 
being the third offence,* I suspected collision, aaid 
tlierefore thought it necessary to make an exam^ 
pie ; indeed I have had reason to be dissatisAed 
with • the havildar, naicfc, and most of the pri» 
vates; they mre a set of unprindpied felkmrs^ 
and very unfit to be stationed here. A natise 
having thrown stones* at one of my guard, I had 
him apprehended, and sent to the* enga*s whoMk, 
who has punished him. 
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September 24^. Serem! of the natiyes hkring 
lately thrown stones into my verandah at night, 
and at my people when at the front door, Lsent 
to the mayhoon, to request he would station two 
peons at my house to protect my people from in*- 
sults ; he eKcused himself by saying; his people 
were strangeiSi and had no regular authority here ; 
he therefore recommended my applying to liie 
enga's whoon, who seht me tko men at night 
The mayhoon told my interpreter that he had 
not been able as yet to speak to his majesty on 
my business, and indeed knew not how to act, 
as he was a&iud of censure from both sides. 

September 25. In the morning I sent Mr. Keys 
to refre^en the mayhoon's memory, and to re- 
quest to know if he had procured permission 
for my departure. At first he sent out from an 
inner room to know what Mr. K. wanted ; but on 
his receiving for answer that he wished to speak 
with him, he came out and received him with 
much sullen stftte ; he gradually, however, relaxed 
into good humour, and in reply to Mr. K/s queries, 
said he had not as yet been able to fl^ak to his 
laajesty, that he could not go to him as we 4id to 
lOUr king, but must watch an opportunity of his 
|»eing in a good humour : that he would consult 
with the whoonghees, imd endeavour to bring on 
•ay business before the festival, but could not 
answer for the result ; he, therefore, requested I 



372 JOURNAL OF A RESIDENCfi 

would have patience for a few days longer, said 
he had already obtained permission for his own 
return to Rangoon, and hoped we should all go 
down happily together. His excellency (as well 
as most of the royal family) is an aldiymist, and 
had sent to me for some quicksilver ; I sen ihim a 
little by Mr. Keys, and desired him to say, that 
an attention to my memorials and commercial re- 
gulations, would prove the surest road to the at- 
tainment of the philosopher's stone: it was by 
such means that we transmuted the produce of 
industry into the precious metals, and that all 
other attempts must for ever prove illusive. His 
excellency listening with great good humour, 
Mr. Keys interspersed his remarks with little hits 
that were productive of general mirth. His ex- 
cellency produced a mixture of drugs, whidi he 
had been preparing, which was to make people 
invulnerable ; and when perfected, a little held 
in the hand, would make a person's countenance 
resplendent with glory, and enable him to fly: 
and, in spite of all Mr. Key s's arguments, persisted 
in believing that the transmutation of metals was 
known in Europe. Mr. Keys told him, that he 
hoped his excellency would let him into the secret 
when he had acquired it; which produced another 
general laugh, and his excellency was so mueh 
pleased that he told him, that in case I left the 
country, if he would' stay with them, he would 
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do every thing in his pomnet to make the Bnrmhan 
dominions agreeable to him : detailing many sen- 
nial temptations which make the sum of a Burm- 
hail's happiness. Previoas to his going to the 
mew whoon, Mr. Keys had called on the enga's 
whoon, and had been equaHy successful in con- 
ciliating his good will ; he gave him some tuI- 
neiary balsamj salves, and lint, and shewed him 
how to use them ; and pleased the old man so 
much that he made him promise to pass the next 
Burmhan Sunday at his house, as he should then 
be at leisure to hear him all day. The Burmhan 
Sunday, or day dedicated to rest and pmyer, falls 
on the days of new and full itnoon, and the days 
of the moon's quartering, so that there are four 
in eadi lunar month* 

September 28. In the morning, according to ap-^ 
pointment, Mr. Keys waited on the enga's whoon, 
who received him with particular attention, seated 
him on a couch-bed beside him, and had prepared 
a collation for him. Baha Shein Attowhoon of 
Hunzawuddy, and some other persons of middling 
lank were present, and seated on carpets, on the 
floor : the conversation first turned on alchymy, 
the enga's whoon said, that many Burmhans had 
ruined themselves by such pursuits without being 
a sufficient warning to others, as they still re- 
mained impressed with a belief, that if they could 
find a certain ooot they should succeed ; but this 
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foot was not to be fimnd, and many liyes had 
been lost in searching for it. Niebuhr, I think, 
mentions a similar opinion prevailing ia Arabia, 
where he met with some miserable adepts, who 
described a plant that grows on the mountains of 
Yemen, and tinges the teeth of animals feeding 
on it yellow, as a species of the plant, the deaide^ 
ratum of aichjrmists : and, I apprehend, the mo- 
dem rage for alchymy amongst the Buimhans has 
been introdaced by the Mahomedans itinemnt or 
settled amongst them, who have also impressed 
them, with a belief of the sovereign efficacy of 
confections, of rubies, the precious metals, and 
others, the fiurago of nostrums which have so long 
been a fruitAil source of profit to the empirics of 
the western world. I do not by this mean to 
ascribe to the Amlnans the invention of these 
follies, but lite renewal of them ; as we have in** 
dubitable proofe of their having been practised 
in the east from the earliest periods of time, and 
the Burmhans themselves boast of ancient books 
amongst them which treat of the science of trans- 
mutations. As a proof of this assertion, it may 
be sufficient to quote the Shatucrit Ashhgue, 
trandated by Mr Halhed in his preface to the 
Code, or 1%^^ <if Hindoo Laws : — 
. " From the insatiable desire of fidies I have 
digged beneath the earth, I have sought by che* 
mistry to transmute the metals of the mountains. 
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.'' I baTe tmTeised.the queien ^i the OGeaas, I 
Imye toiled inceatai&t for tbe gratification of mo- 
.nwdur. 

'' I have renounced the world, to give up my 
whole heart to the study of incantations ; I have 
passed whole nights on places where the dead 
are burnt 

''I have bot gained. one cowry ;-^Begone, O 
Jivarice ( thf business is over." 

I mean to get these stanzas trandated for the 
benefit of my Burmhan friends. But, to return to 
the enga's whoon, he said* '' For his part, he put 
no fiiith in the^e pursuits ;" which afforded 
'Mr, Keys an opportunity of paying a coniplinient 
to his good sense, and added to his good humour. 
The convenation then turned on my a&irs : he 
listened very attentively to all Mr. Keys urged, 
and. with aj^pajrent conviction, as hp 9aid> that had 
he been as fully iitfoimcyl before, my busine&s 
woidd have long since bei^ settled, and pledged 
himself not only to mediate between me and th^ 
flnga Tekaing, but desired Mr. Keys to tell the 
mew whoon from him, that he would introduce 
the subject of my memorials before his majesty, 
if he woold second him. On th^ whol^ h^ was 
highly pleased, and seemed to ent^r heartily into 
my intefiests, imd as a mark of his esteem, pre- 
sented Mr. Keys with a ruby ring, and engaged 
him to go oat to camp the nent day. In the 
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eveiiing,' I sent my interpreter ta>teU themew 
whoon that Mr. Keys would wmt on him "next 
day to communicate the enga's whoon's messafe ; 
he returned for answer, that it was welU he might 
come. I received a message fimn a first cousin 
of the Enga Tekaing's, who is steward to his 
mother, the second queen, requesting to. know if 
it would be agreeable for me to see him. 

September 29. In the morning Mr. Keys went to 
the mew whoon*s, was told he was at breakfast ; 
having wmted a quarter of an hour without any 
notice being taken of him, he said. he would call 
again on his return from camp. At the camp the 
enga's whoon received him in the yongdho^ or 
military tribunal, and entertained him with tea. 
There was one of the woondocks present, who 
renewed the subject of alchymy, and strove very 
hard to convert Mr. Keys. He said he would 
send him some of the root, and written directions 
how to use it, to trantaiute base m^al into silver. 
Mr. Keys said, he had no doubt of his abilities, 
but fearful of his own want of capacity to benefit 
by his instructions, would be obliged to him to 
save him the trouble of the expeiimeiiN;, and send 
the silver ready made, which occasioned a general 
laugh, for the least thing excites the mirih of this 
light people. Among other things the woondock 
averred, that the Enga Tekaing had made silver 
by opening the muscular part of a man's tfa^h^ 
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enclosing base metal in it and then roasting 
it by a slow fir^. On Mr. Keys remarking the 
improbability of any man's suffering such an 
experiment, be was told that the man was (i^ad 
on whom it, was tried. This relation which 
the enga's whoon tacitly confirmed, tends to 
€OfA>ba]:ate the ae^unts I have receired of the 
diabolical practices, which the avarice^ supersti- 
tion, and infifttiiation of this, people lead them to. 
While at the yongdho, ^(^oij^ee whoonghee came 
in, but took no notice of him. Mr. Keys went 
with a view.of seeing th^ir mode of . transacting 
business ; but it appears they were unwilling to 
permit him to. stay, as they jfepeatedly hinted the , 
necessity for his withdrawing.- He, therefore, took 
his leare, and called at the mew whopn's on his 
way back, but was denied admittance, under pre- 
tence of the mew whoon's sbter being yery ill, and 
himself indisposed. . I received a visit from a Mus- 
sulman, partner ajnd persee assistant to Bomhaja, 
a BMEibay persee merchant, who Jibs long resided 
at Rangoon, but sails his ships under the English 
flflig and pass. They brooght, a letter from him^ 
specifying the injuries the trade of Rangoon has 
sustained from the monopoly of Bhodbun, and 
claiming protection as a British subject, ^c. They 
complained of the heavy exactioiss of the choke- 
dars coming up the river, in contradiction to the 
agreement settled by Captain Symes. They say. 
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•they paid upwards of 400 ticais flowered silter 
on each boat, exclusive of the delays- whidi have 
protracted their voyage up to 4;hree months. 

September SO. In the morning the Bnga Te- 
kaing's cousin, who had twice before sent to me 
for permission, waited on me; he luut a \sage 
retinue "idth him, and «eemed disposed to behave 
very consequentially. I received hiai with fimr 
of his particular attendants in an inner apartinent 
vrith reserved politeness : I soon found that his 
errand was to bring about an aeeommodation by a 
|>retended mediation of the second queen, in my 
fiivour, which was to be purchased by a handsome 
present and humiliiLtioQ <m my pait I did not fiul 
to avail myself of iheof^iortunityto convince them, 
that they were perfectly misti^en in dieir politics ; 
and that, however well disposed I might be' to 
conciliate the interest of the royal finnily, and 
make suitable returns for their fovo^r, they must 
liot expect, that I would beg as a ikvour. what I 
had demanded as a right ; or that I would recede 
one iota from the resolutions I had communicated 
to the mew whoon. The gentleman gradually 
relaxed in his manners, made great professions oS 
friendship, promised to inform me of the resute 
of his endeavours, and took his leave alter a stay 
of an hour and a half. When he went away I 
gave him a small present. ^ 
October 1. In the modming, the Bnga's cousin 
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sent far itty interpreter who soon retiimed, and 
a Mahomedan servant of his with him, who stated 
for my acceptation, the alternative of the follow- 
ing propositions. First, whether I would rather 
choose that the EngaTekaing should bring forward 
Ike bttsiness of my memorials before his maje^y. 
In that case the Enga Tdcaing would fiirst send for 
the mew whoon and make him read ewer the me* 
moriais before him, and detennine on what ought 
to remain in them, or be expunged ; he would 
then speak to his majesty, who would order them 
to be presettted by the pipper oAiceis, and finally 
detennine upon them. 

. Secondly. If the second queen int^ered in 
the business. His majesty then would order the 
miiiee whoongfaee to present the monorials^ 

To choose a party was certdnly embarrassing ; I 
however for many reasons, (too long ti be detmied 
heie,) thought it for prefendiile to pay a compii- 
mteat, which the opportunity so well affiirded me, to 
the Enga Tekaing, by choosing him as a patmn ; 
and I have reason to believe the original pkumeiB 
of this negotiation would have been,mueh disap*> 
pointed if I had made any other dboice. I 
however, desired the mew whoon at the same 
time to say, that I should always consider mytelf 
much obliged to the queen for any attention she 
might be pleased to shew me, and sSiduU endea- 
vour to make a return for her kindness. 

October % I have not received the snaliest 
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message from the mew whoon tbeoe Ihree days. 
He is as tnuch inclined to assume importance as 
the rest ; but every advance in future, must come 
from hhn, for I have fulfilled all, and more thaA 
ought to have been, expected from me. 
. Oetob€r 3. In the morning the mew^wliooo seat 
the mew sheree and two of his peons to me, with 
his complimente and inquiring aflter my healthy 
Sfx., and to request I would inquire into the com* 
plaint of a woman who acconpamed them against 
Mr. Reefves. I accordingly entered on the inquiry, 
but was obliged to postpone a deciuoQ till to-mor> 
row, as Mr. Reeves required time to produce hiis 
witnesses. I embarked some more of my baggage, 
as I propose embarking myself to-morrow or next 
day ; the house I am in being insufieraUy daoii, 
and the stench of the neighbourhood so aboihi- 
nable that I attribute the continuance of my ill 
health to their united influence ; besides it may 
have the effect: of accelerating the determinatiaii 
of government. Fof thebe seven or eijght nights 
past, we have been regularly attended by mu»€ 
and dancers, these festivals being the season of 
their harvest; and as it is customary for all peracMis 
of rank to employ them for the gmtifieati<m of the 
icnofo, I therefore hove thought projier to<lbUow 
the fashion for the sake of popularity. 

October 4. In the morning I finished the inquiiy 
into the con^aint against Mr. Reeves, and found 
it frivolous and vexatious. I sent my report on 
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the fiubject, with an explanatory message at the 
same time, to • the mew • whoon, thanking him 
for his polite attention, but informing him, > that 
he* had exceeded my wishes, as it was never my 
intention U) interfere in administering justice, but 
merely wished to prevent British subjects being 
insulted by the common peons, or imprisoned for 
trifling trespasses. He appeared pleased with my 
decision and communication. 

As I saw no probability of any change in the 
sentiments of government, as the English traders 
had been repeatedly insulted, and robbed with- 
out a possibility of procuring redress, and I had 
no prospect of selling their goods, I therefore 
judged it expedient that they should proceed 
down the river under .my protection.; aud having 
first consulted with them, and finding their wishes 
correspond with my opinion, I gave them, (Mr. 
Reeves and Mr. Lane) writtmi directions to apply 
to the mew whoon for a permit to leave Amarar 
poorah, and to hold themselves in readiness to 
proceed with me down the^river the 7th instant. 
In consequence they waited on the mew whoon at 
five p. M., and requested the permit according to 
my directions. He appeared a good deal surprised, 
and paused for about ten minutes; when he said, 
I wonder the Resident will. not wait a few days 
for me, when we might all go down comfort- 
ably together. However call to-morrow, and I 
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will send to the looto for an order for yoa : but 
gays he, have yoH a written order from the Resi- 
dent to leave Amare4)oorah ? Being answered in 
the affirmative, he turned to his people and said. 
You see what a ready oj^edienoe these Eiuopeans 
pay to the orders of their superiore ; amongst us 
there would be a thoiwmd delays and excuses. 
In order to interest him in their favour, I had 
directed each of them to carry him a pre^tent, 
which he readily received. I had also ordered 
Mr. Lane, to represent to him the shameful plun- 
der of his property, by the boat people. He how- 
ever desired to be excused for that day, as he 
wanted to go to dinner, and directed him to call 
again next morning. In the course of this day 
Mr. Burnett, Mr. Beeves, my interpreter, and 
others of my servants, were insulted by abusive 
language, and pelted with stones in the fort, and 
in the suburbs. These insults generally are expe- 
rienced from the servants, and dependants of the 
royid fiBsmily, S^.y and are undoubtedly caused by 
the sentiments they hear their musters express ; 
so that they have served as a kind of gaugeof court 
opinions. The native inhabitaate themselves, are 
of a more friendly disposition. I embarked more 
of my baggagie. Had an excellepit observation of 
an eclipse of Jupiter's first satellite. Lcmg. 95"^ 
37' 45" East. 

October 5. In the motntag Mr. Reeves and Mr^ 
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Lane, waited on the mew«*whooii, but they were 
not pennitted to approach where he was seated. 
He asked their buBiness from a distance ; and when 
they had repeated it, h^ ordered his peons to 
jfi^o to the looto fbr an order for their departure, 
and others to bring the mangies complained of by 
Mr. Lane before him, and would not attend to 
any thing ftuther. The Peons immediately, in- 
structed, as I suppose, as they spoke within his 
hearing, demanded twenty ticals each to go to 
^e looto for a chokey order, and added, that 
the looto officers would require 200 more. For 
bringing the mangies before the viceroy, they 
demanded 50 ticals, and refused to ptoceed until 
they had received the money. As these demands 
were altogether unwarrantable, they thought pro- 
per to consult me before they complied. It was easy 
to perceive that all this was a mockery ; I there- 
fore desired them to give themselves no further 
trouble in the business, but proceed with the em- 
barkation of their effects with all expedition, and 
leave the rest to me. I sent my interpreter to the 
engai's whoon with some biscuit I had had made 
for him, and to hear what he had to say on the 
present state of my affairs. He desired his com- 
pliments might be offered me, and said he should 
never eat a biscuit but he should think of me, but 
he was sorry it was not in his power to render me 
any service ; that the mew whoon would not exert 
himself as he had expected. That the other day, 
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when he had intended to speak to the king, he 
did not come to court, until he was obliged to go 
to camp : so that the mew whoon, and . mhee 
whoonghee had spoiled my business. There was 
a very fayourable opportunity to speak the other 
day, when his majesty asked, what kept the Resi- 
dent here so long ? The mew whoon replied, he 
wishes to go away. If he wants to go, let him go 
by all means ; what hinders him? The mew- whoon 
said no more, and your master may now go as 
soon as he pleases. The mew whoon had told a 
tale of the same burthen to my interpreter yester- 
day, and said, he would send for him as to-day, 
to talk with him ; but he did not. I was busily 
employed throughout the day in embarking my 
baggage, and preparing my boat : and at five p.m. 
left my dismal habitation at Amarapoorah, which 
God forbid I should ever enter again, or have 
such another Augean task to encounter. On leav- 
ing the house I gave away a few rupees amongst 
the assembled crowd, who were silent, and re- 
spectful. If I have left no friends, I have deserved 
no enemies, having strove to the utmost of my 
power, to conciliate the good will of even the 
meanest individual, I slept on board my boat ; 
Mr. Keys and Mr. Burnett slept on shore, as the 
whole of their bi^gage was not embarked. 

October 6. In the evening I sent Mr. Moncour- 
tuse and my private interpreter to the mew whoon, 
to request of him to procure me a chokey order 
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from the looto, so that I may not meet with any 
insult or interruption on my way down the river. 
He returned his complin^nts, and said he would 
endeavour to procure a proper order for me ; but 
entreated of me» as a particular favour, that I 
would wait at Cheghain or A va, five or six days 
for him, as he would leave Amarapoorah at that 
time, and wished to accompany me down the 
river, fearful that some accident might happen to 
me ; and requested I would send him my answer 
to-morrow morning ; it was the last favour he had 
to beg, and hoped I would grant it to him. 

October 7. As the mew whoon's request of yes- 
terday was friendly and reasonable, I felt no dif- 
ficulty in determining to comply with it; at the 
same time, as his conduct therein seemed tci pro- 
mise a desire to conciliate me, I determined .to 
avail myself of this gleam of civility, to try the 
effect of persuasion once more on this perverse 
people ; for,' however mortified I may have been 
by their conduct, I have ever held myself in duty 
bound to sacrifice my private feelings to the public 
good ;• T, therefore, addresed a conciliatory letter 
to the mew whoon, entreated a re-consideration, of 
the subject of my mission ; acquiesoing in his re- 
quest, and proposing an interview between him 
and Mr. Keys. This I sent by Mr. Moncourtuse 
and Mr. Rowland, early in the morning to his 
house, but he was already gone to. the palace, 
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this being the day when all the tributary prinoea 
and noUe^'of theBurmhan empire |Hiy homage to 
his majesty* At four p.m. I sent Mr. Rowland 
alone» Mr. Monoourtuse having thought proper to 
sham sickness : the mew whoon received him very 
graciously, made him sit close to him, and listened 
very attentively to my letter, which pleased him 
very much. He said, he was perfectly sensible 
of the truth of what I uiged, but Aaiihe ministers 
in general were so much against fbntdng a con- 
nexion with the English, and he had so many 
enemies who were enVidus of his favour with his 
majeisty, that he was actually ^raidi to espouse 
my interests (as he wished,) letet it should be in- 
sinuated that he had formed designs [inimical to 
the interests of his sovereign. He added, how- 
ever, that he should be haj^y to see Mr. Keys 
to-morrow, and wduld send persons to conduct 
him to his house,, sa soon as he should return 
from the palace in the evening ; and promised to 
use his best endeavours to get my chokey tmier 
fit>m the looto in the course of to-morrow. 

October 8. In the morning a Mahomedan, who 
attended the Enga Tekaing*s cousin atmy. house, 
came to inform me from the.enga's whoon, that 
the prince would see me to-morrow on my own 
tenlis. I returned for answer that I- wiiuld send 
a person to the enga's whoon to iniquire into par- 
ticulars. At three p.m. the mew whoon sent 
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people down to my boat to conduct Mr. Keyis to 
his houeie. I had prepared a letter for the oc- 
casion with which Mr. Keys immediately went. 
He was received widi tolerable decency, and the 
mew whoon patiently listened to the contents of 
my letter, and his comments on it. He excused 
his apparent want df attention to my interests, by 
stating his fears of .exciting jealousy amongst his 
countrymen, of his having siniister motives for hi? 
connexion with ns ; he acknowledged the perfidy 
of his countrymen in the most explicit manner, 
averring that there was no faith to be put in tiieir 
words. He aflded, that he was perfectly aware 
of the 'British power, but dared not sKrow hi^ Sen- 
timents, as it might endanger hii' life. He 'knbw 
they had powerful fleets and ahnries, disciplined, 
and ready for action at a moments warning ; and 
that his ma|eslty 'could not raise 6;000 men -with- 
out great dday and trouble ; and when raised, 
and arms given them, they knew not how to. use 
them, the greatest part, perfaapsy ifoA havitig ^seeh 
a mu^et in their lives. What made Ihis language 
the more extraordinary was, ,his using it before- a 
great many Burmhan ' auditors ; finally, however, 
he. soleoiitly promised Mr. Keys that hb would 
Gommunicate. My sedtiments> to his majedty, and 
give me*' fiiiti answer in two days. When Mt. 
Keys)infbnacd him <$f the message I had deceived 
from the enga's whoon, he w^^.-or pretended to 

son 
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be surprised at it, and declared it was impossible 
it should be. true. From the mew whoon, Mr. 
Keys went to the enga's whoon, whom he found at 
the prince's yongdho. When, he went in, the 
old gentleman asked him somewhat abruptly, 
"What occasioned his coming there?" to whidi 
he replied, it was in consequence of his sending 
for him. " Oh ay," said he, " it is very true, 
the prince wishes to see the Resident before: he 
goes." "But how is the business to be managed," 
asked Mr. Keys, " you remember Captain Cox's 
terms ?" " Yes, yes," said the whoon, " we will 
manage that, you must say nothing. further. about 
it ; Captain Cox may act as he thinks fit, and no 
notice will be taken of his shoes ; he might have 
done so before had it not been for the officiousiiess 
of his former managers." He then said he would 
send horses for me about three o'clock to-morit>w 
afternoon, as the prince would then be more- at 
leisure to. attend to me, as he was to receive the 
visits of the royal family, chobwas, and officers of 
government in the morning. " Come, come; ge- 
neral," said Mr. Keys, "as we are going to-be 
friends, had you not better do things handsomely, 
and send elephants for Captain Cox ?" After some 
demur, he said, '' Very well, I will send two ele- 
phants." Mr. Keys reminded him, that there were 
three of< us, but he persisted in his resolutionr to 
send no more than two, having. been influeneed 



_ « 

IN THE BURMHAN EMPIRE.' 389 

against Mr; Burnett by Moncourtuse, or some 
other- incendiary . ' He was in high good-humour, 
and paid Mr. Keys some flattering complimeiits 
on his address, and exacted a protaiise that he should 
visit him at camp before we- left Amarapoorah. 
Thus ended the negotiations of this sudden 
change of manners on their part ; and, although 
the concessions were not made in the most gra- 
cious manner, I determined not to suffer trifling 
punctilios on my part to check their advances 
towards a reconciliation. 

October 9. In the morning I got ready the se- 
veml presents I intended for the Enga Tekaing, 
but received a message about noon, stating that 
in consequence of the death of an infant child of 
the Enga Tekaing's last night, it would be neces- 
sary to postpone my visit until his family was a 
little tranquillized. I availed myself of the delay 
to arrange my visit more agreeably to my mind 
with the enga*s whoon ; and- pointed out the in- 
justice of his harbouring resentment against a 
member of my family for the faithful discharge 
of his duty ; for if any blame was imputable, it 
must rest with me, under whose orders he acted ; 
in consequence he agreed to send three ele- 
phants and said ^very thing should be arranged 
according to my wishes, and it was settled that 
I should postpone my visit till Wednesday morn- 
ing the eleventh ; he sent me word also that he 
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kad reproved the mew whooa^ beware the Enga 
Tekaipg for his: neglect of me ; telling him, that 
he, haying been the immediate cause of my comkig 
to the Gountey, was particularly obliged to shew 
ine every attention ; but that he had dope nothing, 
and had nearly involved Jiis country in danger, 
by suffering me to embark with such cause for 
dissatisfaction. 

• % * 

October 10. Thinking it might induce the Bunn* 
ban government to treat future adventurers here 
with more respect and civility, I determined to 
take Mr. Reeves and Mr. Lane the two, Ei^Ush 
traders now here in my suite to the Enga Tekaing, 
and to recommend them and all other English 
merchants who might come to Amarapooiah, to 
his majesty*s protection ; I dierefore sent notice 
of this intention to the enga's whpon, who ap- 
pcoved of it, and offered to send horses for them if 
i should want them. This day I was to have hoard 
from the mew whoon agreeably to his solevm pro- 
mise to Mr. Keys ; but it is not the first time that 
I have found him capable of breaking a promise 
as well as the rest of his countrymen. 

October 11. About one o'clock the elephants 
with a nakan sandoghan and sheradoghee, came 
down. to condujct me tp the Enga Tekaii^'s; but 
the h^urueissing the hoi^ep, and taking a list ^ the 
pvesQiits„; detailed us till hal&piist twx^ o:doek, 
when we set off. The presents I had prq^arad 
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for the prince, was a jdiaeton, Burope built, and 
harness, a one pole tent, a three^banrel hand or- 
gan^ a fowling-piece in a mahc^jany case, with 
taekle complete, a dress of superfine red and blue 
doth, a ditto of' 8i4>erfine white ditto, a ditto of 
soariet ditto, one ]Hece of gold and silver wrought 
namsook, one ditto fine muslin, one ditto mid- 
dling, two ditto of cariiedas, two canisters of 
glazed gun-powder,4 one decanter of coloured 
comfits, one multiplying glass, three bottles of 
otta, and essences in a glass cup, and two goulau- 
bashes of rose-water. About three, we got to the 
enga's whoon's house, which is close at the gate 
of the prince's palace. He came to the door and 
requested me to alight to give time for prepara- 
tion within ; at his earnest request, and promise 
to return my visit, I had previously consented to 
do this. ' When I alighted from my elephant he 
received me^ at tlie head of his stairs, and con- 
ducted me to mi inner apartment, and would 
hardly permit me to take off my shoes at the door, 
which however I pensasted in doing, as J[ wished 
to convince them, that I had no objection to com- 
ply with any reasonable prejudice : he had a 
shabby ooueh with carpets . spread on it for him- 
self and me to sit on, and carpets on the fl(N>r for 
the rest He appeared to me, a hale man of 
abqut sixty ; l^t I am told he is aeventy-tw«» years 
Gdf age : the cast of his features is different from 
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that pf Burmhans, he bein^ of Pegue extfradion ; 
his (Oountenaace is sedate, but not impressive, 
rather mean than .otherways ; in stature he is 
about five feet sevi^, and of a spare habit. After 
the usual compliments, we couTeiaed of the dif- 
ferent moded of warfiau'e practised by. €iur respec- 
tive nations ; a subject he shrewdly enough ob- 
served, he supposed I would best like to talk 
of, being as well as himsel£ a soldijer. 

The Burmhans pique themselves on stratagem, 
and he inquired whether we used stratagems in 
war? I mentioned two or three common ones, 
but added, that the art of war chiefly rested on 
stratagems in outwittipg your enemy, or circum- 
venting his designs ; so that generals of abilities, 
were continually inventing new ones, or prac- 
tising old ones in a new manner: to which he 
assented^ jand mentioned some of their stratagems, 
which chiefly consisted in well-laid -^ambuscades, 
^c. He then observed, that the English had a 
great many sepoys; I told htm we found, that 
the cheapest and best mode of preserving peace 
was, by convincing our neighbours that we were 
always prepared for war ; but added, by way of 
softening the observation, that the Burmhans were 
a nation of warriors. In this- he corrected me, 
saying, ^ That, only particular classes amongst 
them. went to war, some by prescriptive oecupar 
tion . continued such from fiither to son, but, • in 
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general, only the poor; all those . who paid a di- 
rect revenue to the king being extoipted on certain 
conditions. But," says h^, '' our merchants like to 
go to war; our armies are half composed of men 
who join war and traffic together, carrying a pack 
of goods as well as their arms with them.'* These 
must' be staunch soldiers if pushed, thought I; 
but said nothing to diminish the good opinion he 
evidently entertained of the sagacity of their own 
arrangements. He now requested me to take a dish 
of tea ; and when that was done, we proceeded 
togetherto the palace, he walking by my side, and 
the presents preceding us. At the gate he requested 
that the majority of my retinue would stop, and that 
the^merchantsmight takeoff their shoes; to which 
I assented. We then walked across the palace- 
yard, (about 100 yards,) to the steps leading to the 
hall of audience. About two yards from the steps 
he put off his sandals, and, at the first step, I and 
Mr, Keys took off our shoes, and followed 4lim to* 
the audience-hall, a room about fifty feet by four- 
teen, in the centre nave, .with two' aisles of the- 
same length and breadth; and without them an* 
open veranda or platform, guarded by a slight 
balustrade, the roof of the building supported by 
clumsy, naked, and unornaraented pillars of wood,- 
and at the upper, or closed end, which joined the 
h&Ay of the palace, was placed a couch-bedstead,^ 
gilt, ^ith velvet-covered mattress, and cushions,' 
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trimmed witb goMtlaoe ; the floor oovered about 
it with some mat Chinese carpets, and immedi^ 
ately over- iU n^ar the lopf, a small eaaopy of 
white eottoQ cloth, wAth a valmice of open work 
about one foot de^» apd suspended by lines from 
the. four eoimen made fast to as many of the pil* 
lars^ A. clean mat, bordered withered cx>tton doth» 
was plaeed for us in the right-hand aisle, but as 
the row of pillars intervening, would ha^e de- 
prived us of a full view of his highness, I. pointed 
out th0 inconvenience to the whoon, who then 
h«d it placed in . the centre room immediately 
fronting the thixme, and about, thirty feet, dis^tant 
6om it. The other gentlemen^ spnmfyte^ j*c., in 
our .rear, BabaShein, who had obtroded himself on 
the oocasion, on our right,.and Mr. Monc6urtuse on 
our left ; the prciients were arranged in front. The 
eitga's ^prhoM^ sat between the left-hand rpwof pil- 
larsi apd the officer^ S^c, of hts highnesa's court, 
dffesMd in white jammas, in the< leil and^.lig^ 
htrnd iMsles. We weae seated about fifteen, minutes 
befi>i»> his : highness apf)e»i«d. He came firom 9^ 
door of oommunictttion with his psiace a little to 
the right, and in the rear of ti^e ftudiemsef room. 
He was dressed i& a jamma of gold-flimered 
muslin, a handl^erchpief or fiUet ol the sime ron»4 
hifi hi^iid, ^ handsoQie: silk lunghee» ^ the oountry 
ipwitfii^UQe, wrought with goid^ rdiampiiid (oa^* 
ornament,, and a Bunnhan sivoid* hilt, mA ocrih 
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bud; plated wiA gold, ia hk hand. He:aacended 
his throne by steps plicsd towafds* the fiont ot 
it^ and seated himself in the Bomdian^ style. He 
appeared to. me about: fivoi feet five inches in 
height, lather inclined to oorpotenee; deqp brown 
complexion, ' as the Bmmhans in geneml are ; of 
an ammated dheerful countenance ; and^ as I 
should guess, about sixv or seven and thirty yeam 
of age. He fixed his eyes very steadfastly on us, 
without speaking ibr a quarter of an hour. He then 
asked which was the Resident? After some further 
pause, he desired I might be asked to partake of 
some refireshments; and tea, sweetmeiUB^And betel, 
were immediately served. His highness spoke 
to us through the whoon, and while we were par- 
taking of the tea, 4rc.y he asked several questions 
respecting the relative force of the French and 
English nations; said, he had heavd that die 
Frendi were^most powerAil by land^ and the Eng- 
lish by sea; asked whether five Ei^lish < ships 
could beaten French 2 Aether Fmnce contained' 
meie inhabitants than England ? aU which I idth- 
fuUy and impartially auwered^ > He ik^n oh* 
served, if the English were more powevful by 
^Hi why were their dlips aficaid to come to Ran- 
goon as fi>rmerly ? or why did we pemit them to 
take file Bumhan . ships 1 ]4old him, it was as 
iibpossible for ua to psotect all our niMcliantmen 
from privatoMs and maiBUdersi, as^ it wasi Ibr tte 
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best regulated, govemmentto prevent theft. Tliat 
aB to their taking the Burmhan ships, it was an act 
of : piracy occasioned by the unsettled state of 
their government ; but here my scoundrel of an 
interpreter, Moncourtuse, endeavoured to screen 
theiFrench, in whose interest he is, aqd I had no 
opportunity of rectifying his. assertions at the 
tim.e, but shall not fail to set the business in a 
true light the first favourable occasion that occurs. 
After the. tea, ^c, were removed, his highness 
very obligingly desired I might be asked if I had 
any. thing to say. I immediately briefly detailed 
to him in moderate terms, the whole of my pro- 
ceedings, and the unjustifiable, treatment I had 
experienced /from the mhee whoonghee, and mew 
whoon ; and enU'eated his patronage and inter- 
ference in. my favour. He replied, " That it was 
the particular province of the mew whoon to pro- 
tect and assist me; that his majesty would attend 
to any thing he said; and that I should consult 
with him." I told him I had done so repeatedly, 
and. was willing to follow his advice as £ar .as waS' 
in my power; but that he had in a manner aban- 
doned me, and,, therefore, I must again crave his 
highnesses . interference. He . said, it was his 
opinion, that I should accept of his majesty's 
commission, and go down to Rangoon with the 
mew whoon,' where I could .better consult with 
liim ;. and, . when I .hadigiven his majesty ^ a few 
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moothfi' prdof of my zeal /for his'iniejrests, I might 
rdturn . agilin, and' hope for . fiu^ther • maorks ,of . hils 
fiivoar. . Mr. Baba^Shein, who seemed^ to. have 
been sent by the mew whoon; to |ierplex ^ And 
retard my business; occasionaUy speaking and 
interrupting my replies, I had not an oppoFtunity 
of fully explaining my sentiments to his hi^ness ; 
and, as I was in the middle of a speech to him, 
he rose from, his throne and retired. His whoon, 
however, immediately said, he would undertake 
with the mew whoon to settle my business ;: that 
when, the mlew whoon came to the palace in the 
evening, he wolild' get his highness ' to order him 
to deliver my memorials to his majesty^ and that 
he would see every thing concluded to my satis- 
faction': We then retired as we came. The yard 
through which I passed was both damp and dirty, 
and even the steps to the audience-room were 
damp and unswept; to have expected us, diere- 
fore,' to walk barefoot from the gate was unrea- 
sonable in the highest degree ; at once a proof of 
unbounded, arrogance and folly. When 'we came 
to our elephants, the whoon told me to set my 
miml at ease and depend on himi*. and said, he 
would send, for Mr. Keys the day after to-morrow 
to inform him of his progress. Wishing, however, 
to accelerate his motions, . I said, I would send 
Mr. Keys the n^xt morning; to ^ which he assented, 
and we^ parted, returning on our elephants* as .we 
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cttne. At night I entertainmitkeiiKihtitude ividi 
danoera and tumblMs on the^tfUMi. • I fergvt to 
mention in its prafier piaoe^tlMilvhile we woie 
at the epga'8 idioea's bowe,.'a mesaengier he had 
sent to oaU the mew wlioon^ fetoaned wilb an 
apology. to kim'and m6 for Hot atlaiHiiag, as he 
was hiisy with his noM^esty in al€db3rnH«EdL piu^iut^^^ 
OcMer 13^ Mr.Ke^s went- very-carl^ to the 
enga's wboon*8, but. was. isfonaed thai; be was at 
the Icings pafaiee; he »Mt. Mr. Moneourtiiae to 
learn fiom hkn when he woaUi be at leisure to 
see him. Mr. Moncountuse ^ tetiinied about teni 
and infiMmed him, that the ^^dga's whoon would 
be glad to see .him, betweeui four and £ite in the 
eveung:: Aocoffding to , appointment, Mr. Keys 
went 4o the. whooa's in the ereaii^; the was bat 
just letmncied and iqapeased to«be Tepy.ihusy, Mr. 
E^ya had rtherelofe; hardly time to explain my 
sentimenis irnor^ ftdly than J bad aa^ toppartiinuky 
of'doingrfiesterday;:. he sinftmned ,Mrj £eys.thM 
his miyeaty^'hadi leftthe* settling of itny business 
entiiely/to«hilti, butithe mew whooa wgas ordered 
downtocRangooii in fire or six- tdays, ^ and was 
rery^aBKiOiiB:that I should' go with him; fantd as 
he jdso was: to .nardi' withi the army' in about 
e«^t dayft (morei« he - would» strive hard • to* settle 
erery.ihing so that'I.mightKgo.wiA the.mew 
wboon ; ibeipromkied abo^topaoousenie a pliyate 
audienee :with the«;pnQee.jfaftfoie I went. ./The 
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prtnce haid seM to deinre» I wouid letthe etiMb- 
maiker's inian ftttMid to 8ke# bid pe«pte'liew>t6 
ti&ke Hie earriiige i» pieces, ttid, I aooMdm^y 
8Mt mf jntorpreter witii him, btit they refitted 
to let the interpretor within Hhe palace-yavd, and 
meanly attempted to inveigle the man I had.^ent, 
to remain in the princess setvite: but his'&ttactK 
menf to -his- tiative countiy wai^ pfdof against dA 
their tomptations: mdeed the miseiable state of 
dfepeiid^ifte Mid degradation, in whidt the Maho- 
medans here Iive» is enonglito deter ail bnt the 
meanest vagabonds from remaining amongdt them. 

October IS. I'mdved my boats to a small sandy 
Mtind o^iposito the town, that I mi^ht ke^p toiy 
people ^better cdllected and rei^ly for proeeedihjg;'. 

October H. In the momittg early I sent Mr. Bo<#- 
land, ttiy interpreter, with some presents fbr'lbe 
queeii mother, the firet and second queen and 
king's gmodson ; also to the akedhi^ or whooti «to 
the second 'qiieen, who had been instrumental' in 
procuring ray intervieiw with the Btigit Tettaing. 
He saw the queen mother, as shfe Is cldted,Mbeing 
the mother of the king's firit wife, aad^^^fi^Mer to 
the fomouss Almn Praw^the founder of i;he preseiit 
dynasty. She receired *him, and 'frankly* 'asked 
him how< she could'sefrre me?' lie tolt|(ber brieiy 
the situation' of my aiBdrs, and that I <Mriy ^ilitied 
to have my i memorials preaentedi and answene^tt. 
''-Are 70a BUM,*'^ saidfilie,/' that iv«dlt he w^aHto^ 
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I faaye iMien told, he want4 theaslaadoCiNegiiui." 
He a^ured her thatwcis one among, the i^unber 
of felsehoods' circulated, agauipt me, . that the Gir- 
lish sought for no power ./or dominion in this 
country ; that I only requjrod to, be treated with 
the respect due to the> Goyemor-General, whom I 
represented, and to have power to protect EInglish 
merchants trading to his majesty's dominioas. 
'' Well," replied she, *' I will undertake to do 
his business ; I don't care for the Enga Tekaing, 
or any of them, and can speak my sentiments to 
the king." She then ordered. one of her servants 
to go immediately to the mhee whoonghee and 
the mew whoon, and direct them to present my 
memorials to his majesty as the. next morning, 
and she would go herself to the palace in the 
morning and support my suit: and pointed* out 
to him, one of the people that she would send 
to call -.him, whei^- she wanted him. ^ .He could 
not see the queen's or king's grandson this day, 
as it was necessary that{)reviQus permission should 
be obtained' for his goin^ into the palace. 
' October 1$. I heard .that the queen-mother was 
all day in the palace;, and also, that one of the 
detachments from the army of 5,000 men had set 
off for Jamai, and that it was iiitended a like force 
should march to Arrakan,- as^the* inhabitants 
threatened a rebellion; or' to. emigrate into 'the 
English territories. I received also private inlel- 
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ligence that the mew whoon is decidedly inimical 
to my interests, as indeed the whole of his conduct 
tovmds me since hi$ arrival seems to evince ; but he 
is a weak and fickle man, open to the insinuations 
of every scoundrel that will flatter his vanity ; and I 
deubt not^ my good frieQds Jhansey and Baba Shein 
have left nothing undone to alarm his fears and 
I»eserve their ascendency over him. The report 
of this day is, that he is to take me down te 
Rangocm with him, and that I am to be referred 
to him for the adjustment of my demands, ^c. I, 
therefore, thought it necessary to guard against 
this determination, by informing the enga's whoon, 
that I should consider such reference as a refusal 
on the part of his majesty's ministers ; and was 
det^mined not to be trifled with any longer by 
such subterfuges ; I, therefore, sent my interpreter 
to him, to know if it would be convenient to him 
to see Mr. Keys this evening. He found him un- 
well with a headaeh ; he desired to be excused 
that day, and said, he would send people to call 
Mr. Keys if he was better in the morning. 

October 16. In the morning the queen-mother 
Qoal for my interpreter. When he waited on her, 
she informed him, that she had staid with the 
king till eleven o'clock last nighty but had not 
been aUe to efibct any thing in my &vour ; that 
the enemies of the English had poisoned his mind 
with reports to our prejudice, and induced him 

1 D 
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to believe we wanted to take his eoiintrjr ftoui 
hini ; that the mhee whoonghe^, the n^ew whoon, 
and the Malabar dhabunder, were^ in particular, 
the persons who opposed me ; and had obtained 
such an ascendenc]^, that it was in vain to contend 
further. She, therefore, i^dvised me, to give mf" 
self no further trouble ; for if dhe could not suc- 
ceed with her son in my favour, no one could. 
The candour of this good old lady pleased me 
extremely ; for she is the first person who has 
spoken truth to me siri6e I have been in the 
Burmhan dominions. In the evening, the enga's 
whoon sent peons for Mr. Keys, and the queea- 
mother sent a messenger with a letter, requestitag 
that I would send her a piece of cloth, and some otta,' 
for her own use. As I thought this letter might be* 
a forgery, I determined to send my interpreter to 
her. About six p.m. Mr. Keys returned from the 
enga*s whoon, and informed me, that he had de* 
livered my message in itiU to him ; that he had 
listened to it rather impatiently, seemingly wish* 
ing him away ; and, in reply, avowed his inabiUly 
to perform his promise, saying, he was bat as one 
to ten. So there is an end to the farce of the 
enga*s whoon. The queen-mother acknowledged 
having sent for the cloth, but that it was Madrais 
long-cloth she wanted; she, however, aboepted 
the "piece of fine muslin I had sent, and returned 
me many thanks, saying, she would mAke a dress 
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of it for going to the pagoda, and always pray 
for me. She added, that she was quite ashamed 
to receive so many things from me and not do 
any thing in return ; but that her son had desired 
her not to take any memorials or letters from me ; 
she, therefore, could do no more in that business. 
October 17. Early in the morning, the queen- 
mother's whoon waited on me. It seems the good 
old lady's conscience would not sufier her to keep 
my presents without making some return; and, 
haying consulted this gentleman, her counsellor 
and fec-totum, it had at length been agreed be- 
tween them, that he should bring me sixty ticals 
this morning, to bear my expenses down the 
river ; and he had accordingly now come to give 
me the money. As I found myself rather dis- 
posed to commend her good intention than to 
ridicule the simplicity of it, I made suitable 
acknowledgments for her remembrance of me, 
but requested that the money might be exchanged 
for a ring ; and, in order to maihtain the favburable 
opinion which the old lady seemed to entertain 
of' me, as under my circumstances it was uncertain 
how soon I might want a friend of her power, ahd^ 
flko that I might retort through her some of the 
mischiefs my enemies had heaped on me, I there- 
fore seAt her a handsome glass vase ; and gave 
her whoon a diamond ring ; desiring him to tell 
his mistress, from me, that I considered myself 

SDt 
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highly obliged by her candour and attenUoa; 
and, in return, thought it my duty to desire her 
to put her son on hi^ guard against those bad men 
who had induced him to entertain suspicions of 
the English ; as they were disaffected to his go- 
yernment, and secret einiasaries .of the French, 
who had designs against this ecNuntiy, and would 
conquer it to a certainty, if not prevented by the 
English ; his majesty's conduct, therefore, in 
noaking them enemies also, was highly imprudent. 
I desired also, that she might make known how 
dishonourably I had been treated ; that I had 
been obliged to hire common merchant-boats, 
to convey myself and people to Rangoon ; that 
the mew whoon had not taken the least notice 
of me, and that the boats' crews ran away, and 
behaved insolently wpith impunity; I, therefore, 
requested she would so far favour me as to pro- 
cure some officer who might be sent widi me to 
Rangoon, to keep my boatmen in. order; all which 
he promised faithfully to report, as he saw in 
part, the bad behaviour of my boat peojde. About 
twelve at noon, the mew whoon set off in his 
phteun, in great state, attended by four war-boats, 
and others of his suite. About one o'clock the 
queen-mother's whoon returned, and brought me 
a sapphire ring, about fifty ticals value, and a 
smaller one for my interpreter. He said, that 
his mistress would have sent me a ruby if she 
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could have got one in time, and would have pro- 
cured a pheeun for me if I would wait two days 
more ; that, as to an officer to attend me, it was 
riot in her power to assist me, as it must be done 
by order of the looto ; and there was not time to 
procure one at present. At this time I learnt 
from her whoon, that he had been a suhadho, or 
head poonghee of a khcoun, and had quitted his 
religious habit and exercise, at the particular in- 
stance of the queen-mother, to superintend her 
household, ^c. He is a short comely man, of mild 
manners, and pleasant countenance. At two p.m. 
we left our station opposite Aman^orah; five 
boats of my party, and one boat with the English 
merchants, Mr. Reeves and Mr. Lane; also a 
small boat with a Mahomedan trader. At four 
P.M. we made fast at Cheghain. In the evening 
I walked through a part of the town to the south 
point of the ridge of hills which commence here» 
and extend along the western bank of the river, 
almost as fiEur as Keoun Meoun with very little in- 
terruption. The summits of all the peaks to the 
southward, are crowned with Burmhan pagodas, 
and other religious buildings ; most of them have 
flights of steps leading to them ; the whole of bad 
burnt bricks plastered over. Upon near inspec- 
tion they are rather paltry, and from the badness 
of the materials promising no long duration. We 
climbed up to one of them, and from it commanded 



406 JOURNAL OF A RVSIDBNCE 

a very extensiye view of the adjoming country, 
which appeared jpleasant and fertile, but mostly 
woody, .and uncultiTated : the banks of the rirer 
were higher than the plains adjoining, as is usual 
in countries subject to inundation. These latter 
were, in many parts, still under water, although 
the river does not appear to me more than five or 
six feet above its ordinary level in the dry months. 
Amarapoonh from hence makes but a mean ap- 
pearance, its golden spires might be mistaken for 
ohimney^tops, or glass-blowers' furnaces, and a 
nearer approach will not tend to raise in the minds 
of its beholders any ideas of magnificence, com- 
fort, or indmtry ; but Amarapoorah demands a 
particular description, and shall have one at a 
more convenient opportunity, when I can collect 
my materials. Ava seems buried in its rains; 
fifteen years ago the metropolis of the empire, 4t 
is now totally depopulated, and overgrown with 
weeds or mouldering in heaps of rubbish. Two 
or three pagodas alone point out to the inquirer's 
eye its site, which is surrounded by a small 
creek, and appears to me, a better situation for a 
city than that noW: occupied by Amarapoorah. 
Chegain seems also to be going fast to decay ; 
excepting the religious buildings, you see none 
but mean straggling houses, and but a very scanty 
population. It is principally supported by the 
cotton tmde to China, of which it is one of the 
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greatest shipping ports ; al^o by making Chunam, 
d)e 90uth end of the ridge being yery good lime- 
sUme ; the cheapness of this mateirial seems to 
be one cause of the religious, rage fojr building 
pi^odas here, of which yoiji see new ones rising 
in every direction. I Know of |io particular sanc- 
tity anoeiied to th^ place, except that on a rocky 
point projecting from the opposite shore* . now 
povered with religious buildings ; they say, that 
iGiodaipah descended from heaven, when he tmns- 
migrated into the body Qf a cock, and pidied 
gplden grains from the sands. 

October 18. At day-light I made a small excur- 
sion towa4xJU the hills, to observe Uie soil, ire. : 
the exterior masses of the southern dumps, as fiir 
as I sai^, was a white limestone marble, but on 
some of the spars I found the stones variegated, 
black, blue, green, and red, mixed with siliceous 
and quartzose pebbles and fragmenta» also those 
calcareous stalactites in India called conker. The 
general appearance of the soil <§pc„ indicates the 
presence of minerals; but I met witili nothing 
but iron ore ; copper, silver, lead, iron and pre* 
cious stones have been obtained from various parts 
of the ridge; and I have particular accounts of 
various mines that have been opened and worked, 
in former reigps, with great success. I saw the 
entrance of two caves of considerable size, exca* 
vated by art ; but was prevented by the darkness. 
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from exploring them; and my situation with the 
government not admitting more than a conory 
view, I had not come^ prepared, as I otherwise 
should have done ; both of them appeared to me 
as latge as the ftmous Cave of Elephanta, which 
I halve also been in ; but I had no opportunity of 
examining how much of these was excavated from 
the body of the solid rock, their ftonts being 
formed of masonry. These hills are ru^ed, 
overrun with the hardy brier, or wild Indian 
plum, and varieties of the euphoibium ; I also 
found here an opuntia, exactly the same as the 
American one sent to India from his majesty's 
garden at Kew, of which I brought away speci- 
mens. At this time also, all the hollows and 
gentle slopes were covered withshort sweet grass; 
we started two hares, and saw the track of deer. 
About eight a.m., we reUirned, having had a very 
pleasant walk. Inland, about six miles from where 
we lay, is a famous ancient pagoda, of which I 
have the Burmhan history, and meant to visit it, 
but was prevented by the distance ; thinking it 
imprudent in my present circumstances, to ven- 
ture . so far while in the vicinity of the capital. 
It differs in form from the general style of build- 
ing amongst them, being finished with a dome ; 
and although it stands in a hollow, I have seen 
it at twelve or fifteen miles' distance ; but those 
who fiave been at it say, it is twice the circumfe- 
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rence of Daghoon pagoda, and like it, solid.. My 
motive for remaining here was to obtain some in- 
formation which I expected from Amarapoorah, 
and to get stock, and complete my boats* crews ; 
for notwithstanding all my advances, - they were 
still incomplete. These fellows have a great incli- 
nation to be insolent whenever they dare : they 
have beaten 'several of my servants, and when 
spoke to, threaten to leave the boats. It will 
require, therefore, all my patience and manage- 
ment, to get safe and smoothly down the river, 
for I am entirely at their mercy. In the evening, 
the mewjerry of Rangoon, my former attendant, 
made his appearance. My people learnt from him, 
that he was waiting Baba Shein and a chekoy, 
who are still at Amars^orah. 

October 19. About seven a. m. we passed Old 
Ava. The ruins of the walls are within fifty 
yards of the river, and the bank, bold up to it, 
seems to have been more extensive than the fort 
of the present capital,* which is about 18 or 1,300 
feet square, and better situated for defence or 
commerce. The rocks we passed coming up the 
river, are now covered. At eleven a. m. we passed 
Keouptolong chokey, without trouble or notice. 
About five P.M., crossed over to the western shore, 
intending to go through the Nabaiek channel.- At 
sun-set, made fast to the western bank. Near the 
river, the land is under culture, but in a slovenly 
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style. On the eastern side of the river from 
Amampoorah, to within about six miles to the 
N. w. of Keonptolong, the plain extends to a con- 
siderable breadth from the river, to the foot of the 
mountains, the ridge of which declines in height 
as it advances to the southward, but five or six 
miles to the northward of Keouptolong arid downs 
extend to the river. From Keouptolong these 
recede back to the mountains, leaving us to the 
northward, a fine plain susceptible of high culti- 
vation; and for the most part cultivated from 
Chegain to Nabaiek. Also on the west-side the 
country is level near the river, and in part culti- 
vated ; but backed by high ground covered with 
yfood or jungle. The river on the right of Ava, 
and to the southward of it, is about one mile and 
a half broad. Current about three miles or a little 
more. Near Keouptolong it is about three quar- 
ters of a mile broad ; towards Nebaiek it spreads 
very much ivith islands mid-channel. We passed 
several merchants* boats bound up under sail. 

October^. Proceeded at day. light ; athalf-past 
seven a. m., made fast to the western bank, near 
the entrance of the Nabaiek channel. Finding 
there was not water enough for us to go through, 
I sent off my interpreter in a small boat, to wait 
on the padre Don Louis, from whom I expected 
some books and intelligence. At half-past ten, 
crossed over to Namaguey, a village on the east- 
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em bank, to wait for my interpreter. At half-past 
three p. m., he returned. From him I learn, that 
Nebaiek is but a wretched hamlet of about thirty 
or forty houses, inhabited by Burmhan Christians. 
There are» however, two or three churches and 
some other hamlets dependent on it, situated in 
^e jungle to the westward. The padre's house 
is gilt like the keouns of the Burmhan popngfaees ; 
and, like them, he depends for his daily food on 
the donations of his flpck ; never cooking in his 
own house. I am told also, that he is obliged to 
wink hard fit many of their Pagwi supeiBtitions. 
He had nothing to offer my man but a cup of tea, 
4nd disappointed me of my expectations from him. 
At four p. M. we dropped down through the east- 
em channel, which is narrowed by the islands, 
to a breadth pf 3 or 4fpO yards, until sunset : both 
banks are under culture. At sun-set, made fiist 
to the eastern bank, we had passed several mer- 
chant-boats bound upwards, and Mr. Baba Shein 
passed us downwards, without tiding the smallest 
Qptipe. A little below Namaiguey^ the river 
^reads nearly three miles to the westward ; but 
shoal on that $ide, with sand-banks, and islands 
mid-chaimel. 

October 21 . Proceeded at day-light, and at half- 
past seven a. m., entered the main river. Several 
war-boats passed us downwards during the day, 
and merchant-boats bound upwards. At sjin-set 
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made fast to a sand-bank projecting from the 
western shore. At night, set a watch with 
double sentinels, and loaded arms ; as the conduct 
of the Burmhan government towards me warrants 
a suspicion of foul play being intended me <m my 
passage down* From the conflux of the Keoun- 
dowien with the Era-wuddy, the western bank is 
a well-cultivated plain, backed by a range of 
mountains, seven or eight miles inland. The east- 
cm bank for about ten or twelve miles, is also tole- 
rably well inhabited ; but the flat not more thui 
two or three miles broad, backed by uncultivated 
woody downs, which to the southward of that 
limit form the margin of the river, terminating in 
precipitate blufis, with little variation, all the way 
to PagjGtam. 

October 22. We proceeded at half-past five a.m., 
and at eight passed the new city of Gucayne, a 
number of merchant-boats were lying there. At ten 
a.m. we stopped at the ancient city of Pegaam, or 
Pokghong, and went on shore to view the ruins 
of this ancient city. I climbed to the top of an old 
pagoda, by several flights of narrow ruinftus 
stairs. The two lower stories, have a flight in 
each angle, arched over and steep. The first, 
about a yard broad, and in height from the steps 
to the top of the arch about five feet, ending in 
a small turret placed over the angle, and from 
the door of which only they receive Kght. The 
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height of the whole of the fir&t flight and stoTy is 
about forty feet. The height of the second, nearly 
the same ; but the arch lower, and passages nar* 
rower ; the rest of the steps are on the outside, lead- 
ing to the top of three other stories, from whence 
the- dome rises. The first two stories are sur- 
rounded by a Gothic arched gallery, along which 
are arranged Tarious images of their deities. The 
building itself is quadrangular, each face fronting 
the four cardinal points of the compass ; with a 
projecting portico, and corresponding niches 
within, wherein is placed on a throne, or altar, a 
colossal gilt figure of Godoma. The principal 
figure seems uniformly to be placed to the east, 
where there is the greatest projection f6r the 
shelter of those who come to pay their devotions. 

From the top of this pagoda, I commanded a full 
view of the remains of the city, and adjacent 
country, which, as far as the eye can reach on the 
eastern side of the river, is rugged downs ; steril, 
uncultivated, and covered with scrubby bushes, 
J^c. To the south-east about three miles inland, 
a rugged ridge of hills rise abruptly from the 
common level of the country, and extend about 
five or six miles north bnd south. ThiD ruins of 
the pagodas extend about four or five miles along 
the banks of the river, and inland, about one 
mile and a half. 

Tcounted to the south of me fifty ; and to the 
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northward there might be seventy more, distin- 
guishable, of various forms and sizes ; but num-* 
berless others have sunk into indistinguishable 
masses of rubbish, overgrown with weeds ; arid 
the plain is every where covered with fragments 
of their materials. Immediately above the b^ttik, 
where my boat lay, is a part of the wall of the 
western curtain, of the fort ; and about a quarter 
of a mile to the eastward, parallel to it, I passed 
through a breach in the eastern curtain, and think 
I saw the north anglfe bastion, about 700 yards 
from me. It is probable, therefore, that the fort 
was not larger than the present one at Amara- 
poorah ; or they may have fixed dimensions for 
their imperial forts. The wall is composed of 
Ismail bricks and mud, about fourteen cubits thick ; 
and has the reitaains of a dry fosse without. I 
sketched the figure of one of the most perfect, and 
the largest I saw. My view is of Che west fiont, 
which measures at the base about 183 feet ; and 
as nearly as I can judge by my eye, is about SOD 
feet in height. Its interior is similar to one I 
have described, but in better preservation. It i^ 
built of brides of two dimensions, the largest, which 
are used in the body of the building, are seven- 
teen inches loiig^ eight and a half bik>ad, and three 
and a half thick. The l^ast are fourteen and a 
half long, seven and five-eighths bh>ad, and onci 
arid a half thick. They are well burnt, and jdined 
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together with great skill and nicety. Their surface 
and edges being ground, perfectly correspond, 
and lie so close^ as that not the least cement can 
be seen between them; if any was used it must 
haye been a very fine gluten. As far as relates to 
the exterior sarfi^e of the body of the building, 
the masonry is the b^st I have ever seen, but I 
doubt much whether this holds good throughout ; 
perhaps it is only observed in the cannon revet- 
ments. The whole building has been plastered 
over in the usual manner, and it is where this 
plaster has scaled off, that the workmanship is to 
be observed. 

A little further to the eastward, without the 
walls of the fort, is another about the size of 
the one I sketched, but somewhat different 
in form. It has been repaired and beautified 
by the present prince of Pagaan, and is deserv- 
ing of more attention than my time or circum- 
stances would permit me to bestow on it^ It is 
also quadrangular, but its porticoes project further, 
and the spire is loftier, and it has two vaulted gal- 
leries surrounding it, in the walls of which are 
numerous nidties filled with various images of 
their deities. In the four principal centre-niches, 
are four erect colossal gilt images of Godoma, 
about twenty-five feet in height, striding on the 
lotos flower. It is remarkable that these have all 
crisped hair ! the poonghees deny that they have 
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any affinity with Caffres, but say that when Go- 
doma assumed the religious habit, he cut off his 
hair with his sword, lea^ng it rugged or furrowed, 
and the features of a genuine Bunnhan haye a 
good deal of the Caffre cast. These principal 
niches form a kind of Mtictwn 9anctarum, and are 
railed off, so as to prevent the too-near approach 
of the multitude. Over each figure is suspended 
a chattre of dominion. In the vestibule of the 
western front, is a large stone with the prints of 
the feet of Godoma. These are only represen- 
tations of those sacred impressions which he has 
left in various parts of the earth, particularly in 
the Bunnhan dominions. The following are the 
rough dimensions which I took of the building, 
to form a ground-plan from. The outer wall of 
tilie portico fourteen feet thick, breadth of the 
passage ten feet. Portico or vestibule, length 
forty feet, breadth twenty-one, height thirty-five^ 
passage of ditto to first cloister or gallery, fourteen 
feet length, breadth ten feet. First gallery, greatest 
length 143 feet, breadth eighty-six, passage thence 
to the inner gallery fourteen feet, breadth ten 
feet; inner gallery, greatest length 101 feet ten 
inches, breadth eight feet six inches. Niche for 
the idol, breadth twenty feet, depth seventeen 
feet, height thirty-five or forty feet. The parti- 
tion-wall between the two galleries, and the outer 
wall also, had several small arches for the passage 
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of air and %ht at different heights. To get to 
the aecoiid story, it was necessary to creep along 
a cornice, about fourteen feet above the pavement, 
and only sixteen inches broad, a risk which neither 
our devotion or curiosity could tempt us to en- 
counter. I have only to add, that the avenues to 
the inner cloister, had great folding grated gates ; 
but the only precautions used, are seemingly in- 
tended to keep out cattle. We were permitted to 
traverse and examine every thing without moles- 
tation ; a few persons, who, I suppose, were slaves 
to the pagoda, attending us out of curiosity. How- 
ever, to reconcile them to our measuring, ^c, I 
told them we had nothing of the kind in our coun- 
try ; and if I was not particular in writing down 
the length, breadth, <!^c., the people there would 
not believe that there was such a building in the 
world. In the two galleries of the lower story, I 
think there are at least 2,000 images in the niches, 
of stone and wood gilt, the carving tolerable ; and 
in little compartments on the outside of the sur- 
base, were figures in relief, of green varnished 
pottery, and also on the frieze of the cornice* 

The prince of Pegaam has a house here ; or, as 
it is called in the language of the country, a 
palace, surrounded by a mat enclosure : but we 
were not permitted to examine it. Near the 
river, are a number of betel gardens, covered 
over as in Hindostan, and apparently diligently 

t E 
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kept. They are watered by paeotb«» cte used on 
the Coromandel coast ; but the leyer is wrou^t 
by tiie men at the bucket, after the Chinese 
&shioa. There are but few inhabitants here* 
and those apparently in indigent circumstaiices ; 
the trade of this place having been transferred 
with its population, to Gucaym^ adjoining it 
to the northward, where the principal manu- 
focture of lacquered ware is cfirried on. Near 
it also is a famous pagoda, built by one of the 
andent kings of Pegaam, and lately repaired 
afid gilt, by private donations of the devout. 
The following story is told concerning it : — 
During the .above-mentioned king's reign, a king 
of Chittong made war against the James, a tribe 
of the Shams, but finding his own force inade* 
quate to conquer them, he solicited the alliance 
and aid of the king of Pagaam, and witfi the 
reinforcement he received firom him, eflSected (he 
conquest of them. In iretum for the assistance 
the king of Pegaam had afibided him, he ten- 
dered hi9 daughter in marriage, which was ac- 
cepted by the king of Pagaam ; add his principal 
general was ordered to 'escort the prindess to Pa- 
gaam. On the . road the general, unmindful of 
his trust, debauched the princess ; this, the king 
of Pagaam was privately informed of ; he pu- 
nished the perfidy of the general by putting him 
to death, but kept his crime a secret as he eor 
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terteined a «u&pidon that the king bf Chittong, 
was privy to it, with a view to dishonour, and de- 
t^irone.him, through the aid of thtsgenehd and 
princess ; he therefore detenmned to wreak his 
Tengeanoe on him also^ aAd invited him to be pre- 
sent at the festival of thfe fini^hg his pagoda. The 
king of Chittoi^ appfeberiding no treachtey from 
BO jgreat a king,, came attended by the pria- 
cipal officenr of his court, imd a slight xetinoe ; 
and when the diattre w^^ fixed on the rammit 

4 

of. the pagoda, Ihe king of Pegaam seized him 
by the hair of ihe iiea^, and dedicated him and 
all his foHowers as slates to the pagoda, where 
.theif posterity remain to this daiy. The heirs of 
ihe king, still enjoy* many of the prerogatives of 
royalty ; when he goes abrobd he has a gilt chat- 
tre earned over him» and his sandals are -oma- 
mented with gold embroidery and precious, rtones; 
ik^ has power of life, or dtiath also 6v^r hii own 
people ; who form, as I am informed, the majority 
4>£ fixe inhabitants of Gucaym. Oi) th^ western 

ft 

9ide pf the xiver oppbsito Gueaym a rugged range 
ol. hills comme^od, extending' to the isouthwaid; 
the bountry. to the westward of th^, is inhabited 
by the people caUed.Caens, independent' of the 
Burdihaa goverameat;* mid channel,! are^a num- 
ber of large fertile, islands, irom whenoe the ifi^ 
habitanto are principally . supplied with piilse» 
grain and Indigo weed. In the eveniilg I was 
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indisposed from the fisttigae I had uadergmie in 
the sun. 

October 28. We proceeded at day-light, and kept 
in the eastern diannel from Pegaam to Chelai. On 
the eastern bank grow large trees near the water- 
side, mostly tamarind and pepal ; the land rising 
gradually into rugged downs, without culture 
or inhabitants. On the western bank the rugged 
range of hills come close down to the river, as 
mentioned yesterday; mid channel are sandy 
islands, in part cultivated, but mostly neglected. 
At half-past three p.m., passed Chelai, a manu- 
fiicturing town of the east bank, in the vicinity of 
which I am told cossoombo is cultivated. From 
Chelai southwards, the hills and downs on both 
sides recede from the river; leaving a cuttiya- 
ble margin, but little of which I believe is cul- 
tivated. At sun-set, we made fast to a sandy 
island mid channel ; the river here spreads a good 
deal. 

October 2i*. At seven a.m., we passed Chan- 
bew-mew, or the dty of the White Elephant. 
I^he river having thrown up a large sand flat' be- 
fore it, its trade is carried on in temporary huts, 
erected on the.beaeh in the dry season; as re- 
marked going up^ several merchant-boats lying 
tliere* On the eastern slnore also, is a consider- 
able town, u little to the southward of which are 
rugged downs, which extend all the way as &r as 
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(he Chokey and town of Mumboo. Hiere is a 
considerable flat on the western side the river 
Croad, and numbers of uncultivated islands mid 
channel. At one p.m., we passed the upper town 
of Hananghong ; at three p.m., my Bengal washer- 
man departed this life. His complaint was an 
inflammation of the spleen and worms, of long 
standing before he left Bengal ; besides, he was 
so irregular and obstinate, that all Mr. Keys's en- 
deavours were in vain, although every attention 
our circumstances would permit, was afforded him. 
At four P.M., made fast at Wamachote on the 
eastern bank, and buried him. Wamachote is 
fiunous in legendary lore, as being the place 
where a hog waded the river, of such a monstrous 
size that he passed without wetting his belly. 
There are a few miserable huts ; the country in* 
land, arid, steril, rugged downs. At nine p.m., 
we were alarmed by some war-boats passing *up, 
who approached us in a mischievous manner, and 
would not answer when challenged. The place 
also being noted as the resort of vagabonds, and 
the bank over-hanging so as to give any shore- 
assailants too much advantage over ns, we/ there- 
fore, crossed the river and made fsurt to a sandy 
island mid channel. 

October 26. Proceeded at four a.m., the river 
winding and narrow, with pleasant banks well 
wooded, and alternately, hills and valleys, several 
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little bamtets were on either bank, with cattle 
gn^zing near them. At half-past six, passed 
WhegWengai on the ^ eastern baidc, d few boats 
lyii^g there. ,At half-past nine, passed Loungwee 
on. jthe eastern bank ; . at ten, thd island of Tongoin 
Huindo, high and covisred with largb trees. The 
river is very pleasant here, abotit half a mile 
brofid; winding, and free from shoals; with treed 
and herbage on both sides in full verdure. At 
poon the river widened to about one mile*; flats 
alternately on either shoi'e, with cattle grazing, 
and scattered houses along fhe bank towards 
Meadai, on the east bank more Hat near the river. 
The west side is hilly down to ihe river. At five' 
P.M. we passed Meadai, the mew'whocm's jaghire, 
saw his phfeun lying there Ivith a gn^t number 
of other boats belonging id his suite ; they hcnsted 
his (Colours on the phieuti as I passed, but took no 
further notice. I had been informed that he im 
tended entertaining me at Meadai, and supposev 
therefore, he has altered his mind, or ^jq)ected 
me to, pay my court to him; but, after his shame- 
fill, conduct towards me, he must be in&tuated by 
pride aqid folly indeed, to expect any fiirthei' ad- 
vances from me. At six p.m., we made fast to a 
sandy island near Seiai Mew (or (he City of 
Skins), on the west bank, and about four miles 
below Medai. 
October 27. We proceeded at five a.m. with af 
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number of small boaits of the mew whoon's suite 
in company ; the land, oi| both sides, alternately 
hill^ and small flats near the river ; inland, I am 
told» there are considerable flats and valleys under 
culture, and well inhabited. At iiine a.m., we 
passed the town and chokey of Palo, on the east 
bank, belonging to the Prince of Prone, and where 
his jaghire, or territory, begins. A little further 
down pn the west bank, we passed the town and 
chokey of Patoi, belonging to one of the queens: 
The new whoon's phsun came in sight, sur- 
rounded by a great fleet of merchant-boats under 
his, convoy ; a privilege he assumes, whenever He 
goes up or down the river, and from which he and 
his derive a considerable profit', at the expense 
of the chokeys. About ten a.m., he passed us in 
all the pomp of savage state ; exalted in his own 
ideas,. probably, in proportion as he saw us de« 
grad^. He, in a commodious phsun, rowed by 
100 . men, and humble me in a blatchong'-boat 
paddled by six or seven; hiSs lady deigned to 
look at usj, but he did not appear. At eleven 
A.M., we passed the town of Comma, the great 
rout'^ to Bengal by Arrakan goes through it ; the 
distance, I am tqld, to Arrakan, ia- seventy miles. 
At lapqUf saw hills on both sides down to the 
waters edge, clothed vrith wood in full veAlmre, 
^o 1^ to appear cheerful and picturesque. The 
riv^r from a half to three-quartets of a mile broad« 
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the current gentle, and water smooth. The banks 
are, in general, tolerably stocked with game, deer, 
hare, partridge, quail, snipe, and jungle fowl ; so 
that with proper accommodations, and on good 
terms with government, a yoyage on this river, at 
this season, would be pleasant, indeed superior 
to one on the Ganges, or any other river I know. 
At four P.M., we passed the city of Prone, or Paai- 
Mew. once the capital of the Burmhan dominions, 
and still a place of considerable trade and popula- 
tion. Timber is to be had here, cheap and in 
plenty ; and iron, the produce of mines in its vi- 
cinity« Ships of 500 tons have been built here, 
and there is now one on the stocks of about 900 
tons burthen. Here is also a considerable manu- 
facture of paper, and various articles made of it» 
as chattres and black books* The adjacent country 
is also very fertile in grain, and the air said to be 
more salubrious than any other part of the Burm- 
han dominions. The ancient limits of the Pegue 
empire extended thus iar north ; and a port here 
would completely command the navigation of the 
river; we dropped down about one mile below 
the city and made fast to the east bank. Hie 
mew whoon, with the chief part of his convoy 
made fast to the western bank opposite the city. 

October 28. Proceeded at five a.m. About five 
miles below Prone, imd a little above Patoun, is 
an island covered with trees towards the western 



uhove ; a oonsideiable flat also lies <hi the west 
side backed by high mountains. Blast bank flat 
near the river about one mile, and backed by 
ragged hills, which extend four or five miles below 
Prone, and then recede to the eastward, with 
banks well inhabited and cultivated. At 9 a.ic*» 
we passed the town of Patoune, a place of con- 
siderable note, and the residence of the mew* 
daghee, whose jurisdiction, I am informed, ex- 
tends along the western bank as &r down as 
Meaoun. Mr. Reeves went on shore at Patoune, 
to see the mewdagfaee's son, who had given him 
an invitation when at Amarapoorah. He received 
him very kindly, and his father invited him to 
come and reside there to build ship6» promising 
him every support. Shinban planks are bought 
there at two and a half ticals, five per cent silver, 
per pair. The mewdaghee was very busy col- 
lecting men and anns for the Siam expedition* 
I counted twenty-one new boats lying along the . 
bank near Patoune. High mountains, six or seven 
miles inland ; the river about one mile and a half 
broad, but encumbered with several large reedy 
islands. We now passed down to the eastward 
of the laige islands, that lay opposite the town of 
Pohungfaee, which is situated in the beautifiil 
valley on the western shore ; and noticed as a 
fiivourable place for ship-building, in my passage 
up the river. At one p.m., we passed Ycn^erry, 
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a long stiaggliiig town on the east bank,, several 
boats were lying at it ; there also passed several 
war-boats bound up. At half-past three f.m., 
pasted Trough*]VIou» where ends the Prince o( 
Pronels jurisdiction, and commences that of the 
Pdew whopn'9'of Hunsawuddy ; which lat^r cour 
tinued to the sea-shore on the east side. He has 
also jurisdiction over the country on the west 
bank and Meaoun to Basseen river, where com* 
mences the Prince of Basseen's <x>untry . To the 
southward of Prone, the trees are of a* much 
larger size thau abov.e, and every thing indicates 
$ greater fertility of soil. Formerly the whole of 
the country, southward of Prone, was inhabited 
by Peguers, or, as called by the Burmhans, Tul-* 
liens ; but their conquerors are fast encroaching 
on them, so that now most of the inhabitants in 
the villages along shore, are Burmhans ; the poor 
Peguers retiring out of the coun^try, er into the 
jungles. The eountry, althoi^h apparently flat 
viewed from the river, yet is considerably elevated 
inland; and the soil is gmvel and loam in the 
rising grounds ; the country gets more level how-* 
ever, ^ we advance to the southward. At half- 
past five P.M., we made &st under a steep bank at 
the upper end of the town of Meaoun ; a strag- 
gling place about a mile and a half loag^ tbC' 
houses wret9He.d, and surrounded^ like alL the. 
Burmhan towns, with filth and weeds. The soil 
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very rich ; inland are extensive paddy fields, the 
grain just in ear. About seven p.m., some unlucky 
wag, thought proper to sport his wit on the stran- 
gers by pelting us with stones and clods. I re-* 
ceived a i^martblow on my shoulder whilst sitting 
6n the top of my boat, and. sent some pepple in 
chase of our assailants, but .without success ; un^ 
willing to risk a second assaplt, we dropped down 
below the town, to a place where the beach was 
shelving, and our situation less exposed. 

October 29. At seven ■a.m., we passed the town 
of KausuDg on the we3t • bank, where the inha- 
bitants < ha^e been industrious enpugh to fix se- 
veral sets of wooden stairs along the baach, which 
is steep; several war boats and merchant boats 
were lying along the bank.. At half-past liine 
A.M., passed Shoeghain, on the west bank; se- 
veral war boats passed upward^ ; pleasant north- 
erly breeze, with which we sail down the stream 
merrily. The river in this part is rather dreary ; 
wide, but encumbered -with reedy islands, or 
reedy flats, ppojeqting alternately from \either 
shore. * Inland,, are high, trees and hamlets of 
wipetehed paltry huts. I am told there are many 
villages wiihin -the banks, and cultivated; but 
suppose it is very^ partial, as the country appears 
to be but thinly inhabited. Most of the ancient 
inhabitants have deserted the country to avoid 
tlie oppressive government of tjieir Burmhan con- 
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qderoiB. At three p.m., we passed the entrance 
of Basseen river; at half-past five p.m., made fiEist 
at a reedy island, on the west side of the river ; 
three boats full of men of very suspicious appear- 
ance reconnoitred us ; the boatmien say, they are 
water pirates ; however, as they did not molest 
us, and we were not afraid of them, we let them 
gratify (heir curiosity widiout molestation ; only 
advising them not to come too near at night, as 
our people would be apt to fire at them. Mr. 
Mores, the new shabunder of Mengue, and a 
boat belonging to Jhansey, have kept close to us 
these two days for protection. I saw the track 
of deer on shore ; at night the mosquitos began 
to bq troublesome. 

October 90. We proceeded at four a.m. ; the 
river broad, but encumbered with reedy islands^ 
or extensive reedy banks, projecting alternately 
firom either shore ; on the main banks, trees. The 
land appeals nearly deserted, and all the villages 
on the east bank reduced since I last passed; but, 
as they are in general only a parcel of sheds, run 
up with bamboos, mats and str^w, a town is 
soon formed or abandoned, and the inhabitants 
me constantly shifting about to avoid the impon 
sitions of their masters. One cause of this roving 
habit is the exemption from ground-rent, for one 
or two years, in which a new settler is indulged/ 
At forty minutes past six p.m., we passed the. 
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lower mouth of Sailoon Creek ; west bank, at eight 
P.M. Came to the east chokey and town of Tang- 
hain, and entered the Rangoon branch ; we con- 
tinued dropping down with the current till one at 
midnight, being a fine moon-light, calm night» 
when we anchored, in the stream to rest the people, 
haying made about ten miles since we entered 
the river. The current is very gentle: through- 
out this day, about two miles per hour in the 
great river, and one mile and a half per hour in 
the small one. M osquitos are very troublesome, 
especially since we entered the Yonghong branch : 
they are the largest, and most ravenous of any 
I have ever met with. 

October 31. We proceeded at five p.m., saw 
many plantations of plantains, with small wretched 
huts on the ridge of the bank near the river; but 
for the most part there was a Ihick jungle of reeds 
and lofty trees. The river narrow and winding: 
in some piiu^s not more than sixty or seventy 
yiards across. Atnine A.M.,cametoNeapawohoon, 
the largest village 6n the eastern bank, but many 
of die hamlets belonging to it lie up a creek, and 
on the west bank ;die east village, in particular, is 
called Thouweelai, which means that the inhabi- 
tants hold their tenure by furnishing a gilt war- 
boat, which we saw lying on the beach. This is 
the common tax on all the villages along the 
banks of the river^ At twenty minutes past ten. 
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we passed the town and chokey of FMitei* - The 
jriver here divides into three boiiidies, one goes 
to the westward, and falls iato tibe sea : at China 
Buddiea, and also GommuBieHtai with the Bkisseen 
riyelr ; the east bmnch is only a» arm of that goiii^ 
td Rangobn, and makes PanMd an islaiid. About 
eleven we met the flood-tide, and stopped to rest 
the people, as they had had very little ale^ last 
i^ght owii^ to the mosquitos, which are- innu- 
menUe beyond any thing I ever saw bel<^e. At 
four P.M., the tide having slacked, we proceeded. 
At half-past seven p.m;, we passed Tashai^ a large 
village on the east bank. Between ^ that and 
Paulai we saw neither habitations nor cultivation, 
all a gloomy jungle ; but, I am told that in the 
midst of the deepest recesses of jungle^ are little 
villages of Carrians, who appear to me to be the 
aborigines of the eountry. At four PiM., we an- 
chored, the tide of ebb being done, about three 
miles distant from Rangoon. At twelve at night 
i received a packet of Bengal and other letters, 
but not one from Government ; a very distiessing 
disappointment to me, as I was in hopes to have 
received some instructions how to. ^cmdu^yt myself 
under my present embaiiasBing. circumstances. 

November 1. At seven a.m., we arrived at the 
pier at Rangoon, and found an English snow, the 
Peggy, Captain Carey of Bengal, The shabunder 
Jhansey came on board with Mr. Dyer. After 
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breakfiefit I landed, and went up to my house ; in 
the course of the day most of my baggage was 
landed. And thus ends my expedition to Amara- 
poorah, on which I have been absent from Ran- 
goon eleven months wanting four days. 



THE END. 
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